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WHO CAN YOU TRUST?

In the old westerns, the good guys wore the white hats, while the villains 
dressed in black. On one hand, that kept things pretty simple. But, on the other 
hand, the best stories have a way of keeping us guessing. All of us have found 
ourselves shocked when a character we trusted turned out to be the enemy.  
And we’ve been pleasantly surprised to discover someone we despised was 
secretly working behind the scenes on behalf of the hero.

Unfortunately, what works well in books, in movies, or on television isn’t so clear 
in real life. Sometimes, it’s hard to know who’s really on our side. We struggle to 
recognize people’s true motives. When we guess wrong, the betrayal can cause 
indescribable hurt. We just want to know who we can trust.

Maybe that’s why the apostle John was upfront in his Gospel. In a sense, he was 
simply telling the story of Jesus, just like Matthew, Mark, and Luke had done 
before him. But he also made it clear that the snippets of Jesus’s life that he 
shared weren’t just unfolding an interesting tale. They told readers exactly who 
Jesus was and what He was about. 

In the first eleven chapters of his Gospel, John shared a lot of Jesus’s teachings 
and described several of His miracles. But everything he wrote pointed in one 
direction. Jesus was the Son of God, come to earth. He was God in flesh, sent by 
the Father to pay the price for our sins. When we were at our worst, He arrived 
to offer living water, spiritual sight, and abundant life. Jesus is the undisputed 
hero of John’s Gospel, and He can be trusted. If you’re ready to accept His offer 
of salvation, here is what you need to do . . . 

• Admit to God that you are a sinner. Repent, turning from your sin. 

• By faith receive Jesus as God’s Son and accept His gift of forgiveness 
from sin. He took the penalty for your sin by dying on the cross. 

• Confess your faith in Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord. You may pray a 
prayer similar to this as you call on God to save you: “Dear God, I know 
that You love me. I confess my sin and my need of salvation. I turn away 
from my sin and place my faith in Jesus as my Savior and Lord. In the 
name of Jesus I pray, amen.” 

After you have received Jesus Christ into your life, tell a pastor or another 
Christian about your decision. Show others your faith in Christ by asking for 
baptism by immersion in your local church as a public expression of your faith.
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FROM THE TEAM
Most of us have something we experienced 

we wish we could put in print . Others may 

have shared about that event already but 

did so from their perspective . What they 

said was correct, but we may feel a need 

to help people go deeper into that story or 

event or get a fresh look at it . 

Mark recorded Peter’s recollections about 

Jesus . Luke shared what he gleaned from 

interviews with eyewitnesses to the events 

surrounding Jesus’s birth, life, death, and 

resurrection . Matthew, an eyewitness, 

shared what he knew and saw . It appears 

that John wrote his account after Matthew, 

Mark, and Luke . While the others wrote 

more of a chronological account, John 

appears to have given attention to sto-

ries that brought focus to Jesus being 

the revealed Christ, the promised Messiah . 

John even tells us there were more stories 

to be told (John 21:25) that he did not 

include . We could find some of those in the 

other Gospel accounts . John was writing to 

help his readers go deeper into the story so 

that they would believe in Jesus .  

In the months ahead, we will be looking 

at the stories John included in his Gospel 

account . Some of these stories only appear 

in John’s account, helping us get a deeper 

understanding of the identity of Jesus . Our 

prayer is that we will get a fresh glimpse of 

Jesus during this study and gain confidence 

that He is the promised Messiah who came 

to offer us abundant life .  

Onward, 

G. Dwayne McCrary

Dwayne .McCrary@lifeway .com
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BIBLE READING PLAN

DECEMBER 

 ❏ 1. John 1:1-5
 ❏ 2. John 1:6-8
 ❏ 3. John 1:9-13
 ❏ 4. John 1:14-18
 ❏ 5. John 1:19-23
 ❏ 6. John 1:24-28
 ❏ 7. John 1:29-34
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 ❏ 28. John 5:9b-16
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 ❏ 5. John 6:15-21
 ❏ 6. John 6:22-27
 ❏ 7. John 6:28-33
 ❏ 8. John 6:34-40
 ❏ 9. John 6:41-46
 ❏ 10. John 6:47-51
 ❏ 11. John 6:52-59
 ❏ 12. John 6:60-65
 ❏ 13. John 6:66-71
 ❏ 14. John 7:1-5
 ❏ 15. John 7:6-9
 ❏ 16. John 7:10-15
 ❏ 17. John 7:16-18
 ❏ 18. John 7:19-24
 ❏ 19. John 7:25-29
 ❏ 20. John 7:30-32
 ❏ 21. John 7:33-36
 ❏ 22. John 7:37-39
 ❏ 23. John 7:40-44
 ❏ 24. John 7:45-52
 ❏ 25. John 7:53–8:11
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 ❏ 1. John 8:42-47
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 ❏ 3. John 8:54-59
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 ❏ 15. John 10:22-30
 ❏ 16. John 10:31-38
 ❏ 17. John 10:39-42
 ❏ 18. John 11:1-7
 ❏ 19. John 11:8-16
 ❏ 20. John 11:17-22
 ❏ 21. John 11:23-27
 ❏ 22. John 11:28-32
 ❏ 23. John 11:33-37
 ❏ 24. John 11:38-40
 ❏ 25. John 11:41-44
 ❏ 26. John 11:45-48
 ❏ 27. John 11:49-54
 ❏ 28. John 11:55-57
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MEMORY VERSES

Session 1:
The Word became flesh and dwelt among 
us . We observed his glory, the glory as the 
one and only Son from the Father, full of 
grace and truth . — John 1:14

Session 2:
He found Philip and told him, “Follow me .” 
— John 1:43b

Session 3:
Jesus answered, “Destroy this temple, and 
I will raise it up in three days .” — John 2:19

Session 4:
“Today in the city of David a Savior was 
born for you, who is the Messiah, the 
Lord .”— Luke 2:11

Session 5:
“For God loved the world in this way: He 
gave his one and only Son, so that everyone 
who believes in him will not perish but have 
eternal life .” — John 3:16

Session 6:
“But whoever drinks from the water that I 
will give him will never get thirsty again . In 
fact, the water I will give him will become 
a well of water springing up in him for 
eternal life .” — John 4:14

Session 7:
“And just as the Father raises the dead and 
gives them life, so the Son also gives life to 
whom he wants .” — John 5:21

Session 8:
“For the bread of God is the one who 
comes down from heaven and gives life to 
the world .” — John 6:33

Session 9:
“I know him because I am from him, and he 
sent me .” — John 7:29

Session 10:
Jesus spoke to them again: “I am the light 
of the world . Anyone who follows me will 
never walk in the darkness but will have 
the light of life .” — John 8:12

Session 11:
He answered, “Whether or not he’s a 
sinner, I don’t know . One thing I do know: I 
was blind, and now I can see!” — John 9:25

Session 12:
“I am the good shepherd . I know my own, 
and my own know me .” — John 10:14

Session 13:
Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection 
and the life . The one who believes in me, 
even if he dies, will live .” — John 11:25

    7 
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BIBLICAL BACKGROUND
By the end of the first century, five Christian 
writings in circulation were attributed to 
John, who was a disciple of Jesus. One was 
an account of the revelation the Lord gave 
him while exiled on Patmos. Three were short 
letters addressed to early believers. The fifth 
is the Gospel John wrote with the intent of 
his readers coming to “believe that Jesus is 
the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by 
believing [they] may have life in his name” 
(John 20:31). Christian scholars generally 
agree John wrote his Gospel while living in 
Ephesus, late in the first century. This quarter 
we will be looking at the first half of John’s 
Gospel (chaps. 1–11); next quarter, we will 
study chapters 12–21. 

John’s Gospel unfolds scenes from the life of 
Jesus in a way that is simple, straightforward, 
and yet theologically profound. Four words 
help highlight major themes that John devel-
oped in his Gospel.

Logos—John used this term, which English 
translations render as “Word,” to highlight 
the divinity of Jesus (1:1,14). Christ’s divin-
ity is a central topic in John’s Gospel. He 
explicitly referred to Jesus as “God” (1:1,18; 
20:28). Affirming the divinity of Jesus, John 
included seven “I Am” statements Jesus 
made. When Jesus used this title, He was 
echoing the name God revealed for Himself 
when speaking to Moses at the burning bush 
(Ex. 3:13-15). 

Love—John used the word love more than 
any other book in the New Testament. The 
first mention occurs in John 3:16, a verse that 
encapsulates the gospel message. The Gospel 
of John teaches that the Father loves the Son 
(3:35), the Son loves the Father (14:31), the 
Father loves those that love His Son (14:23), 
and Jesus loved His disciples and His friends 
(11:3,5,36; 13:1). Those who are Christ’s fol-
lowers are to love one another (13:34). 

Light—John’s Gospel also speaks of “light” 
more than any other New Testament book. 
The book opens by explaining that Jesus, the 
Word, came as the light that “shines in the 
darkness” and is the “true light that gives light 
to everyone” (1:5,9). John’s Gospel contrasts 
light with darkness. In doing so, John con-
trasted good and evil (3:19-21) and explained 
that Jesus came as the “light of the world” 
(8:12; 9:5).  

Life—Finally, John spoke of “life” more than 
any other book in the New Testament and 
over two times more than the other three 
Gospels combined. John’s Gospel typically 
refers to “life” not in a physical sense but in 
a spiritual sense, meaning the abundant and 
eternal life that is available in Christ alone. 
This quarter’s study opens with the decla-
ration that all things were created through 
Christ and that life is in Him (1:3-4). It closes 
with the story of Jesus raising Lazarus from 
death to life (11:1-44).
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OUTLINE
 I. Prelude: Christ as the Eternal Word (1:1-18)

   A. The Word (1:1)

   B. The Word and Creation (1:2-5)

   C. The Word and the World (1:6-18)

 II. Presentation: Christ as the Son of God (1:19–12:50) 

   A. By John the Baptizer (1:19-34)

   B. To His Disciples (1:35-51)

   C. Through Miraculous Signs (2:1–12:50)

 III. Preparation: Instruction of the Twelve by the Son of God (13:1–17:26)

 IV. Passion: Suffering of Christ as the Son of God (18:1–20:31)

 V.  Postlude: The Continuing Work of the Son of God (21:1-25) 

ON THE COVER
The Door of Humility—the small 

entrance to the Church of the 

Nativity in Bethlehem. John’s 

Gospel affirms that Jesus, the 

baby born in Bethlehem (Luke 

2:4-7), is the eternal Son of God 

who took on human flesh and 

dwelt among us (John 1:1,14).  

(See Session 1.)

    9 
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USING THE DAILY DISCIPLESHIP GUIDE
A person’s spiritual growth hinges on daily Bible engagement. Daily implies a discipline much 
like exercising, brushing teeth, or eating a certain number of calories EVERY day. Our spiritual 
training should be no different since we need spiritual nourishment every day. The focus is the 
Bible, God’s Word. There is nothing wrong with knowing the thoughts of great philosophers, 
leaders, or theologians, as long as God’s Word is the final word on the matter. Engagement 
carries the idea of participation and involvement. Engagement is active, requiring us to read, 
study, and reflect.  

Your Daily Discipleship Guide is full of tools to help you engage with God’s Word. But like any 
tool, you have to use it to get the benefit. 

•  Use this resource when studying with a group. The first four  pages of each 
session help the group examine a Bible passage and move us toward acting 
on the truths discovered as a group and an individual.

•  Use the Talk It Out page to hold yourself and others accountable by meet-
ing in a smaller group of same-sex individuals (an accountability group). 
Share with the smaller group what God has been teaching you through the 
group time and your personal daily Bible study while working to memorize a 
Bible verse.

•  Use the Daily Exploration pages to go deeper into God’s Word, building 
on your group’s study experience. Engage in daily Bible study, record your 
thoughts, reflect on the questions, and take action.

•  Use the resource every week even when you are unable to attend the group’s 
Bible study. Missing a group Bible study does not excuse you from being 
engaged daily with God through His Word. 

Want this resource on your phone or tablet for when you are on the go? Purchase an eBook at 
goExploreTheBible.com or at Lifeway.com/digitalstudies.
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Getting the most from Talk It Out 

Talk It Out supports groups of three or four people who come together weekly to encourage, 
share, and sharpen each other. While other issues may be addressed, the Talk It Out section 
focusses on the weekly memory verse. The questions and comments provide a means for encour-
aging each other to memorize Scripture while reflecting on the main point of that week’s lesson. 

These groups are made up of three to four people…

•  Participants should be of the same gender.

•  These groups should be smaller on purpose. 

•  These groups can meet at almost any location.

•  These groups can easily accommodate each other’s schedules.

 Some married couples may choose to use the Talk It Out section for a weekly family  
devotional activity.  

…Who meet weekly…

•  We were created to relate, so meeting weekly is important.

•  In some cases, your smaller group may need to meet virtually. You may find 
it best to meet face-to-face every other week or once a month and use virtual 
tools the other weeks.

…To hold each other accountable and encourage each other in their spiritual growth. 

•  Review the questions and comments in Talk It Out. 

•  Look for ways the memory verse relates to the main point of the lesson.

•  Include time to pray for each other.

    11 
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01

In the Beginning
Jesus is the Son of God in human flesh.

JOHN 1:1-14

S e s s i o n  1
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How does knowing a person’s beginnings impact how you view them? 

Many people think of Bethlehem as the beginning place for Jesus. The babe in a manger tugs at 
our hearts. But to appreciate what happened in Bethlehem, we must travel back through time 
eternal. Then, we may understand Jesus was God the Son—co-eternal, co-equal, and co-exis-
tent with God the Father and God the Holy Spirit. The baby of Bethlehem was the eternal God 
who took on human flesh to save human beings.  

UNDERSTAND THE CONTEXT
John’s Gospel is a historical narrative of 
Jesus’s ministry. John, who wrote the Gospel, 
was raised with his brother James in Beth-
saida on the northern shore of the Sea of Gal-
ilee. Their father, Zebedee, owned a fishing 
business. Simon and Andrew worked with 
them (Matt. 27:56; Mark 1:20; Luke 5:10). 
One day, while James and John were prepar-
ing the fishing nets with their father, Jesus 
called the two to follow Him. Some biblical 
scholars believe John was the youngest of the 
twelve apostles. 

John did not begin his Gospel with the birth 
narrative but by declaring Jesus to be God. 
His prologue (John 1:1-18) contains four 
evidences for Jesus’s deity. First, Jesus was 
and is eternal (vv. 1-2). While Jesus took on 
flesh and dwelt among us, He existed as God 
before time began. We cannot fully under-
stand how God can be one God yet three Per-
sons—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Yet God’s 
Word declares it to be true. That’s where John 
began his Gospel. He didn’t try to explain it; 
he simply proclaimed it. 

Second, Jesus is the Creator (v. 3). Genesis 
began with the pre-existent God who created 
all things. John started there as well. As the 
Word, Jesus not only was with God, He was 
God. John declared that everything came 
into being through Him. 

Third, God sent forth a special witness—
John the Baptist—to prepare the way for 
Jesus (vv. 6-9). The Baptizer bore witness to 
the Life that was the Light of humanity—a 
light that can never be overcome.

A fourth argument for the deity of Christ can 
be found in His incarnation (vv. 10-18). The 
Word took on human flesh and dwelt among 
the people for whom He would die. As one of 
the Twelve, John had seen Him with his eyes, 
touched Him, heard Him, and walked with 
Him for over three years. John was a first-
hand witness of the incarnate God who lived 
among His people. 

DAT E OF M Y BI BL E S T U DY:  ____________    13 
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Key Words

A. In Genesis 1:1, this is a 
literal statement of God’s 
creative act. In John 1:1, 
it is a statement of Jesus’s 
divinity and equality with 
the Father.

B Greek, logos. In the New 
Testament, logos refers to 
Jesus’s message or, as in this 
case, to Jesus Himself. 

C. God serves as the origin 
of all life, and Jesus was 
an active partner in the 
creation process. This 
reinforced John’s argument 
that Jesus is God’s Son and 
the Messiah. 

D. John the Baptist, the 
forerunner of the Messiah 
(Isaiah 40:3; John 1:23). He 
should not be confused with 
John the apostle and writer 
of this Gospel.

E. The flesh relates to human 
decision or a personal 
desire to do something. 
Salvation is the divine work 
of Christ alone and cannot 
be accomplished by human 
determination or reasoning. 

F. A manifestation of God’s 
presence. See also Exodus 
33:18 and 1 Timothy 3:16.

   

JOHN 1:1-14
1 In the beginning A was the Word, B and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He 
was with God in the beginning. 3 All things were 
created through him, C and apart from him not 
one thing was created that has been created. 4 In 
him was life,, and that life was the light of men. 
5 That light shines in the darkness, and yet the 
darkness did not overcome it. 6 There was a man 
sent from God whose name was John. D 7 He came 
as a witness to testify about the light, so that all 
might believe through him. 8 He was not the light, 
but he came to testify about the light. 9 The true 
light that gives light to everyone was coming into 
the world., 10 He was in the world, and the world 
was created through him, and yet the world did 
not recognize him. 11 He came to his own, and 
his own people did not receive him. 12 But to all 
who did receive him, he gave them the right to be 
children of God, to those who believe in his name, 
13 who were born, not of natural descent, or of the 
will of the flesh, E or of the will of man, but of God. 
14 The Word became flesh and dwelt among us. We 
observed his glory, F the glory as the one and only 
Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.
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EXPLORE THE TEXT
1.  WAS THE WORD  

(JOHN 1:1-5)

Believers can face the future knowing Jesus 
created all.

Why was it important for John 
to emphasize that Jesus existed 
before time?

What indications do you see of Jesus’s 
divinity in these verses? 

What was the significance of pointing 
out Jesus’s role in creation? 

2.  MADE KNOWN  
(JOHN 1:6-8)

Believers are messengers sent to tell others 
about the Light.

What did John emphasize through 
repetition in this passage? 

How might believers help other people 
believe in Jesus? 

3.  IN THE FLESH  
(JOHN 1:9-14)

Faith in Jesus secures a person’s place in 
God’s family.

How does Jesus’s becoming human 
demonstrate the glory of God?  

Why is Jesus the only one who can give 
us the gift of salvation?

APPLY THE TEXT

Discuss as a group ways of affirming Jesus 
being God the Son in human flesh during this 
Christmas season. 

How can the group make sure that 
every class or group activity reinforces 
this truth? 

 KEY DOCTRINE: God the Son  
Christ is the eternal Son of God. 
(See Matt. 16:16; Phil. 2:5-22.)

BIBLE SKILL: Use multiple Scrip-
ture passages to understand a 
major doctrine. 
Review additional passages in John’s 
Gospel about Christ’s deity. Read 
John 4:26; 5:18; 8:58; 10:30; 14:9; 
and 17:5-11. Why is it important 
that we understand Jesus as God the 
Son and not merely the Son of God? 
How does John consistently point to 
the deity of Jesus?.  
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Prayer Requests

TALK IT OUT
Read John 1:14 together. What do you most enjoy about hanging out with  
a small group of believers?

We like to hang out with like-minded believers. There’s just something about that sense of com-
munity we develop with others. That’s the intent behind the word translated “dwelt.” It’s the idea 
of pitching a tent and staying for a period of time. The Greek word implies someone who stays 
with, eats with, and walks with those in his company. It is descriptive of the intimate type of 
communion Jesus desires to have with His creation.

What is something that you’ve experienced about the character of Christ?

As we spend time with one another, we learn about different character traits, likes, and dislikes. 
That’s one of the benefits of a small group. In much the same way, we come to learn about Jesus 
as we spend time with Him and read the Bible. 

Discuss some of the things you’re currently learning about Christ. As you read  
the Bible, what are you discovering about His glory?

Place John 1:14 on your phone or on cards and memorize it together.
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DAILY EXPLORATION
Day 1: John 1:1-2

Compare John 1:1-3 to Genesis 1:1. 

The opening phrase, In the beginning was the Word, affirms the Word’s existence from eternity 
past. Jews understood that God’s Word has power. God spoke and universes came into existence 
(Gen. 1:3,6-7,9; Ps. 33:6). Healing came through His Word (Ps. 107:20). God’s Word accomplishes 
what He intends (Isa. 55:10-11).  

To say the Word was with God affirmed the Word’s existence prior to creation. John made a 
another reference to the Word’s eternal existence by saying the Word was God. He was speaking 
of the Second Member of the Godhead and laying the foundation for the existence of the Trinity. 
Paul likewise declared Jesus’s divinity: “For the entire fullness of God’s nature dwells bodily in 
Christ” (Col 2:9). In verse 2, John reiterated and thus reemphasized the theme of verse 1, the 
eternal existence of the Word. 

Why is it important for you to know Jesus existed before time?

Day 2: John 1:3-5

Circle the key words in these verses.

Having established the Word’s eternal existence, John explained His activity from the begin-
ning: the Word created all things. John’s declaration again echoes Genesis 1. Genesis 1:1 shows 
God’s dual nature: He is and He does. In the same way, the Word is and the Word does; He 
existed from the beginning and He creates. The New Testament elsewhere proclaims Jesus as 
the Creator (Col. 1:16-17).

In verses 4-5, John introduced words that serve as themes in his Gospel: life, light, and darkness. 
Just as God was the origin of light and life in Genesis, so John declared the Word to be the same. 
As Creator, Jesus is the origin and sustainer of physical light and life. As Redeemer, He is the 
origin and sustainer of spiritual light and life. John’s declaration that life was in him reinforces 
the reality of Jesus’s eternal and self-existing nature (John 5:26). Jesus came as light because 
humans are prone to wander in darkness (John 3:19). John was contrasting the darkness of 
fallen humanity with the glory of the Word that came as the light. When introducing the subject 
of light, John included an element of hope. Since the garden of Eden, the forces of evil have tried 
to destroy life and obscure the light. Darkness, though, did not win or overcome it. As the rest 
of John’s Gospel will show—neither did death.  

What was the significance of pointing out Jesus’s role in creation?  
How does that reinforce John’s argument? 
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Day 3: John 1:6-8

Reflect on the role of a witness.

John interrupted his declarations about the light to feature the one who was a messenger or 
witness of that light, his name was John. Jewish readers would have recognized the significance 
of John the Baptizer being sent from God. This verb placed him on the level of Moses and the 
Old Testament prophets, each of whom the Lord sent with His message (Ex. 3:10-15; Isa. 6:8; 
Jer. 1:4-10; 25:4). Further, the Jews would have recognized that John’s being sent was a fulfillment 
of Malachi’s prophecy about sending a messenger to clear the way for the Messiah (Mal. 3:1). Thus, 
John the Baptist’s arrival and proclamation were an integral part of God’s plan.

The Gospel explains John came to testify not about himself but about who the Word was and 
why He came into the world. Not only did John the Baptizer have a message, he had a mis-
sion—that all might believe through him. Like John, believers are messengers sent to tell others 
about the Light. Being a witness for Jesus is not complicated. We simply tell others what we 
have discovered about Jesus, how He brought life and light into our lives, and how He can do 
the same for them.

What are ways you can help other people believe in Jesus? 

Day 4: John 1:9-13

Identify the ways people respond to Jesus.

John the Gospel writer revealed truth in layers. He revealed the Word—but not by name. Simi-
larly, he introduced John as a witness to the arrival of the Word—but told us nothing of John’s 
ministry or work. John was setting the stage to write about the main character of his Gospel. 
Picking up on the theme of the Word as light, John described Him as the true light. The word 
true carries the idea of being authentic, dependable, and complete. In saying the true light 
gives light to everyone, John was not claiming that all would embrace the light. Rather, he was 
explaining that the light was intended for all and would be available for all to embrace. When 
the Word appeared, mankind as a whole did not recognize him. People missed the opportunity 
to know Him.

Those who did receive him received something in return. They received it not as a reward; it 
was something he gave. He gave them the right or the authority, to be the children of God. In 
becoming one of His children, people experienced a change of status. John explained to his 
readers how that change in status occurs: those who believed and received. Yet John was clear, 
this was a result of what God had done. It was not by family heritage, human action, or some 
religious act, but because of the will of God; “it is God’s gift—not from works, so that no one 
can boast” (Eph. 2:8b-9).  

Why is Jesus the only one who can give you the gift of salvation?
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Day 5: John 1:14

Reflect on what makes Christianity unique.

Christians often speak of Jesus’s incarnation, which refers to 
His coming to earth in human form. Verse 14 is the clearest 
statement about the incarnation in the New Testament. It and 
verse 1 stand together like regal bookends, proclaiming that 
the Word was God in human form. God’s Son stepped across 
the threshold of eternity to dwell among us. The Greek word 
translated dwelt literally means “to tabernacle,” to set up His 
residence with us. In the Old Testament, the Hebrews under-
stood the tabernacle to be the location where God met His 
people (Ex. 25:8). In the same way, the Word who became flesh 
and dwelt among us was and is the center of God’s presence 
for His people.

John could remember when he laid aside his nets; when he saw 
the blind, crippled, and deaf healed; saw dead raised to life; 
and saw Jesus transfigured and standing beside Moses and 
Elijah. John could remember Jesus’s glory, which the Father 
had manifest in His one and only Son—who came to reveal 
God’s grace and truth. The imagery is reminiscent of God in 
His glory passing in front of Moses and revealing His love and 
faithfulness (Ex. 34:5-7). 

The Word becoming flesh and dwelling among us, revealing 
God’s glory, was the exact opposite of the pagan gods that were 
imaginary, unapproachable, and unknowable. God’s only Son 
came to earth in human form. He invites us to follow Him and 
behold His glory as He works in our lives and in our midst.  

How does Jesus becoming human demonstrate  
the glory of God? 

APPLY THE TEXT

The ancient philosophers believed the logos (Word) was dis-
tant and aloof. Are there areas of your life where you keep 
Jesus at arm’s length? What steps do you need to take to allow 
Him to move closer to you?  
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02

Come and See
Jesus wants people to follow Him in faith and truth.

JOHN 1:40-51

S e s s i o n  2
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How does a person’s past experiences get in the way of them following Jesus?

Most of us are skeptical when it comes to promises made to us, with our experiences getting in 
the way. We want to trust the one making the promise, but we’ve been let down too many times. 
We just can’t do it. Some people approach spiritual matters with this same hopeful skepticism, 
keeping their distance due to past experiences. The best response we can make may very well 
be to come and see, which is what the early followers of Jesus told others as well. 

UNDERSTAND THE CONTEXT
Jesus’s encounter with His earliest disciples 
occurred during the ministry of John the Bap-
tist. John was the forerunner of the Messiah. 
Many people wondered if he was the Christ, 
but John never aspired to an office that was 
not his. Representatives from the Jewish 
leaders confronted John over his authority 
to baptize (John 1:19-25). 

John baptized with water, but the Messiah 
would baptize with the Holy Spirit. In humil-
ity, John acknowledged he was not even 
worthy to untie the Messiah’s sandals. Con-
sequently, when Jesus asked to be baptized, 
John initially refused but then consented 
(Matt. 3:13-17). John testified that he wit-
nessed the Holy Spirit descending on Jesus 
as the voice of God declared Him to be God’s 
Son. Afterward, John pointed his followers 
to Jesus as the Lamb of God, the Messiah 
(John 1:29).

Two of these disciples immediately left John 
and followed Jesus. One of them was Andrew. 
After spending the day with Jesus, Andrew 
became convinced Jesus was indeed the 
Christ. He took this good news to his brother 

and brought Simon to Jesus. This encounter 
was the first of several meetings that cul-
minated in a change in Simon’s identity and 
purpose as the fisherman became Peter, the 
fisher of men (1:35-42).

Leaving the Jordan where John baptized, 
Jesus traveled northward to Galilee, proba-
bly accompanied by Peter and Andrew. They 
lived in Bethsaida on the northern side of the 
Sea of Galilee. Arriving in their hometown, 
Jesus invited Philip, who also lived in Beth-
saida, to follow him. Like Andrew, Philip’s 
first reaction was to find another friend—
Nathanael—and to introduce him to Jesus. 
At first, Nathanael was skeptical, but upon 
meeting Jesus, he quickly became a believer 
that Jesus was Christ (1:43-51).
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Key Words

A. Before following Jesus, 
Andrew had been a disciple 
of John the Baptist. 

B. The Hebrew equivalent 
to the Greek word Christos. 
Both terms mean “anointed 
one” and point to the 
promised Deliverer on whom 
the Jews had waited. 

C. Jesus changed the 
traditional process from a 
student choosing a teacher 
as a mentor to a rabbi calling 
disciples to follow him. 

D. A city located in southern 
Galilee, approximately 
halfway between the 
Sea of Galilee and the 
Mediterranean Sea. Its 
obscurity may have played 
a part in Nathanael’s 
negative response.

E. When Nathanael 
expressed his skepticism, 
Philip did not argue. Instead, 
he invited his friend to 
experience Jesus for himself.  

F. A title of honor that also 
means “master.” It was often 
used to refer to teachers or 
mentors, especially those 
who were experts in the 
Mosaic law. 

G. This reveals the concept 
of a new reality based on the 
Son of Man living as God 
on earth.  

JOHN 1:40-51
40 Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, was one of 
the two who heard John and followed him. A 
41 He first found his own brother Simon and told 
him, “We have found the Messiah”, B (which is 
translated “the Christ”), 42 and he brought Simon 
to Jesus.  When Jesus saw him, he said, “You are 
Simon, son of John. You will be called Cephas” 
(which is translated “Peter”). 43 The next day Jesus 
decided to leave for Galilee.  He found Philip and 
told him, “Follow me.” C 44 Now Philip was from 
Bethsaida, the hometown of Andrew and Peter. 
45 Philip found Nathanael and told him, “We 
have found the one Moses wrote about in the law 
(and so did the prophets): Jesus the son of Joseph, 
from Nazareth.” D 46 “Can anything good come 
out of Nazareth?” Nathanael asked him. “Come 
and see,” E Philip answered. 47 Then Jesus saw 
Nathanael coming toward him and said about 
him, “Here truly is an Israelite in whom there is 
no deceit.” 48 “How do you know me?” Nathanael 
asked. “Before Philip called you, when you were 
under the fig tree, I saw you,” Jesus answered. 
49 “Rabbi,” F Nathanael replied, “You are the 
Son of God; you are the King of Israel!” 50 Jesus 
responded to him, “Do you believe because I told 
you I saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater 
things than this.” 51 Then he said, “Truly I tell you, 
you will see heaven opened G and the angels of 
God ascending and descending on the Son of Man.” 
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EXPLORE THE TEXT
1.  ANDREW AND PETER 

(JOHN 1:40-42)

Our true identify is found in following Jesus.

What challenges do we face when telling 
family members about Jesus? 

How can Andrew’s actions serve as  
a model for us? 

How does meeting Jesus give a person  
a new identity?

2.  PHILIP  
(JOHN 1:43-46)

Believers must lovingly challenge others’ false 
beliefs about Jesus.

What keeps people from believing that 
Jesus is the promised Messiah? 

How might a person’s preconceived 
notions about Jesus affect his or her 
willingness to follow Him? 

3.  NATHANAEL  
(JOHN 1:47-51)

Believers can be assured of the truth of 
Jesus’s identity.

What role does fulfilled prophecy play in 
a person’s willingness to trust Jesus? 

How does Jesus offer His followers 
assurance that He is the Son of God? 

APPLY THE TEXT

Discuss with your group some of the mis-
conceptions people have about the identity 
of Jesus. 

What actions might you take in light of 
these misconceptions and concerns?  

KEY DOCTRINE: Evangelism 
and Missions  
It is the duty of every child of God 
to seek constantly to win the lost to 
Christ by verbal witness undergirded 
by a Christian lifestyle. (See Acts 1:8.)

BIBLE SKILL: Connect Old Testa-
ment prophecy to New Testament 
fulfillment.  
Study the following passages and 
relate each to an aspect of fulfill-
ment in Jesus’s life: Genesis 3:15; 
12:3; Deuteronomy 18:15; Numbers 
24:17; Micah 5:2; Isaiah 7:14; 9:7; 
53:3; and Jeremiah 31:15. What 
aspects of Jesus are identified that 
prove He is the Christ, the Son of 
God? How do these verses make a 
case that Jesus was the Messiah?

DID YOU KNOW? The other 
Gospels refer to Nathanael as Bar-
tholomew; only in John is he called 
Nathanael. Bartholomew translates 
as “Son of Tolmai,” which would 
have been his surname. Nathanael 
means “God has given.” The only 
other information John gave about 
Nathanael was that he was from 
Cana of Galilee (21:2).   
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Prayer Requests

TALK IT OUT
In the last half of John 1:43, Jesus told Philip to follow Him. What does it mean  
to follow Jesus?

Most of us have grown accustomed to taking directions from a navigation system on our phones. 
The voice on our phone gives instruction and we follow it. Getting from Point A to Point B with a 
GPS app is surprisingly similar to following Christ. It starts with getting familiar with His voice.

What do you find most interesting about John 1:43b? Why? Explain.

Philip was from the same hometown as Andrew and Peter. They knew Philip. What’s even more 
interesting is that Jesus knew, and looked for, Philip. It wasn’t a casual looking; Jesus intently 
looked for Philip with the invitation to follow Him. But what Jesus asked was not simply to 
follow directions like we do with a navigation device. The word Jesus used was an invitation to 
follow Him as a disciple—one who would learn from, and emulate, the teacher. Jesus calls us 
to follow Him in faith and truth.

What does it mean to follow Jesus today?

Memorize John 1:43b and consider Jesus’s call to follow Him.
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DAILY EXPLORATION
Day 1: John 1:40-41

Notice what Andrew did.

When John the Baptist saw Jesus, he proclaimed Him to be “the Lamb of God” (v. 36). Two of 
John’s disciples heard what he said and began to follow Jesus. One who followed Jesus was 
Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. Most biblical scholars believe the other was John, the one who 
wrote this Gospel. The two followed Jesus. Rabbis typically walked while they taught; thus their 
disciples were considered “followers.” To be a follower meant the student had made a commit-
ment to his teacher and his teacher’s doctrine. 

Andrew’s first priority was to find his brother Simon and tell him they had found the Messiah. 
He was not content to tell Simon what he had learned from Jesus; rather, he brought him. The 
term brought carries the idea of leading, as in leading an animal. We can imagine Andrew excit-
edly talking and encouraging Simon every step of the way. Evangelism involves introducing 
people to Jesus. Telling family members about Jesus can be challenging. We may be afraid they 
will reject not only the message but also the messenger. Andrew’s action serves as a model and 
motivator for us to introduce family members to Christ. 

What challenges do you face when telling family members about Jesus?  
How can Andrew’s actions serve as a model for you? 

Day 2: John 1:42

Circle Simon’s new name.

Andrew was not satisfied telling his brother about finding the Messiah. He took things a step 
further and brought Simon to Jesus. Perhaps, in the same way that Jesus invited Andrew to 
“come and see,” Andrew wanted Simon to see Jesus for himself. 

As soon as Jesus saw him (Simon), He made a pronouncement that would change Simon’s life. 
Jesus proclaimed that Simon would be called Cephas, the Aramaic word “Rock,” which in Greek 
is Petros and Anglicized as “Peter.” This was not a proper name but a nickname—one this disciple 
would eventually live up to as he boldly proclaimed, lived for, and ultimately died for the resur-
rected Christ. Like Peter, our true identity is found in following Jesus. Some people are known 
by their family. Others are identified by their vocation. When we follow Christ, everything else 
becomes secondary. We should live so others might see us and say, “That’s a Christ follower.”

How has meeting Jesus given you a new identity?
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Day 3: John 1:43-46

Highlight Jesus’s command.

Jesus left the area where John had been baptizing and headed to Galilee. Once there, He found 
Philip, which meant He went looking for Philip. Follow me carries with it the understanding 
of an ongoing commitment to follow Jesus as a disciple. Philip could not wait to tell his friend 
Nathanael about Jesus. In using the plural pronoun, we have found, Philip was including himself 
among Jesus’s followers.  

In connecting Jesus with Moses and the prophets, Philip was declaring Jesus to be the Messiah, 
a theme in John’s Gospel. Philip also referred to Jesus as the son of Joseph, from Nazareth. 
Nathanael’s question about whether anything good could come from Nazareth likely had noth-
ing to do with the village’s reputation. It was probably based on the fact that Nazareth was an 
insignificant village that was not mentioned in the Old Testament or in any other Jewish writ-
ings that foretold the coming Messiah. Surely the Messiah could not come from such an obscure 
place! In response to Nathanael’s question, Philip said simply: Come and see. Philip was confi-
dent that if Nathanael could just meet Jesus, he too would be convinced Jesus was the Messiah. 

What keeps people from believing that Jesus is the promised Messiah? 

How did your understanding of Jesus affect your willingness to follow Him?

Day 4: John 1:47-49

Pay attention to Nathanael’s confession.

Jesus’s response astonished Nathanael. His question—How do you know me?—was more than 
“Have we met before?” Jesus had seen into Nathanael’s very core. Under the fig tree was an 
idiom. Since people couldn’t gather a crop from a fig tree or a grapevine for some years after it was 
planted, being able to sit under it indicated a prolonged period of peace. It meant the plants had 
not been destroyed by war (1 Kings 4:25). By the New Testament era, the phrase had come to refer 
to the place where men of faith, especially rabbis, could study the law in tranquility and in the 
relative comfort that the fig tree’s shade provided. To say that He had seen Nathanael under the 
fig tree was Jesus’s way of acknowledging that Nathanael was a dedicated student of the Word. 

Nathanael, who had been skeptical that anything good could come from Nazareth, made a great 
declaration of faith about Jesus’s true identity. Nathanael proclaimed that standing before him 
was none other than the Son of God and the long-anticipated King of Israel. In this one excla-
mation, Nathanael encapsulated what John had been building to in this first chapter—Jesus 
was the long-awaited Messiah.  

What role does fulfilled prophecy play in your willingness to trust Jesus? 
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Day 5: John 1:50-51

Contemplate the meaning of “greater things.”

As Jesus had spoken about Nathanael’s past (vv. 47-48), He 
was about to speak about his future—and the rest of His dis-
ciples’ future as well. Jesus promised Nathanael he would see 
even greater things. In verse 51, Jesus shifted from talking to 
Nathanael and began addressing the group. The pronoun you 
changes in verse 51 to plural; Jesus began speaking to all of 
His followers. He spoke of heaven opening and angels of God 
ascending and descending on Him. In Genesis, Jacob had a 
dream in which angels were going up and down a stairway 
between heaven and the earth. Jacob was confident that he was 
standing at the very gates of heaven that day (Gen. 28:16-17). 
He was so moved by his dream that he changed the name of 
the place where he had the dream from Luz to Bethel, which 
means “House of God.” Jesus was telling His disciples that God 
would no longer reveal Himself in a certain location; He was 
going to reveal Himself in Jesus, the Son of Man. Jesus came 
to connect heaven and earth. 

After Jesus called these men, their lives were never the same. 
He may have called the least likely, but these men would turn 
“the world upside down” with the gospel (Acts 17:6). The good 
news is that Jesus still calls us to follow Him.  

How does Jesus offer you assurance that He is  
the Son of God? 

APPLY THE TEXT

Each of the men in these verses became followers of Jesus. 
Have you also become one of His followers? If so, who else do 
you need to invite to follow Him? If not, what is your biggest 
hindrance from doing so? What actions do you need to take 
that demonstrate you are following Jesus? 
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03

I Will Raise
Jesus brought honor to the Father in word and deed.

JOHN 2:11-23

S e s s i o n  3
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What signs stand out to you when driving on a highway? How do those signs  
help you make decisions along the way? 

While driving, we may see a sign that indicates what is on the next exit. That sign is not the 
entity it advertises but points beyond itself to the attraction we may want to visit. John wrote 
his Gospel so readers may believe in Jesus, and that by believing have life in his name (20:31). 
The signs in John’s Gospel point to Jesus being the Messiah, the Son of God.

UNDERSTAND THE CONTEXT
The first of Jesus’s signs was performed at 
a wedding in Cana of Galilee. This city was 
located near His hometown of Nazareth. 
Apparently, Jesus’s mother was close to the 
family of the couple being married. Mary, 
Jesus, His disciples, and probably His entire 
family were invited. At some point in the fes-
tivities, the wedding party ran out of wine. It 
is curious that Mary came to Jesus with this 
need. It was not His problem. In fact, He asked 
His mother what the situation had to do with 
Him. Nevertheless, He quietly performed a 
miracle, turning water into wine. The head-
waiter declared this wine to be superior to 
what had been served previously. In this 
simple act, Jesus displayed His glory and His 
disciples believed in Him (John 2:1-11). 

John 2:13-17 describes the scene of Jesus 
expelling the money changers and merchants 
from the temple courtyard. The other Gospel 
writers place the cleansing of the temple after 
Jesus’s triumphant entry into Jerusalem, 
less than a week before His crucifixion. Some 
scholars argue these narratives described 
two separate events—one at the beginning 
of His earthly ministry and one near the end. 

Other commentators point out that John was 
not interested in presenting a chronological 
account of Jesus’s activities. They contend 
the incident occurred only once and John 
included it earlier for theological reasons. 
Since John’s primary purpose was to help 
readers believe in Jesus, we could understand 
this placement. 

The temple scene ends with Jesus’s prophesy 
that if the temple were destroyed, He would 
raise it in three days. He was speaking about 
the resurrection of His crucified body. After 
His resurrection, the disciples recalled His 
statement and believed in Him (2:18-23). 
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Key Words

A. The specific location of 
Cana is unknown. One 
traditional site stands 
about four miles north of 
Nazareth, though the site 
preferred by archaeologists is 
a few miles further north. 

B. Town on the northwest 
shore of the Sea of Galilee. 
It was the home of several 
of Jesus’s disciples and 
served as the base for His 
earthly ministry. 

C. The Jewish feast 
recalling God’s deliverance 
of the Jews from Egypt 
during the exodus. See 
also Exodus 12:1-51 and 
Deuteronomy 16:1-8.  

D. In the Old Testament, this 
referred to an inheritance 
from a father or a specific 
people group. However, 
Jesus referred to the temple 
as His Father’s house. This 
underscored His unique 
relationship with God the 
Father as God the Son.

E. Jesus was pointing to 
His death and resurrection 
(vv. 21-22). The people, 
however, interpreted His 
words in terms of the literal 
temple, which had been 
undergoing expansion work 
under Herod the Great and 
his successors since 20 BC.

JOHN 2:11-23
11 Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana A 
of Galilee. He revealed his glory, and his disciples 
believed in him. 12 After this, he went down to 
Capernaum, B together with his mother, his 
brothers, and his disciples, and they stayed there 
only a few days. 13 The Jewish Passover C was 
near, and so Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14 In 
the temple he found people selling oxen, sheep, 
and doves, and he also found the money changers 
sitting there. 15 After making a whip out of 
cords, he drove everyone out of the temple 
with their sheep and oxen. He also poured out 
the money changers’ coins and overturned the 
tables. 16 He told those who were selling doves, 
“Get these things out of here! Stop turning my 
Father’s house D into a marketplace!” 17 And 
his disciples remembered that it is written: Zeal 
for your house will consume me. 18 So the Jews 
replied to him, “What sign will you show us for 
doing these things?” 19 Jesus answered, “Destroy 
this temple, E and I will raise it up in three days.” 
20 Therefore the Jews said, “This temple took forty-
six years to build, and will you raise it up in three 
days?” 21 But he was speaking about the temple of 
his body. 22 So when he was raised from the dead, 
his disciples remembered that he had said this, and 
they believed the Scripture and the statement Jesus 
had made. 23 While he was in Jerusalem during 
the Passover Festival, many believed in his name 
when they saw the signs he was doing.
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EXPLORE THE TEXT
1.  GLORY SHOWN  

(JOHN 2:11-12)

Believers should see Jesus working even in the 
smaller things.

How does Jesus reveal His glory 
to us today?

2.  WORSHIP EXPECTED  
(JOHN 2:13-17)

Believers must worship God in Spirit and truth.

What are some ways people show 
disregard for worship today?

How does proper worship help us 
maintain a right relationship with God? 

3.  SIGN REMEMBERED  
(JOHN 2:18-23)

Believers should worship Jesus as the 
Son of God.

What was the significance of Jesus’s 
pointing to the temple as a metaphor for 
His resurrected body? 

How does the resurrection serve as a sign 
of Jesus’s glory and authority?

APPLY THE TEXT

As a group, discuss ways of honoring Jesus to 
a greater degree within the group. 

What barriers need to be removed 
within the group so others can believe in 
Jesus as well?

KEY DOCTRINE: God the Son 
He was raised from the dead with 
a glorified body and appeared to 
His disciples as the person who was 
with them before His crucifixion. 
(See John 20:16,27.)

BIBLE SKILL: Examine Old  
Testament passages quoted in  
the New Testament. 
John pointed to Psalm 69:9 when 
the disciples reflected on the 
removal of the merchants and 
money changers. Read Psalm 69 and 
note other places the Psalm is quoted 
in the New Testament. How do the 
other quotes relate to the point 
being made in John 2 if any? How 
does reading Psalm 69 give a deeper 
understanding of the events taking 
place in John 2? 

DID YOU KNOW? The seven 
signs in John’s Gospel that point to 
Jesus’s identity are (1) turning water 
into wine (2:1-11); (2) healing an 
official’s son (4:46-54); (3) healing 
the paralyzed man at the pool of 
Bethesda (5:1-15); (4) feeding the 
5,000 (6:5-14); (5) walking on water 
(6:16-21); (6) healing the man born 
blind (9:1-7); and (7) raising Lazarus 
from the dead (11:1-45). 
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Prayer Requests

TALK IT OUT
Read John 2:19. How did the death and resurrection of Jesus bring honor and glory 
to God the Father?

From our vantage point in history, we can look back and understand what Jesus was saying in 
John 2:19. The religious leaders thought Jesus was talking about the physical temple in Jerusa-
lem. It had taken many years to rebuild the temple after the Babylonians had destroyed the one 
Solomon built. The thought that Jesus could rebuild the temple in three days was unfathomable.

In what ways do people continue to misunderstand the teachings of Jesus today?

The specific word Jesus used for “temple” referred to the holy of holies or the place of God’s divine 
manifestation. Since the religious leaders had turned the temple into a place devoid of God’s 
presence, Jesus’s use of the word was a reference to Himself, the presence of God in their midst. 
When He said “raise it up,” He literally meant to rise from the dead. The Jewish religious leaders 
completely missed what Jesus said.

How can John 2:19 lead you to worship Jesus today?

Recite John 2:19 each day this week and praise God for His gift of salvation.  
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DAILY EXPLORATION
Day 1: JOHN 2:11-12

Circle the word “signs.”

Jesus and His family attended a wedding in Cana of Galilee (2:1). Mary told Jesus that the 
groom’s family had run out of wine, expecting Him to do something to remedy the situation. 
Nearby were six stone jars; each held twenty to thirty gallons. After Jesus had the servants fill 
the jars with water, He turned it to wine. Not knowing where the wine had come from, the head-
waiter commended the groom for serving the better wine this late in the week-long celebration. 

This, the first of Jesus’s signs, pointed to His superiority over Jewish law. For Jews, seven was the 
number of completion; six represented incompletion. The six unfilled purification jars (2:6) sym-
bolized the inadequacy of what had become essentially Jewish rituals. Turning the jars of water 
into wine indicated Jesus would be offering something new—and it would be better and more 
satisfying. The sign revealed Jesus’s glory, His ability to do the impossible, and His compassion 
for people in helpless situations. Because of what Jesus had done, his disciples believed in him. 
Too often, we want to see great miracles to bolster our faith. But God works even in the smaller 
things. He involves Himself in the ordinary aspects of our lives, yet with extraordinary results.

How does Jesus reveal His glory to us today?

Day 2: JOHN 2:13-14

Notice what was happening in the temple.

The number of people visiting Jerusalem for the Passover celebration would have been about 
half a million. Having animals available to offer as sacrifices was convenient for those who had 
traveled a long way. Jewish men were expected to pay a temple tax of a half-shekel each year 
(Ex. 30:13). This tax could not be paid in foreign currencies, which often had the images of pagan 
rulers. The money had to be exchanged for the appropriate temple currency. Thus, Jesus was not 
offended that money changers were exchanging currencies. He was enraged because people had 
turned His Father’s house into a marketplace. Rather than hearing the praises and prayers of 
sincere worshipers, those at the temple were forced to hear the constant bleating of sacrificial 
animals, coins clanging, and people haggling. This was anything but worshipful. 

Amplifying the offense, the merchants set up their tables in the court of the Gentiles. This 
courtyard was as close as Gentiles were allowed to get to the altar and holy of holies. Merchants 
were thus prohibiting a whole group of people from having a genuine worship experience at the 
temple. Mark, in recording this event, stated that Jesus said, “Is it not written, my house will be 
called a house of prayer for all nations?” (Mark 11:17, emphasis added). 

How have you seen people show disregard for worship today?
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Day 3: John 2:15-17

Reflect on the proper focus of worship. 

Jesus responded with righteous indignation. The term drove implies an element of force but 
not necessarily physical violence. Nor should the word everyone be taken to include the wor-
shipers, since this term is associated with the phrase their sheep and oxen. Totally disrupting 
their business, Jesus forcefully ran off the beasts and birds, the merchants and money changers. 
Jesus wanted to remove all barriers that would keep people from experiencing genuine worship.   
Jesus’s disciples did not participate in His actions against the sellers of animals or the money 
changers. Perhaps they were stunned into being silent spectators. Still, they remembered the 
Scripture about how zeal for God’s house would consume Him (Ps. 69:9).  

Believers must worship God in Spirit and truth. The purpose of the sacrificial system ended with 
the ultimate sacrifice of the Lamb of God who died for our sins. As we worship God, believers 
demonstrate sincerity by focusing on Jesus rather than trying to make worship conform to 
what pleases us.

How does proper worship help you maintain a right relationship with God? 

Day 4: John 2:18-21

Highlight verse 19.

Wanting some validation of Jesus’s authority to do what He had done, the Jews demanded to 
know what sign Jesus could offer to justify doing these things. The term sign did not mean 
they expected a miracle. Instead, they wanted validation for His authority to commandeer the 
courtyard and expel the merchants. The phrase will you show us implied their belief that they 
alone had the right to determine what went on in the temple.

Jesus responded with what Jews called a mashal, meaning a riddle or parable. The riddle con-
fused those who heard His words. Those who read them in John’s Gospel, though, understood 
what Jesus meant—especially since John clarified Jesus’s response. Jesus said that if they, the 
Jews, would destroy this temple, He would raise it up in three days. They were bewildered by 
this statement because they took Jesus’s words literally, as if He were speaking of the temple 
where they were standing. Jesus, though, was referring to his body, which would be raised 
from the dead. The Jews could not fathom either the destruction of the temple or its magical 
reconstruction in three days. Certainly, they were not considering His death and resurrection.

What was the significance of Jesus pointing to the temple as a metaphor for  
His resurrected body? 
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Day 5: John 2:21-23

Think about the connection between worship and 
the words of Jesus.

After Jesus’s resurrection, the disciples remembered what 
Jesus said in this encounter and believed both His words and 
the Scripture. John did not specify which Scripture; many 
scholars think he was referring to Psalm 69:9, mentioned in 
verse 17. As a result, many believed in his name. To believe in 
Jesus’s name meant much more than simply understanding 
that He was Jesus of Nazareth. The way He taught Scripture 
with authority and the power of His miraculous acts convinced 
them that He was the Christ, the Son of God (Mark 1:22,27).

At Cana, Jesus had turned water into wine. He replaced the 
old with the new and better. Similarly, Jesus highlighted the 
inadequacies of ancient Jewish rituals. He replaced these with 
a faith system based on grace. His sacrifice on the cross as the 
“Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world” (John 
1:29) rendered the old sacrificial system obsolete. 

Believers should worship Jesus as the Son of God. His death 
and resurrection convince us that He alone is the Christ and is 
worthy of worship. If we truly have experienced saving faith, 
the natural response requires us to praise Him with our voices 
and glorify Him in our lives.

How does the resurrection serve as a sign of  
Jesus’s glory and authority? 

APPLY THE TEXT

Jesus’s resurrection affirmed His authority. List ways you can 
recognize His identity and authority in your own life. How 
do the things you listed impact how you worship Jesus? With 
whom will you share what you are learning about the authority 
of Jesus? 
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04

You Will Find
Jesus is the promised Messiah who came to save His people.

LUKE 2:1-15

S e s s i o n  4
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What images come to mind when you envision the place where Jesus was born? 

The Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem is the oldest church in the world. Justin Martyr, an 
early church father, wrote in about AD 160 that Christians were visiting the site to honor where 
Jesus was born. In 325, Emperor Constantine ordered a church be built over the site. After the 
original structure was destroyed by fire, Emperor Justinian constructed a larger church, which is 
still in use today. Steps near the altar lead down to the spot Christians have visited for centuries.  

UNDERSTAND THE CONTEXT
Luke began his account of Jesus’s birth with 
the phrase, “In those days” (2:1). Those days 
began when Mary’s father entered the con-
tractual agreement with Joseph’s father for 
Mary and Joseph to be married. The fam-
ilies had gone through the legally binding 
betrothal ceremony and, according to social 
customs of the day, the two were waiting sev-
eral months to wed.

Seemingly unrelated at the time, Zechariah, a 
priest in the temple, was chosen by lot to burn 
incense in the sanctuary. While Zechariah 
was there, the angel Gabriel appeared and 
explained that his wife, Elizabeth, was going 
to have a son. Gabriel also appeared to Mary 
and explained that the Lord had chosen her to 
be mother of the Messiah. This Son would be 
supernaturally conceived by the Holy Spirit.  

One must imagine that sometime after 
Gabriel’s visit Mary had an exciting yet dif-
ficult conversation, telling Joseph she was 
pregnant. Surely she explained the angel’s 
visit, that she had not been with a man, and 
that the conception was a miracle of the Holy 
Spirit. Joseph found this explanation difficult 

to believe. He decided to divorce her as pri-
vately as possible. 

An angel appeared to Joseph in a dream and 
explained that Mary had told the truth. The 
child she was carrying was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit. Further, the angel instructed 
Joseph to name the child “Jesus,” the Greek 
rendering of the Hebrew name “Joshua,” 
which translates as “Yahweh saves” (see 
Matt. 1:21).

Mary left Nazareth to visit Elizabeth. She 
stayed for three months. After Mary left, 
Elizabeth had a son, whom Zechariah named 
“John,” according to Gabriel’s instructions. 

Joseph received notice he had to go to Beth-
lehem. The Roman government was requir-
ing all men to return to their ancestral home 
in order to be counted for the census and 
taxed accordingly.
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Key Words

A. The first Roman Caesar 
(31 BC–14 AD). His 
given name at birth was 
Gaius Octavius. 

B. “Census” is used in some 
translations. Everyone had 
to travel and register for the 
purpose of paying taxes and 
military service. 

C. Some translations use the 
Latin “Cyrenius.” He served 
two terms as governor, and 
it was during his first term 
that Jesus was born. 

D. A feeding trough for 
animals that could be made 
from wood or stone.

E. The angel came to share 
a message of peace and 
hope. As such, he calmed 
the shepherds’ fears so they 
could focus on the truth of 
Jesus’s birth.

F. Hebrew for “anointed 
one.” In the Greek, it is 
translated “Christos.”  

G. “With whom he is 
pleased” (ESV); “good will 
toward men” (KJV); “on 
whom his favor rests (NIV) 

   

LUKE 2:1-15
1 In those days a decree went out from Caesar 
Augustus A that the whole empire should be 
registered. 2 This first registration B took place 
while Quirinius C was governing Syria. 3 So 
everyone went to be registered, each to his own 
town. 4 Joseph also went up from the town of 
Nazareth in Galilee, to Judea, to the city of David, 
which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the 
house and family line of David, 5 to be registered 
along with Mary, who was engaged to him and 
was pregnant. 6 While they were there, the time 
came for her to give birth. 7 Then she gave birth to 
her firstborn son, and she wrapped him tightly in 
cloth and laid him in a manger, D because there 
was no guest room available for them. 8 In the 
same region, shepherds were staying out in the 
fields and keeping watch at night over their flock. 
9 Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, 
and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and 
they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, 
“Don’t be afraid, E for look, I proclaim to you 
good news of great joy that will be for all the people: 
11 Today in the city of David a Savior was born for 
you, who is the Messiah, F the Lord. 12 This will 
be the sign for you: You will find a baby wrapped 
tightly in cloth and lying in a manger.” 13 Suddenly 
there was a multitude of the heavenly host with 
the angel, praising God and saying: 14 Glory to 
God in the highest heaven, and peace on earth to 
people he favors! G 15 When the angels had left 
them and returned to heaven, the shepherds said 
to one another, “Let’s go straight to Bethlehem and 
see what has happened, which the Lord has made 
known to us.”
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EXPLORE THE TEXT
1.  THE BIRTH  

(LUKE 2:1-7)

The location of Jesus’s birth fulfilled prophecy 
about the Messiah.

How do the details point to God’s plan 
for salvation being established since 
the creation?

2.  THE ANNOUNCEMENT 
(LUKE 2:8-12)

Jesus is the Savior to all who believe in Him.

Why might God have wanted to share 
Jesus’s birth with shepherds? 

Why does God often deliver His message 
to people we might not expect?

What is the significance of the titles used 
by the angel when referencing Jesus? 

3.  THE SONG 
(LUKE 2:13-15)

Peace comes through faith in Jesus.

How does Jesus bring peace in our world? 

Where in our nation and the world could 
we use God’s peace?

APPLY THE TEXT

Discuss as a group ways the truth that Jesus is 
the promised Messiah impacts how your Bible 
study group functions and its purpose. 

What actions does the group need to 
strengthen to demonstrate this truth 
more fully within the group? 

KEY DOCTRINE: God the Son  
In His incarnation as Jesus Christ 
He was conceived of the Holy 
Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. 
(See Luke 1:35; John 1:14.)

BIBLE SKILL: Read a Bible dictio-
nary article to gain insight.  
Read an article about angels in a 
Bible dictionary. Note the different 
nature and functions identified. 
Review Bible passages included 
in the article, especially passages 
that point to the Angel of the Lord. 
What relationship do angels have to 
Christ? What powers and limits exist 
for angels? How does the appearance 
of angels in Luke illustrate the pur-
pose, powers, and limits?
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Prayer Requests

TALK IT OUT
Focus on Luke 2:11. When you were a kid, what was Christmas all about for you?

One of the most interesting aspects of the nativity story is the angelic announcement to the 
shepherds. In first-century Palestine, shepherds were on the lowest rung of the social ladder. 
Isn’t it amazing that God chose to announce the birth of the Messiah first to shepherds?

The angels first told the shepherds, “Don’t be afraid” (v. 10). Why did the shepherds 
have nothing to fear?

The word “Savior” refers to Jesus’s status at birth while also implying the future fulfillment. He 
wasn’t born as One who “would become” the Savior—He was born as the Savior. In prophecy in 
the Old Testament, God promised a coming Messiah. Jesus was the fulfillment of that prom-
ise—and the shepherds were the first to hear. And they were amazed.

How can you stop during this busy Christmas season and reflect on the amazing fact 
that God has provided a Savior for you—and everyone else?

Post Luke 2:11 on your various social media accounts and explain what Jesus the Savior means 
to you. Use the opportunity to memorize the verse.
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DAILY EXPLORATION
Day 1: Luke 2:1-5

Focus on the details.

Roman mythology declared Caesar Augustus to be the son of a god (Zeus), a god himself, and the 
people’s savior. One ancient inscription states the “birth of the god Augustus was the beginning 
of good news for the world.” Thus, Luke’s mentioning Caesar Augustus in the birth narrative sets 
up a stark contrast between the ruler of the Roman Empire and the Savior whose humble birth 
was the beginning of good news for the world. A registration, essentially a census, occurred when 
Quirinius was governor of Syria. Although Joseph lived in Nazareth, he traveled to Bethlehem 
because he and/or his family had come from there. Luke called it the city of David because it 
was the boyhood home of Israel’s most famous king. Joseph’s family line extended back to this 
royal house. 

Joseph took Mary with him. Although women were not required to be present for the census, 
Joseph likely wanted her to be with him since she was pregnant. The phrase was engaged does 
not render the full import of their relationship. In Jewish custom, a couple initiated an espousal, 
and for a year they were considered to be husband and wife but without conjugal relations.

How do the details point to God’s plan for salvation being established  
since the creation?

Day 2: Luke 2:6-7

Note the humble circumstances surrounding Jesus’s birth.

The time came for Mary to give birth while they were in Bethlehem. Following Jewish custom, 
Mary wrapped the child tightly in cloth. This referred to a single piece of cloth that fit firmly 
around the infant to restrict movement and provide warmth. Without a proper place to lay the 
child, Mary placed him in a manger. This feeding trough met an immediate need because there 
was no guest room available for them. 

Many first-century houses had a room for guests called a kataluma in Greek. The upper room 
where Jesus and the disciples shared their final Passover was a kataluma. Evidently, the kata-
luma in the home where Joseph and Mary had planned to stay was full by the time the couple 
arrived. The census filled Bethlehem with travelers. Many strangers arrived earlier and secured 
available lodgings. At least the proprietor made such arrangements as he could instead of leaving 
the young family out in the street.

Why do you suppose the Savior of the world was born in such humble circumstances?
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Day 3: Luke 2:8-9

Take note of the shepherds’ reaction.

News of the Messiah’s birth was proclaimed to the least likely—shepherds. These shepherds 
were watching their flock in the same region, near Bethlehem. The location is significant. People 
within a certain distance from Jerusalem raised livestock with the understanding their animals 
were to be sacrificed at the temple. The outer distance of that perimeter was a location known as 
Migdal Eder, which translates from Hebrew as “Tower of the Flock.” Migdal Eder is located just 
outside of Bethlehem (see Gen. 35:16-21). Thus, the shepherds were tending sheep that were 
likely to be offered as sacrifices. The scene foreshadowed the sacrificial death of “the Lamb of 
God, who takes away the sin of the world” (John 1:29).  

Luke earlier used the phrase angel of the Lord to describe Gabriel, who had appeared to Zecha-
riah (1:11). This angel who appeared to the shepherds, though, did not give his name. Absence 
of a name places the focus on the message rather than the messenger. When Zechariah saw 
Gabriel, he was terrified; when the angel stood before the shepherds, they too were terrified. 
When the angel appeared, God’s glory shone around them. In the Old Testament, God’s glory 
was the manifestation of His presence (Ex. 16:10; 24:17; Ps. 63:2).

Why is fear always the proper response to the glory of God’s presence?

Day 4: Luke 2:10-12

Circle the titles used for Jesus.

The angel said to the shepherds, Don’t be afraid. The angel’s purpose was to bring good news. The 
good news was for all the people. Jesus came for all; none are excluded. The angel used three titles 
for Jesus: Savior, Messiah, and Lord. The angel told Joseph to name the child “Jesus, because 
he will save his people from their sins” (Matt. 1:21). Messiah, from the Greek word Christos, 
means “anointed.” The Jews, who in the first century were under Roman rule, were expecting an 
anointed king from the line of David who would rescue them from their oppressors. Although 
Christos, which was Anglicized as “Christ,” was a title, by the time Luke wrote his Gospel, it 
had essentially become an accepted part of the Nazarene’s name—Jesus Christ. Jesus was also 
Lord, the master with the right of ownership. Lord referred to the supreme authority, master, 
or ruler. Seeing the resurrected Jesus, Thomas declared, “My Lord and my God” (John 20:28). 
It was not the resurrection, though, that earned Him this status; He was, as “Silent Night” says, 
“Jesus Lord at Thy birth.” 

Of special note, He was born for you. No one gave much notice to this rag-tag bunch of sheep 
herders unless it was negative. But the angel’s message gave them hope. Jesus had come to be 
their Savior, their Messiah, and their Lord. It was personal for them, just as it is personal for us.

What is the significance of the titles used by the angel when referencing Jesus?  
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Day 5: Luke 2:13-15

Contemplate the source of peace on earth.

The angelic pronouncement came because God’s salvation had 
now been revealed. This called for His glory to be proclaimed in 
the highest heaven and peace on earth to people he favors. The 
word favors refers to God’s saving pleasure. The peace of God 
comes to those who have been saved (Rom. 5:1). One of the Old 
Testament titles for the anticipated Messiah was the Prince 
of Peace (Isa. 9:6). Just as unexpectedly as they had arrived, 
the angels left. The shepherds knew the source of the angel’s 
message—the Lord had made it known to them.  

One must wonder, as the shepherds made their way to Beth-
lehem, did they talk excitedly or were they silent and in awe 
because of what they had seen and heard? How would you 
have been?

How does Jesus bring peace in our world?  
How does He bring you peace?

APPLY THE TEXT

Jesus came as the Messiah, Savior, and Lord. Who do you know 
that needs to have a personal relationship with Jesus? How 
can you use the passage examined today to share with them? 
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05

Everyone Who Believes
Jesus offers eternal life to all who believe in Him. 

JOHN 3:4-18

S e s s i o n  5
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What do you most look forward to with the start of a new year? 

A new year represents a fresh start. This is the day we start that new diet; the day we begin to 
finish that project; the day we take that first step toward completing a 5k run without walking. 
This is a new year with no history or regrets. Jesus told Nicodemus that his life could be charac-
terized by newness if he would believe in Him.  

UNDERSTAND THE CONTEXT
John 3 is one of the most familiar passages 
in the New Testament, primarily because it 
contains the gospel in a sentence (John 3:16). 
Similarly, most believers know something 
about Nicodemus and his nighttime discus-
sion with Jesus. Unfortunately, familiarity 
sometimes causes readers to overlook details 
of this encounter, limiting their comprehen-
sion of important truths.

Coming to see Jesus, Nicodemus thought he 
was offering a compliment by acknowledging 
that Jesus was acting under God’s direction. 
Jesus needed no human affirmation. Instead, 
He focused the conversation on Nicodemus’s 
need for a right relationship with God. 

Jesus had a way of turning statements back 
on the speaker. Using the phrase “born again,” 
he roused the Pharisee’s inquisitiveness and 
simply but profoundly addressed several vital 
truths. First, human beings must experience 
a spiritual rebirth to have a right relationship 
with God. Second, faith in God’s Son is the 
only way people can undergo such transfor-
mation. Third, without being born again, each 
person remains condemned. Fourth, Jesus 

did not come to condemn; people were already 
condemned because of unbelief. Finally, Jesus 
came so everyone who believes in Him might 
be saved. 

The scene suddenly changes in the second 
half of this chapter, but the theme remains 
the same. Jesus and His disciples moved into 
the Judean countryside near the place where 
John the Baptist was baptizing. John’s disci-
ples were concerned that more people were 
following Jesus than John. Rather than being 
threatened by this news, John explained that 
his preaching prepared the way for Jesus the 
Messiah. John admonished his followers for 
concentrating on the earthly rather than the 
heavenly. Jesus was the One who came from 
above. He alone can give eternal life.
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Key Words

A. Nicodemus was a 
Pharisee and member of the 
Sanhedrin. He was curious 
about Jesus’s teachings and 
eventually became a believer.

B. Basileia (Greek) suggests 
kingship or kingly power. 
Jesus also referred to the 
“kingdom of heaven” to 
describe the reign of God 
on earth that was initiated 
by His own incarnation. See 
also Matthew 5:20; 24:14; 
and Mark 1:14-15.

C. Jesus described 
Himself as the Son of Man 
throughout the Gospels. 
The phrase is also found 
some 93 times in the book 
of Ezekiel to underscore the 
prophet’s humanity. 

D. To end a plague of snakes 
in the wilderness, God 
directed Moses to hang 
a bronze snake on a pole. 
Those who looked on the 
snake in faith were healed. 
See Numbers 21:6-9.

E. An example of John’s 
emphasis on Jesus’s unique 
relationship with the Father. 
The term implies equality 
with God, not simply a 
relationship with God.

F. Falling under God’s 
judgment. Jesus’s mission 
focused on providing 
salvation, not executing 
God’s wrath.  

JOHN 3:4-18
4 “How can anyone be born when he is old?” 
Nicodemus A asked him. “Can he enter his 
mother’s womb a second time and be born?” 
5 Jesus answered, “Truly I tell you, unless someone 
is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the 
kingdom of God. B 6 Whatever is born of the 
flesh is flesh, and whatever is born of the Spirit 
is spirit. 7 Do not be amazed that I told you that 
you must be born again. 8 The wind blows where 
it pleases, and you hear its sound, but you don’t 
know where it comes from or where it is going. So 
it is with everyone born of the Spirit.” 9 “How can 
these things be?” asked Nicodemus. 10 “Are you 
a teacher of Israel and don’t know these things?” 
Jesus replied. 11 “Truly I tell you, we speak what 
we know and we testify to what we have seen, but 
you do not accept our testimony. 12 If I have told 
you about earthly things and you don’t believe, 
how will you believe if I tell you about heavenly 
things? 13 No one has ascended into heaven except 
the one who descended from heaven — the Son 
of Man. C 14 “Just as Moses lifted up the snake 
in the wilderness, D so the Son of Man must be 
lifted up, 15 so that everyone who believes in him 
may have eternal life. 16 For God loved the world 
in this way: He gave his one and only Son, E so 
that everyone who believes in him will not perish 
but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his 
Son into the world to condemn F the world, but 
to save the world through him. 18 Anyone who 
believes in him is not condemned, but anyone who 
does not believe is already condemned, because he 
has not believed in the name of the one and only 
Son of God.  
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EXPLORE THE TEXT
1.  BORN AGAIN? 

(John 3:4-8)

Believers must help others understand the 
truth about salvation.

According to Jesus, what does being born 
again allow someone to do? 

What do people find confusing about 
salvation coming through faith in 
Jesus alone?

2.  HOW?  
(John 3:9-13)

Believers can have confidence in knowing that 
Jesus is the Messiah.

How might Nicodemus’s religious 
heritage and training have hindered him 
from understanding what Jesus meant? 

How do a person’s questions about Jesus 
reveal what they trust for truth? 

3.  BELIEVE  
(John 3:14-18)

God lovingly offers salvation to all who will 
accept Jesus.

Why is it so important for people to 
understand that salvation is available to 
everyone who believes in Jesus?

What makes God’s gift of salvation so 
appealing? What would get in the way of 
a person accepting this gift? 

APPLY THE TEXT

Discuss as a group the ramifications of salva-
tion being offered to all who believe in Jesus. 

How does this truth impact how the 
group functions? What needs to change 
for the group to demonstrate this truth 
to a greater degree?  

KEY DOCTRINE: The Kingdom 
The Kingdom is the realm of sal-
vation into which men enter by 
trustful, childlike commitment to 
Jesus Christ. (See Luke 18:15-17; 
Colossians 1:13.) 

BIBLE SKILL: Identify the imag-
ery in a verse or passage and 
discover what it communicates.  
Compare John 3 with 1 Peter 1:23 
and 1 John 5:1. How does being 
born spiritually convey the idea of 
spiritual transformation? Compare 
this passage. How is being born of 
God linked to faith in Christ and 
love for God? How does the picture 
of the new birth help you grasp the 
relationship believers share with the 
Heavenly Father
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Prayer Requests

TALK IT OUT
Start by quoting John 3:16. How old were you when you first learned this verse?

John 3:16 is probably the most widely recognized verse in the Bible. The verse is taught to chil-
dren in Vacation Bible School and is foundational for many believers in sharing their faith with 
others. The verse has often been described as the gospel in a nutshell. John 3:16 starts (and 
ends) with God’s love—His agape love. This is a self-sacrificing, focused-on-the-needs-of-others 
kind of love.

What does it mean to you that God loves you unconditionally?

The second part of the verse is a perfect example of God’s agape form of love—He gave up His 
Son as the sacrifice for our sin. Jesus, our Lord, Savior, and the Messiah provides the opportunity 
for salvation and eternal life to all people.

Why do so many people reject God’s gift of salvation?

Memorize and share John 3:16. Create a screensaver with the verse for your phone to serve as 
a conversation starter.   
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DAILY EXPLORATION
Day 1: JOHN 3:4-8

Highlight verse 5.

Nicodemus was a good man and a religious man—one with a firm understanding of the Old 
Testament. A man could not become a Pharisee and member of the Sanhedrin if he were other-
wise. This meeting was evidence that in spite of all of Nicodemus’s achievements and honors, 
something was still missing—something deep inside. Jesus understood Nicodemus’s need. 
He explained that to enter the kingdom of God a person had to be born again. Nicodemus’s 
questions in verse 4 reveal he did not understand what Jesus was saying; he was applying what 
Jesus said to a physical birth rather than a spiritual one. Jesus contrasted the two births, the 
physical and the spiritual. Born of the Spirit refers to the transformative presence of God in a 
person. This state cannot come about by human effort or achievement; it only comes from above.   

No one can enter God’s kingdom by human effort or natural means. God’s Spirit moves within 
the human spirit to convince us that we are sinners. He illumines Scriptures and magnifies Jesus 
as God’s Son who died and rose again. As we respond in repentance and faith, God accomplishes 
that mysterious act of salvation and we can be born again.

What do people find confusing about salvation coming through faith in Jesus alone?

Day 2: JOHN 3:9-13

Consider how human reason cannot understand God’s supernatural work.

As a Pharisee, Nicodemus believed one’s righteous works and achievements made a person right 
with God. Jesus, though, was teaching something radically different. What was necessary was 
for a person to be born from above. Jesus questioned Nicodemus’s understanding of the Old 
Testament and his spiritual discernment. A prominent authority like Nicodemus should know 
these things. 

In verse 13, Jesus explained why His words were uniquely reliable. No other human had ever 
been to the heavenly realm, known heavenly things from personal experience, and come from 
the heavenly realm—except the Son of Man Himself. The verb tense John used in stating Jesus 
descended from heaven indicates a unique event in history. This points back to Jesus, the Word, 
existing from eternity past, becoming flesh, and dwelling in our midst (1:1-14). This uniqueness 
set Jesus apart, affirmed the fact He was (and is) the Messiah, and serves as the basis for our 
being able to trust in Him.  

How does your background influence the way you understand and respond to Jesus?
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Day 3: JOHN 3:14-15

Look for parallels between the Israelites in the desert and people today.

Having spoken about the Son of Man descending from heaven, Jesus next spoke about Him 
being lifted up. In doing so, He was referencing a story from Numbers 21. Snakes had bitten 
the Israelites while they were in the wilderness. After Moses interceded on their behalf, God 
instructed him to make a likeness of a snake and lift it up on a pole. When the Israelites looked 
at the snake, they recovered (Num. 21:4-9). Jesus was foretelling His death, when He would be 
lifted up on a cross and become the source of life for all who had been infected by the serpent’s 
life-destroying deceit.  

Jesus explained how the life He offered was different from what the Israelites experienced in 
the desert—the life He offered was eternal. And rather than looking at the image lifted up, the 
requirement for eternal life was that each individual believes in him. Jesus’s death on the cross 
provided atonement for sinful humanity. Persons who look to Him with faith as the crucified 
and risen Lord will have eternal life. 

Why is it so important to understand that salvation is available  
to everyone who believes in Jesus?

Day 4: JOHN 3:16

Notice who takes the initiative in salvation.

Nicodemus must have been surprised when Jesus explained that God was making this offer to 
the world. Jews could not fathom God loving beyond His own people. Indeed, Christianity is 
unique in teaching that God’s love is not limited by race or nationality. 

For God to give his one and only Son referred both to the Messiah coming to earth in human 
form and to His atoning sacrifice on Calvary. This one statement emphasizes the Father’s sacri-
ficial, self-giving love. Salvation comes at His initiation and His expense. This gift is offered to 
everyone who believes in him (see 1:14; 1 John 2:2). Faith provides the “how” of salvation. God 
does the work of regeneration, but He chooses to do so upon one’s faith. To believe is to have a 
personal, trustful response to God’s gift of forgiveness, grace, and eternal life. To perish is the 
opposite of having eternal life. Eternal life is made possible to all who believe in Jesus because, 
as the prologue of John’s Gospel stated, “in him was life” (John 1:4). 

What makes God’s gift of salvation so appealing to you?  
What would get in the way of someone accepting this gift?
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Day 5: JOHN 3:17-18

Note the two groups of people in these verses.

God’s intention and desire is to save the world, not to con-
demn it. That desire was behind the virgin birth, Jesus’s sinless 
life, His death on the cross, and His resurrection, so that a 
rebellious and disobedient world might believe in God’s one 
and only Son.

Scripture divides the world into two groups: those who believe 
and those who do not (v. 18). Those who do not believe are 
condemned; those who believe are not condemned. The reason 
for the condemnation is because the non-believer has not 
put his or her faith in Jesus. A person who fails to believe is 
already condemned because all born to Adam’s race inherit a 
sinful nature. This too would have been news to Nicodemus. 
First-century Jews believed that when the Messiah came, he 
would judge Gentiles but not Jews. Jesus stated that those who 
avoid God’s judgment will be those who believe in His one and 
only Son. The glorious news of the gospel is that grace, faith, 
and eternal life are still offered to all who believe.

How can you use what Jesus shared with Nicodemus to 
initiate a conversation with someone about Jesus?

APPLY THE TEXT

Who do you know, friend or family member, who is not a 
believer? Look for ways to use what Jesus shared with Nico-
demus to initiate a conversation with them about Jesus.
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06

But Whoever Drinks
Jesus provides eternal satisfaction for all who trust in Him.

JOHN 4:11-26

S e s s i o n  6
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What physical realities do people look to for satisfaction?

We are thirsty. Advertisers play to that thirst, promising us their product will give us what we 
are missing. Social media feeds our thirst as well, knowing what will cause us to keep scrolling 
through the endless feeds. People throughout history have had that same thirst, looking for 
something that will quench it—anything. Jesus encountered a woman thirsting as well and 
helped her find the water for which she longed.  

UNDERSTAND THE CONTEXT
In 722 BC, the Assyrians conquered Israel and 
destroyed its capital city, Samaria. They took 
many Israelites as captives and moved cap-
tives from other lands into the almost-des-
olate Israel. These newly-relocated peoples 
brought their religious traditions with them. 
In time, some of the remnant Jews mar-
ried the new inhabitants and mingled their 
religious beliefs with Judaism. These were 
the Samaritans.

Not wanting to be used by the Pharisees in 
a false competition with John the Baptist, 
Jesus departed Judea to return to Galilee. 
He had a divine appointment with a woman 
who did not expect her life to change that 
day. Because of her, Jesus deliberately trav-
eled through the Samaritan town of Sychar. 
Sychar is identified with Shechem, the origi-
nal capital of the Northern Kingdom of Israel.  

Although weary from His journey, Jesus was 
not too tired to fulfill His Messianic pur-
pose to seek and save the lost (Luke 19:10). 
At noon, He sat on the edge of the well while 
His disciples went into the city to buy food. 
Into this setting came a Samaritan woman. 

When Jesus spoke to her, He broke several 
customs that surprised her. Men did not 
speak to unaccompanied women. Jews did 
not speak with Samaritans. Jewish strangers 
did not ask for help from a Samaritan woman. 
As we later discover, she was a woman of ill-re-
pute, making the encounter increasingly odd. 
Yet, tradition would not prevent Jesus from 
reaching out to save her.

Jesus’s encounter with the woman, her 
response, and the subsequent witness to the 
people of the city provide the primary focus 
for this week’s lesson. We will learn how 
people can be led to see Jesus as the Christ 
and follow Him. The goal of Jesus’s mission 
involves making one’s way past cultural bar-
riers to see lives transformed through the 
gospel of Jesus.
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Key Words

A. The imagery of running 
water that constantly moves 
and does not grow stagnant. 

B. The Samaritans claimed 
a special relationship with 
Jacob, the founder of Israel.

C. A person directed by 
God to speak or interpret 
His message to people. The 
Samaritans were expecting 
a specific prophet to serve as 
a forerunner to the Messiah, 
though it is not clear if the 
woman thought Jesus might 
be this prophet.

D. The Samaritans had built 
a worship site on Mount 
Gerizim. They believed it 
was affirmed by Moses and 
was God’s genuine dwelling 
place among His people. 

E. The Samaritans believed 
they were the true 
descendants of Israel (Jacob) 
and keepers of the Torah, 
rather than the Jews in 
Israel. These disputes led to 
tension and racism. 

F. To rightly worship God, 
one must rightly understand 
His character and nature. 
Since He is not limited by 
geography, His people can 
worship Him anywhere 
and at any time. The 
motivation and sincerity of 
worship takes precedence 
over location.

   

JOHN 4:11-26
11 “Sir,” said the woman, “you don’t even have a bucket, 
and the well is deep. So where do you get this ‘living 
water’? A 12 You aren’t greater than our father Jacob, B 
are you? He gave us the well and drank from it himself, 
as did his sons and livestock.” 13 Jesus said, “Everyone 
who drinks from this water will get thirsty again. 14 But 
whoever drinks from the water that I will give him will 
never get thirsty again. In fact, the water I will give him will 
become a well of water springing up in him for eternal life.” 
15 “Sir,” the woman said to him, “give me this water so that 
I won’t get thirsty and come here to draw water.” 16 “Go call 
your husband,” he told her, “and come back here.” 17 “I don’t 
have a husband,” she answered. “You have correctly said, ‘I 
don’t have a husband,’ ” Jesus said. 18 “For you’ve had five 
husbands, and the man you now have is not your husband. 
What you have said is true.” 19 “Sir,” the woman replied, “I 
see that you are a prophet. C 20 Our ancestors worshiped 
on this mountain, D but you Jews say that the place to 
worship is in Jerusalem.” 21 Jesus told her, “Believe me, 
woman, an hour is coming when you will worship the 
Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22 You 
Samaritans E worship what you do not know. We worship 
what we do know, because salvation is from the Jews. 
23 But an hour is coming, and is now here, when the true 
worshipers will worship the Father in Spirit and in truth. 
Yes, the Father wants such people to worship him. 24 God 
is spirit, F and those who worship him must worship in 
Spirit and in truth.” 25 The woman said to him, “I know 
that the Messiah is coming” (who is called Christ). “When 
he comes, he will explain everything to us.” 26 Jesus told 
her, “I, the one speaking to you, am he.”
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EXPLORE THE TEXT
1.  THIRST QUENCHED? 

(JOHN 4:11-15)

People find lasting spiritual satisfaction 
only in Jesus.

How does our spiritual need resemble  
an unquenchable thirst?

2.  SIN EXPOSED 
(JOHN 4:16-20)

Admitting our sin is the first step toward 
salvation.

What makes admitting our past failures 
and current sin so difficult?

How do some people divert attention 
from personal responsibility with 
theological discussion?

3.  TRUE WORSHIP 
(JOHN 4:21-24)

Believers must worship God in Spirit and truth.

How can prejudices and debates get in 
the way of true worship of God? 

How do we know when we have 
worshiped God in Spirit and in truth? 

4.  TRUE FAITH 
(JOHN 4:25-26)

Believers find eternal satisfaction through 
faith in the promised Messiah.

What role does faith play in a person’s 
understanding of spiritual truth?  
How much knowledge does someone  
need to believe in Jesus and be saved?

APPLY THE TEXT

As a group, discuss what worshiping in Spirit 
and in truth looks like today. 

How does your group help facilitate this 
type of worship? What actions can the 
group take to better encourage worship 
in Spirit and in truth?

KEY DOCTRINE: God the Son  
God the Son now dwells in all 
believers as the living and ever 
present Lord. (See Colossians 1:27; 
1 John 4:14-15.)

BIBLE SKILL: Dig deeper into 
the background and usage of key 
words or phrases. 
Examine Jeremiah 2:13 and 17:13, 
Zechariah 14:8, John 7:37-39, and 
Revelation 7:17. How do these pas-
sages’ use of the term “living water” 
give insight into what Jesus told the 
Samaritan woman? Write a one-sen-
tence summary defining the term 
based on these passages.
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Prayer Requests

TALK IT OUT
Consider John 4:14. When you are incredibly thirsty, what do you prefer  
to drink? Why?

John 4:14 is a portion of the conversation Jesus had with a Samaritan woman at the well. 
Because of her sinful reputation, she had come to the well in the afternoon rather than in the 
morning with the other women. She needed water; Jesus offered her water that was completely 
different from that in the well into which she lowered her bucket.

When have you tried to meet a spiritual need with the things of the world  
rather than turning to Christ? What was the result?

The word Jesus used in verse 14 refers to a fountain or spring of water. It was completely different 
from the small well from which the woman drew water. The fountain of living water Jesus offers 
is not dependent on an external, limited supply of water; it flows from the life of Jesus Himself.

In what ways have you experienced this fountain of living water in your own life?

Memorize John 4:14. Text one another during the week to describe when and where you expe-
rience the fountain of life from Jesus. 
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DAILY EXPLORATION
Day 1: JOHN 4:11-15

Look for the contrast between the two types of water.

The unnamed Samaritan woman went to the well to draw water in the middle of the day. Women 
typically drew water early in the mornings when it was cooler. Her going in the middle of the 
day highlighted that she was likely a social outcast. Jesus spoke to her, “Give me a drink” (v. 7).  
Jews would have considered the Samaritan woman’s water bucket to be defiled and unclean. 
Thus, Jesus’s actions were shocking. But in His eyes, people were more important than protocol. 

Jesus offered “living water” (v. 10), a term that typically referred to flowing water. Shechem 
had no rivers or streams; all local water came from wells. Thus, for Jesus to offer living water 
confused the woman. Thinking in physical terms, she noted Jesus did not even have a bucket, 
and there was no living water in the area. Jesus explained the water He provided would perma-
nently quench one’s thirst. For those who received His “gift of God” (v. 10), this water would be 
springing up in him for eternal life. Jesus was referring to the Holy Spirit, who alone can give life 
(6:63). Three times this passage speaks of being thirsty, emphasizing that Jesus was responding 
to a genuine physical need. What He was offering, though, was more. He offered to satisfy the 
woman’s thirst at a spiritual level. 

How does your spiritual need resemble an unquenchable thirst?

Day 2: JOHN 4:16-18

Contemplate on the fact we can hide nothing from Jesus.

Jesus seemingly changed the subject by directing the woman to summon her husband. Jesus, 
though, was not changing the subject. He was drawing attention to the woman’s personal need 
and longing, a thirst she had been unable to satisfy. This directive likely gave the woman a jolt. 
She explained she had no husband. But Jesus knew the woman’s marital history and her current 
situation. This woman was now living with a man who was not her husband. 

Jesus did not condemn the woman. Although He did not condemn her, He did not approve 
of her lifestyle. This woman was, to say the least, morally compromised. He thus confronted 
her with the truth about her sinful life. The amazing thing is that Jesus knew all about her life 
without her having to say anything. It’s a reminder that Jesus knows what’s going on in our lives. 
Nothing is hidden from Him. He confronted the woman with her sin; He does the same with us 
today. He reminds us that we are all sinners in need of cleansing and forgiveness. And as John 
the Baptist proclaimed, Jesus came as the Lamb of God to take away the sin of the world (1:29).  

Is it comforting or troubling that Jesus knows everything going on in your life? Why? 
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Day 3: JOHN 4:19-20

Notice how the woman tried to change the subject when confronted with her sin.

By acknowledging Jesus was a prophet, the woman conceded that He was correct about her 
life and lifestyle. This evidently made her uncomfortable, so she directed the conversation in 
a different direction, the proper place for worship. She may have even gestured toward Mount 
Gerizim, which overlooked Jacob’s well. Samaritans believed the floodwaters in Noah’s day 
did not cover Mount Gerizim. They had chosen this mountain as the proper place of worship 
because it was near Shechem, where Abraham had first built an altar to God (Genesis 12:6-7). 
Samaritans believed Abraham had taken Isaac to Mount Gerizim to offer him as a sacrifice; Jews 
identify the site as Mount Moriah, which later became the location of the temple in Jerusalem. 
Thus, the proper location for the worship of God had been a point of bitter contention between 
the Jews and Samaritans. Admitting our sin is the first step toward salvation. Confession and 
repentance of sin goes hand in hand with faith along the path of salvation. 

What makes admitting your past failures and current sin so difficult? 

Day 4: JOHN 4:21-24

Reflect on what true worship is.

Because the Samaritans rejected the writings of the prophets, the historical books, and the 
books of wisdom and poetry in the Old Testament, Jesus stated they worshiped what they did 
not know. They lacked the full revelation of the Old Testament. He went on to explain that the 
Jews were correct in their worship and understanding by saying that salvation is from the Jews. 
By this He meant God had chosen to reveal Himself to the Jews throughout the Old Testament 
and that salvation would be offered to all humanity through the Jewish Messiah, referring 
to Himself. 

Because the Messiah had come, Jesus could say that the hour is now here. The true worship 
of God would not be based on a location, rituals, or rites—but on the heart of the worshiper. 
Genuine and acceptable worship would be in Spirit and in truth. This worship would flow from 
the Spirit of God, who is unseen and yet vibrant and life producing. Truth meant it would align 
with the teaching of Scripture. Spirit and truth are not separate entities; they both must be at 
the core of our worship. In genuine Christian worship, both are essential.

How do you know when you have worshiped God in Spirit and in truth? 
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Day 5: JOHN 4:25-26

Pay attention to what Jesus claimed about Himself.

The woman said she was certain the Messiah is coming and 
that he will explain everything. The pronoun he in the wom-
an’s statement is in the emphatic position in the Greek. The 
meaning is that he is not you. Jesus then declared, I . . . am 
he. In using the phrase “I am,” Jesus was using the name God 
revealed to Moses at Mount Sinai (Exodus 3:14). In doing so, 
Jesus was identifying Himself as God in the flesh. Jesus was 
declaring that this Jewish (not Samaritan) man before her 
was the long-awaited Messiah and the source of the promised 
living water. He was the very one she had been looking for. The 
woman need look no further. Her anticipation was realized in 
the presence of the person before her. All her longing, every 
painful need, each point of confusion—everything could be 
satisfied in Jesus.

Believers find eternal satisfaction through faith in the prom-
ised Messiah. Like this woman, we come to Jesus bearing bur-
dens of sin. Our guilt weighs heavily on us, but He lifts it and 
frees us to enjoy eternal life in Him.

What role does faith play in understanding spiritual 
truth? How much knowledge do you need to believe in 
Jesus and be saved?

APPLY THE TEXT

Examine your life for areas in which you are looking for sat-
isfaction apart from Jesus. How would you say these stack 
up against the living water satisfaction that Jesus alone can 
provide? What can you do this week to help move away from 
these actions, attitudes, or thoughts and put your focus instead 
on Jesus? 
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07

Pick Up Your Mat
Jesus is Lord over all creation and values all people.

JOHN 5:5-16

S e s s i o n  7
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What is the difference between pity and compassion? Can a person express  
both simultaneously? Explain. 

Pity involves our response to a situation. We define a person by what he or she is experiencing. 
Compassion involves our response to a person. We define the experience by how the person is 
impacted. Compassion tends to move us toward acting because our focus is on the person, not 
the situation. Jesus showed both pity and compassion as He interacted with a lame man.  

UNDERSTAND THE CONTEXT
Jerusalem’s only natural source of water is 
the Gihon Spring, which flows east of the 
City of David. Water from the spring collects 
in underground caves. Beyond these, people 
once dug massive cisterns into the bedrock 
to collect rainwater. They lined these cisterns 
with a gray mortar that contained ash, soot, 
and other organic matter. After returning 
from Babylonian captivity, the people began 
to build large open-air pools that served as 
water reservoirs for the city’s growing popu-
lation. One of these was the Pool of Bethesda, 
which was located north of the temple mount. 

On His way into Jerusalem for an unspeci-
fied festival, Jesus found a large number of 
people gathered around the Pool of Bethesda. 
Located just inside the northeastern wall of 
the city, the pool offered respite for travelers 
coming through the Sheep Gate. The gate’s 
name possibly resulted from its being the 
place where sheep were brought for sacrifice 
or for the marketplace. 

In addition to travelers from the northern 
territories who stopped to wash and rest, 
many chronically ill and injured people gath-
ered around the pool. Jews and non-Jews 
alike believed the waters had healing powers. 
Non-Jews saw it as a healing sanctuary and 
attributed its powers to Eshmun, the Semitic 
god of healing. They believed that an angel 
stirred the water on occasion and the first 
person to enter the pool would be healed.  

After healing a man who had been lame for 
thirty-eight years, Jesus told him to take his 
mat and go home. Instead of showing grati-
tude to Jesus for his healing, the man delib-
erately sought the inquiring Jews to report 
Jesus’s identity, setting up a confrontation 
between the Jewish leaders and Jesus. Jesus 
used the conflict as an opportunity to declare 
Himself to be God’s Son. 
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Key Words

A. Jesus knew the answer to 
this question. However, He 
wanted the man to express a 
measure of faith.

B. Common belief was that 
when an angel stirred the 
waters, the first person in 
would be healed. The KJV 
adds verses 3b-4 to explain 
this, though these verses are 
considered by some a later 
scribal addition.

C. The Jewish day of rest. 
While God had ordained a 
weekly Sabbath, the religious 
leaders had expanded its 
meaning to cover many 
different forms of “work,” 
including carrying a mat.

D. Jesus healed many people 
with physical illnesses 
or disabilities in all four 
Gospels. See also Matthew 
9:1-8; Mark 2:1-12; and 
Luke 5:17-26.

E. After healing the man 
physically, Jesus focused on 
his spiritual well-being.

F. The leaders shifted their 
hostility from the man 
to Jesus because He had 
healed on the Sabbath. His 
relationship with them 
would continue to erode. 

   

JOHN 5:5-16
5 One man was there who had been disabled for 
thirty-eight years. 6 When Jesus saw him lying 
there and realized he had already been there a 
long time, he said to him, “Do you want to get 
well?” A 7 “Sir,” the disabled man answered, “I have 
no one to put me into the pool when the water is 
stirred up, B but while I’m coming, someone goes 
down ahead of me.” 8 “Get up,” Jesus told him, “pick 
up your mat and walk.” 9 Instantly the man got 
well, picked up his mat, and started to walk. Now 
that day was the Sabbath, C 10 and so the Jews 
said to the man who had been healed, D “This is the 
Sabbath. The law prohibits you from picking up your 
mat.” 11 He replied, “The man who made me well 
told me, ‘Pick up your mat and walk.’ ” 12 “Who 
is this man who told you, ‘Pick up your mat and 
walk’?” they asked. 13 But the man who was healed 
did not know who it was, because Jesus had slipped 
away into the crowd that was there. 14 After this, 
Jesus found him in the temple and said to him, 
“See, you are well. Do not sin anymore, E so that 
something worse doesn’t happen to you.” 15 The 
man went and reported to the Jews that it was 
Jesus who had made him well. 16 Therefore, the 
Jews began persecuting F Jesus because he was 
doing these things on the Sabbath.
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EXPLORE THE TEXT
1.  COMPASSION EXPRESSED 

(JOHN 5:5-9a)

Believers are to offer compassion to all people.

How was interacting with the nameless 
man an act of mercy? Why does Jesus 
expect His followers to be instruments  
of His mercy?

How does a person’s obedience to Jesus 
serve as a statement of faith as well? 

2.  LEGALISM EXPOSED 
(JOHN 5:9b-13)

Believers can affirm Jesus working in the lives 
of all people.

How can religion become an excuse not 
to show compassion to hurting people? 

Why might Jesus act in a person’s life 
even when they do not recognize Him? 

3.  IDENTITY EXPOSED 
(JOHN 5:14-16)

Believers can celebrate the works of Jesus.

Why is it sometimes easier to find fault 
instead of celebrating Jesus’s working in 
a person’s life?  

APPLY THE TEXT

With your Bible study group, identify people in 
your community who are hurting or who have 
been marginalized. 

What actions can your class or group 
take to remove barriers and to meet 
spiritual and physical needs?

KEY DOCTRINE: The Christian 
and Social Order 
We should work to provide for the 
orphaned, the needy, the abused, 
the aged, the helpless, and the 
sick. (See Deuteronomy 10:18; 
James 1:27.)

BIBLE SKILL: Use a Bible dictio-
nary to gain deeper insight. 
Read an article about the Sabbath 
in a Bible dictionary. Note Bible 
passages cited in the article, read-
ing selected passages. How do the 
Old Testament and New Testament 
teachings on the Sabbath comple-
ment each other? How did Jesus’s 
actions in John 5 demonstrate 
respect for the Sabbath and the 
rightness of acting on that day?

DID YOU KNOW? The Mishnah, a 
collection of Jewish rabbinic discus-
sions compiled about AD 220, has six 
major divisions. Two of the divisions 
(Shabbath and Erubin) are devoted 
to rules and regulations regarding 
the Sabbath and define “work” under 
thirty-nine headings in an attempt 
to show what was allowed or prohib-
ited on the Sabbath. 
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Prayer Requests

TALK IT OUT
Read John 5:21 and talk about how Jesus has made your life different than it was 
before you came to Christ.

Jesus is Lord over all creation and He values all people—including you. God can raise the dead 
and Jesus raised Lazarus from physical death. The word Jesus used in verse 21 for “raises” 
implies being wakened from sleep and to be awakened to life. Salvation is literally being brought 
out of spiritual death and being awakened to spiritual life (Ephesians 2:1-5). Sin brings spiritual 
death, but God raises us to spiritual life through Jesus.

What difference does it make that Jesus gives you life?

The word translated “gives life” near the end of verse 21 can be used only of God; only He can 
bring someone from death to life. We cannot raise ourselves from death to life. Verse 24 tells us 
that this life is received by hearing Jesus’s word and believing in Him. 

How has Christ given you new life? In what ways have you become alive in Him?

Memorize John 5:21 and consider the new life God has given you.
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DAILY EXPLORATION
Day 1: John 5:5-7

Consider Jesus’s question.

Jesus focused on those whom others ignored. That was the case when He passed by the Pool of 
Bethesda. At the pool, Jesus saw a man who had been disabled for thirty-eight years. John did 
not describe the man’s disability. Evidently, though, it caused some type of paralysis or weak-
ness that rendered the man unable to maneuver himself. Jesus began the conversation with the 
man by asking if he wanted to be healed. This question is a reminder that some people become 
comfortable in their misery. Others who suffer can be overcome with a sense of hopelessness; 
this was likely the case for the disabled man. The man’s response indicated he did not know who 
Jesus was. Rather than focus on Jesus’s ability, the man fixated on his own disability. He had 
no one to put him into the waters when they stirred. Standing before him, though, was the One 
who could both help and heal him. 

Too often, we dismiss persons who have suffered for a long time with the idea that they could 
improve themselves if only they would. Like the man in this story, many people—including 
the unborn—have no one to help them. God puts us in their paths by divine appointment so 
we can be His channel of blessing. 

How was interacting with the nameless man an act of mercy?  
Why does Jesus expect His followers to be instruments of His mercy?

Day 2: John 5:8-9a

Pay attention to the man’s obedience.

The power of Jesus to heal and to change a life is not limited by external or physical circum-
stances. He spoke simply with three commands: Get up, . . . pick up your mat and walk. Jesus 
often demanded action as evidence of belief. The man responded with obedience, following 
Jesus’s commands. The man’s response and healing were immediate. Instantly, he got well. 
Jesus does not command us without giving us the ability to carry out His instructions. The 
man perceived strength entering his broken body. Limbs that had lain lifeless began to move. 
He picked up his mat and started to walk. The tense of this verb describes an ongoing act of 
walking. Taking his mat with him underscored the permanence of the man’s healing; he would 
not be returning to the Pool of Bethesda tomorrow. 

How does your obedience to Jesus serve as a statement of faith as well? 
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Day 3: John 5:9b-10

Note when the miracle occurred.

Verse 9b sounds an ominous note—the healing occurred on the Sabbath. Jesus was fully aware 
that He had healed on the Sabbath. He also knew that the religious leaders would object to any-
thing that resembled their traditional view of work. However, Jesus never allowed legalism to 
hinder His compassion. 

Understanding Jewish rituals around the Sabbath is key to understanding the significance 
of both Jesus’s actions and His commands. Through the years, scribes and other teachers had 
added to the biblical law with an unbiblical result. In their view, Jesus violated the Sabbath by 
healing the man because that was considered work. Likewise, the man was breaking the rules 
because he was not allowed to carry anything on the Sabbath. So, as the man walked home with 
his mat, he was confronted by the Jews. Rather than show compassion, the Jewish authorities 
focused only on how the man violated their religious beliefs and practices. Their behavior is a 
reminder that we can easily get our eyes off people and miss opportunities to show care and 
concern to the wounded and hurting who are right in front of us.

When have you used religion as an excuse not to show compassion to hurting people? 

Day 4: John 5:11-13

Imagine the tone of the religious leaders’ question in verse 12.

Upon hearing the Jews’ criticism, the man explained that the reason he was carrying his mat 
was because the one who healed him had said, Pick up your mat and walk. Wanting to make 
sure he did not come into the crosshairs of the religious authorities, the man blamed Jesus for 
his healing. The Jews demanded to know, Who is this man . . .? The question itself sounds like 
an accusation. Their concern was not about this seemingly random man who had violated the 
Sabbath. They wanted to know about the one who had the audacity to instigate this disobedi-
ence. They saw Jesus as the greater threat. Still trying to claim his innocence, the healed man 
reported, albeit truthfully, that he did not know who Jesus was. Jesus had slipped away and 
disappeared into the crowd. The man never asked Jesus’s name either before or after his healing. 
Amazement at his new condition diverted his attention from the Healer to the healing. 

Sometimes, God chooses to heal supernaturally, without human intervention. At other times, 
God uses doctors, medicine, and other physical implements. Behind all healing is the Great 
Physician. In His divine providence, God determines who and how to heal, but in every instance, 
we recognize the Lord at work.

Why might Jesus act in a person’s life even when the person doesn’t recognize Him? 
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Day 5: John 5:14-16

Notice why the Jews began persecuting Jesus.

The next time we read of the man and Jesus, they were both 
in the temple. The verb tense Jesus used when He said to the 
man, you are well, indicated the man remained well. This was 
not a temporary fix to the man’s problem. 

The man went and explained to the religious leaders that Jesus 
was responsible for his healing. In doing so, he was attempting 
to ingratiate himself to the authorities. At the same time, the 
man’s response does indicate something positive. The Jews 
had asked in verse 12, “Who is this man who told you, ‘Pick up 
your mat and walk’?” The man now reported that it was Jesus 
who had made him well. In doing so, he focused on the Healer. 
The response of the Jews was predictable, they began persecut-
ing Jesus. The verb tense indicates that after this event, they 
were continually persecuting Him. This event at the Pool of 
Bethesda marked a shift in how John reported the miracles or 
signs in his Gospel. The earlier signs were for the benefit of the 
recipient, this healing introduced a new thread that hereafter 
served as a theme in his Gospel. The miracles of Jesus became 
a point of contention for the religious leaders. Rather than 
rejoicing, the Jewish authorities responded with disapproval, 
opposition, and, ultimately, with seeking the death of Jesus. 

Why is it sometimes easier to find fault instead of 
celebrating Jesus’s working in a person’s life? 

APPLY THE TEXT

In your regular errands and outings, where are you likely to 
encounter people who are hurting or who have been margin-
alized? Recognizing those potential encounters, what can you 
do to prepare to minister to them and show them compassion? 
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08

I Am the Bread
Jesus provides spiritual food that always satisfies.

JOHN 6:26-40

S e s s i o n  8
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What should a person expect from God? 

In Charles Dickens’s novel Oliver Twist, a starving Oliver brings his empty bowl to the master 
and pleads for more food. Instead of food, he receives a blow to the head and a prompt decision 
to sell him. That master viewed Oliver as a nuisance and not a person in need. Jesus not only 
compassionately fed thousands of hungry people, He reminded us that only faith in Him will 
satisfy our deepest needs.  

UNDERSTAND THE CONTEXT
Jesus’s response to a crowd of hungry people 
was due to His compassion for the people as 
well as His desire to challenge His disciples 
to deeper faith. When evening came, the dis-
ciples got in their boat and started across the 
Sea of Galilee toward Capernaum while Jesus 
remained in prayer. As a storm arose on the 
sea, Jesus walked onto the water to join them. 
If they were astonished at the multiplication 
of loaves and fish, they were overwhelmed by 
Jesus’s sudden appearance. Receiving Him 
into the boat, the disciples found themselves 
at their destination.

The next morning, discovering Jesus had 
left, some of the people whom He had fed fol-
lowed Him to Capernaum. Jesus recognized 
that they had not come for Him, but for what 
they could get from Him—free food. He 
urged them to seek the true bread that came 
from heaven.  

Although Jesus had fed them through super-
natural means, they demanded more signs as 
proof of His authority. Like many of us, they 
ignored what He had already done for them 
in an attempt to manipulate Him into doing 

what they wanted. When Jesus claimed to 
be the bread of life that could provide eter-
nal life, they mocked Him. They could not 
understand the symbolism of His body being 
offered for them. 

Jesus acknowledged that not everyone would 
believe. At that point, the crowd began to 
disperse. Even many disciples started to 
leave. Jesus questioned the Twelve about 
what they would do. Speaking for the group, 
Peter responded that they had no one else 
to whom they might go. Jesus alone had the 
words of eternal life. Yet, even among this 
small group, chosen by Jesus to be His inner 
circle, one remained an unbeliever and would 
be His betrayer.
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Key Words

A. A supernatural action 
that points to a spiritual 
reality. John included seven 
signs in his Gospel to affirm 
Jesus as Messiah. 

B. Jesus described himself as 
the Son of Man throughout 
the Gospels. The phrase 
is also found 93 times in 
Ezekiel and refers to the 
prophet’s humanity. 

C. Jesus’s signs/miracles, 
along with His teaching, 
were proof that God the 
Father had sent Him and 
that He was the Messiah as 
He claimed.

D. Food that God provided 
for His people in the 
wilderness. It is described in 
the Old Testament as a white 
substance that tasted like a 
wafer sweetened with honey. 
See Exodus 16:31.

E. Jesus was the true bread 
from heaven, a term the 
crowd would have connected 
with God providing manna 
from heaven. 

F. Jesus consistently directed 
attention to the Father’s 
plan. He came to fulfill God’s 
plan, not His own. With 
this, John also emphasized 
Jesus’s unique relationship 
with the Father.

   

JOHN 6:26-40
26 Jesus answered, “Truly I tell you, you are looking 
for me, not because you saw the signs, A but because 
you ate the loaves and were filled. 27 Don’t work 
for the food that perishes but for the food that 
lasts for eternal life, which the Son of Man B will 
give you, because God the Father has set his seal 
of approval C on him.” 28 “What can we do to 
perform the works of God?” they asked. 29 Jesus 
replied, “This is the work of God — that you believe 
in the one he has sent.” 30 “What sign, then, are 
you going to do so that we may see and believe you?” 
they asked. “What are you going to perform? 31 Our 
ancestors ate the manna D in the wilderness, just 
as it is written: He gave them bread from heaven 
to eat.” 32 Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, 
Moses didn’t give you the bread from heaven, but 
my Father gives you the true bread from heaven. 
33 For the bread of God is the one who comes down 
from heaven and gives life to the world.” 34 Then 
they said, “Sir, give us this bread always.” 35 “I am 
the bread of life,” E Jesus told them. “No one who 
comes to me will ever be hungry, and no one who 
believes in me will ever be thirsty again. 36 But as I 
told you, you’ve seen me, and yet you do not believe. 
37 Everyone the Father gives me will come to me, 
and the one who comes to me I will never cast out. 
38 For I have come down from heaven, not to do 
my own will, but the will of him who sent me. F 
39 This is the will of him who sent me: that I should 
lose none of those he has given me but should raise 
them up on the last day. 40 For this is the will of my 
Father: that everyone who sees the Son and believes 
in him will have eternal life, and I will raise him up 
on the last day.”
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EXPLORE THE TEXT
1.  WANTS? 

(JOHN 6:26-29)

People must examine their motives for  
following Jesus.

Why were the people following Jesus? 
What indications do you see that the 
crowds did not understand Jesus’s 
true identity? 

How can a person’s wants be confused 
with needs? What are the dangers of 
failing to define the difference?

2.  MANNA 
(JOHN 6:30-34)

Believers find true nourishment in the truth 
of the gospel.

Why do people insist on a sign to validate 
their faith?

What is the significance of both manna 
and Jesus coming down from heaven? 
What did this say about Jesus?

3.  SATISFIED 
(JOHN 6:35-40)

A believer’s security comes through 
faith in Jesus.

How does belief in Jesus satisfy a 
person’s spiritual hunger? 

APPLY THE TEXT

Discuss with your Bible study group how belief 
in Jesus produces spiritual nourishment or 
contentment. Record stories shared about how 
faith in Jesus brings satisfaction. 

How does hearing how Christ impacts 
others encourage you? Why is it 
important for the group to share about 
ways each person is expressing faith in 
Jesus in their daily lives? 

KEY DOCTRINE: God’s Pur-
pose of Grace  
Believers shall be kept by the power 
of God through faith unto salvation. 
(See Psalm 97:10; 1 Peter 1:5.)

BIBLE SKILL: Dig deeper into 
the background and usage of key 
words or phrases. 
Compare God’s self-identification to 
Moses in Exodus 3:14 with Jesus’s 
“I am” statement in John 6:35. Con-
sider other instances of “I am” found 
in John’s Gospel: John 8:12; 10:7,11; 
11:25; 14:6; and 15:1,5. How did the 
Jews’ reaction (John 8:59) demon-
strate that Jesus equated Himself 
with God? How could you use these 
statements to help a non-believer 
understand Jesus’s divine nature 
and mission? 
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Prayer Requests

TALK IT OUT
As you focus on John 6:33, what are all the different ways bread is involved  
in your life on a daily basis?

Let’s face it, we eat a lot of bread and bread products—like pizza—or other starchy foods. When 
you’re really hungry, a stalk of celery is not going to satisfy you. You’re more likely to be satis-
fied with a grilled burger on a bun with a side of fries. Hunger leads us to find ways to satisfy 
that hunger.

How does Jesus provide more than simply relief from physical hunger?

Jesus often addressed physical needs—like hunger and thirst—to teach about our need for spir-
itual filling. Just as our bodies crave food and water, our spirits crave intimacy with God. Jesus 
is our provision for this filling through the work of the Holy Spirit in our lives. Jesus identified 
Himself as the bread of life (v. 35).

In what ways does Jesus satisfy you today? How does He do this?

Every time you have bread this week, stop and recite John 6:33 as you consider the true life 
Jesus offers.
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DAILY EXPLORATION
Day 1: John 6:26-29

Note what the people wanted versus what they needed.

Some people whom Jesus had miraculously fed on the other side of the Sea of Galilee followed 
Him to Capernaum. When they questioned why He had left them the previous night, He con-
fronted their motives. He stated, you are looking for me . . . because you ate the loaves and were 
filled. Jesus knew their deeper need was spiritual—not physical. He instructed the crowd to 
work for the food that lasts for eternal life. Fresh in Jesus’s mind was the scene of people eating 
until they were filled and the disciples afterward gathering up the leftovers of fish and loaves—
food that would not endure (6:11-12).  

Jesus’s statement—work for—does not contradict what Paul later wrote, that salvation is “not 
from works” (Eph. 2:9). We know that for two reasons. First, Jesus said the Son of Man will give 
this food that lasts. There is nothing to be earned—it is given. Second, the work involved is to 
believe in the one God has sent. Jesus explained, This is the work of God—to believe in the one 
he has sent. This is consistent with other teaching of Scripture, that salvation is made possible 
by believing in Jesus (John 3:16; Acts 16:31; Rom. 10:9-10). 

When have you confused your wants with needs? What are the dangers of  
failing to define the difference? 

Day 2: John 6:30-31

Highlight the questions in verse 30.

Jesus was aware people wanted a sign. After He had overturned the money changers’ tables in 
the temple, the Jewish leaders challenged Him for a sign of His authority (John 2:18). Addition-
ally, when Jesus received the request to heal the centurion’s son, He stated that people would 
not believe unless they saw a sign (4:48). Because Jews of the first century were anticipating 
the arrival of a prophet like Moses (6:14), they expected a sign that could be seen, and by seeing 
they could believe. According to their thinking, the sign would validate this was indeed the One 
they were expecting. 

Moses had provided manna for forty years; Jesus had provided one meal. The children of Israel 
had eaten bread from heaven; Jesus gave them loaves that were just like what they would have 
eaten at home. Jewish writings from this era indicate the people expected the Messiah to pro-
vide them manna. Thus, those who had traveled across the lake to find Jesus brazenly challenged 
Him and demanded to know if this was the work He was going to perform. They were interested 
in having their stomachs filled; Jesus was interested in filling their hearts.  

Why do people insist on a sign to validate their faith?
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Day 3: John 6:32-24

Pay attention to how Jesus defined the “bread of God.”

Jesus explained the following points: (1) Moses didn’t give the bread that had come from heaven; 
the Father was the source (see Ex. 16:4). (2) The manna of the past was not the true bread from 
heaven the Father gives. (3) Whereas the manna sustained physical life, this true bread is for 
spiritual life. This bread of God is the source of eternal life. (4) Just as the manna had come 
down from heaven, Jesus, the true bread, likewise comes down from heaven. God’s bread is not 
something but Someone. (5) The bread of God is the source of life for the world. Whereas the 
manna in the wilderness was for the Jews, the true bread is the source of spiritual life for Jews 
and Gentiles, regardless of one’s race, culture, socio-economic strata, age, or ability. 

The people first requested Jesus to perform a sign (John 6:30-31). Next, they requested Him 
to give us this bread always. This request proved the crowd had completely missed the point of 
everything Jesus had just said. They were still thinking of the bread they had the day before. 
They missed the spiritual truths that Jesus had just explained and were looking instead for 
something that could give them temporary satisfaction at best. 

What is the significance of both manna and Jesus coming down from heaven?  
What does this say about Jesus? 

Day 4: John 6:35

Circle the words “I am.”

Events in this chapter occurred near Passover (v. 4), the annual Jewish celebration that com-
memorated God delivering His people from Egypt. At the first Passover, the Jews ate a meal 
according to the Lord’s instructions. Then there was a miraculous crossing at the Red Sea. After-
ward, the Lord provided manna from heaven. In John 6, Jesus fed a huge multitude. He then 
miraculously crossed the Sea of Galilee by walking on the water. Then, He explained that He is 
the bread of life. 

Neither manna nor bread could provide permanent relief from hunger. Jesus, though, is the eter-
nal source of spiritual nourishment. The person who comes to Him and believes never hungers 
or thirsts again. To come to Him means to be willing to walk away from a life of sin; to believe 
means to trust Him fully as God’s eternal Son and the ultimate and only sacrifice for our sins. 
I am the bread of life is the first of seven “I am” statements Jesus made in John’s Gospel (see 
also 8:12; 10:7,9; 10:11,14; 11:25; 14:6; 15:1,5). “I am” is God’s name revealed to Moses at the 
burning bush (Exodus 3:13-15). Each time Jesus used “I am,” He was connecting God’s power 
and authority to Himself, thereby affirming His divine status.  

How do Jesus’s words encourage and comfort you?
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Day 5: John 6:36-40

Contemplate what it means to “come to” Jesus.

Verse 37 highlights the Father’s role in salvation; He is the ini-
tiator. John had made a similar declaration in the prologue to 
his Gospel (1:12-13). We cannot generate our own salvation, in 
part because “the heart is more deceitful than anything else, 
and incurable” (Jer. 17:9). The verse also states our responsibil-
ity—to come to Christ in faith. Note that our response is solely 
personal: the one who comes to me. It is an individual’s respon-
sibility to come. The individuals who come to Christ will never 
be cast out. Jesus emphasized this truth by declaring He would 
lose none of those whom the Father has given Him. What great 
declarations concerning the security of the believer! 

Verse 40 serves as a summary of verses 35-39. It explains why 
the Father sent Jesus: so those who saw Him would believe, 
have eternal life, and be raised up on the last day. To speak of 
having eternal life and being raised on the last day emphasizes 
the permanence of what Jesus was offering—especially in 
contrast to the temporary nature of the manna that appeared 
daily in the wilderness. How superior this true bread was to 
the manna. The crowds came seeking bread that would not 
last. What Jesus offered is eternal. To receive Him is to never 
be spiritually hungry again. 

How does belief in Jesus satisfy your spiritual hunger?

APPLY THE TEXT

Examine your life, looking for areas where you have tried to 
fill unseen longings with things that do not truly satisfy. What 
can you do this week to help replace temporary or counterfeit 
satisfaction with that which truly satisfies? 
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09

He Sent Me
Jesus was sent by the Father so we could know the Father.

JOHN 7:14-29

S e s s i o n  9
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What makes a teacher effective and memorable?

Most of us remember teachers who positively impacted us. They may not have been our favorite 
teachers, but what set them apart was something beyond their likability. Their wisdom, expe-
rience, or honesty may have set them apart. The people of Jerusalem were evaluating Jesus’s 
teaching, especially His authority. In the process, they were confronted with their own hypocrisy 
and lack of power.  

UNDERSTAND THE CONTEXT
Jesus was in Galilee, staying north because 
of a threat in Jerusalem and Judea: “the Jews 
were trying to kill him” (John 7:1). John had 
been introducing occurrences in which people 
were expressing opposition to what Jesus was 
saying and doing. In chapters 7 and 8, that 
conflict rises to a crescendo, as those who 
opposed Jesus tried to arrest and stone Him 
(7:32,44; 8:59). 

Events in chapter 7 occurred near the time 
of the Jewish Festival of Shelters (v. 2). This 
annual celebration, also called the Festival of 
Booths or Festival of Ingathering, occurred 
in October, about six months after the events 
in chapter 6. An important part of the cele-
bration occurred daily when the high priest, 
along with tens of thousands of other wor-
shipers, walked from the temple mount down 
to the Pool of Siloam. There, the priest filled a 
golden pitcher with water. Afterward, every-
one returned to the temple where the priest, 
with much fanfare, poured the water onto the 
altar. Pouring this water represented both a 
sacrifice and an act of faith that God would 
send the early rains. This also formed the 
backdrop for what Jesus said in John 7:37-38. 

As the festival neared its midway point, Jesus 
entered the city and began to teach in the 
temple. The crowds argued about His identity. 
As the festival drew to a close, the religious 
leaders sent guards to arrest Him. Jesus pro-
claimed that whoever believed in Him would 
receive living water. He was speaking about 
the Holy Spirit who would be given following 
His resurrection and ascension. Astonished 
at His authority, the soldiers refused to act 
against Him. When the religious leaders 
argued that none of the Sanhedrin believed 
Jesus, Nicodemus argued that they should 
hear Jesus before condemning Him. With 
a sneering reply, the chief priests and Phar-
isees ended the debate and left the scene. They 
refused to believe Jesus was sent by God.
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Key Words

A. A feast prepared to mark 
a special event. In this case, 
it was the Jewish Festival 
of Tabernacles (or Booths), 
which commemorated 
the Israelites’ time in the 
wilderness. 

B. Jesus was speaking as 
someone with rabbinical 
training. The people knew, 
however, that He had not 
studied in a formal setting. 
The religious elite had the 
same question about the 
disciples in Acts 4:13.

C. “Falsehood” (ESV); 
“Nothing false” (NIV). 
Jesus’s ministry was 
genuine, without deception 
or false motives.

D. Jesus pointed out a 
contradiction. If Jews 
could break the Sabbath to 
circumcise a man, the same 
standard should apply to 
healing an entire body.

E. Jewish tradition stated 
that the origins of the 
Messiah would be a 
mystery. Jesus’s audience 
knew He came from 
Nazareth, but they did 
not truly understand His 
heavenly origin.

JOHN 7:14-29
14 When the festival A was already half over, Jesus went 
up into the temple and began to teach. 15 Then the Jews 
were amazed and said, “How is this man so learned, B 
since he hasn’t been trained?” 16 Jesus answered them, 
“My teaching isn’t mine but is from the one who sent me. 
17 If anyone wants to do his will, he will know whether the 
teaching is from God or whether I am speaking on my own. 
18 The one who speaks on his own seeks his own glory; but 
he who seeks the glory of the one who sent him is true, and 
there is no unrighteousness C in him. 19 Didn’t Moses 
give you the law? Yet none of you keeps the law. Why are 
you trying to kill me?” 20 “You have a demon!” the crowd 
responded. “Who is trying to kill you?” 21 “I performed one 
work, and you are all amazed,” Jesus answered. 22 “This is 
why Moses has given you circumcision — not that it comes 
from Moses but from the fathers — and you circumcise a 
man on the Sabbath. 23 If a man receives circumcision on 
the Sabbath so that the law of Moses won’t be broken, are 
you angry at me because I made a man entirely well D 

on the Sabbath? 24 Stop judging according to outward 
appearances; rather judge according to righteous judgment.” 
25 Some of the people of Jerusalem were saying, “Isn’t this 
the man they are trying to kill? 26 Yet, look, he’s speaking 
publicly and they’re saying nothing to him. Can it be true 
that the authorities know he is the Messiah? 27 But we 
know where this man is from. E When the Messiah 
comes, nobody will know where he is from.” 28 As he was 
teaching in the temple, Jesus cried out, “You know me and 
you know where I am from. Yet I have not come on my 
own, but the one who sent me is true. You don’t know him; 
29 I know him because I am from him, and he sent me.”
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EXPLORE THE TEXT
1.  FROM THE FATHER 

(JOHN 7:14-19)

Believers can trust the teachings of Jesus.

How does being obedient to God’s will 
help us discern the validity of someone’s 
biblical claims? 

How do we know if a person’s teachings 
are from God?

2.  WITH RIGHTEOUSNESS 
(JOHN 7:20-24)

Believers must examine their lives  
for hypocrisy.

What makes seeing our own hypocrisy 
difficult?

3.  THEY KNOW EACH OTHER 
(JOHN 7:25-29)

Believers confidently proclaim that Jesus 
was sent by the Father.

What are the dangers of not knowing the 
full facts about Jesus?

What was the significance of Jesus 
saying God had sent Him? If they 
believed that were true, how would that 
validate Jesus and His message in the 
eyes of the Jews? 

APPLY THE TEXT

Discuss how Jesus’s being sent by the Father 
impacts how the Bible study group functions 
and should function in the future.

What actions can the group take to more 
readily help others understand that 
Jesus was sent by the Father so we could 
know the Father? 

KEY DOCTRINE: Education  
Christianity is the faith of enlight-
enment and intelligence. (See 
Job 28:28; 2 Timothy 3:14-17.)

BIBLE SKILL: Use a concordance 
and/or Bible dictionary. 
Review an article on “Festivals” to 
better understand the Feasts of 
Shelters (also known as the Feast 
of Tabernacles or Feast of Booths). 
Compare passages identified in the 
article. Note why the Jews celebrate 
this feast. How did the feast serve as 
a fitting backdrop for Jesus’s teach-
ings in John 7?
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Prayer Requests

TALK IT OUT
Read John 7:29 and consider where Jesus came from and why He came.

John 7:29 comes at the end of Jesus’s reply to the religious leaders concerning the identity of the 
Messiah. They were eagerly waiting for the Messiah, but Jesus didn’t fit their expectations—that 
no one would know where the Messiah came from. They knew where Jesus was from, they knew 
His family, and they saw Him move among them.

In what ways can someone know a lot about Jesus but not really know Him  
as Lord and Savior?

In verse 28, Jesus said the people questioning Him didn’t really “know” God. There’s a huge dif-
ference between knowing about God and knowing God. Jesus said He indeed knew God because 
He actually came from God. He and the Father were one—a spiritual truth the religious leaders 
could not comprehend.

What things do you do that help you know God better—in a personal way?

As you memorize John 7:29, keep in mind the context of verse 28. 
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DAILY EXPLORATION
Day 1: John 7:14-16

Notice the reason the Jews’ were amazed by Jesus’s teaching.

Jesus showed up in the temple about halfway through the festival and began to teach. John 
offered no details about what Jesus taught. He explained, though, that the people were amazed. 
Amazed implies bewilderment. They could not understand how Jesus had become so learned. 
Unlike other teachers, He did not parrot well-known rabbis, and His mastery of Scripture sur-
passed anything they had heard. 

Jesus’s teaching was different because He spoke in His own authority—not something He had 
gleaned from others (Mark 1:22; Luke 4:32). First-century rabbis regularly quoted and cited 
earlier Jewish teachers. In contrast, Jesus explained that His teaching, and by extension His 
authority for teaching, had come from the one who sent Him, meaning God the Father. What 
Jesus taught had come directly from God (see Matthew 11:27). In verse 15, the Jewish leaders 
challenged Jesus’s qualifications to teach.  

When was the last time you were amazed by Jesus?

Day 2: John 7:17-19

Reflect on why Jesus’s teaching is trustworthy.

Jesus explained that only those who chose to do God’s will would be able to discern spiritually 
whether His teaching had come from Himself or from God. Even rigorous rabbinic training could 
not provide that discernment; only having a faith-based relationship with God that resulted in 
obedience could produce spiritual understanding and clarity. Jesus was pointing out that He had 
perfect obedience to the Father, and they did not, which is why they did not recognize that His 
teaching had come from God. Jesus further explained what distinguished His teaching. Those 
who spoke their own messages glorified only themselves. They put themselves in the spotlight. 
Jesus explained that His intent was to glorify the One who sent Him. He did not say that what 
He spoke was true but that He is true, a self-description repeated in John 14:6. 

After evaluating their teaching as being self-promoting, Jesus highlighted their hypocrisy. They 
claimed to follow Moses and the law, which clearly prohibited murder (Exodus 20:13). Yet they 
had been looking for a means and opportunity to kill Him since He healed the disabled man at 
the Pool of Bethesda (John 5:18). 

How can you know if a person’s teachings are from God? 
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Day 3: John 7:20-24

Notice the hypocrisy in the religious leaders.

Shocked by what Jesus said, the crowd responded with rage: “You have a demon!” They were com-
pletely unaware of the Jewish leaders’ plot against Jesus, thus they demanded to know: “Who 
is trying to kill you?” Jesus certainly was not crazy or paranoid. Further, it would have been 
impossible for Jesus, God in the flesh, to be possessed by a demon. Jesus ignored the accusation.  

The one work that Jesus performed was to heal a man on the Sabbath (John 5:1-10). The Jews 
were amazed because the healed man had the audacity to violate the Sabbath by picking up his 
bedroll before he left. Jewish teachings instructed parents to circumcise their eight-day-old 
children, even on the Sabbath. Jesus moved from the lesser to the greater when He compared 
what God would allow. If God allowed a male child to be circumcised on the Sabbath, certainly 
He would not object to a grown man to be healed on the Sabbath. If the first was not a violation 
of the law, then surely the second would not be either. Jesus made another lesser-to-greater 
comparison. They were judging based on outward appearances rather than a righteous judgment 
based on God’s standards. If they would evaluate Him according to God’s righteous judgment, 
they would see that Jesus was who He claimed to be (see 7:17).   

What makes seeing your own hypocrisy difficult?

Day 4: John 7:25-27

Identify why the people of Jerusalem were confused.

These verses focus on one question: Was Jesus the Messiah or was He not? Those asking the 
question were people who lived in Jerusalem. They would have heard about accusations Jewish 
leaders had made about Jesus. The Jerusalemites put forth both sides of an argument. First, they 
wondered if maybe Jesus was the Messiah. The authorities had been saying they were going to 
kill Him. Yet, He had been speaking publicly without rebuke or repercussion. The authorities 
were members of the Sanhedrin, the rulers of the Jews (7:48). They had the power to arrest Jesus. 
With their influence, they also could ask the Romans to take Him into custody. The Jerusalemites 
concluded that the inaction of the authorities meant they must believe Jesus was the Messiah. 

Second, the Jerusalemites considered that maybe Jesus wasn’t the Messiah. They based this 
on the fact they knew where Jesus was from, meaning Galilee. He had lived in Nazareth before 
moving to Capernaum at the beginning of His ministry. Jews in that day believed that although 
the Messiah would be born of flesh and blood, his identity would remain a mystery until he 
began his work to set them free from oppression, which at this time meant the Romans. Hence 
the saying, nobody will know where he is from. 

What are the dangers of not knowing the full facts about Jesus?
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Day 5: John 7:28-29

Underline Jesus’s accusation.

At this point the discussion was over; Jesus was about to make 
His declaration. Shockingly, He stated, “you don’t know him; I 
know him because I am from him.” He accused them of lacking 
a genuine relationship with the God they were supposed to be 
honoring at this very festival.  

Jesus was not yet finished. He continued, “and he sent me.” 
Just as His teaching had come from the Father (v. 16), so had 
Jesus Himself. To reject the Messenger and His message was 
to also reject the One who sent Him. Although those at the 
temple were well versed in all things Jewish, there was still 
much they did not understand about the Father, and especially 
about His Messenger. 

Jesus was not merely another teacher or healer. He was God 
the Son who came from heaven, took on human flesh, died for 
our sins, and was raised again. His mission was no less than 
the salvation of all people who will repent of sin and place their 
faith in Him.

What was the significance of Jesus saying God had sent 
Him? If they believed that were true, how would that 
validate Jesus and His message in the eyes of the Jews? 

APPLY THE TEXT

Knowing that the teaching of Jesus originated with the Father 
and is founded in righteousness and truth, how much time 
would you say you spend with the Lord in the Word per week? 
What changes can you make to improve the amount of time 
and the quality of time that you spend with God in His Word? 
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10

I Am the Light
Jesus offers grace and forgiveness to all who repent and believe in Him.

JOHN 8:3-18

S e s s i o n  1 0
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What is the darkest place you have ever been in? What emotions did you experience?

Mammoth Cave in south-central Kentucky is the largest known cave system in the world. The 
mapped system covers 420 miles. During guided tours, guests are given the opportunity to 
experience complete darkness. The Bible compares our sin-filled world to living in darkness. Just 
like turning on the lights provides comfort and direction when in a cave, Jesus provides light in 
our world. He brings hope and assurance to anyone who will receive Him.    

UNDERSTAND THE CONTEXT
Following a confrontation at the temple, the 
Pharisees went to their houses while Jesus 
went to the Mount of Olives on the east side of 
Jerusalem (8:1). He often spent entire nights 
praying in the garden of Gethsemane on the 
slopes of that famous mountain. His spiri-
tual preparation was needed on the follow-
ing morning as He returned to the temple and 
continued teaching near the treasury. Hoping 
to trap Him, the religious leaders brought a 
woman who had been caught in the act of 
adultery. Demanding He say what should 
be done with her, these hypocrites were not 
interested in justice. They simply wanted 
to diminish Jesus in the eyes of the people. 
Confronting the Pharisees’ insincerity, Jesus 
showed compassion toward the woman. At 
the same time, He warned her to sin no more.

After the woman’s accusers silently slipped 
away, Jesus turned His attention to the crowd 
that had been listening. When He declared 
Himself to be the light of the world, the remain-
ing Pharisees attacked Him more directly.

The scene led Jesus to reflect on the day when 
He would leave and they would not be able to 
find Him. The Jewish leaders couldn’t com-
prehend this mysterious prophecy of His 
crucifixion, resurrection, and ascension. Even 
some of the people who had begun to believe 
in Him were confused at His claim to offer 
truth that could set them free. 

The Jews appealed to their heritage as Abra-
ham’s descendants. Jesus responded that 
Abraham had been given a vision of the 
Messiah and rejoiced. He went further and 
claimed to be the Anointed One. In doing so, 
Jesus employed the phrase “I am” that was 
uniquely associated with the name of God. 
Furious, the people took up stones to kill Him 
but Jesus left without injury because His time 
had not arrived.
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Key Words

A. The scribes’ primary 
responsibility was to 
transcribe documents, 
especially religious, judicial, 
political, and economic texts. 
Pharisees were recognized 
as religious experts in the 
law of Moses.

B. The Ten Commandments 
clearly prohibited adultery 
(Exodus 20:14) and carried 
severe penalties (Leviticus 
20:10; Deuteronomy 22:22) 
Ironically, in this case, 
the man was not brought 
to Jesus. 

C. If Jesus rejected stoning 
the woman, He would be 
accused of rejecting the law. 
If He supported stoning her, 
He risked violating Roman 
law. The religious leaders 
thought they had created 
an unresolvable dilemma 
for Jesus. 

D. Only one person present 
was without sin, and He 
was not going to throw a 
stone. Jesus did not deny the 
woman’s sin, but He turned 
the focus to the sins of 
her accusers.

E. John had identified Jesus 
as the “light of men” in 
the prologue of his Gospel 
(John 1:4).   

JOHN 8:3-18
3 Then the scribes A and the Pharisees brought a woman 
caught in adultery, making her stand in the center. 
4 “Teacher,” they said to him, “this woman was caught 
in the act of committing adultery. B 5 In the law Moses 
commanded us to stone such women. So what do you say?” 
6 They asked this to trap him, C in order that they might 
have evidence to accuse him. Jesus stooped down and 
started writing on the ground with his finger. 7 When they 
persisted in questioning him, he stood up and said to them, 
“The one without sin D among you should be the first to 
throw a stone at her.” 8 Then he stooped down again and 
continued writing on the ground. 9 When they heard this, 
they left one by one, starting with the older men. Only he 
was left, with the woman in the center. 10 When Jesus 
stood up, he said to her, “Woman, where are they? Has no 
one condemned you?” 11 “No one, Lord,” she answered. 
“Neither do I condemn you,” said Jesus. “Go, and from now 
on do not sin anymore.” 12 Jesus spoke to them again: 
“I am the light of the world. E Anyone who follows me 
will never walk in the darkness but will have the light of 
life.” 13 So the Pharisees said to him, “You are testifying 
about yourself. Your testimony is not valid.” 14 “Even if I 
testify about myself,” Jesus replied, “My testimony is true, 
because I know where I came from and where I’m going. 
But you don’t know where I come from or where I’m going. 
15 You judge by human standards. I judge no one. 16 And 
if I do judge, my judgment is true, because it is not I alone 
who judge, but I and the Father who sent me. 17 Even in 
your law it is written that the testimony of two witnesses 
is true. 18 I am the one who testifies about myself, and the 
Father who sent me testifies about me.”
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EXPLORE THE TEXT
1.  TRAPPED 

(JOHN 8:3-6)

Believers must be aware of the traps of  
judging others.

How does self-righteousness get in the 
way of grace? 

2.  FREED 
(JOHN 8:7-11)

Believers should seek to be agents of  
God’s forgiveness.

Why do we sometimes find it challenging 
to accept God’s forgiveness?

Why is it easier to point out other 
people’s sin rather than deal 
with our own? 

3.  SHINING 
(JOHN 8:12-18)

Believers can testify with confidence that 
Jesus offers forgiveness.

How might Jesus being light give hope to 
the woman who was caught in adultery? 
How did it give hope to the people in 
the crowd?

How do we know that Jesus can be 
trusted for telling the truth? 

APPLY THE TEXT

As a group, create a list of characteristics of 
a group that functions as agents of God’s 
forgiveness.  Using the characteristics listed, 
evaluate how well your group functions as 
these types of agents. 

How can the group be agents of God’s 
forgiveness to a greater degree? 

KEY DOCTRINE: Man  
Only the grace of God can bring 
man into His holy fellowship and 
enable man to fulfill the creative 
purpose of God. (See Psalm 32:1-5; 
1 Corinthians 15:21-22.)

BIBLE SKILL: Identify the imag-
ery in a verse or passage and 
discover what it communicates. 
Review John 1:4-5. Contrast Jesus’s 
statements about the light of the 
world in John 8:12 and 9:5. Since 
Jesus is the Light of the world, what 
did He mean when He said that His 
disciples are “the light of the world” 
(Matthew 5:14)? How did the apostle 
Paul add to this concept in Philippi-
ans 2:15? How can we shine the light 
of Christ’s gospel on an unbelieving 
world (2 Corinthians 4:4)?
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Prayer Requests

TALK IT OUT
As you consider John 8:12, what are the sources of light available to you right now?

Sometimes we take light for granted—like when the power goes out at night and we find our-
selves sitting in a dark room. These days, most of us would just grab our phone and turn on the 
flashlight feature. The word Jesus used for “light” has a deeper meaning. It refers to a light like 
the sun. His light is a light that cannot be diminished or contained.

In what ways does Jesus light your way?

Psalm 119:105 talks about God’s providing a light for our path. Jesus is that light. In John 8:12, 
Jesus referred to a greater spiritual principle than just the physical reality of light. Jesus pro-
vides relief from the spiritual darkness that surrounds us in a life apart from Christ. The word 
“darkness” refers to a moral and spiritual darkness.

When you consider your life before coming to faith in Christ, in what way is  
darkness a good description?

Since John 8:12 is a longer verse, try memorizing the first four or five words, then add a few 
more. Continue that until you have the entire verse committed to memory. 
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DAILY EXPLORATION
Day 1: John 8:3-6

Notice why the scribes and Pharisees brought the woman to Jesus.

The religious leaders put Jesus to the test. They brought a woman who had been caught in the 
act of committing adultery. Scripture does not say why they did not bring the man as well. He 
too would have faced the same fate as the woman. These religious experts stated that the law of 
Moses commanded the woman be stoned to death. They challenged Jesus: So what do you say? 
Their motive was not to enforce the law of Moses but to trap Jesus. They hoped His response 
would give them what they needed to accuse Him. If Jesus disagreed the woman should be 
stoned, they would accuse Him of denying the Mosaic law. If He pronounced, “Stone her!” then 
the scribes and Pharisees could report to the Romans that He had defied their authority by 
pronouncing an execution. Sadly, in hopes of destroying Him, they proved they were willing to 
destroy this woman.

Jesus responded by stooping down and writing on the ground with his finger. Did He write 
the names of women He had seen with these men? Did He write Jeremiah 17:13, which states 
that those who turn away from God will be written in the dirt? Scripture does not reveal 
what He wrote.

To what examples can you point to illustrtate how self-righteousness  
gets in the way of grace? 

Day 2: John 8:7-8

Contemplate on what Jesus may have written on the ground.

The woman’s accusers persisted in questioning Jesus. These men were evidently confident in 
their own righteousness—especially when they compared themselves to this woman who had 
been caught in the very act of adultery. Ready to announce His decision, Jesus stood up. Shock-
ingly, rather than say, “Stone her!” Jesus said, “The one without sin among you should be the first 
to throw a stone at her.” Can you imagine how high the tension was at that moment? Without 
saying another word, Jesus again stooped down and continued writing on the ground. 

No one could accuse Jesus of not upholding Jewish law. He had not disregarded or minimized 
the woman’s sin. In fact, His instruction to be the first to cast a stone was in accord with an Old 
Testament law. It taught that if someone were found to be guilty of idolatry, then the accuser’s 
hand was to be “the first against him to put him to death, and then the hands of all the people” 
(Deuteronomy. 13:9). So the one(s) who had caught the woman in the act of adultery should 
have cast the first stone. 

Why is it easier to point out other people’s sin rather than deal with your own? 
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Day 3: John 8:9-11

Note Jesus’s attitude toward the woman.

Those who had attempted to indict the woman and trap Jesus had instead been indicted and 
trapped by their own sin. One can almost see their shoulders drooping as they left one by one. 
After the men left, Jesus spoke to the woman for the first time. He used the culturally expected 
term, woman, to address her. In no way did Jesus imply the woman was innocent. Quite the 
opposite, saying, “Neither do I condemn you” indicated Jesus knew she had sinned. Yet He was 
putting into practice what He said to Nicodemus, “For God did not send his Son into the world 
to condemn the world, but to save the world through him” (John 3:17). Rather than condemning 
her because of her sin, Jesus exercised His divine right to forgive her sin.  

The final words Jesus spoke to the woman had to be truly liberating. He commanded her to walk 
away from her former life—a life marked by sin. He was not expecting her to live a sinless life; 
no one can. Yet He knew this experience would transform her. In the future she would be able 
to look back at this personal encounter with Jesus and say that was the moment that old things 
passed away and all things became new (see 2 Corinthians 5:17). 

Why do we sometimes find it challenging to accept God’s forgiveness?

Day 4: John 8:12

Identify the promise made to followers of Jesus.

Part of the nightly ritual during the Festival of Shelters included the lighting of a massive lamp, 
likely a menorah, in the temple’s court of women. This rite was a reminder of the Lord’s leading 
His people in the wilderness with a pillar of fire at night (Exodus 13:21-22). This ceremony in 
the temple formed the backdrop of Jesus saying, “I am the light of the world.” 

This is the second of the seven “I am” statements Jesus made. The Jews would have understood 
His use of “I am” as Jesus equating Himself with God the Father. After all, this was the same 
name God had revealed for Himself to Moses at the burning bush (Exodus 3:13-14). The pillar 
of fire present during the wilderness wanderings had been a visible manifestation of God’s 
presence with His people (Exodus 13:21). In this second “I am” statement, Jesus was identifying 
Himself as being the divine presence of God. He came, though, not just for the Jews but to be 
the light of the world. Accompanying this statement was the promise that anyone who follows 
Him would never walk in the darkness but will have the light of life. In one sense, His presence 
exposes sins, such as the hypocrisy of the religious leaders and the immorality of the adulterous 
woman. On a more positive note, Jesus also lights our way. Believers can discern what’s right 
even if they don’t choose it.  

How might Jesus being light give hope to the woman who was caught in adultery? 
How does it give hope to you?
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Day 5: John 8:13-18

Underline the phrase, “My testimony is true.”

The Pharisees called into question the testimony Jesus had 
given. They did not question the content of what Jesus said; 
rather, they contested His words on a legal technicality. They 
said His testimony was not valid, meaning not trustworthy. 
Jewish law required there to be two or three witnesses before 
a testimony was considered reliable. Jesus pointed out what 
He knew that they did not—where He had come from and 
where He was going. Their not knowing these essential ele-
ments about Jesus demonstrated they were not equipped to 
make a judgment about Him. Any judgment they made would 
be based solely on human standards. 

Jesus explained that He testified about Himself, and in His 
last statement named His supporting witness—the Father. 
Whereas the law required that a testimony had to be estab-
lished by two witnesses, Jesus named the Creator of the uni-
verse as being His. There’s a sense of intimacy in the word 
Father. Layer upon layer, Jesus was strengthening His argu-
ment that His testimony was both reliable and true. He ulti-
mately did so by joining Himself intimately with the God that 
the Pharisees claimed to know and follow themselves. The 
intimacy that Jesus shared with the Father validates that we 
can still rely on His words and promises for our lives today. 

How do you know that Jesus can be trusted for  
telling the truth? 

APPLY THE TEXT

Think about your own life. When you see others doing wrong, 
for what mistakes are you more likely to demand justice? For 
which faults do you extend grace? Be ready to discuss your 
answers with your Bible study group. What can you do this 
week to extend grace and forgiveness?
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11

You Have Seen Him
Jesus reveals truth to those who seek Him.

JOHN 9:24-38

S e s s i o n  1 1
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What is your favorite personal photograph? Why do you treasure that image?

Many of us take endless photos on our phones, each with a story. Some photos carry greater sig-
nificance than others, especially if the scene is a once-in-a-lifetime moment or our first time to 
see a place, thing, or person. We can get frustrated when others do not find our photos important 
or if they question the image. A man born blind was granted sight by Jesus, while some who had 
sight became blinded to the truth and tried to discredit him.    

UNDERSTAND THE CONTEXT
Following His confrontation with the scribes 
and Pharisees, Jesus left the temple and 
encountered a man who had been born blind. 
His disciples posed a theological question that 
revealed their lack of spiritual understanding. 
Like many people, they associated illness with 
sin. With their limited insight, the disciples 
were looking for cause and effect. Certainly, 
sin results in God’s chastisement, but not all 
illness is triggered by sin. 

Jesus revealed that God allows some con-
ditions to occur to demonstrate His glory. 
Sometimes the Lord gains praise through 
healing, as He did with this man. In other 
situations, Christians glorify God by the 
way they respond to His grace during their 
infirmity. This story not only magnifies God’s 
power as the blind man gained sight, but also 
the greater blessing of his becoming a believer 
in Christ.

Jesus made mud from dust and spit to apply 
on the man’s eyelids. Perhaps the combina-
tion of submitting to this strange application 
and the act of washing tested the man’s will-
ingness to believe and obey. 

As with other healings on Sabbath days, 
Jesus’s action provoked the Pharisees when 
they learned of the healing. With self-righ-
teous superiority, they rebuked the healed 
man for his testimony about Jesus. They even 
brought the man’s parents into the dispute, 
not accepting the fact that he was born blind. 
Finally, because of the man’s persistent affir-
mation of Jesus, the Pharisees threw him out 
of the synagogue. 

Compassionately, Jesus sought the man and 
revealed Himself as the Messiah. The man 
believed Jesus and received a greater blessing 
than physical sight. The unbelieving Phar-
isees, however, remained spiritually blind 
because of the hardness of their hearts.
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Key Words

A. Jesus had healed this 
man by putting mud on his 
eyes and sending him to 
the pool of Siloam to wash 
(John 9:6-7).

B. The Jewish leaders 
defined a “sinner” as one 
who broke the law of Moses. 
In their minds, Jesus was 
the ultimate example 
of a sinner.

C. “Reviled” (ESV; KJV). 
It refers to verbal abuse 
or vilification. It was the 
leaders’ way of belittling 
the man for daring to 
question them. 

D. This phrase appears four 
times in Acts and means 
a person surrendered to 
God. The idea describes 
appropriate reverence for 
God rather than terror. 

E. Instead of considering his 
logic, they turned him out 
of the community. It is not 
clear if this was a permanent 
excommunication or simply 
their attempt to avoid 
listening to him anymore.

F. Belief, along with faith, 
is a key recurring theme in 
John’s Gospel.

   

JOHN 9:24-38
24 So a second time they summoned the man 
who had been blind A and told him, “Give glory to 
God. We know that this man is a sinner.” B 25 He 
answered, “Whether or not he’s a sinner, I don’t 
know. One thing I do know: I was blind, and now I 
can see!” 26 Then they asked him, “What did he do 
to you? How did he open your eyes?” 27 “I already 
told you,” he said, “and you didn’t listen. Why do 
you want to hear it again? You don’t want to become 
his disciples too, do you?” 28 They ridiculed C 
him: “You’re that man’s disciple, but we’re Moses’s 
disciples. 29 We know that God has spoken to 
Moses. But this man — we don’t know where he’s 
from.” 30 “This is an amazing thing! ” the man told 
them. “You don’t know where he is from, and yet 
he opened my eyes. 31 We know that God doesn’t 
listen to sinners, but if anyone is God-fearing D 
and does his will, he listens to him. 32 Throughout 
history no one has ever heard of someone opening 
the eyes of a person born blind. 33 If this man were 
not from God, he wouldn’t be able to do anything.” 
34 “You were born entirely in sin,” they replied, 
“and are you trying to teach us?” Then they threw 
him out. E 35 Jesus heard that they had thrown 
the man out, and when he found him, he asked, 
“Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 36 “Who is he, 
Sir, that I may believe in him?” he asked. 37 Jesus 
answered, “You have seen him; in fact, he is the one 
speaking with you.” 38 “I believe, Lord!” F he said, 
and he worshiped him.
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EXPLORE THE TEXT
1.  I CAN SEE!  

(John 9:24-25)

Believers must examine their beliefs in light 
of the Scriptures.

How did the Pharisees’ traditions and 
beliefs keep them from seeing the truth 
about Jesus? 

How can our beliefs and traditions get in 
the way of accepting the truth?

2.  YOU CAN’T SEE?  
(John 9:26-34)

Believers can share with others the difference 
Christ makes in their lives.

Why might a person try to discredit the 
experience of another? 

What role does a person’s source of 
authority play in his or her willingness to 
examine the truth about Jesus? 

What makes a person’s changed life a 
powerful means for sharing about Jesus?

3.  I CAN REALLY SEE!  
(John 9:35-38)

Believers can worship Jesus in faith and action.

How does knowing Jesus’s identity move 
a person to have faith in Him? 

Why is worship the natural response 
of one whose life has been changed 
because of Jesus?

APPLY THE TEXT

Reflect on ways a Bible study group can help 
those who are seeking to know the truth 
about Jesus.

What actions can your group take to find 
and engage with people wanting to know 
about Jesus? 

KEY DOCTRINE: Evangelism 
and Missions  
It is the duty and privilege of every 
follower of Christ and of every 
church of the Lord Jesus Christ 
to endeavor to make disciples 
of all nations. (See Isaiah 49:6; 
John 20:21.)

BIBLE SKILL: Use multiple Scrip-
ture passages to understand a 
major doctrine 
Use a concordance to make a list of 
the occurrences of the title “Son of 
Man” in the Gospel of John. Review 
the verses, paying attention to the 
surrounding passages. How do 
these passages help you understand 
Jesus’s teaching about Himself? 
Write a summary of your findings.
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Prayer Requests

TALK IT OUT
As you consider John 9:25, what changes has Jesus made in your life?

John 9 focuses on the story of a man who had been born blind. He had never known a time when 
he could see. But Jesus healed him and his life changed completely. One moment, he was blind; 
the next moment, he was able to see.

How has Jesus brought you out of spiritual darkness and transformed  
your life with His light?

When questioned by the religious leaders about his healing from blindness, the man said, “One 
thing I do know: I was blind, and now I can see!” They were trying to get him into a theological 
debate. The man didn’t know the answers to all their questions. What he did know was how 
Jesus completely and fundamentally changed his life. He was able and willing to talk about that.

What types of things keep people—even you—from sharing what Jesus  
has done in their lives?

Text one another this week about the things God is doing in your life. Begin each text message 
with John 9:25 as you work to memorize it this week.  
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DAILY EXPLORATION
Day 1: John 9:24-25

Highlight verse 25b.

The backdrop for the story in John 9 was the belief in a connection between sin and suffering. 
The Jews had come to believe if someone was born blind, either the parents or the newborn must 
have sinned. Seeing a beggar who was blind from birth, Jesus explained to His disciples that 
the man had been born blind not because of sin but “so that God’s works might be displayed in 
him” (John 9:3). He made a mud mixture with His own saliva, put it on the man’s eyes, and sent 
him to wash in the pool of Siloam. After doing so, the man returned, seeing.  

The Pharisees interrogated the man whom Jesus healed, commanding him: Give glory to God. 
They were instructing the man to give credit to God rather than to Jesus. They declared about 
Jesus: We know that this man is a sinner. The basis for this statement was the fact Jesus had 
healed the blind man on the Sabbath. To violate the Sabbath was seen as rebellion against God. 
The Pharisees were certain they were on solid footing when they referred to Jesus as a sinner. 
The man, though, refused to say whether the One who healed him was a sinner. Instead, he 
proclaimed the one fact he knew for certain: I was blind, and now I can see. 

How did the Pharisees’ traditions and beliefs keep them from seeing the truth about 
Jesus? How can our beliefs and traditions get in the way of accepting the truth?

Day 2: John 9:26-29

Notice why the Pharisees ridiculed the healed man.

The Pharisees asked him exactly what had happened. One can imagine the religious leaders’ 
anger upon hearing the man’s correction, I already told you and you didn’t listen. The beggar 
then delivered his strongest punch: You don’t want to become his disciples too, do you?

The Jewish leaders claimed their authority came directly from God. What they did not under-
stand, though, was that Jesus was God in the flesh. The Pharisees mocked the uneducated 
beggar: you’re that man’s disciple. They then stated why they considered themselves superior: 
we’re Moses’s disciples. They knew where Moses’s words had come from: God has spoken to 
Moses. They said they didn’t even know where Jesus was from. Their point emphasized Jesus’s 
relative obscurity compared to the historic fame of Moses. Therefore, they thought His words 
were inconsequential. Ironically, the religious leaders blindly refused to accept a blind man’s 
ability to see as evidence of God’s miraculous work through Jesus.

Why might a person try to discredit the experience of another?  
What role does a person’s source of authority play in his or her willingness  
to examine the truth about Jesus? 
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Day 3: John 9:30-34

Consider the logic of the healed man’s argument.

The healed man pointed out that the miracle he had experienced was unique in all of history. 
He argued that the fact Jesus opening his eyes was proof God was with Him. The Pharisees’ 
attacks on Jesus failed because the evidence could not be refuted. Trapped by the man’s logic, 
the Pharisees responded by attacking the man himself. They hurled at the beggar the accusation 
they had made about Jesus—both were sinners (v. 24). Having nothing else in their arsenal, 
they threw him out, meaning out of the synagogue (see v. 22).

Tragically, the Pharisees had become so engulfed in their own anger that they failed to remem-
ber God had promised that the blind would receive sight at the dawn of the messianic age 
(Isa. 35:1-5; 42:5-7). Rather than recognize the moment for what it was, they focused only on 
preserving their piety, status, and authority—even if doing so meant they failed to recognize 
the Messiah, the Son of God. People may debate theological points, but they cannot deny the 
change Jesus works in us. The most effective apologetic may not lie in doctrinal arguments, but 
in the witness of a transformed life.

What makes a person’s changed life a powerful means for sharing about Jesus? 

Day 4: John 9:35-36

Think about why Jesus went looking for the healed man.

Reading through the other Gospels, we see more instances of Jesus healing blind people than 
any other miracle. Yet what Jesus did with this man who had been born blind was unique—He 
afterwards looked until he found him. As He commonly did, Jesus began the conversation with a 
question. To believe did not mean simply to accept facts about the Son of Man. Jesus was asking 
the man if he put his trust in Him, the Son of Man, for forgiveness and salvation. 

The term Son of Man was a favorite self-designation for Jesus. Daniel used the term to refer 
to the Messiah (Daniel 7:13). Echoing that usage, Jesus used the title to emphasize both His 
humanity and His identity as the Messiah. Maybe the blind man had earlier heard Jesus refer 
to Himself as the “light of the world” (John 9:5). Yet, after he was healed, he referred to Jesus 
by name and later called Him “a prophet” (vv. 11,17). What he did not know, however, was that 
Jesus was the long-awaited Son of Man. The question, who is he, indicated the man was longing 
to place his faith in Him and to leave behind the cultural and religious traditions of his day. The 
man was prepared to follow the Son of Man. 

How does knowing Jesus’s identity move you to have faith in Him? 
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Day 5: John 9:37-38

Look for evidence of the man’s faith.

Jesus could have responded, “I am He.” Instead, He referred to 
the man’s healing as one evidence of the Messiah’s identity: You 
have seen him. Lest there be any doubt as to His meaning, Jesus 
told the man, he is the one speaking with you. He used a simi-
lar statement in His encounter with the Samaritan woman at the 
well (John 4:26). Jesus wanted the man to understand exactly 
who He was.

Realizing Jesus was the Son of Man, the man responded in two 
ways. First, he believed, meaning he accepted the truth of who 
Jesus was. Second, he worshiped Jesus. Interestingly, this is the 
only occurrence in John’s Gospel of someone worshiping Jesus 
before His crucifixion and resurrection (20:24-28). This man’s 
response is a reminder that worship is the natural response for 
anyone who has had a life-changing experience with Jesus. The 
unnamed beggar had begun the day both physically and spiritually 
blind. All that changed because of his encounter with Jesus. 

Why is worship the natural response of one whose life  
has been changed because of Jesus? 

APPLY THE TEXT

Not everybody has a dramatic story to tell about how they met 
Jesus. How was your life changed because of Jesus? Who do you 
think might benefit from hearing about how you came to be a fol-
lower of Jesus? Share with them. 
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12

I Know My Own
Jesus is the Good Shepherd who takes care of His sheep.

JOHN 10:7-14,25-30

S e s s i o n  1 2
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List products and systems people use to keep their homes secure.  
How would you rate the items you listed from most effective to least effective?

Home security is a huge business. We can install a security system ourselves or use professionals 
to install it, and we can self-monitor or use a company. We want to feel we are secure and the 
things we possess are secure. In Bible times, shepherds served as security systems that protected 
sheep. Jesus described Himself as the Good Shepherd, explaining that He protected His sheep.  

UNDERSTAND THE CONTEXT
Jesus often used parables, metaphors, and 
similes to teach spiritual truths through sto-
ries ordinary people could understand. In 
chapter 10, Jesus used two important word 
pictures. He likened Himself to a gate and a 
Good Shepherd. Jesus was both the gate by 
which the sheep entered the sheepfold and 
the Good Shepherd who called them forth. 
No one can legitimately enter without going 
through the gate—Jesus.  

Jesus condemned the religious leaders who 
tried to steal sheep. A thief comes only to 
steal, kill, and destroy. In contrast, Jesus 
came to give eternal and abundant life. Unlike 
the thief who wants to harm the sheep, Jesus 
the Good Shepherd came to love, protect, and 
care for the sheep. The sheep represent those 
who know Jesus—believers. When the Good 
Shepherd calls His sheep, they follow Him 
because they know His voice. They are famil-
iar with Him and know He loves them. Fed by 
His hand, they go where He leads.

Jesus the Good Shepherd loves His flock so 
much that He laid down His life for them. 
He was not a hired hand who fled when 
threatened by a predator. One might under-
stand why the hireling would run away since 
the sheep are not his. The Good Shepherd 
does not seek to escape when an enemy 
approaches. He protects His flock even to the 
point of sacrificing His life.

The Pharisees interrupted Jesus’s teaching 
and demanded He clearly state whether He 
was the Messiah. He had already made His 
identity clear, but they refused to believe. 
They became enraged when Jesus claimed 
to be one with the Father. They tried to kill 
Him, but He escaped and traveled to the 
Jordan River where John formerly baptized. 
People there remarked that even John never 
did works like Jesus, and many of them 
believed in Him.
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Key Words

A. “Truly, truly” (ESV); 
“Verily, verily” (KJV); “Very 
truly” (NIV). The repetition 
provided emphasis to the 
point Jesus was making.

B. “Door” (ESV; KJV). Sheep 
were kept in pens with a 
single door. The shepherd 
would guard the flock by 
guarding this gate. 

C. Thieves broke into houses, 
while robbers attacked 
travelers on the road. Jesus 
used the terms here to 
describe false teachers. 

D. In the Bible, triads 
emphasize positive or 
negative power. Here, Jesus 
highlighted the negative 
influence of false teachers. 
For positive triads, see 
Matthew 7:7; John 14:6; and 
1 Thessalonians 1:3. 

E. “To the full” (NIV). The 
Greek wording implies 
something that goes far 
beyond what is necessary or 
that exceeds one’s wildest 
imagination. 

F. False teachers left the 
flock vulnerable to violent 
attacks by the enemy. Jesus, 
however, provides security 
and peace. See 10:28-29.

G. Jesus clearly claimed 
equality with God. The 
Jews interpreted this as 
blasphemy and worthy of 
death (see 10:31-39). 

JOHN 10:7-14,25-30
7 Jesus said again, “Truly A I tell you, I am the 
gate B for the sheep. 8 All who came before me 
are thieves and robbers, C but the sheep didn’t 
listen to them. 9 I am the gate. If anyone enters by 
me, he will be saved and will come in and go out 
and find pasture. 10 A thief comes only to steal 
and kill and destroy. D I have come so that they 
may have life and have it in abundance. E 11 “I am 
the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down 
his life for the sheep. 12 The hired hand, since he 
is not the shepherd and doesn’t own the sheep, 
leaves them and runs away when he sees a wolf 
coming. The wolf then snatches and scatters F 
them. 13 This happens because he is a hired hand 
and doesn’t care about the sheep. 14 “I am the 
good shepherd. I know my own, and my own know 
me, [ … ] 25 “I did tell you and you don’t believe,” 
Jesus answered them. “The works that I do in my 
Father’s name testify about me. 26 But you don’t 
believe because you are not of my sheep. 27 My 
sheep hear my voice, I know them, and they follow 
me. 28 I give them eternal life, and they will never 
perish. No one will snatch them out of my hand. 
29 My Father, who has given them to me, is greater 
than all. No one is able to snatch them out of the 
Father’s hand. 30 I and the Father are one.” G
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EXPLORE THE TEXT
1.  THE GATE  

(JOHN 10:7-10)

Believers find abundant life through 
faith in Jesus.

How does Jesus serve as the gate into 
abundant life?

How do people recognize Jesus as the 
true Shepherd?

2.  THE TRUE SHEPHERD  
(JOHN 10:11-14)

Believers can trust Jesus to protect them.

How does the contrast between the hired 
hand and the Good Shepherd help us 
understand Jesus’s purpose?  

3.  THE SECURING SHEPHERD 
(JOHN 10:25-30)

Believers can know that they are secure in 
Jesus’s hand.

What might keep a person from hearing 
the voice of Jesus and following Him? 

How does Jesus’s promise of eternal life 
bring peace to a person’s life?

APPLY THE TEXT

Discuss as a group the dangers faced by 
believers today. 

How does Jesus’s offer of protection 
apply to those dangers? 

What might your Bible study group 
do to offer support for those who are 
threatened today? 

KEY DOCTRINE: God’s 
Purpose of Grace 
Those whom God has accepted in 
Christ, and sanctified by His Spirit, 
will never fall away from the state of 
grace, but shall persevere to the end. 
(See Malachi 3:6; 2 Timothy 1:12.)

BIBLE SKILL: Use other 
Scripture to help understand 
a Bible passage. 
On a separate sheet of paper, create a 
two-column list. In the first column 
include descriptions of the sheep and 
the Good Shepherd from John 10. 
In the second column, write aspects 
found in Psalm 23. What insights 
from Psalm 23 help you appreci-
ate John 10? 
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Prayer Requests

TALK IT OUT
Focus on John 10:14. What do you know about sheep? How would you describe sheep?

Jesus often taught people by referring to things that were familiar to them. In John 10, Jesus 
used the example of sheep and shepherds because people were familiar with that. They under-
stood the important role a shepherd played in leading, feeding, and meeting the needs of sheep. 

In what ways has Jesus been a Good Shepherd to you?

While Jesus used the image of sheep and a shepherd for teaching, the word Jesus used for 
shepherd is the same word used in Ephesians 4:11 to refer to the pastor of a church. In the same 
way a pastor is appointed to lead, feed, and meet the needs of a church, Jesus acts as our great 
Shepherd. Sheep become familiar with the voice of their hepherd and quickly follow his leader-
ship. In the same way, we are to become so familiar with the voice of our Shepherd that He can 
lead us where He needs us to go.

What things help you learn to recognize the leading of Jesus?

John 10:14 may be familiar to you. Use that familiarity to help you commit this verse to memory.  
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DAILY EXPLORATION
Day 1: John 10:7-10

Look for the contrasts between Jesus and all who came before Him.

In these verses Jesus explained the parable in verses 1-5. He identified His role in the parable: 
I am the gate for the sheep. Sheep were kept in folds or pens to protect them from predators. 
Enclosed by stone walls, an opening was used as a gate, and the shepherd would sleep across the 
doorway. Anyone or anything wanting to harm the sheep had to climb the wall or overcome the 
guardian. The term translated I and the syntax of the sentence connote exclusivity. Only Jesus 
provides legitimate access to the sheepfold, a metaphor for the kingdom of God.

To be saved, to come in and go out, and to find pasture highlighted the sheep’s security from 
thieves, robbers, and other predators. As opposed to a thief who comes to steal a sheep to slaugh-
ter it for food, Jesus came to offer life—abundant and free. It is a life that gives believers mean-
ing, purpose, and satisfaction for their days on earth. Additionally, this life is eternal; it extends 
beyond the grave. Only through Christ can we experience the overwhelming joy of what God 
intends our lives to be.

How does Jesus serve as the gate into abundant life? 

Day 2: John 10:11

Underline what the good shepherd does.

Jesus referred to Himself as the good shepherd. He is not one of many good shepherds. He, 
the Good Shepherd, has no equal. He was not one good shepherd among many; rather, He was 
the only good shepherd. The term good translates a word often conveying a moral quality. In this 
context, it also connotes the concept of legitimacy. Jesus is the unique and true Shepherd. He 
did the work a shepherd should do—caring for sheep, leading them, rescuing those that had 
gone astray, and making sure they were fed, well-watered, and protected. Those actions would 
be expected of an adequate shepherd. Jesus, though, was beyond adequate; He was the model of 
what an ideal shepherd should be. Jesus stated what set Him apart; He willingly lays down his 
life for the sheep. Jesus used this phrase to refer to His voluntary, sacrificial, and atoning death. 

For a shepherd to give his life for his sheep was rare and certainly not expected. A shepherd might 
die by accident while attending his flock but certainly not intentionally. A shepherd needed to 
be alive to care for his flock. The word for in the phrase for the sheep is significant. It does not 
mean Jesus gave His life as an example or as a way to inspire His flock of followers. It means 
that when the sheep are facing mortal danger, He gets between the sheep and the predator. He 
fights and dies so the sheep don’t have to. 

What makes Jesus “good”? How has He been good to you?
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Day 3: John 10:12-14

Circle the word “know” in verse 14.

In the parable, the hired hand’s concern was not for the sheep—but that he got paid. Two things 
indicate the hired hand doesn’t own the sheep: he abandons the sheep when they are threat-
ened and does not care about the sheep. Shepherds take great risks because they do care about 
their sheep. There is a bond between the animals and their owner. Verse 14 emphasizes that 
relationship. Jesus reiterated that He is the good shepherd who knows His own sheep and they 
know Him. The Greek word translated know doesn’t mean to have information about something. 
Instead of knowing in the head, it carries the idea of knowing in the heart—of having a deeply 
personal relationship. 

Since Jesus loved us enough to lay down His life on the cross for us, He will withhold nothing 
good on behalf of His people. We need not fear the attacks of evil nor quake at harmful circum-
stances. Our Shepherd remains close at hand to provide, lead, care, and defend.

How does the contrast between the hired hand and the Good Shepherd help you 
understand Jesus’s purpose? 

Day 4: John 10:25-27

Highlight what Jesus’s sheep do.

Perplexed by what Jesus had been teaching, the Jews demanded He reveal plainly whether He 
was the Messiah (v. 24). They were looking for ammunition to use against Him. Jesus Himself 
had told them on numerous occasions (John 5:39-47; 8:12-18,58). In fact, He had been telling 
who He was for over three years, yet they did not believe. Also, the works Jesus had been doing 
signified He was the Messiah. These works included the miracles Jesus performed and the 
messages He preached and taught. Everything Jesus had done pointed to the fact He was the 
Messiah. However, He was not the type of Messiah people were expecting—thus they didn’t 
believe. Although the truth was before them, they rejected it (John 1:11). 

When teaching about His sheep, Jesus explained the connection between the sheep and shep-
herd (10:3-4,14). The Jews who surrounded Jesus in the temple complex were not of His sheep. 
They did not hear His voice and did not follow Him. Jesus did not know them, meaning He did 
not have that deep, heart-based relationship with them. Verse 27 is a reminder of what Jesus said 
in the Sermon on the Mount: “On that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, didn’t we prophesy 
in your name, drive out demons in your name, and do many miracles in your name?’ Then I will 
announce to them, ‘I never knew you. Depart from me, you lawbreakers!’” (Matthew 7:22-23, 
emphasis added). One cannot imagine hearing more dreadful or sadder words. 

How should people failing to recognize Jesus impact how you pray for and  
interact with others?
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Day 5: John 10:28-30

Look for the promises.

This text clearly and succinctly teaches the eternal security of 
the believer in Christ. Those who receive God’s gift of eternal 
life will never perish. Death will not win. Believers pass from 
temporal life to eternal life.  

The phrase at the beginning of verse 28, I give them, is a 
reminder that salvation is a gift (see Ephesians 2:8). There is 
nothing we can do to earn salvation and nothing we might 
do to lose it. Therefore, the believer’s salvation is secure. Our 
faith is not based on our ability to hold onto God. It is based 
on the firm hand of Jesus and of the Father—both of whom 
hold us securely. To be held in the hand of Christ is to be held 
in the hand of God, since the two are one. The Father is greater 
than all who would seek to harm us—all the thieves, robbers, 
religious hired hands, false prophets, deceivers, earthly rulers, 
forces of darkness, and even the devil himself. No one can 
snatch us out of God’s hand; we are secure in Christ. Jesus and 
the Father are one—one in intent, action, nature, and essence. 
The Father and the Son embrace us with unrelenting power 
and love. As is often stated, God does the saving and God does 
the securing. Our role is to respond in faith.

How does Jesus’s promise of eternal life bring  
peace to your life? 

APPLY THE TEXT

What hinders you from hearing the voice of Jesus and follow-
ing Him? What changes might you need to make this week to 
walk more closely to Him so you can more easily hear His voice? 
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13

I Am the Resurrection
Jesus is sovereign over all creation.

JOHN 11:32-46

S e s s i o n  1 3
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What is the most memorable funeral service you have ever attended? Explain. 

Some funerals are different than others. Services for deceased who were not believers seem to 
have a sense of finality. In contrast, while Christian families grieve, they know they will see 
their loved ones again. Faith in the resurrected Christ and His promise of eternal life comforts 
them. The funeral of a believer is not a final goodbye but a temporary farewell until they meet 
again, where sadness will melt into joy.   

UNDERSTAND THE CONTEXT
Having received word that His friend, 
Lazarus, was sick, Jesus deliberately delayed 
going to him. He waited until Lazarus was 
dead for several days so Lazarus’s family and 
the people around Bethany might witness His 
resurrection power and glorify the Father. At 
first, Jesus’s disciples tried to dissuade Him 
from going so close to Jerusalem since the 
Jews there had tried to kill Him. Thomas cou-
rageously urged his companions to go along 
even if it meant dying with Jesus.

Once they arrived in Bethany, Jesus was met 
by Lazarus’s sisters. Each sister expressed 
regret that Jesus delayed coming to see 
Lazarus. They knew if He had been present, 
their brother would not have died. Jesus 
timed His delay, in part, to challenge them to 
greater faith. He spoke specifically to Martha 
twice—once to encourage her faith in Him 
as the resurrection and the life, then later at 
Lazarus’s tomb to remind her to believe so she 
might see God’s power. 

The Jewish leaders were becoming more 
determined to destroy Jesus. Jesus’s bring-
ing Lazarus back from the dead fueled their 
determination. The miracle caused many 
people to believe in Jesus. Consequently, the 
chief priests and leaders of the Sanhedrin 
were determined to destroy Lazarus as well 
as Jesus. 

During the Sanhedrin’s conference about 
what to do, Caiaphas defended their plans 
for Jesus’s death. He declared it was better 
for one man to die than for the entire nation 
to perish. He was speaking in political terms. 
Caiaphas did not comprehend that the Holy 
Spirit spoke through him to prophesy the 
meaning behind Jesus’s death. As Messiah, 
Jesus would indeed die to atone for the sins 
of the world. 
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Key Words

A. Mary is only mentioned 
in John’s Gospel and in Luke 
10:38-42. She was the sister 
of Martha and Lazarus. 

B. Along with friends, the 
crowd could have included 
professional mourners. In 
first-century Jewish life, 
such individuals played 
a role in helping family 
members during the 
grieving process. 

C. This shortest verse in 
the Bible demonstrates the 
emotions Jesus felt. It also 
supports John’s depiction 
of Jesus as fully God and 
fully human.

D. The tomb was a cave 
carved out of limestone and 
sealed with a boulder. Jesus 
was buried in a similar tomb 
(Matthew 27:57-60). 

E. Jewish tradition held 
that one’s soul hovered for 
three days. After four days, 
Lazarus’s soul would have 
departed and his death was 
irreversible.

F. Jesus proved His 
authority over death, 
what Paul called the final 
enemy (1 Corinthians 
15:25-26,50-58).

G. While many believed, 
others went to the religious 
leaders. This set the wheels 
in motion for their plot to 
crucify Jesus.   

JOHN 11:32-46
32 As soon as Mary A came to where Jesus was and 
saw him, she fell at his feet and told him, “Lord, if 
you had been here, my brother wouldn’t have died!” 
33 When Jesus saw her crying, and the Jews who 
had come with her B crying, he was deeply moved 
in his spirit and troubled. 34 “Where have you put 
him?” he asked. “Lord,” they told him, “come and 
see.” 35 Jesus wept. C 36 So the Jews said, “See 
how he loved him!” 37 But some of them said, 
“Couldn’t he who opened the blind man’s eyes also 
have kept this man from dying?” 38 Then Jesus, 
deeply moved again, came to the tomb. D It was a 
cave, and a stone was lying against it. 39 “Remove 
the stone,” Jesus said. Martha, the dead man’s 
sister, told him, “Lord, there is already a stench 
because he has been dead four days.” E 40 Jesus 
said to her, “Didn’t I tell you that if you believed you 
would see the glory of God?” 41 So they removed 
the stone. Then Jesus raised his eyes and said, 
“Father, I thank you that you heard me. 42 I know 
that you always hear me, but because of the crowd 
standing here I said this, so that they may believe 
you sent me.” 43 After he said this, he shouted 
with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44 The 
dead man came out F bound hand and foot with 
linen strips and with his face wrapped in a cloth. 
Jesus said to them, “Unwrap him and let him go.” 
45 Therefore, many of the Jews who came to Mary 
and saw what he did believed in him. 46 But some 
of them went to the Pharisees G and told them 
what Jesus had done. 
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EXPLORE THE TEXT
1.  WEPT  

(JOHN 11:32-37)

Jesus understands the hurts of humanity.

How should we respond to people who 
are hurting? Should our response vary 
from person to person? Explain. 

How does Jesus’s emotional response 
help us approach Him with our hurts 
and pains? 

2.  BELIEVE  
(JOHN 11:38-40)

Believers demonstrate their faith  
through obedience.

How do our past experiences get in the 
way of demonstrating faith in Jesus?

In what ways has God’s Word helped 
you follow His will even when you didn’t 
understand it?

3.  RETURNED  
(JOHN 11:41-46)

Believers can approach God knowing He 
hears them.

How do we know that God hears us 
when we pray? 

APPLY THE TEXT

Rate the prayer life of your Bible study group. 
How do the prayers of the group demonstrate 
belief that Jesus is sovereign over all creation? 
Discuss with your group what can improve. 
Take actions to implement steps to address 
the areas identified as needing improvement. 

KEY DOCTRINE: Salvation  
Faith is the acceptance of Jesus 
Christ and commitment of the 
entire personality to Him as Lord 
and Savior. (See Proverbs 3:5-6; 
Romans 1:17.)

BIBLE SKILL: Compare similar 
events in Scripture.  
Compare Jesus’s reaction when He 
raised two other persons from the 
dead: Mark 5:21-43; Luke 7:11-17. 
Why was His response different in 
the case of Lazarus’s death? Read 
Luke 19:41-44. In what ways was 
Jesus’s lamentation over Jerusalem 
different from His weeping at the 
tomb of Lazarus? 
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Prayer Requests

TALK IT OUT
In John 11:25, Jesus identified Himself as “the resurrection and the life.”  
What does that mean to you today?

When Jesus arrived at the home of Mary and Martha, Lazarus was already dead. The two women 
were distraught but expressed their trust in Jesus. When Martha said she knew Lazarus would 
rise again on the day of resurrection, Jesus told her He was “the resurrection and the life.” While 
she heard the words, they didn’t really register in her mind.

What does it mean to you that Jesus is sovereign over all creation—including  
life and death?

Jesus’s response to Martha included the words “I am.” This was a deliberate reference to the name 
of God, Yahweh, the name the Lord revealed to Moses (Exodus 3:14). Because Jesus is the life 
(John 14:6), He is able to give life abundant and eternal life to all who place their trust  in Him. 

How have you experienced God’s gift of life this week?

To help you memorize John 11:25, break the verse into four phrases and memorize one phrase 
at a time.  
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DAILY EXPLORATION
Day 1: John 11:32-34

Notice how Mary expressed both faith and grief.

As Jesus neared Bethany, Martha came to meet Him, “but Mary remained seated in the house” 
(v. 20). After talking to Jesus, Martha spoke with Mary, who then came running to Jesus. Seeing 
Him, Mary fell at his feet. When Jesus earlier visited Mary and Martha, Martha busied herself 
with food preparation; Mary sat at His feet, listening to Jesus teach (Luke 10:38-42). John’s 
Gospel later records that while Jesus was at a dinner given in His honor, Mary anointed His feet 
with perfume and wiped them with her hair (12:1-8). Her actions displayed honor, humility, 
and worship. Mary echoed what Martha had said: Lord, if you had been here, my brother would 
not have died (see v. 21). 

Jesus responded differently to Mary than to Martha. Rather than give facts as He had with 
Martha (see vv. 25-26), Jesus responded emotionally; he was deeply moved in his spirit. The 
phrase translated deeply moved can describe a horse’s snorting. The action expressed displea-
sure, annoyance, and even anger. His being troubled indicated an intense reaction. Scripture does 
not say why Jesus was angry. He may have been upset at death itself and the way it hurts those 
who grieve. He may have been angry with those accompanying Mary; standing before the “res-
urrection and the life,” they were responding like those who had no hope (1 Thessalonians 4:13).

How should you respond to people who are hurting?  
Should your response vary from person to person? Explain. 

Day 2: John 11:35-37

Highlight verse 35.

Jesus wept. The Greek word used here is different from the loud sobbing Mary had done (v. 33). 
Jesus was crying silently. He wasn’t upset about Lazarus dying; He was about to raise Lazarus 
back to life. Jesus wept because he loved Lazarus. Some have suggested that Jesus wept because 
He was about to bring Lazarus back into a world of sin, sickness, suffering, sadness, and sepa-
ration; thus His heart was broken. 

Some began to criticize. Knowing Jesus had recently healed the blind man, they mocked. 
Couldn’t he . . . have kept this man from dying? Why didn’t Jesus do something when He could? 
Jesus not only comprehends our pain but goes further and does something about it. Sometimes 
He heals and restores. Even when His purpose does not eliminate the source of pain, He grants 
grace and strength during suffering. Through it all, His love and presence are constant.

How does Jesus’s emotional response help you approach Him  
with your hurts and pains? 
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Day 3: John 11:38-40

Notice how Martha responded to Jesus’s command.

The text refers to the tomb of Lazarus as a cave. Some cave tombs had a vertical entrance shaft 
and others, a horizontal entrance. Inside the tomb were carved shelves or niches on which a body 
was placed. Poorer families buried multiple bodies in one tomb; a private tomb indicated wealth. 
A stone was placed at the mouth of the cave. This kept the body from being robbed or scavenged 
by animals; the sealed tomb also helped contain decomposition odors. For the second time, the 
account states Lazarus had been dead four days (see v. 17). This occurred because Jesus had 
waited two days before going to Bethany. First-century Jews believed a person’s soul lingered for 
three days after death. At the end of the three days, the body would begin decomposition, and 
the soul would leave. The odor itself would give evidence that Lazarus had not merely swooned 
but was indeed dead.  

Jesus assured Martha that she was about to witness the glory of God. This echoed what Jesus 
had said earlier to His disciples: “This sickness will not end in death but is for the glory of God, 
so that the Son of God may be glorified through it” (v. 4). Lazarus’s sickness had led to death, but 
that was not the final chapter. God’s glory was about to be revealed in a powerful way. Martha’s 
faith should have rested solely on Jesus’s word: Didn’t I tell you . . . . If we have only the Word 
of God to carry us through the day, that is enough. Martha was acting on the basis of human 
rationale rather than trusting the word and power of Jesus.  

In what ways has God’s Word helped you follow His will even when  
you didn’t understand it?

Day 4: John 11:41-42

Underline the phrase, “I know that you always hear me.”

Before the opened tomb, Jesus raised his eyes and prayed. This audible prayer was an expres-
sion of thanksgiving, not a request or petition. Jesus was grateful because He knew the Father 
had heard His prayer, as He always did. The tense of the verb heard indicates Jesus had already 
spoken to God about Lazarus, possibly during the days of delay before coming to Bethany. He 
was acting within the purpose for which He had been sent. This expression of thanksgiving by 
Jesus was like the psalmist’s declaration of gratitude to God: “I will give thanks to you because 
you have answered me . . .” (Psalm 118:21). The prayer Jesus uttered serves a reminder that we 
too should express gratitude for answered prayer.

Most often, Jesus prayed privately. In this instance, He prayed aloud because of the crowd 
standing here. Jesus wanted the people to associate the raising of Lazarus with faith in Him as 
Messiah. Some of these people had seen—or at least heard about—Jesus’s miracles of healing. 
Seeing a man raised from the tomb was a different matter.

How do you know God hears you when you pray?
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Day 5: John 11:43-46

Notice the different responses to Jesus in 
verses 45-46.

Using a loud voice was not for Lazarus’s benefit; Jesus wanted 
to make sure no one could misinterpret what He said: Lazarus, 
come out! Then in a remarkable display of the Lord’s power 
over life and death, Lazarus stepped out of the tomb. Jesus told 
them to unwrap Lazarus’s body so that he could move freely. 

When Jesus performed miracles or taught, some would believe 
while others would ridicule, accuse Him of being evil, or even 
become hostile. We saw this most recently after He healed 
the man born blind (John 9:16) and taught about being the 
good shepherd (10:19-21). Verses 45-46 highlight that same 
mixed response. John reported that many . . . saw what he did 
and believed in him. But some rushed to tell the Pharisees . . . 
what Jesus had done. At best, they wanted the people who had 
threatened Jesus to know about His power to raise the dead. At 
worst, these persons were concerned with maintaining favor 
with their religious leaders. Subsequent verses emphasize the 
result of their actions as the Pharisees and others increased 
their efforts to kill not only Jesus, but also Lazarus who was a 
living testimony to Jesus’s power. 

How does the raising of Lazarus give you hope and 
encouragement? How does it move you to act?

APPLY THE TEXT

Take a personal inventory. Are there areas in which you say, 
“I believe” but are still reluctant to act? Is there something the 
Lord has been instructing or leading you to do but, for what-
ever reason, you have not yet taken that step? What can be 
done to move you toward full obedience? 
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Using the Daily Discipleship Guide to Lead a Bible Study Group

The Daily Discipleship Guide was created for the purpose of building disciples. As the leader of the 
group, you play a major role. You can build disciples through the group Bible study time, encour-
aging daily Bible engagement, facilitating smaller groups, and apprenticing future leaders.

Building Disciples through the Group Time

Leading the group Bible study time is the most direct way you will build disciples. Each week, you 
will introduce the group to the Bible passage, examine the key message in that passage, challenge 
the group to act on that passage, and encourage them to reflect more deeply in the week that 
follows. Doing so requires preparation. Here is a way to prepare that gives you adequate time to 
study the lesson and will make the session fresh in your own life. 

Early in the Week (Sunday or Monday)

•  Ask God to open your mind and heart to His Word as you study. 

•  Read the Bible passage for the coming session, and review Understand the 
Context and Key Words. 

Through the Week

•  Ask God to use the Daily Explorations to help you understand and apply the 
lesson to your life. 

•  Complete the Daily Exploration activities in the days leading up to  
the group time.

•  Meet with a group of three to four other teachers to share and pray for  
each other. Use Talk It Out to start your conversation. 

•  Pay careful attention to the Apply the Text sections for that session, looking 
for ways you need to apply the Bible in your own life.

•  Start gathering items you may use in the group time.

LEADER HELPS
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Continued on next page

The Day before Group Study Time

•  Ask God to direct the creation of a group plan.

•  Review the group plan in the back of the Daily Discipleship Guide.

•  Review the first four pages of the Daily Discipleship Guide for that session 
and the commentary provided in the Leader Helps for that session.

•  Review your responses and notes from the completed Daily Explorations.

•  Listen to the weekly podcast at goExploreTheBible.com/Adults-Training.

•  Adjust the plan to fit the needs of your group.  
Note: You can create custom plans using the DOC file provided in the 
Digital Download for the Leader Pack—it’s the same content printed in the 
Leader Helps.

•  Consult QuickSource for additional insights and ideas.

•  Review the weekly Adult Extra idea on the Explore the Bible blog  
(goExploreTheBible.com/LeaderExtras).

•  Consult the Explore the Bible Adult Commentary for additional insight.

•  Pull needed posters from the Explore the Bible Leader Pack (or create your 
own using Visual Ideas on pages 160–161).

•  Make sure you have all your resources gathered including extra copies of the 
Daily Discipleship Guide for guests.   

The Day of the Group Study Time

•  Arrive early. The group time begins when the first person arrives so make 
sure that is you.

•  Pray for the study and the group. 

•  Adjust the room as needed. 

•  Lead the study, adjusting as you go.
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After the Group Study Time

•  Consider the After the Session idea at the end of the group plans.

•  Contact the group, encouraging them to complete the Daily Explora-
tion section and sharing gathered prayer requests and other appropriate 
information.

•  Record insights gained about teaching, individuals in the group, and 
Scripture. 

•  Pray for specific needs of people in the group.

•  Do it all again, asking God to open your mind and heart to His Word 
this week.

Building Disciples by Encouraging Daily Bible Engagement

Here are some ways to encourage your group to engage with the Bible daily. 

•  Visit them. Deliver a copy of the Daily Discipleship Guide to every person in 
your group. 

•  Ask them. That seems simple, but the simple is not always easy. Learn to 
comfortably ask if group members are studying the Bible. You may want to 
use a statement instead of a question, such as, “I hope you took a look at the 
Day 3 activity for this week.” It’s a question disguised as a statement, so it’s 
not as threatening. 

•  Tell them. Let them know that you are using the Daily Exploration section 
as well. Set the standard. 

•  Show them. Point to the Daily Exploration section at the conclusion of the 
group study. From time to time, demonstrate how to use the section, guiding 
them through Day 1 as a group. 

•  Invite them. Call on pre-enlisted volunteers to share with the group what 
they are learning and how they are using the Daily Exploration section.

As teachers, we have taken on the responsibility of encouraging everyone on our ministry list 
(class roll, membership list, etc.) to engage daily in Bible study. We can’t make them do it, but 
we can provide them with a tool and encourage them to use it. 
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Continued on next page

Building Disciples through Smaller Groups

Talk It Out is designed for smaller groups of three to four people to meet weekly. The goal of 
the smaller groups is simple: holding ourselves and others accountable for living a Christ-hon-
oring life. 

Create smaller groups:

•  Explain the importance of the smaller groups, emphasizing the goal.

•  Allow the group to form their own initial groups of three by gender (men’s 
smaller groups and women’s smaller groups). This tends to work better than 
assigning groups.  

•  Allow the smaller groups to add one person from the names on the ministry 
list of people who are not present. 

•  You may want to encourage the groups to form based on neighborhoods  
or proximity to work.

•  Make sure some of the groups have extra space for new people and guests. 

•  As the Bible study group grows, you may need to reorganize the smaller 
groups, but try not to regroup too often so that trust can be built within each 
smaller group. 

Support the smaller groups:

•  Provide opportunities for the members of the smaller groups to pray  
with each other during the group time.

•  Make study assignments in the weekly group time based on the 
smaller groups. 

•  Pre-enlist a volunteer to share with the larger group how participation  
in the smaller group is impacting his or her life. 

•  Periodically organize fellowship events built around the smaller groups.  
The smaller groups could be the basis for teams during the event. 

Be in a smaller group:

•  Meet with two or three other Bible study leaders as part of  
your weekly preparation. 

•  Be part of a smaller group within your class.

•  Host a smaller group for guests and new group members.
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Building Disciples by Apprenticing Other Leaders

Starting new groups is critical to the life of your church and the lives of the individuals in your 
group. People in your group need to be challenged to take on a greater role in your church. Pro-
viding the opportunity to do so helps them grow and removes the largest barrier to starting new 
Bible study groups—finding a leader. You can make a difference in the growth of individuals 
and in the future growth of your church by apprenticing potential group leaders. Here’s how you 
can use the Daily Discipleship Guide to make this happen.

•  Step 1: Prior to group time, ask a potential leader to follow along in the 
Leader Helps for that session as you lead the group. Tell him or her to note 
what you did and what you adjusted. You’re just coaching your apprentice to 
use the book he or she has in a different way. 

•  Step 2: After that group experience, spend time with the group member 
going over what you did and how you adjusted the leader material for 
the group. 

•  Step 3: Invite him or her to do this again in a few weeks. 

•  Step 4: Ask him or her to lead a group time or part of one using the sugges-
tions in the Leader Helps for that session. You may be away that week, or 
you can simply observe as a group member. Offer to help him or her prepare 
if needed. 

•  Step 5: As your apprentice gains confidence, allow him or her to teach more 
in the near future. 

•  Step 6: As a need for a new group surfaces, prepare to move on to lead the 
new group, with the apprentice becoming the leader of the current group 
(which tends to work best), or commission the apprentice and a few others 
from the group to start a new group. 

•  Step 7: Do it all again. 

Not everyone in the group will become a Bible study leader. For those who do, you can become a 
mentor to potential leaders, extending your teaching ministry and demonstrating discipleship.
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In the Beginning
ENGAGE

PREPARE: On a board or large sheet of paper, 
write: “Where did your story begin?” 

INTRODUCE: As the group arrives, pass out 
name tags and pens. Direct their attention to the 
board and invite everyone to write their answers 
on their tag. Invite a few volunteers to briefly 
share something about their answer.

TRANSITION: Propose that if asked “Where did 
Jesus’s story begin?” many people might answer, 
“Bethlehem.” Allow a volunteer to read the 
session introduction on page 13. Distribute copies 
of Pack Item 7 (Handout: John Time Line) and 
discuss the chronology of Jesus’s ministry and 
John’s Gospel. Emphasize that John understood 
the importance of beginning Jesus’s story “in the 
beginning.”

EXPLORE

INTRODUCE: Point out the prelude on Pack 
Item 2 (Outline of John) and on page 9. Distribute 
copies of Pack Item 9 (Jesus’s Humanity and 
Deity). Challenge the group to look for evidences 
of Jesus’s deity as they study John’s prelude. 
Call on a volunteer to note these evidences on a 
whiteboard as they are discovered throughout the 
group time.

READ: Call for a volunteer to read aloud 
John 1:1-5. Invite the group to scan Genesis 1:1-5 
and share any similarities they notice between 
the two passages. Emphasize that Jewish readers 
commonly referred to books of the Bible by 
their first few words, thus calling Genesis, “In 
the beginning.”

DISCUSS: Direct the group to focus on 
verses 1-2. Point out that John used “the Word” 
to describe Jesus. Where do you see evidence 
of Jesus’s deity in these verses? Remind the 
designated member to record answers. 

• (1:1-2) John described three aspects of Jesus’s 
divinity. First, Jesus was in the beginning. 
Following the example of Genesis, John set the 
scene before time began. Prior to Bethlehem, 
Christ already was present and always had 
been. John wanted readers to understand that 
the Son has been eternally present just as the 
Father has existed forever in eternity. Second, 
Jesus did not come into being subsequent to 
God but was with God in the beginning. This 
emphasizes Christ’s total communion with 
the Father as God Himself. Third, the Word 
was God. His opening proclamation about 
the divinity of Christ left no doubt that Jesus 
always has been God. 

Session 1   |   John 1:1-14
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ASK: Why was it important for John to 
emphasize that Jesus existed before time? 
(p. 15) Emphasize that Jesus, God’s Son, is equal 
to the other members of the Trinity and was 
active during creation. 

SUMMARIZE: Point out that John did not identify 
Jesus directly until verse 14, and even then he did 
not do so by name. Emphasize the power of God’s 
Word. Briefly explain the Greek use of logos (Greek 
for “word”) as abstract and impersonal. Offer 
copies of Pack Item 13 (Handout: John’s Use of 
Logos) for anyone who would like to study this 
term on their own. 

• (1:1-2) Using the term Word (logos in the 
Greek), John focused on Jesus’s divine 
nature. The Hellenistic world used the term to 
represent idealized rationality. Stoics believed 
logos was an unknowable principle or force 
that gave purpose and stability to the universe. 
John’s Gospel stands in opposition to this 
teaching. John employed logos in a specialized 
sense to reference Christ. Logos describes the 
eternal Christ who became a man. 

• (1:1-2) Jews understood that God’s Word has 
power. God spoke and universes came into 
existence (Gen. 1:3,6-7,9; Ps. 33:6). Healing 
came through His Word (Ps. 107:20). God’s Word 
accomplishes what He intends (Isa. 55:10-11). 

DISCUSS: Direct the group to read verses 
3-5 silently. What indications do you see of 
Jesus’s divinity in these verses? What was 
the significance of pointing out Jesus’s role 
in creation? (p. 15)

GUIDE: Direct a volunteer to read verses 
4-5 aloud. Lead the group to recognize Jesus 
as the Source of both physical light and life and 
spiritual light and life. Emphasize that Jesus’s 
light overcame spiritual darkness and the 
darkness of death.

• (1:4) As God, the Son possessed life in Himself 
(John 5:26), and Christ claimed to be “the life” 
(John 11:25; 14:6). The word for life can be 
used to describe the totality of existence—
physical as well as spiritual. All living creation 
has derivative life, but life was inherently in 
Christ. He needed no external source. 

• (1:4-5) The concept of light can encompass 
several ideas. It may mean physical light. 
When God said “Let there be light,” Christ 
created light even before the making of the 
sun, moon, or stars. But John primarily meant 
spiritual light. Christ is the only source of true 
spiritual illumination. Light can also refer to 
that which reveals. As such, Jesus reveals 
truth about God and about ourselves. His light 
shows the reality of the human condition and 
the path to reconciliation with God.

TRANSITION: Jesus’s deity is an ongoing theme 
in John’s Gospel. It’s a key piece to his argument 
that Jesus is the Messiah. Another vital element 
is what others said about Him. 

READ: As you read John 1:6-8 aloud, 
encourage the group to listen for John the 
Baptist’s purpose. 

ASK: What other titles might be appropriate 
for John the Baptist to use? Lead the group in 
considering John the Baptist’s role as witness, 
messenger, and testifier. Suggest that “John the 
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sent” might be a good name based on John 1:6. 
Note that John wasn’t sent by just anyone; he was 
sent by God the Father.   

• (1:6) God commissioned John the Baptist in 
the manner and purpose of Elijah to make 
Christ known (Mal. 4:5; Matt. 11:14).

DISCUSS: What did John emphasize through 
repetition in this passage? (p. 15) Help the 
group understand the importance of keeping 
the focus on Jesus and not ourselves as we tell 
others about Jesus.

TRANSITION: Often, we hesitate to share 
because we worry about how our testimony will 
reflect on us. In reality, God simply wants us 
to point others to Jesus. If we reflect Him well, 
people will notice and respond.

READ: Read John 1:9-14 aloud. As the 
reader goes through the verses, encourage the 
group to listen for the difference between the 
world’s response to Jesus and the responses of 
individuals to Jesus. 

PROBE: What might we miss if we only 
focus on an individual’s response to Jesus? 
What if we only focus on the world as a 
whole? Guide the group to consider what it 
means that Jesus’s light was given to everyone 
only to be rejected by most people. Emphasize 
God’s love for every person, but also note the 
role of individual responsibility in accepting the 
invitation to join God’s family. 

ASK: Why is Jesus the only one who can 
give us the gift of salvation? (p. 15) Emphasize 
that nothing we do can bring us into God’s family. 
Share that Jesus’s deity gives Him the authority 
to bring us back to God.

STUDY: Discuss the meaning of “incarnation” 
and “tabernacle” (p. 19).

• (1:14) “Dwelt among us” literally means 
“pitched his tent,” an allusion to God’s 
dwelling among the Isrelites in the tabernacle 
(Ex. 25:8-9; 33:7).

ASK: How does Jesus becoming human 
demonstrate the glory of God? (p. 15) Create 
several teams and encourage them to work 
together to complete the Bible Skill activity on 
page 15. Allow each team to share what they 
learned from their study.

CHALLENGE

COMPARE: Guide the group to recall the 
evidences in John 1:1-14 that validate Jesus’s 
deity. How would you use these points, 
and other truths drawn from John 1:1-14 
to explain Jesus’s deity to a friend or 
family member? 

RESPOND: Encourage the group to look for 
opportunities to tell someone else about Jesus 
and about how God came in human flesh to save 
us from sin.

PRAY: Conclude the group time with prayer, 
praising God for the eternal work of Jesus from 
the beginning to the end and for all time. 

AFTER THE SESSION

Reinforce the session by contacting any group 
members who need to be encouraged. Let them 
know a new study is beginning on the Gospel of 
John, making sure to deliver a copy of the DDG 
to every member. 
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Come and See
ENGAGE

BEGIN: As the group arrives, invite them to 
share a time that a product or experience failed 
to live up to its promises or reviews. Allow them 
to express how that made them feel about the 
product and also about the source of the reviews 
or description.   

DISCUSS: Once most of the group has arrived, 
direct attention to the introductory paragraph 
on page 21. Discuss the accompanying question: 
How does a person’s past experiences get in 
the way of them following Jesus? Point out 
that just as we can become skeptical of products 
and reviews that don’t deliver on their promises, 
some people become skeptical about Jesus due 
to past experiences with religion or people who 
claim to follow Him.  

TRANSITION: Explain that none of us are 
responsible for having all the answers when 
others are skeptical about following Jesus. But 
we do have a responsibility to invite others to 
“come and see” Jesus for themselves. In this 
session, we will see how some early disciples 
responded to this simple invitation. 

EXPLORE

INTRODUCE: Use Understand the Context 
(p. 21) to explain how John the Baptist pointed 
others to Jesus. Emphasize that two of John’s 

own disciples immediately followed Jesus. One 
of these was Andrew, Simon’s brother. The other 
is not identified but was likely John, the writer of 
this Gospel. 

REVIEW: Direct the group to scan verses 29-39 
to find titles or descriptions of Jesus. Note that 
John the Baptist identified Him as “Son of God” 
and “Lamb of God,” while John’s disciples called 
Jesus “Rabbi.”

CHALLENGE: Distribute paper and pens. 
Instruct the group to draw four columns and label 
them, “Title,” “Meaning,” “Speaker,” “Revealed.” 
As we read John 1:40-51, look for other titles 
given to Jesus. We will consider what each one 
reveals about Jesus and about the person who 
attributed it to Jesus. 

READ: Call for a volunteer to read aloud 
John 1:40-42 as the group listens for how 
people are named and described. Use the 
comments on page 25 to explain “followed” and 
to connect this verse with the disciples’ use of 
“Rabbi” in verse 37. Lead a brief discussion about 
what it means to follow Jesus and how that 
differs from seeing Him only as a teacher.  

STUDY: Guide the group to add “Messiah” to 
their lists. Review the meaning of the title and 
use this information to fill in the other columns 
for “Messiah.” 

Session 2   |   John 1:40-51
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• (1:41) The Hebrew term Messiah was 
translated as the Christ in Greek. Jews of the 
first century longed for the Messiah. They 
were looking for someone to destroy their 
enemies—the Romans—and to restore David’s 
kingdom. Jews based this on God’s promise to 
David (2 Sam. 7:16) and other Old Testament 
prophecies (Gen. 49:10; Num. 24:17; Isa. 9:6-7; 
11:1-5). Later, Peter confessed that Jesus 
was indeed the Christ. Jesus commended 
this insight, though he also had to rebuke 
Peter’s misunderstanding of the Messiah’s role 
(Matt.16:13-23). 

DISCUSS: Point out that Andrew did not merely 
tell his brother, Simon, about Jesus. Emphasize 
that he introduced Simon to Jesus. Ask: What 
challenges do we face when telling family 
members about Jesus? How can Andrew’s 
actions serve as a model for us? (p. 23) 

PROBE: Summarize the information about 
Simon’s new name that is found on page 25. Ask: 
How does meeting Jesus give a person a 
new identity? (p. 23)

TRANSITION: So far, we’ve seen John the 
Baptist and Andrew witness to Jesus. But John 
also highlighted the testimony of Philip.

READ: Read John 1:43-46. Direct the group 
to consider the differences between Philip and 
Nathanael revealed in these verses. 

IDENTIFY: Invite the group to add to their lists 
any names or phrases used to identify Jesus in 
these verses. Encourage the group to discuss 
what this might reveal about Philip. 

• (1:45) Philip’s statement the one Moses 
wrote about was a clear reference to the 

Christ. Philip referred to the writings about 
the Messiah found in the Mosaic law and the 
prophets. After His resurrection, Jesus walked 
with two disciples on the way to Emmaus and 
taught them using the books of Moses and 
the Prophets (Luke 24:27). Philip also spoke 
of Jesus as being the son of Joseph and from 
Nazareth. We understand that Joseph was 
Jesus’s step-father since God was His true 
Father. However, these early followers had 
yet to understand this deeper truth about 
Jesus’s nature.

DISCUSS: Allow a volunteer to read the Did 
You Know? feature (p. 23) to learn more about 
Nathanael. Point out that Nathanael’s skepticism 
may have been connected to Nazareth’s 
reputation as lacking culture or to its apparent 
insignificance. Nathanael likely expected the 
Messiah to come from somewhere mentioned in 
Messianic texts. But at this point, none of the 
disciples had made the connection to Jesus’s 
birth in Bethlehem. 

HIGHLIGHT: Highlight Philip’s invitation 
for Nathanael to “Come and see.” Philip was 
confident that if Nathanael could just meet 
Jesus, he too would be convinced Jesus was 
the Messiah. 

ASK: How might a person’s preconceived 
notions about Jesus affect his or her 
willingness to follow Him? (p. 23)

FOLLOW-UP: What can we learn from 
how Philip responded to someone else’s 
skepticism or doubts about Jesus?

TRANSITION: Philip didn’t argue or debate. He 
just encouraged Nathanael to meet Jesus and 
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make up his own mind. That simple invitation 
became a turning point in Nathanael’s life.

READ: Invite a volunteer to read John 
1:47-51. Encourage the group to listen for 
how Nathanael’s attitude changed during his 
encounter with Jesus. 

COMPARE: Discuss why change can sometimes 
be hard. Ask: What changed Nathanael’s mind 
about Jesus? Emphasize the impact that being 
seen and known by Jesus had on Nathanael. 

EXAMINE: Point out Jesus’s reference to the 
fig tree and allow class members to suggest why 
that is significant. Use the information below 
to explain what “under the fig tree” said about 
Nathanael and his character. Emphasize that John 
also used this account to further validate Jesus 
as God’s Son and the Messiah. 

• (1:50) Under the fig tree was an idiom. Since 
people couldn’t gather a crop from a fig tree 
or a grapevine for some years after it was 
planted, being able to sit under it indicated a 
prolonged period of peace. It meant the plants 
had not been destroyed by war, indicating an 
era of peace (see 1 Kings 4:25). By the New 
Testament era, the phrase had come to refer 
to the place where men of faith, especially 
rabbis, could study the law in tranquility and 
in the relative comfort that the fig tree’s shade 
provided. To say that He had seen Nathanael 
under the fig tree was Jesus’s way of 
acknowledging that Nathanael was a dedicated 
student of the Word.

LIST: Guide the group in completing their lists 
of titles with Jesus’s own description of Himself, 
“the Son of Man.”

ASSERT: This was a title Jesus liked to use for 
Himself because it revealed both His deity and 
His humanity. In this case, He was sharing that 
God would no longer reveal Himself in a single 
location, as He had when Jacob saw angels on 
the stairway at Bethel. Instead, the Father was 
revealing Himself through Christ the Son. 

ASK: How should this affect our lives as 
believers? Discuss responses.

CHALLENGE

REVIEW: Call attention to Apply the Text on 
page 23: Discuss as a Bible study group some 
of the misconceptions people have about the 
identity of Jesus. What actions might our 
group take in light of these misconceptions 
and concerns?

CHALLENGE: Challenge the group to consider 
what their lives say about Jesus. Choose one title 
from today’s list and use it in your prayer time 
this week. Ask God to help you live it out in a 
way that points others to Him. Share that you will 
be available to speak with anyone who wants to 
know more about following Jesus. 

PRAY: Conclude the group time with prayer, 
utilizing the names and titles of Jesus to 
praise Him. 

AFTER THE SESSION

Reinforce the session by following up with anyone 
who spoke with you after group time about their 
struggles in following Jesus.
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I Will Raise
ENGAGE

BEGIN: Prior to the group’s arrival, write the 
name of several breakfast spots on a board. For 
each one, draw an arrow that points to a specific 
area of the room. (Example: Dunkin’ Donuts® 
with arrow pointing to back corner) As the group 
arrives, direct them to follow the sign to the area 
that most appeals to them. 

RESPOND: Encourage the groups in each area 
to discuss the questions under the introductory 
paragraph on page 29. After a few minutes, call 
the group back to discuss their responses.

TRANSITION: Signs point beyond themselves. 
John’s Gospel is full of signs that point to 
Jesus. He included these signs so people would 
recognize Jesus as the Messiah and believe in 
Him. As we study today’s verses, think about 
signs that have pointed you to Jesus in life.

EXPLORE

INTRODUCE: Call on a volunteer to read aloud 
the first paragraph in Understand the Context 
(p. 29). Call attention to Pack Item 1 (Map: Key 
Cities in John’s Gospel). Point out the location of 
the first sign, which took place in Cana of Galilee.

TRANSITION: As we work our way through 
John 2:11-23, pay attention to how Jesus’s words 
and actions point to truths about who He is, His 
crucifixion, His resurrection, and His kingdom. 
John started this account with a story that’s 
familiar to a lot of us, but it had a big impact on 
those around Jesus.

CONTEXTUALIZE: Use information from 
Understand the Context (p. 29) to briefly 
summarize the events of the wedding as recorded 
in John 2:1-10. 

READ: Invite a volunteer to read aloud John 
2:11-12, as the group listens to identify the 
purpose of Jesus’s miracle.

HIGHLIGHT: Point out Jesus’s first sign on 
Pack Item 3 (Poster: Seven Signs in John’s 
Gospel). Pass out copies of Pack Item 10 
(Handout: Seven Signs in John’s Gospel). Direct 
the group to locate the first sign and read silently 
the central point. Use the information on page 33 
for additional insights. Discuss how this sign 
points to Jesus as the Messiah. Lead the group 
to suggest connections between this sign and 
Jesus’s crucifixion, resurrection, and reign. 

ASK: How did the people respond to this 
sign? Point out that “believe” is the verb form 
of “faith.”  

Session 3   |   John 2:11-23
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SHOW: Point to Pack Item 1 (Map: Key 
Cities in John’s Gospel) to show the location of 
Capernaum, where Jesus traveled next. Explain 
that “going down” referred to elevation. Note that 
Cana was some 700 feet above sea level, while 
Capernaum was about 700 feet below sea level.

READ: Call on someone to read John 2:13-17. 
Direct the group to consider what caused Jesus’s 
reaction to what He saw taking place in the 
temple in Jerusalem. 

CLARIFY: Locate the city of Jerusalem on Pack 
Item 1 (Map: Key Cities in John’s Gospel). Point 
out that Jerusalem’s elevation is about 2,600 
feet above sea level, therefore Jesus went “up” 
to Jerusalem. Briefly address the timing of this 
event in John’s Gospel as compared to the other 
Gospels. Emphasize that John did not always 
organize events chronologically, but presented 
events theologically. 

• (2:13) The other Gospels place the event 
at the end of Jesus’s ministry, prior to the 
crucifixion. John, however, was not trying to 
present a chronological account of Jesus’s 
life. He recorded events and stories in a 
way that would help people believe that 
Jesus was the Son of God and be saved 
(John 20:30-31; 21:25).

EVALUATE: Divide the group into teams of 
two or three and encourage them to answer the 
following question: What reason did Jesus 
give for His actions? How do verses 13-15 
support His assessment of the situation?  

• (2:14-16)  Arriving in the temple, Jesus found 
oxen, sheep, doves and money changers in an 
area known as the Court of the Gentiles. The 

temple complex had several distinct sections. 
The temple itself held the Holy of Holies and 
the Holy Place surrounded by various porches, 
the treasury, and other vital components. The 
western court was used exclusively for male 
Jews. On the eastern side was the Court of 
Women, where female Jews could worship. On 
the outer edge was the Court of the Gentiles, 
where non-Jewish worshipers came to pray. 
The merchants and animals had displaced 
the Gentile worshipers from their space, even 
though God had intended His house to be a 
place of prayer for all nations (Isa. 56:7).

EXPLORE: Guide the group to complete the 
Bible Skill (p. 31). Lead them to better understand 
Jesus’s actions by exploring Psalm 69. 

ASK: What are some ways people show 
disregard for worship today? (p. 31) 

TRANSITION: Everything Jesus did and said 
pointed to His role as Messiah. And while He 
would put an end to the sacrificial system 
through His death and resurrection, He still 
wanted to make sure people had an opportunity 
to focus on God and worship Him. But that wasn’t 
an acceptable motive for everyone.

READ: Direct a volunteer to read John 
2:18-23, encouraging the group to pay attention 
to how different people responded to Jesus and 
His actions. 

COMPARE: Lead the group to discuss the 
different people or groups mentioned in these 
verses. Share that those who wanted a sign 
were demanding to know where Jesus got His 
authority. Compare the attitudes of these Jews 
who demanded a sign to individuals who believed 
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when they saw Jesus’s signs, like when He 
changed the water into wine earlier in John 2.  

PROBE: What was the significance of 
Jesus’s pointing to the temple as a metaphor 
for His resurrected body? (p. 31) Emphasize 
that He was highlighting the insufficiency of 
the sacrificial system and the completeness of 
His own work. But, as usual, most in the crowd 
missed His point.

HIGHLIGHT: Distribute Pack Item 8 (Handout: 
Memory Verses Bookmark). Guide the group 
to locate the memory verse for this session. 
Encourage them to memorize John 2:19 this week.

ASK: How does the resurrection serve as a 
sign of Jesus’s glory and authority? (p. 31) 
Discuss responses. Point out that while the crowd 
demanded some kind of external authority, Jesus 
merely pointed to Himself and His relationship 
with the Father. 

TRANSITION: That was all the people needed 
to know. It’s really the most important thing we 
can know about Jesus as well.

CHALLENGE

REVIEW: Call attention to the summary 
statement for this lesson (p. 28): Jesus brought 
honor to the Father in word and deed. Invite 
volunteers to share key takeaways from the 
Bible study. 

APPLY: Call for responses to the question under 
Apply the Text on page 31: What barriers need 
to be removed within the group so others 
can believe in Jesus as well? Challenge the 
group to spend time this week thinking about the 

barriers that hinder people from experiencing God 
and what role they can play in removing those 
obstacles. Encourage them to complete the Daily 
Explorations this week.

ASSERT: Signs are much more helpful than 
roadblocks. God calls us to point others toward 
Him rather than distract them from who He 
really is. 

PRAY: Close in prayer, asking the Holy Spirit to 
lead your group in worshiping God in Spirit and 
truth throughout the week. 

AFTER THE SESSION

Reinforce the session by evaluating the extent 
to which your group is worshiping God in Spirit 
and truth. Contact leaders within the group 
for suggestions about what indicators would 
suggest a group is worshiping God well. Identify 
actions the group can take to improve based on 
those indicators. 
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You Will Find
ENGAGE

BEGIN: As the group arrives, invite them to 
discuss the following question on page 37: What 
images come to mind when you envision 
the place where Jesus was born? Record 
responses on a whiteboard or a large sheet 
of paper for reference later in the group time. 
Guide the group to consider where these ideas 
and images come from. (Examples: famous art, 
Christmas cards, nativity sets) 

RESPOND: Draw attention to images or a video 
from The Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem. 
Explain that this is the oldest church in the world 
and is thought to be built on the spot where 
Jesus was born. Ask: What stands out to you 
about these images? How does this affect 
the way you envision the place where Jesus 
was born? 

TRANSITION: For Christmas, we will be 
studying Luke’s account of Jesus’s birth. This is a 
pretty familiar passage, but God can share some 
fresh insights if we keep our hearts open to Him. 

EXPLORE

INTRODUCE: Use Understand the Context 
(p. 37) to summarize Luke 1. Highlight God’s 
use of angels throughout this narrative. Draw 
attention to events that might seem hard for us 
to believe. 

TRANSITION: As we think about the Christmas 
story, it’s easy to believe that angels appeared 
and that prophecies were fulfilled. In some 
ways, it becomes part of our holiday routine to 
acknowledge these incredible events with our 
words. But it becomes much tougher to see how 
they affect our lives the other 364 days of the 
year. As we look through this familiar passage 
today, ask God to help you see how He wants this 
wonderful story to transform you and to make you 
more like the Son that He sent to earth as Savior.

READ: Invite a volunteer to read Luke 2:1-7, 
as the group looks for signs of fulfilled promises 
and prophecy. 

EVALUATE: Guide the group to identify details 
in these verses that fulfill a prophecy or a 
promise. Invite a volunteer to record these on the 
board or a large sheet of paper. Lead the group in 
using cross-references in their Bibles or on their 
devices to connect these details with specific 
promises. 

• (2:4) Bethlehem as the birthplace of the 
Messiah fulfilled the prophesy of Micah 5:2. 

• (2:4) The name Bethlehem means “house 
of bread.” It was known as the city of David 
because it was the boyhood home of Israel’s 
most famous king. Joseph’s family line 
extended back to this royal house. Because 

Session 4   |   Luke 2:1-15
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Joseph was descended from David, he had to 
go to Bethlehem for the Roman registration. 

ASK: How do the details point to God’s plan 
for salvation being established since the 
creation? (p. 39)

COMPARE: Direct attention back to the 
responses to the question at the beginning of 
the Group Time about Jesus’s birthplace. Call for 
the group to compare these details with what 
Luke described in his Gospel. Circle the details 
that line up with Luke’s account. Emphasize the 
humble setting of Jesus’s birth. 

READ: Call on a volunteer to read Luke 
2:8-12. Direct the group to look for parts of the 
angel’s announcement that correspond to the 
details provided by Luke in the previous verses. 

• (2:8-9) Although shepherding had been an 
honorable occupation in the days of Abraham 
and David, by the New Testament time 
people considered shepherds untrustworthy. 
Shepherds spent long periods of time tending 
to other people’s sheep. The nomadic nature of 
the job erased almost all accountability. Thus, 
a shepherd could have lamb chops for supper 
and tell the owner of the flock the next week 
that a wolf had devoured the animal. So firmly 
established was this reputation that shepherds 
could not be witnesses in legal proceedings

ASK: Why might God have wanted to share 
Jesus’s birth with shepherds? Why does 
God often deliver His message to people we 
might not expect? (p. 39) Discuss responses.

ANALYZE: Lead the group in suggesting 
differences and similarities between this angelic 
encounter and other appearances of angels in the 

Bible. Encourage group members to work with a 
partner on the Bible Skill activity (p. 39) and to 
share what they learned.

• (2:9) The lack of a definite article, “an 
angel of the Lord,” suggests this was an 
important messenger but not the unique 
angel in passages like Genesis 16:7; 22:11; 
and Exodus 3:2. Nor was the angel named, 
like Gabriel in Luke 1:19. Absence of special 
identification places the focus on the message 
rather than the messenger.

DISPLAY: Direct attention to Pack Item 5 
(Key Verse: Luke 2:11). Call on some volunteers 
to point out the titles that refer to Jesus. Ask: 
What is the significance of the titles used by 
the angel when referencing Jesus? (p. 39)  

• (2:11) The word translated Savior comes 
from a root word for “deliverer” and signifies 
being made whole. Jesus was named Savior 
because He would save people from their 
sins (Matt. 1:21). This child was the Messiah, 
God’s promised Anointed One. As the Christ, 
Jesus was also Lord, the master with the 
right of ownership. Jesus holds the privileges 
of ownership because He created us and 
because He redeemed us from the power and 
penalty of sin.

ASK: What two additional signs did the 
angel provide to help the shepherds identify 
Jesus? Which one would be fairly normal? 
Which would have been unusual? Point out 
that it would not have been strange for a baby to 
be wrapped up, but it would have been very odd to 
find a baby lying in a manger.
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TRANSITION: Once they got over the shock of 
the angel’s appearance, the shepherds were able 
to process the angel’s announcement. But, as it 
turned out, they had one more angelic surprise 
waiting for them. 

READ: Read aloud Luke 2:13-15, encouraging 
the group to notice what significance the angels 
saw in Jesus’s birth. 

SHARE: The term “host” referred to a military 
unit. Some scholars believe this host of angels 
was similar to the supernatural guard that 
protected Elisha against the Arameans. Call on 
a volunteer to read 2 Kings 6:17. Encourage the 
group to picture this heavenly host as a heavenly 
battalion as you read through Luke 2:13-14 again. 

DISCUSS: Emphasize Jesus’s role as King and 
Savior and the angel’s words related to “peace.” 
How does Jesus bring peace to our world? 
(p. 39). Allow a few volunteers to share how Jesus 
has brought peace into their lives. Ask: Where in 
our nation and the world could we use God’s 
peace? (p. 39) Record answers on the board or 
on a large sheet of paper. Provide a few minutes 
for the group to silently pray for God’s peace in 
the situations that were mentioned. 

• (2:14) Jesus’s birth not only brought great 
glory to the Father, but also promised peace 
on earth. This phrase was not all-inclusive 
and did not mean all wars and conflicts would 
end. (See Matt. 10:34-36.) The angels specified 
people he favors. Some translations render this 
“good will to men” (KJV), “those with whom He 
is pleased (ESV)” or “on whom His favor rests 
(NIV).” The point is that Jesus’s birth offers 
peace to those who by faith and salvation 
experience the favor of God’s grace (Rom. 5:1). 

• (2:14) One of the Old Testament titles for the 
anticipated Messiah was the Prince of Peace 
(Isa. 9:6).

CHALLENGE

ASK: What new perspective on God’s 
sovereignty and Jesus’s birth did you 
gain today? 

RESPOND: How does the truth that Jesus 
is the promised Messiah impact how our 
Bible study group functions and its purpose? 
What actions does the group need to 
strengthen to demonstrate this truth more 
fully within the group? Guide the group in 
creating a statement of purpose for your group. 
Invite suggestions of specific steps to better align 
your group with this purpose. 

PRAY: Conclude the group time with prayer, 
thanking God for always being faithful to His 
promises, including His promise to send a Savior. 

AFTER THE SESSION

Reach out to a couple of key members of the 
group and invite them to help you implement 
the action steps the group chose to better 
demonstrate the group’s functions and purpose.
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Everyone Who Believes
ENGAGE

BEGIN: Before the group arrives, draw two 
columns on a large sheet of paper. Label one 
column “Goodbye 2022” and the other “Hello 
2023.” Place pens and colorful sticky notes 
by the columns. As the group settles in, read 
the session’s opening paragraph on page 45. 
Encourage group members to reflect on the 
question: What do you most look forward to 
with the start of a new year? 

SHARE: Direct attention to the message you 
wrote. Instruct the group to use the sticky 
notes to record things that they are hoping to 
say “Goodbye” to from 2022 and things they are 
looking forward to in 2023. Encourage individuals 
to put two or three notes under each column. 
Discuss some of the common responses for each. 

TRANSITION: While the new year offers a 
fresh start, it doesn’t mean we can get rid of 
everything from the previous year or that we will 
succeed in every goal we set. Thankfully, what’s 
true about a changing calendar is not true about 
an unchanging Savior. In this first lesson of the 
new year, we will see what it means to get a fresh 
start with Jesus. 

EXPLORE

INTRODUCE: Distribute copies of Pack Item 
14 (Handout: First-Century Jewish Factions). Use 

the information about Pharisees to introduce 
Nicodemus. Focus on his background as an expert 
in the law. Explain that this background informed 
the way he thought about salvation and Jesus. 

• (3:1) Nicodemus was a Pharisee, a group 
known for their strict interpretation of the 
law. He was also “a ruler of the Jews,” which 
probably means that he was a member of 
the Sanhedrin, the Jewish ruling body. As 
“a teacher of Israel” (v. 10) he was surely 
considered an authority on religious matters. 
However, Jesus challenged Nicodemus’s 
status, insisting that to enter the kingdom of 
God, he needed something more. He needed a 
spiritual birth.

ASK: How does a person’s religious 
background influence the way he or she 
understands and responds to Jesus? 

TRANSITION: Our personal history has an 
impact on our relationship with Jesus. It can draw 
us closer to Him or, as with Nicodemus, it can 
make it hard to trust and accept Him. Think about 
where you stand with Jesus as we walk through 
today’s verses.

READ: Call for a volunteer to read aloud 
John 3:4-8, as the group considers why 
Nicodemus was confused. 

Session 5   |   John 3:4-18
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STUDY: According to Jesus, what does 
being born again allow someone to do? 
(p. 47) Discuss responses. Ask: What does 
the term “kingdom of God” bring to mind? 
Lead the group in reviewing the Key Doctrine on 
page 47, along with the corresponding verses. 
Lead the group to discuss how people might 
misunderstand the “kingdom of God” and how we 
can help them understand it better. 

CROSS-REFERENCE: Organize the group into 
teams of two or three and direct each team to 
complete the Bible Skill activity. (p. 47) Allow a 
volunteer from each team to share what stood out 
from their discussion. 

• (3:3) The Greek word translated “again” can be 
used to designate a location (“from above”) or 
a time (“again”). The word appears three times 
in this chapter (vv. 3,7,31). The last occurrence 
describes Jesus as “the one who comes from 
above” (v. 31, emphasis added). Jesus clearly 
intended the term to designate a location. The 
birth Jesus spoke of was spiritual birth that 
came from the Father.

DISCUSS: What do people find confusing 
about salvation coming through faith in 
Jesus alone? (p. 47). Explain that Nicodemus 
likely understood the kingdom of God in the 
context of the end times, not God’s current rule 
over the lives of individuals. 

STATE: Jesus’s rule begins when individuals give 
their lives to Christ. Unfortunately, many struggle 
with the idea that Jesus alone can save them. 
They want to work for it or be “good enough” 
to meet God’s standards. But Jesus was clear: 
Rebirth in Him is the only way one can enter the 
kingdom of God.

SHARE: Direct the group to turn to the inside 
front cover. Spend a few minutes sharing the Plan 
of Salvation. 

EXPLAIN: If you have already accepted Jesus 
as your Savior, that’s great. This is a good time to 
think about how you can be an effective witness 
for Him in the year ahead. But if you have not 
made that decision, there is no better way to start 
the new year than by being born again. I would be 
happy to talk more about that decision with you 
after the group time today.

READ: Call on someone to read John 3:9-13. 
Direct the group to pay attention to how Jesus 
describes Himself here. 

IDENTIFY: Point out that Nicodemus was still 
confused. Emphasize his status as a Pharisee and 
member of the Sanhedrin. What things might 
we be tempted to rely on to gain entrance 
into the kingdom?

TRANSITION: Jesus is the only way into the 
kingdom of God. To help Nicodemus understand 
His mission better, Jesus shifted to an illustration 
that would be very familiar to an expert in the 
Law of Moses.

READ: Read aloud John 3:14-18, encouraging 
the group to look for how God is described in 
these verses. 

CLARIFY: Lead the group to identify parallels 
between the Israelites in the desert and people 
today. Emphasize that both are dying from sin and 
both have salvation readily available. Ask: How 
is salvation through Jesus different from the 
salvation offered in the desert? 
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• (3:14) In Numbers 21, many rebellious 
Israelites were bitten by deadly snakes in 
the wilderness. Following God’s instructions, 
Moses made a bronze snake and lifted it on 
a pole. There was nothing magical about the 
snake. God simply promised to heal anyone 
who looked at it. The snake did not heal the 
people. God healed the people who obeyed 
based on their faith in His word.

• (3:14) Jesus told Nicodemus that the Son 
of Man would also be lifted up. The phrase 
lifted up is clear to modern believers who 
look back with an understanding of the 
cross. To Nicodemus, though, it must have 
been a strange, cryptic claim. Inclusion of 
the word must defines Christ’s crucifixion 
as a necessity. Only when Jesus was lifted 
up on the cross could atonement for human 
sin be made.

EVALUATE: On the board write, The gospel 
is at once completely inclusive and completely 
exclusive. Call on volunteers to share whether 
they agree or disagree. Point out that the gospel 
is inclusive because it is available for everyone 
and exclusive because it requires faith in Christ.  

ASK: Was it more difficult for Nicodemus to 
accept the inclusivity or exclusivity of the 
gospel? Why? Which do people find more 
difficult to accept today? Show the group 
Pack Item 6 (Key Verse: John 3:16). Call on the 
group to consider how John 3:16 supports both 
aspects of the gospel.  

TRANSITION: Jesus said He did not come to 
condemn anyone. He came to be the Savior of the 
world. We need to recognize our responsibility to 
be His partner in that task.

CHALLENGE

REVIEW: Point out the directive and questions 
under Apply the Text on page 47: Discuss as 
a group the ramifications of salvation 
being offered to all who believe in Jesus. 
How does this truth impact how the group 
functions? What needs to change for the 
group to demonstrate this truth to a greater 
degree? Create a plan to implement the needed 
changes identified.

RESPOND: Encourage the group to list at least 
one name of an unbeliever or someone who is 
far from God in their DDG. Invite volunteers to 
share their answers to this question: How can 
you use what Jesus shared with Nicodemus 
to initiate a conversation with them about 
Jesus? Remind the group you are available to 
pray with them for the person they listed. 

PRAY: Close in prayer, thanking God for loving 
the world and for sending Jesus to make eternal 
life possible.

AFTER THE SESSION

Reinforce the session by following up with anyone 
who spoke with you after group time about 
praying for a specific person who is not a believer 
or who is far from God.
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But Whoever Drinks
ENGAGE

BEGIN: As the group arrives, hand out index 
cards and pens. Direct them to silently read the 
opening paragraph and question on page 53: 
What physical realities do people look to 
for satisfaction? Encourage the group to write 
their answers on an index card and return their 
card to you. After a few minutes, share some of 
the answers. 

PROBE: Lead the group to discuss whether they 
agree or disagree with this statement: Physical 
and emotional longings and desires sometimes 
point to even deeper spiritual needs. Point out 
that sometimes our response to things connects 
to our spiritual lives.

TRANSITION: Jesus addressed this when 
He met a Samaritan woman at a well. She was 
concerned with her physical thirst, but Jesus 
recognized that she had a deeper need. In 
response, He offered her living water to quench 
her spiritual thirst. 

EXPLORE

INTRODUCE: Distribute Pack Item 12 
(Handout: Jews and Samaritans). Use this 
handout and the information from Understand 
the Context (p. 53) to provide background on the 
relationship between Jews and Samaritans. Point 
to Pack Item 1 (Map: Key Cities in John’s Gospel) 

to show the route most Jews took between Judea 
and Galilee and Jesus’s route through Samaria. 
Point out the city of Sychar in Samaria and note 
that this is where Jesus decided to stop in John 4.

READ: Call for a volunteer to read John 4:11-
15, as the group considers why Jesus repeatedly 
used the word “thirsty.” 

IDENTIFY: Invite the group to scan John 
4:11-15 and to consider ways Jesus’s encounter 
with the Samaritan woman went against societal 
norms of the day.

• (4:11-15) When Jesus spoke to her, He broke 
several customs that surprised her. Men did 
not speak to unaccompanied women. Jews did 
not speak with Samaritans. Jewish strangers 
did not ask for help from a Samaritan woman. 
As we later discover, she was a woman 
with a sketchy past, making the encounter 
increasingly odd. Yet, tradition would not 
prevent Jesus from reaching out to her. 
Further, Jews would have considered the 
Samaritan woman’s water bucket to be defiled 
and unclean. Jesus’s actions were shocking. 
But in His eyes, people were more important 
than protocol.

COMPARE: Guide the group in comparing and 
contrasting the water the woman was looking 
for and the water Jesus was offering. Encourage 
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the group to cite evidence from the text that the 
woman was not on the same page as Jesus. 

ASK: How does our spiritual need resemble 
an unquenchable thirst? (p. 55) Share Isaiah 
12:1-3, emphasizing water as a metaphor for 
salvation. Talk about other places in Scripture 
where water is compared to life. Guide the group 
to locate this session’s memory verse on Pack 
Item 8 (Handout: Memory Verses Bookmark). 
Encourage the group to memorize John 4:14 
this week.

TRANSITION: Jesus used a physical need to 
open the door to this conversation. Once He had 
engaged the woman, He could take the next step 
in helping her realize that her problems went 
beyond thirst and water.

READ: Invite a volunteer to read John 
4:16-20. Direct the group to pay attention to 
the woman’s response to Jesus when her sin 
was exposed. 

CONSIDER: Divide the group into teams of two 
or three people. Instruct the teams to review John 
3:16-17 and discuss the ways Jesus’s encounter 
with the Samaritan woman exemplified the truth 
of these verses. Call the group back together 
to share insights gained from their discussions. 
Emphasize the difference between exposing sin 
and condemning sin. 

DISCUSS: Why was it essential for Jesus 
to confront the woman about her sin? As 
answers are shared, highlight the Samaritan 
woman’s response and her attempt to redirect the 
conversation. What makes admitting our past 
failures and current sin so difficult? (p. 55)

REFLECT: Write the following quote from 
Augustine’s Confessions on the board or on a 
large sheet of paper: Thou hast made us for 
thyself, O Lord, and our heart is restless until it 
finds its rest in you. Lead the group to consider 
how Jesus’s encounter at the well illustrates 
Augustine’s point. 

TRANSITION: Augustine was right that our 
hearts can only find true rest in Jesus. But to find 
that rest, we need to see our sin for what it is and 
confess it to Him. Sometimes, we are as guilty as 
the Samaritan woman when it comes to ignoring 
our sin or trying to “change the subject” when 
things get too uncomfortable for us.

READ: Direct someone to read aloud 
John 4:21-24, as the group notices how Jesus 
described true worship. 

INTRODUCE: Invite the group to identify some 
current disagreements that churches have 
about worship. Everything Jesus said about the 
proper way to worship is in these verses. But 
He never mentioned the actual things people 
often argue about. He focused on attitude and 
motivation instead.

ASK: How do we know when we have 
worshiped God in Spirit and in truth? (p. 55). 

• (4:22-23) The true worship of God is not based 
on a location, rituals, or rites—but on the 
heart of the worshiper. Genuine and acceptable 
worship is in Spirit and in truth. This worship 
flows from the Spirit of God, who is unseen 
and yet vibrant and life producing. Describing 
God as spirit describes His nature. He is not 
flesh and bone like His creation. As spirit, God 
is not confined to time or space or matter like 
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we are. Truth means it aligns with the teaching 
of Scripture. Spirit and truth are not separate 
entities; they both must be at the core of our 
worship. In genuine Christian worship, both are 
essential.

READ: Read aloud John 4:25-26, inviting 
the group to look for evidence of the Samaritan 
woman’s faith. 

• (4:25) Despite her lack of scriptural insight, 
the woman had a sense of the most important 
issue. She believed the Messiah was coming. 
Messiah is the Hebrew word translated Christ 
in Greek. Her statement was an expression of 
raw faith. It wasn’t perfect, but it was a start.

EXPLAIN: Direct attention to the woman’s 
statement in verse 25. Point out that at this point, 
the woman had not yet recognized Jesus as the 
Messiah, although she believed the Messiah 
was coming. Ask: How did Jesus respond? 
Emphasize that He clearly identified Himself as the 
Messiah. Summarize the rest of the story (John 
4:27-42). Share that this simple encounter with 
Jesus not only changed the woman’s life forever, 
but it also made a difference in the whole town. 

• (4:26) Some people falsely say that Jesus 
never claimed to be the Messiah, but this 
occasion corrects that error. Jesus simply and 
directly said “I, the one speaking to you, am 
he.” Using terms reflective of God’s self-
revelation as “I am,” Jesus declared Himself to 
be the Messiah (Ex. 3:13-14). The woman need 
look no further. Her anticipation was realized 
in the presence of the person before her. All 
her longing, every painful need, each point of 
confusion—everything could be satisfied in 
the Savior.

EMPHASIZE: Call attention to the title of 
this session, emphasizing the word whoever. 
Ask: How would Jews have responded to 
“whoever” including Samaritans? How does 
Jesus’s compassion toward the Samaritan 
woman remind us that He offers eternal 
satisfaction to whoever will trust in Him? 
Challenge the group to consider the “Samaritans” 
in our culture and how they can actively reach out 
to those who might feel like outcasts.

CHALLENGE

RESPOND: Invite the group to review the 
story of the Samaritan woman. What does her 
experience reveal about salvation? Lead 
the group to examine their lives for things in 
which they seek satisfaction. Challenge them to 
spend time this week confessing those to God 
and seeking Him more deeply.Remind them to 
complete the Daily Explorations to reflect on the 
major points for this passage.

PRAY: Close in prayer, asking God to help the 
group enjoy the true satisfaction that is only 
found in Jesus.

AFTER THE SESSION

Reinforce the session by considering some of the 
ways people in your community seek satisfaction 
outside of God. Invite the group to join you in 
praying for your community, asking God to open 
the people’s eyes to recognize that their true 
thirst is for Jesus.
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Pick Up Your Mat
ENGAGE

BEGIN: As the group arrives, invite them 
to discuss these questions: What is the 
difference between pity and compassion? 
Can a person express both simultaneously? 
Explain. (p. 61) Call on volunteers to suggest 
scenarios where one might feel compassion or 
pity or both. 

COMPARE: Direct attention to the introduction 
on page 61. Lead the group to consider whether 
they agree or disagree with these descriptions of 
pity and compassion in that paragraph. 

TRANSITION: In today’s session, we will see 
how Jesus showed both pity and compassion as 
he interacted with a disabled man. Think about 
how Jesus shows compassion to you and how He 
calls you to show compassion to others. 

EXPLORE

INTRODUCE: Set the scene for Jesus and the 
disabled man by using information on page 61. 
Explain the location and significance of Bethesda. 
Note the healing powers many associated with 
the pool. 

HIGHLIGHT: Point to Pack Item 3 (Poster: 
Seven Signs in John’s Gospel). Point out that this 
passage describes the third sign Jesus performed 
in John’s Gospel. Distribute copies of Pack Item 

10 (Handout: Seven Signs in John’s Gospel). Draw 
attention to the third sign. Note that it not only 
reveals His compassion but it also reveals, again, 
that He is God’s Son, the Messiah.

READ: Read aloud John 5:5-9a (ending with 
“and started to walk”). Call for the group to pay 
attention to Jesus’s question and to how the 
disabled man responded. 

ASK: How would you characterize Jesus’s 
attitude toward the disabled man? How 
would you describe the man’s attitude 
toward Jesus? 

CONNECT: Direct the group to the summary 
statement on page 60: Jesus is Lord over all 
creation and values all people. Invite the group 
to suggest connections between the summary 
statement and Jesus’s encounter with the man 
at Bethesda. Connect Jesus’s ability to heal with 
His role as Lord over all creation. Emphasize the 
value Jesus sees in all people, not just the rich or 
influential. Point out that He chose to go to the 
helpless and needy. 

DISCUSS: How does a person’s obedience to 
Jesus serve as a statement of faith as well? 
(p. 63) Encourage the group to discuss whether 
the man’s actions were a statement of faith. 
Emphasize how obedience to Jesus can show faith 
while disobedience points to a lack of faith. 

Session 7   |   John 5:5-16
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TRANSITION: The man’s faith in Jesus allowed 
him to do something he had never done. Jesus 
healed the man because he was willing to 
literally take a step of faith. But in the middle of 
the most important moment of his life, the man 
faced some stiff opposition from a group that was 
more concerned with holding to their own power 
than in celebrating the power that had changed 
this man’s life.

READ: Call on a volunteer to read John 
5:9b-13. Direct the group to pay attention to 
what caught the Jewish leaders’ attention in 
these verses.

ASK: What made the Sabbath such a 
sticking point to these Jews? Why did John 
mention the man’s mat? 

HIGHLIGHT: Draw attention to the Did You 
Know? feature on page 63. 

• (5:9b-10) In picking up and carrying his 
mat, the man at the Pool of Bethesda had 
committed a violation that was listed in The 
Mishnah’s “carrying goods” category. Jews 
likely based this in part on Jeremiah 17:21-22, 
which prohibits carrying a load through the city 
gates or out of one’s house on the Sabbath. 
Though the Jews had been taught that the law 
prohibited “labor,” like picking up his mat, it 
actually did not specify such minor matters. 
While it did exclude most forms of work, it 
focused more on the holiness of the day than 
on the minor tasks of living (Ex. 20:8-11).

STUDY: Divide the group into two teams. 
Instruct each team to complete the first half 
of the Bible Skill (p. 63). Assign one team the 
Old Testament, while the other team focuses 

on the New Testament. Let them know they will 
answer the two questions as a group. After a 
few minutes, call the group back together to 
share what they learned. Discuss the final two 
questions in the Bible Skill: How do the Old 
Testament and New Testament teachings 
on Sabbath complement each other? How 
did Jesus’s actions in John 5 demonstrate 
respect for the Sabbath and the rightness of 
acting on that day? 

ASSERT: The Jewish authorities drew their 
power and authority from the law. So, they 
wanted to make sure everyone kept the law as 
they defined it—no exceptions. In this case, they 
were so focused on their rules that they failed to 
recognize the miracle in front of them and failed 
to show compassion. 

ASK: How can religion become an excuse 
not to show compassion to hurting people? 
(p. 63) How might legalism hold us back 
from celebrating the work of Jesus in 
someone’s life? 

READ: Invite a volunteer to read aloud John 
5:14-16, as the group pays attention to the man’s 
response to Jesus. 

CLARIFY: Explain that while Jesus called on 
the man to stop sinning, He did not connect all 
suffering to sin as many did in that culture. Note 
that by warning the man not to sin anymore, 
Jesus was primarily referring to eternal judgment.

• (5:14) Jesus warned him that he should not 
sin anymore. The word anymore does not 
mean that his disability was the result of sin, 
but that he had maintained a sinful attitude 
in the past. While not all sin carries physical 
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consequences, Jesus told him something 
worse than disability could happen if he 
continued to sin.

ASSERT: Jesus originally showed compassion 
for the man’s physical condition by healing him. 
Now, He was addressing the man’s spiritual 
situation by warning him to stop living in sin. In 
every situation we experience, Jesus meets us 
right where we are and touches our lives right 
where we need Him most. 

ASK: How would you describe the man’s 
actions in these verses? Note that the man 
may have been trying to ingratiate himself to the 
Jewish authorities by identifying Jesus. Point out 
that this time he did not refer to Jesus as the 
One who told him to break the Sabbath, but as 
his Healer.

• (5:15-16) The man did not use this opportunity 
to thank Jesus or seek further spiritual 
counsel. Instead, he reported to the Jews. 
Earlier, he found himself confronted by the 
Jewish leaders because he apparently broke 
their Sabbath traditions. He could have simply 
avoided them, but he deliberately went to tell 
them it was Jesus who had made him well. The 
man must have known they would be angry 
with Jesus. Nevertheless, he betrayed the One 
to whom he owed everything to gain the favor 
of those he owed nothing.

HIGHLIGHT: Draw attention to Pack Item 10 
(Handout: The Seven Signs of John) and Pack Item 
3 (Poster: The Seven Signs in John). Point out that 
this healing marks a shift in how John reported 
Jesus’s signs. Explain that with this sign, His 
miracles become points of contention with leaders 
and their motivation for persecuting Him.

CHALLENGE

REVIEW: Invite the group to locate and read the 
Key Doctrine (p. 63). Encourage them to consider 
how God’s compassion for His people leads us to 
show compassion for others. 

RESPOND: Guide a discussion of the question 
set under Apply the Text on page 63: With your 
Bible study group, identify people in your 
community who are hurting or who have 
been marginalized. What actions can your 
class or group take to remove barriers and 
to meet spiritual and physical needs?

PRAY: Close with prayer, praising God for His 
compassion and asking Him to guide your group 
into opportunities to show compassion to others 
this week. 

AFTER THE SESSION

Reinforce the session by selecting a few 
volunteers to plan a service project for your 
group. Encourage them to focus on serving a 
group that is often marginalized or overlooked in 
your community. Instruct them to consider how 
this time of service will help other recognize the 
love of Christ.
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I Am the Bread
ENGAGE

BEGIN: As the group arrives, invite them to 
share about a time they felt like a nuisance. 
Allow them to discuss how this impacted their 
relationship with the person or place that made 
them feel that way. 

RESPOND: Direct the group to read silently the 
lesson introduction on page 69. Call for responses 
to the question: What should a person expect 
from God? Emphasize that we are never a 
nuisance to Jesus and that He wants to satisfy 
our deepest needs.

TRANSITION: How we view Jesus will 
determine what we expect from Him. The crowds 
that followed Jesus failed to fully recognize who 
He was. As a result, their expectations usually 
focused on temporary, physical wants instead 
of recognizing their eternal needs. As we walk 
through today’s verses, consider where you make 
the same mistakes about Jesus and how you can 
avoid that in the future. 

EXPLORE

INTRODUCE: Draw attention to Pack Item 2 
(Outline of John) and Pack Item 3 (Poster: Seven 
Signs in John’s Gospel). Invite the group to scan 
these items and the headings in their Bibles under 
John 6 to gain an understanding of the events 
recorded in the first half of the chapter. 

OVERVIEW: Use information from Understand 
the Context (p. 69) to summarize Jesus’s feeding 
the multitude and walking on water. Explain 
that each of these events fit into John’s desire 
to reveal Jesus as the Son of God and Messiah. 
Share that they also set the context for today’s 
study passage.

TRANSITION: As we study these verses, notice 
the difference between what the people were 
asking for and what Jesus was offering. Consider 
why the crowds continued to misunderstand 
Jesus and how we are also guilty of expecting the 
wrong things from Him at times. 

READ: Call for a volunteer to read aloud 
John 6:26-29, encouraging the group to listen for 
what Jesus revealed about Himself. 

ASK: Why were the people following Jesus? 
What indications do you see that the crowds 
did not understand Jesus’s true identity? 
(p. 71) Emphasize Jesus’s description of the 
people’s motives (v. 26). Note that the crowd 
was focused on physical satisfaction. Avoid the 
implication that Jesus did not care about physical 
needs. Rather, emphasize that Jesus offered 
something superior to physical satisfaction.

STUDY: By beginning His statement with “Truly 
I tell you,” Jesus was indicating He was about 
to present vital information. He was about to 
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reveal something about His identity. Guide the 
group in discovering what Jesus was revealing 
about Himself. Invite volunteers to share words 
or phrases from these verses that provide 
insight into who Jesus is. Facilitate a brief 
discussion about the meaning behind these words 
and phrases. 

• (6:27-29) Jesus said the Son of Man will 
give “food that lasts.” There is nothing to be 
earned—it is given. Second, the work involved 
is to believe in the one God has sent. Jesus 
explained, “This is the work of God”—to 
simply “believe in the one he has sent.” This 
is consistent with other teaching of Scripture, 
that salvation is made possible by believing in 
Jesus (John 3:16; Acts 16:31; Rom. 10:9-10). 

TRANSITION: Jesus had fed more than 5,000 
people, yet the people still wanted more. They 
demanded a sign, but, even then, they were 
focused on their physical needs.

READ: Direct someone to read John 6:30-34, 
as the group listens for indications that the crowd 
still did not understand who Jesus was. 

DISCUSS: Identify the expectations of the 
crowd. Explain the “bread from heaven” as manna 
that God gave His people while they wandered in 
the wilderness.

• (6:31) The people recalled how their ancestors 
ate the manna in the wilderness. This citation 
of God’s miraculous provision during the 
Exodus was not provoked by their faith but 
their greed. The people in Capernaum misused 
the Scripture to manipulate Jesus. Their 
quotation, “He gave them bread from heaven to 
eat,” was a loose translation of Exodus 16:15. 

God made a bread-like substance appear on 
the ground each morning as the Israelites 
wandered in the desert. 

CONNECT: Separate the group into teams of 
two to four and give each team one of these 
passages to review: Matthew 12:38-41; Mark 
15:32; John 6:12-14; and John 20:30-31. Direct 
the teams to compare their verses with the words 
of the crowd in verse 30. Call the group back 
to share insights from their verses. Ask: Why 
do people insist on a sign to validate their 
faith? (p. 71) Discuss responses.

SUMMARIZE: How would you describe 
Jesus’s response to the crowd’s demand? 
Point out that Jesus was not giving up on the 
crowd despite their stubbornness. Instead, He 
continued explaining the truth, guiding them to 
focus on Him and what He offered. 

TRANSITION: Unfortunately, the crowd’s 
response in verse 34 indicates that they were 
listening but still not understanding. In some 
ways, they were like the Samaritan woman at 
the well in John 4. They were so fixated on the 
physical while Jesus was trying to shift their 
focus to the spiritual. 

READ: Invite a volunteer to read aloud John 
6:35-40. Encourage the group to listen for how 
Jesus described the Father’s will. 

DISCUSS: What did Jesus’s use of “I am” 
here reveal about Himself and God’s plan  
for salvation?  

• (6:35) Jesus plainly declared Himself to 
be the bread of life sent from the Father. 
He employed a theological phrase found 
throughout His ministry: I am. God’s revelation 
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of His name to Moses incorporated this idea 
of “I am who I am” (Ex. 3:14), the ever-existing 
One. Jesus employed this phrase to further 
His claim of equality with God. Usually, Jesus 
used “I am” with various characteristics of His 
nature and ministry. As the bread of life, He 
promised eternal satisfaction.

PROBE: What assurance did Jesus give 
those who follow Him? How do His words 
encourage and comfort you? Affirm the 
security that believers have through their faith in 
Jesus. Point to the Key Doctrine (p. 71). Lead the 
group to read and reflect on the accompanying 
verses this week (Ps. 97:10; 1 Pet. 1:5). 

• (6:40) Eternal life does not begin on the last 
day, but at the moment one trusts Christ as 
Savior. However, it continues past death into 
eternity. A believer’s security comes through 
faith in Jesus. Our religious and moral works 
do not earn us a place in God’s family. We 
come to God only by believing in Jesus and 
receiving Him as Savior and Lord. He does the 
saving. By faith, we receive His gift of grace 
and are born again.

ASK: How does belief in Jesus satisfy a 
person’s spiritual hunger? (p. 71) Encourage 
group members to think about people they 
know who need to experience the satisfaction 
only Jesus can provide. Give them a moment to 
silently pray for those individuals—and for their 
own opportunities to share Jesus with them.

CHALLENGE

REVIEW: Call attention to this session’s 
summary statement: Jesus provides spiritual 
food that always satisfies (p. 68). Guide the 

group to consider areas in their lives where they 
approach Jesus with misguided expectations. 
Allow volunteers to share.  

RESPOND: Guide a discussion of the question 
set under Apply the Text on page 71: How 
does hearing how Christ impacts others 
encourage you? Why is it important for the 
group to share about ways each person is 
expressing faith in Jesus in their daily lives? 
Lead the group to discuss how belief in Jesus 
produces spiritual nourishment or contentment. 
Record stories shared about how faith in Jesus 
brings satisfaction. 

PRAY: Conclude the group time with prayer, 
thanking God for sending His Son to provide 
eternal satisfaction. Ask God to help the group 
avoid settling for temporary satisfaction rather 
than the deep satisfaction Jesus provides. 

AFTER THE SESSION

Reinforce the session by enlisting volunteers 
to host a group meal. Focus on the good gift of 
food for both sustenance and also for enjoyment. 
Invite the group to discuss how this meal serves 
as a symbol of how we will spend eternity 
celebrating and enjoying the presence of Jesus 
with other believers.
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He Sent Me
ENGAGE

BEGIN: Prior to the session, hang a large sheet 
of paper labeled “teachers” on a focal wall. 
As the group arrives, invite them to think of a 
teacher who had a positive impact on their lives 
and to write one word that describes what made 
that teacher special on the paper. 

DISCUSS: Ask: What makes a teacher 
effective and memorable? (p. 77) Discuss 
responses and review the words on the paper. 
Note how each word describes a great teacher. 
Invite a few volunteers to share about teachers 
who embodied the word they chose. 

EXPLAIN: Invite the group to follow along 
as you read aloud the lesson introduction on 
page 77. Repeat the final two sentences of 
the paragraph: The people of Jerusalem were 
evaluating Jesus’s teaching, especially His 
authority. In the process, they were confronted 
with their own hypocrisy and lack of power. 

TRANSITION: Today, we study Jesus’s teaching 
during the Festival of Shelters. As we do, put 
yourself in the sandals of Jesus’s listeners. Try to 
understand their struggles to accept Jesus and 
how that applies to your life.

EXPLORE

INTRODUCE: Summarize previous lessons 
and how they led to this point. Note that those 
opposed to Jesus were intensifying their efforts 
to arrest and even kill Him. Direct attention to 
Pack Item 1 (Map: Key Cities in John’s Gospel). 
Share that Jesus began John 7 in Galilee, but He 
moved to Jerusalem for one of the annual Jewish 
festivals. In doing so, He was moving to the 
epicenter of the threats against Him. 

STUDY: Invite the group to review the 
information about the Festival of Shelters in 
Understand the Context (p. 77). Encourage the 
group to discuss what this particular festival 
represented and how it was celebrated. Note that 
the festival crowd would have included religious 
leaders, residents of Jerusalem who were 
probably familiar with the tension between Jesus 
and the leaders, and out-of-town visitors who 
were not as familiar with the situation.

TRANSITION: Jesus did not immediately go 
to Jerusalem. But midway through the festival, 
He entered the city and began teaching in the 
most public place possible, the temple. He was 
confident that He would be safe because He 
understood the Father’s perfect timing.

• (7:1-6) At first, Jesus refused to go to the 
capital for the Festival of Shelters. He 
postponed going because the Jewish leaders 
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had conspired to kill Him. Deliberately, He 
delayed because His time of fulfilling His 
Messianic purpose had not arrived. Not even 
the taunts of His unbelieving brothers could 
divert Him from this path.

READ: Call for a volunteer to read aloud 
John 7:14-19 and encourage the group to notice 
the Jews’ response to Jesus’s words. 

ASSERT: This is not the first time people were 
amazed by Jesus. Even as a boy in the temple, 
religious leaders were astounded by His insights 
(Luke 2:47). This time, though, His listeners also 
questioned His qualifications as a teacher since 
He had not been trained by a rabbi. 

• (7:15) Amazed implies bewilderment. The 
people could not understand how He had 
become so learned. Unlike other teachers, 
He did not parrot well-known rabbis, and His 
mastery of Scripture surpassed anything they 
had heard. His teaching was different because 
He spoke in His own authority—not something 
He had gleaned from others (Mark 1:22; 
Luke 4:32).

ASK: How do we know if a person’s 
teachings are from God? (p. 79) Discuss 
responses. According to Jesus, why was 
His teaching trustworthy? Note that Jesus 
was sent by God and only did and said what the 
Father directed Him to do and say. Emphasize that 
Jesus’s only goal was to bring glory to the Father.

FOLLOW-UP: How did Jesus turn the 
question back on the Jewish leaders? Point 
out that Jesus emphasized belief in God and 
obedience to God as prerequisites for discerning 
the truth. Jesus suggested that the leaders 

failed to follow God, so they could not judge 
His teaching. 

• (7:16) The people found it easier to question 
the origin of Jesus’s teaching than to change 
their ways. Those who do not want to follow 
God’s Word question it really comes from God.

PROBE: How does being obedient to 
God’s will help us discern the validity of 
someone’s biblical claims? Emphasize that 
the only way to discern the truth is to stay close 
to the One who defines all truth. Share that a 
healthy, ongoing relationship with God through 
Jesus will help us have wisdom and discernment.

TRANSITION: Jesus’s claim that some in the 
crowd wanted to kill Him created a stir. But He 
turned the tables on His opponents by using their 
own religious rituals to prove His point.

READ: Direct a volunteer to read John 7:20-
24, while the group pays attention to the crowd’s 
shift in attitude. 

IDENTIFY: Write hypocrisy on a whiteboard or a 
large sheet of paper. Invite a volunteer to share a 
definition of hypocrisy using an online dictionary. 
Record their responses under the heading. Lead 
the group in considering how the actions Jesus 
described in these verses constituted hypocrisy. 
Invite the group to share other examples of 
hypocrisy in the Bible. (Possible examples: 
David’s initial response to Nathan’s story in 2 
Sam. 12; the Unforgiving Debtor in Matt. 18; and 
Jesus’s teaching on the splinter in your brother’s 
eye from Matt. 7) 

• (7:23-24) Jesus employed a rabbinical 
argument to illustrate their hypocrisy. 
According to Jewish traditions, a baby could 
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still be circumcised when the eighth day fell 
on the Sabbath (Lev. 12:3). In such cases, 
they believed the command of circumcision 
superseded Sabbath laws. Later rabbinical 
writings confirmed this belief. The people of 
Jesus’s day meticulously kept the outward 
tradition without maintaining the deeper truths 
of righteousness and justice. They objected 
because Jesus made a man entirely well on 
the Sabbath, but they had no qualms about 
conspiring to commit murder on that same day 
(John 5:16-18).

DISCUSS: Direct attention to the session’s 
summary statement: Jesus was sent by the 
Father so we could know the Father. (p. 76) Ask: 
What makes seeing our own hypocrisy 
difficult? (p. 79) Assert that we have been sent 
to make Jesus known so the world can see the 
true light of Jesus through us. 

TRANSITION: Jesus’s amazing teaching and 
bold, public stand began to convince some that 
He might be the Messiah. But they still had 
questions and doubts to overcome.

READ: Direct the group to read John  
7:25-29 silently, taking note of why the people 
of Jerusalem were confused. 

COMPARE: Guide the group in a discussion of 
the reasons the people gave for thinking Jesus 
was the Messiah and the reasons they gave for 
doubting this truth. Lead the group to discuss 
Jesus’s answer to the people and why they did not 
understand who He is or what He had come to do. 
Ask: What are the dangers of not knowing 
the full facts about Jesus? (p. 79)

ASSERT: He agreed with their assessment from 
a physical standpoint, but He also accused them 
of missing His true identity. They would never 
really know Him until they had a true relationship 
with God through Him. 

HIGHLIGHT: Guide the group to locate the 
memory verse on Pack Item 8 (Handout: Memory 
Verses Bookmark). Encourage the group to 
memorize John 7:29 this week. 

CHALLENGE

APPLY: Lead the group to respond to the 
question set under Apply the Text on page 79: 
Discuss how Jesus’s being sent by the 
Father impacts how the Bible study group 
functions and should function in the future. 
What actions can the group take to more 
readily help others understand that Jesus 
was sent by the Father so we could know 
the Father? Encourage them to reflect on their 
responses this week as they complete the Daily 
Explorations in their individual studies. 

PRAY: Conclude the group time with prayer, 
thanking God for sending His Son so that you 
could know Him. 

AFTER THE SESSION

Reinforce the session by meeting with leaders 
of the group to discuss how to facilitate spiritual 
growth within the group. Invite leaders to suggest 
steps for the group time that can facilitate 
this growth, as well as steps for outside of 
group time.
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I Am the Light
ENGAGE

BEGIN: Before the group arrives, dim the lights 
in your meeting space. As the group arrives, share 
the story about Mammoth Cave from the opening 
paragraph on page 85. Invite volunteers to 
share answers to these questions: What is the 
darkest place you have ever been in? What 
emotions did you experience? (p. 85)

DISCUSS: Explain that the Bible often uses 
darkness as a metaphor for sin. Ask: How is 
being in darkness similar to living in sin? 
Encourage the group to refer back to their 
previous answer regarding the emotions they 
experienced in darkness. Ask: How did you feel 
when you left the darkness and came back 
into light?

TRANSITION: In dark places, light provides 
direction and comfort. It can also expose dangers 
or obstacles in our path. In this session, Jesus 
claimed to be the Light of the world, bringing 
hope and assurance to a dark place.

EXPLORE

INTRODUCE: Distribute copies of Pack Item 
14 (Handout: First-Century Jewish Factions). Call 
on the group to locate Pharisees on the handout. 
Lead the group to highlight information that 
provides insight into why many Pharisees opposed 
Jesus. Emphasize their strict adherence to the 

law. Note that some Pharisees, like Nicodemus, 
eventually became Christ-followers. 

CHALLENGE: As we study today’s verses, 
pay attention to the differences between 
righteousness, self-righteousness, and 
unrighteousness. Consider if there are areas in 
your life where religion gets in the way of truly 
following Jesus. 

READ: Call for a volunteer to read aloud 
John 8:3-6, as the group pays attention to the 
Pharisees’ attitude toward the woman. 

CONSIDER: Distribute index cards and markers. 
Direct the group to write “Righteous” on one 
side and “Unrighteous” on the other. Lead them 
to consider whether the Pharisees’ actions were 
righteous or unrighteous. Invite them to signify 
their answer by holding up the appropriate side 
of their card. Call on volunteers to share their 
thoughts. Discuss how following God’s law is 
righteous but that the motivation of the Pharisees 
was unrighteous. Suggest “self-righteous” as a 
description of the Pharisees. 

• (8:3-6) Old Testament law demanded that 
married individuals who committed adultery 
were to be put to death but it did not specify 
how. If, however, an engaged woman was 
unfaithful to her fiancé, both parties involved 
in the sexual encounter were to be stoned 
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to death (Deut. 22:22-24). If the woman was 
married, Old Testament law did not demand 
she be stoned. Further, if she was engaged 
to another man, then both parties involved in 
the sexual encounter were to be stoned. In 
this story, the man was nowhere to be found. 
Regardless of the woman’s marital status, 
these experts in the law were wrong in what 
they said had to be done. 

• (8:6) The Pharisees’ motive was not to enforce 
the law but to trap Jesus. They merely wanted 
to ensnare Jesus in a no-win scenario.

ASK: How does self-righteousness get in the 
way of grace? (p. 87)

TRANSITION: Jesus recognized the leaders’ 
impure motives. By writing in the dirt, He took 
control of the situation and set up His response 
on His own terms—not the terms His opponents 
were pushing.

READ: Call on someone to read John 8:7-11. 
Invite the group to pay attention to Jesus’s 
attitude toward the woman who had been 
dragged before Him. Ask: If you had been in 
Jesus’s shoes, what verdict would you have 
determined for the woman?  

DISCOVER: What does this encounter 
show us about Jesus’s character? Emphasize 
attributes of God which were on display through 
Jesus. (Examples: justice, mercy, grace, 
righteousness) Hold up your own index card on 
the “Righteous” side, noting that Jesus was and 
is always righteous.

DISCUSS: How did the religious leaders 
respond to Jesus’s verdict? What does it 
say about their own attitudes and motives? 

Point out that Jesus’s words actually condemned 
them instead of the woman.

ASSERT: Jesus turned the tables on 
His opponents by reminding them of their 
own sin. When we truly recognize our own 
unrighteousness, we also recognize our need 
for Jesus more deeply. It’s not the same as 
completely trusting Jesus, but it offers a solid 
first step in that direction.

CONSIDER: How did Jesus view the woman? 
How did meeting Him lead her toward 
righteousness? Facilitate a discussion on how 
the woman trusted Jesus. Challenge the group to 
consider the meaning of Jesus’s words to her. 

TRANSITION: Jesus did not ignore her sin. 
Instead, He urged her to turn away from sin. As 
she did, He was able to forgive her sin. 

READ: Read aloud John 8:12-18, encouraging 
the group to pay attention to what Jesus said 
about the world. 

EXPLAIN: Using the information in the 
bullet below, describe the backdrop to Jesus’s 
“I am” statement. Remind the group that Jesus 
equated Himself with God through these “I am” 
statements. Ask: How was Jesus connecting 
Himself to the Father here? Point out that 
the light at the Festival of Shelters reminded 
the people of God’s presence when He led 
their ancestors through the wilderness in a 
pillar of fire. 

• (8:12) The context for the passage is the 
Feast of Tabernacles; Jesus was in the temple 
near the treasury. Earlier, Jesus had used the 
festival’s water pouring ceremony to call the 
spiritually thirsty to Himself (John 7:37-38). 
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Another major event in the feast was the 
lighting of the four temple lamps, which 
were so large that ladders were used to refill 
them with oil. According to Jewish writings 
from that time, the lamps burned all night. 
Pious men also danced all night in the light 
of the lamps. It was a celebration of God’s 
guidance with a pillar of fire in the wilderness 
during the exodus. In this atmosphere, Jesus 
declared, “I am the light of the world.” Just 
as the children of Israel followed God in the 
wilderness, so believers follow the light of 
the world. 

ASK: How might Jesus being light give 
hope to the people in the crowd? Discuss 
responses. Note that Jesus shined a light on 
the evil motives of the Pharisees who wanted to 
stone the woman. Instead of making the most of 
His light, they walked away. But Jesus’s light can 
bring help and healing for those who are willing 
to stand in it. 

DISCUSS: Point out that the Pharisees did not 
accept Jesus’s testimony and tried to use legal 
technicalities to question its validity. Share that 
Jesus defended His testimony by pointing to His 
Father who sent Him. Ask: How do we know 
that Jesus can be trusted for telling the 
truth? (p. 87) 

TRANSITION: Jesus is the Son of God. Human 
standards of judgment fall short, but He is 
completely trustworthy and full of truth.

CHALLENGE

REVIEW: Direct attention to their index cards. 
Guide the group to write a short description 
of their unrighteousness on one side and of 

their righteousness in Jesus on the other side. 
Assure them that they will not be asked to share 
their descriptions. Encourage them to consider 
their lives before Jesus and their lives since 
trusting Jesus. 

RESPOND: Instruct the group to reflect on the 
question under Apply the Text (p. 87): How can 
the group be agents of God’s forgiveness 
to a greater degree? Lead the group to 
suggest ways they can serve as agents of God’s 
forgiveness each day. Encourage them to look for 
opportunities to share His love and forgiveness 
with someone else this week. 

PRAY: Close in prayer, praising Jesus for His 
offer of grace and for the forgiveness He provides 
to all who come to Him. 

AFTER THE SESSION

Reinforce the session by following up with anyone 
who spoke with you after group time about the 
need for grace and forgiveness.
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You Have Seen Him
ENGAGE

BEGIN: As the group arrives, invite them to 
share with a partner a special photo that they 
have on their phone, possibly their wallpaper 
or lock screen. Encourage them to explain the 
significance of the photo or why they chose it for 
their phone. 

SHARE: Enlist a volunteer to read the opening 
paragraph on page 93. Ask: What is your 
favorite personal photograph? Why do you 
treasure that image? Allow a few volunteers 
to describe the photo and to share what makes it 
so special.

TRANSITION: We rely on our sight to 
understand things. It helps us live in the present 
and remember the past. Today’s passage focuses 
on a man who had never seen anything physically, 
but his physical and spiritual vision were both 
sharp after meeting Jesus.

EXPLORE

INTRODUCE: Direct attention to Pack Item 3 
(Poster: Seven Signs in John’s Gospel). Point out 
that you will be studying the sixth sign: Healing 
the man born blind.

CONTEXTUALIZE: Pre-enlist a volunteer to 
present a summary of John 9:1-23, including 
details about how Jesus healed the man and the 

fact that the healing took place on the Sabbath. 
Note that Jesus had already healed at least one 
other person on the Sabbath in John 5.  

READ: Invite someone to read John 9:24-25, 
calling on the group to identify any expressions of 
faith in these verses. 

CONSIDER: Why did Jesus heal the man 
this way and on this day? How did the 
Pharisees react? Emphasize that Jesus was 
confronting the Pharisees’ religious traditions 
while honoring the law. 

• (9:23-24) Jewish interpretation of the law 
would allow someone to perform an action 
to save a person’s life on the Sabbath if the 
individual was in danger. This man faced no 
such threat. Jewish law prohibited putting a 
saliva mixture on one’s eyes on the Sabbath. 
Additionally, to make mud by mixing saliva and 
dirt was viewed as kneading dough, which was 
also prohibited on the Sabbath. To violate the 
Sabbath in such a way was seen as rebellion 
against God. The Pharisees were certain they 
were on solid footing when they referred to 
Jesus as a sinner. 

ASK: How did the Pharisees’ traditions and 
beliefs keep them from seeing the truth about 
Jesus? How can our beliefs and traditions get 
in the way of accepting the truth? (p. 95)
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ASSERT: While the leaders only saw a 
violation of the laws they treasured, Jesus saw 
an opportunity for God’s glory. He believed the 
man’s healing would reveal His Father—and saw 
no reason to wait until the Sabbath was over to 
make it happen.

EXPLAIN: Point out that verses 24 and 25 tell 
us that ultimately the man ended up on trial, 
though the focus of the trial was more about 
Jesus than about the man who had been healed. 
Emphasize the simplicity of the man’s testimony 
in verse 25, but note that it points to deeper 
spiritual truths. 

TRANSITION: The man emphasized his 
experience with Jesus. He knew what had 
happened to him. His physical sight was 
accompanied by spiritual insight.

READ: Read aloud John 9:26-34. Direct the 
group to again identify expressions of faith in 
these verses. 

COMPARE: Organize the group into teams of 
two or three people. Distribute pens and paper. 
Lead each team to draw two columns on their 
paper: one for the man and one for the Pharisees. 
Invite them to fill out their columns with 
information such as descriptions of each side’s 
status, a one-word description of the person or 
group’s attitude during the encounter, a one- or 
two-sentence summary of each argument/
testimony, and what the person or group relied 
on when assessing Jesus. (Examples: Scripture, 
tradition, experience) 

• (9:26-34) The religious leaders were scholars 
and experts in the law, but their hatred of 
Jesus skewed their ability to think rationally. 

They blindly refused to accept a blind man’s 
ability to see as evidence of God’s miraculous 
work through Jesus. The Pharisees arrogantly 
identified themselves as disciples of Moses 
and questioned Jesus’s credentials.  

• (9:26-34) The beggar stood up to one of the 
most respected, established, and intimidating 
Jewish groups of his day. He stood by his 
defense of Jesus and His miracle as proof that 
He was sent from God.

EXAMINE: Call teams back to discuss their 
findings. Ask: What differences did you notice 
between the man and the Pharisees? What 
role does people’s source of authority play 
in their willingness to examine the truth 
about Jesus? 

CONSIDER: People may debate theological 
points, but they cannot deny the change Jesus 
works in us. The most effective apologetic may 
not lie in doctrinal arguments, but in the witness 
of a transformed life. Invite the group to discuss 
whether they agree or disagree with this and why. 

ASK: How was God glorified through this 
encounter? What makes a person’s changed 
life a powerful means for sharing about 
Jesus? (p. 95)

TRANSITION: The Pharisees failed to recognize 
Jesus as the Messiah even when confronted with 
the healed man’s testimony. And even though 
they dismissed both the man and Jesus, God was 
still at work.
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READ: Call on a volunteer to read John 9:35-
38, encouraging the group to look for evidence of 
the man’s growing faith. 

EXAMINE: Place the group into pairs and 
direct each pair to complete the Bible Skill 
activity about the “Son of Man” (p. 95). After a 
few minutes of work, allow the pairs to share. 
Emphasize that in calling for belief in the “Son of 
Man,” Jesus was calling the man to trust Him for 
forgiveness and salvation. 

• (9:35) “Son of Man” was a favorite self-
identifier for Jesus. He used it to connect with 
humanity while, at the same time, declaring 
Himself the Messiah. 

• (9:36) The question, “who is he,” implies 
openness. His follow up, “that I may believe in 
him,” demonstrates willingness. The man was 
ready to take a step of faith.

DISCUSS: Call on the group to look again 
at verses 37-38. Ask: Why is worship the 
natural response of one whose life has been 
changed because of Jesus? (p. 95) 

• (9:38) The term “I believe” involves more than 
mental assent. It implies full confidence that 
comes from having been persuaded of a fact. 
Believing also suggests complete reliance 
based on absolute trust. 

• (9:38) Worship demonstrated his commitment 
to Jesus. The term literally means to bow 
down or show homage. The portrait of 
falling to one’s face before the Lord displays 
acknowledgment and submission. Intellectual 
assent of Christ’s existence or even His 
identity is not enough. If we truly believe that 
He is the divine Messiah, the Son of God, 

our faith response requires worship through 
word and deed.

CHALLENGE

REVIEW: Call attention to each of the section 
headings on page 95: I Can See!, You Can’t 
See?, and I Can Really See! Lead the group in 
considering how these headings relate to each 
section of verses. Point out again the image of 
spiritual sight and spiritual blindness. Challenge 
the group to take time this week to consider 
spiritual blind spots in their lives.  

RESPOND: Lead a discussion of the first set of 
questions under Apply the Text: Reflect on ways 
a Bible study group can help those who 
are seeking to know the truth about Jesus. 
What actions can your group take to find and 
engage with people wanting to know about 
Jesus? (p. 95) Determine practical steps that 
the group can take to share their Jesus stories 
with others.

PRAY: Close in prayer, asking the Holy Spirit 
to give your group confidence to proclaim 
the truth about Jesus to a world living in 
spiritual darkness. 

AFTER THE SESSION

Reinforce the session by reviewing your group’s 
answers to the application questions on page 95 
about engaging those who want to know more 
about Jesus. Invite a couple of leaders from 
the group to help you consider which of these 
suggestions can be implemented this quarter and 
enlist a volunteer to plan an event based on this.
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I Know My Own
ENGAGE

BEGIN: As the group arrives, invite them to 
share with a partner a time when they protected 
someone or something. Encourage them to 
discuss what motivated them to the task. 

DISCUSS: Invite volunteers to share interesting 
stories or insights from their discussion. Affirm 
that people are more committed if they have a 
personal interest in what they are protecting.

INTRODUCE: Summarize the opening paragraph 
on page 101. Explain how shepherds protected 
their sheep in the first century. Ask: What would 
happen if a shepherd abandoned the sheep 
when danger arose? 

TRANSITION: Shepherds who abandon their 
sheep really aren’t shepherds at all. They’re just 
taking a paycheck as long as things are safe and 
secure. Today’s study examines how Jesus serves 
as the Good Shepherd for His flock. He never 
abandons His sheep.

EXPLORE

REVIEW: Direct the group to silently scan 
Understand the Context (p. 101). Highlight 
ideas like shepherds, thieves, and hired hands. 
Ask: From what we’ve learned from John’s 
Gospel, where have you seen Jesus act 
like a loving shepherd? Mention examples 

such as healing people, helping the Samaritan 
woman, and showing compassion toward the 
adulterous woman. 

TRANSITION: Jesus will draw a stark contrast 
between Himself and the religious leaders of His 
day. As you study today’s verses, consider how 
Jesus has been a “gate” to protect you and a 
Good Shepherd who provides for you.  

READ: Call for a volunteer to read aloud 
John 10:7-10, as the group listens for how Jesus 
described His purpose. 

EXPLAIN: Display the pictures you have printed 
ahead of time that show an ancient sheepfold 
with an opening for the shepherd to guard. Share 
that Jesus is the gate, while believers are the 
sheep and false religious leaders are the thieves 
and robbers.  

• (10:7) In Jesus’s day, sheep often pastured in 
open fields, guarded by shepherds much like 
the ones associated with Jesus’s birth (Luke 
2:8-9). Other times, sheep were kept in folds or 
pens to protect them from predators. Enclosed 
by stone walls, an opening was used as a 
gate, and the shepherd would sleep across the 
doorway. Anyone or anything wanting to harm 
the sheep had to climb the wall or overcome 
the guardian. 
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• (10:8) Thieves and robbers have no power over 
the sheep because their safety and security 
are provided by the Shepherd. The same 
Shepherd who provides access to the flock 
serves as the barrier to the sheep’s enemies. 
The sheep have both security at night in the 
sheepfold and security during the day when 
the Shepherd leads them out to pasture to find 
food and water.

EXPLORE: Guide the group to consider the 
actions of the sheep. Help them see that the 
sheep (believers) ignore the voices of thieves 
and robbers. Emphasize how believers choose to 
follow Jesus’s voice, rejecting false teachers. 

ASK: How does Jesus serve as the gate 
into abundant life? (p. 103) What does an 
abundant life look like? Draw attention to verse 9 
and Jesus’s description of the sheep’s freedom. 
Frame abundant life as primarily eternal, not 
just earthly. Note that Jesus was not focusing 
on health or wealth. Share that the benefits of 
an abundant life here on earth are more about 
purpose, peace, and contentment.

TRANSITION: So, Jesus serves as the Gate, 
protecting His sheep, those who follow His voice. 
But shepherds in the first century did more than 
just guard the sheep pen. Sometimes, they had 
to make sacrifices for the flock. The next set 
of verses make it clear that Jesus was more 
than willing to make the ultimate sacrifice for 
His sheep.

READ: Call on someone to read John 
10:11-14. Direct the group to pay attention to 
how Jesus set up the contrast between the true 
Shepherd and the hired hand. 

STUDY: Invite the group to circle all the uses of 
“I” in verses 11-14. Explain why Jesus focused on 
Himself in these verses.

ASK: How does the contrast between the 
hired hand and the Good Shepherd help 
us understand Jesus’s purpose? (p. 103) 
Emphasize the voluntary and sacrificial nature of 
Jesus laying down His life for His sheep. 

DISCOVER: Guide the group to locate this 
week’s memory verse on Pack Item 8 (Handout: 
Memory Verse Bookmark). Utilizing the bulleted 
point below, explain the meaning of the word 
know in verse 14. Instruct them to work in teams 
of two or three to paraphrase verse 14

• (10:14) The Greek word translated know 
carries the idea of knowing in the heart—of 
having a deeply personal relationship based on 
mutual trust and respect. The close, personal 
relationship Jesus has with every believer runs 
both ways. He knows and cares for them, and 
they know, love, and obey Him.

TRANSITION: Jesus’s words again created 
tension with the religious leaders, mostly 
because they knew He was portraying them as 
false shepherds. But Jesus stated that His sheep 
know Him and are secure in Him.

READ: Before you read aloud John 10:25-30, 
point out that these verses are in response to the 
Jews asking Jesus if He was the Messiah. After 
you have read the verses, call attention to Pack 
Item 4 (Poster: First-Century Jewish Factions) 
and point out why leaders would have been 
concerned about His claim to be the Messiah. 
Focus on how Jesus’s response answered 
their question.

    155 
© 2022 Lifeway Christian Resources



ASSERT: This is essentially Jesus’s last public 
teaching in John’s Gospel. That makes this an 
important passage that wraps up three-plus 
years of public ministry. 

ASK: Invite the group to discuss these questions 
with a partner: What did Jesus say to validate 
His messianic claim? Why did so many fail 
to recognize Him as the Messiah? Encourage 
the group to reference the text for answers. 

• (10:25-26) Repeatedly, Jesus had declared 
Himself to be God’s Son, the Christ (5:39-47; 
8:12-18,58). The problem was not with His lack 
of clarity but with their stubborn refusal. The 
phrase “don’t believe” (v. 26) suggests more 
than doubt due to lack of evidence. It implies 
a determination to reject what He said and 
who He was. 

• (10:25) Jesus’s works He was doing “in my 
Father’s name” were further evidences of His 
true identity (5:36). If the leaders had paid 
attention, those works would have testified 
that Jesus was the Messiah. 

PROBE: What might keep a person 
from hearing the voice of Jesus and 
following Him? 

EXAMINE: Direct the group to scan verses 
28-30, underlining the promises Jesus made. Talk 
about why believers can be confident that Jesus 
can keep those promises. Encourage the group 
to offer one word that summarizes how they feel 
when they consider Jesus’s promises here.

REVIEW: Read verse 29 again and highlight 
Jesus’s promise to hold believers. How does 
Jesus’s promise of eternal life bring peace 
to a person’s life? (p. 103) Emphasize the 

security of salvation and God’s power to protect 
those who follow Him. 

CHALLENGE

RESPOND: Remind the group of the lesson 
summary statement on page 100: Jesus is the 
Good Shepherd who takes care of His sheep. 
Respond to the questions in the Apply the Text 
section on page 103: Discuss as a group the 
dangers faced by believers today. How does 
Jesus’s offer of protection apply to those 
dangers? What might your Bible study 
group do to offer support for those who are 
threatened today? 

ENCOURAGE: Remind the group of the value 
of daily Bible study. Encourage them to complete 
the Daily Explorations to build their individual 
Bible skills. 

PRAY: Close in prayer, thanking God for the 
security He provides and asking Him to help each 
person recognize His voice. 

AFTER THE SESSION

Reinforce the session by following up with anyone 
who has expressed doubts or anxiety about the 
security of their salvation or lack of peace. Pray 
with this person, encouraging them to place their 
trust in Jesus for the first time or to rest in a 
state of ongoing trust.
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I Am the Resurrection
ENGAGE

BEGIN: As the group arrives, call on some 
volunteers to think of a song they would like to 
have played at their funeral. Invite them to write 
the song name on the board or on a large sheet 
of paper. 

DISCUSS: Once most of the group has arrived, 
direct attention to the board. Lead the group to 
discuss the different types of songs that people 
use at funerals. Note how some songs are 
focused on the future while others are focused 
on the past. Point out that some choose mournful 
songs, while others choose celebratory songs.  

TRANSITION: As Christians, we trust in an 
eternal future with God. While losing a loved one 
is painful, we do have reason to celebrate. In 
this session, we will see how Jesus responded 
when confronted with the death of His dear 
friend, Lazarus. 

EXPLORE

INTRODUCE: Direct attention to Pack Item 2 
(Poster: Outline of John) and distribute copies of 
Pack Item 10 (Handout: Seven Signs in John’s 
Gospel) to anyone who does not have a copy. Use 
the outline to explain that today’s session marks 
the halfway point in John. Guide the group to 
locate the raising of Lazarus on their handout and 
note the central point. 

SUMMARIZE: Call on the group to read silently 
the content from Understand the Context on 
page 109. Highlight how Jesus’s miracle seemed 
to be the final straw for the Jewish religious 
leaders who were already looking to kill Him. 

HIGHLIGHT: Distribute Copies of Pack Item 
9 (Handout: Jesus’s Humanity and Deity). Ask: 
What have you seen the most in John’s 
Gospel so far? Discuss responses.

TRANSITION: To this point, Jesus had done a 
lot to reveal His deity to others. But this miracle 
also demonstrates His humanity. As we examine 
John 11:32-46, pay attention for signs of Jesus’s 
humanity and His deity. 

READ: Direct a volunteer to read aloud John 
11:32-37. Encourage the rest of the group to 
identify the emotions on display in these verses. 

• (10:33) The Greek word translated crying can 
also mean “wailing” or “lamenting” and places 
an emphasis on the noise that was being 
made as part of the grieving process. Jesus’s 
response was that He was deeply moved in 
his spirit and troubled. The term deeply moved 
was used to express strong emotion, including 
anger and indignation. Troubled could be 
used figuratively to express inward turmoil or 
disturbance. Taken together, the two words 
indicate a strong emotional response

Session 13   |   John 11:32-46
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ASK: How should we respond to people who 
are hurting? Should our response vary from 
person to person? (p. 111) Distribute copies 
of Pack Item 11 (Handout: Lazarus Has Died). 
Encourage the group to read the section “The 
Impact of Lazarus’s Death on Mary and Martha” 
and discuss how cultural circumstances may 
have made Lazarus’s death even more painful for 
the sisters.

STUDY: Lead the group in completing the Bible 
Skill activity (p. 111). Ask the group to work in 
pairs to read Mark 5:21-43; Luke 7:11-17; and 
Luke 19:41-44. Encourage them to respond to the 
questions in the activity. After a few minutes, 
invite the pairs to share how Jesus’s deity and 
humanity are both on display in these situations 
and how that compares to John 11:32-37. 

ASK: How does Jesus’s emotional response 
help us approach Him with our hurts and 
pains? (p. 111)

• (10:35) The term wept here differs from the 
wailing of the mourners described in verse 33. 
Jesus’s tears were the natural expression of a 
caring heart. Students of the Scriptures have 
debated why Jesus wept. One theory looks 
back to verse 33 and links Jesus’s tears with 
the deep emotion He felt as He encountered 
the grieving crowd. Another view focuses on 
the mourners’ lack of faith. Some believe Jesus 
wept because He was about to call Lazarus 
back from Paradise, and His friend would have 
to die again in the future. Another possibility 
reminds us that Jesus was fully human as well 
as fully divine. Although He knew He would 
raise Lazarus, He experienced the normal grief 
response at the death of a dear friend. 

TRANSITION: Jesus’s grief was real, but so was 
His commitment to reveal God’s glory. He was 
ready to demonstrate God’s power and authority 
in an unmistakable way.

READ: Invite a volunteer to read John 11:38-
40, paying attention to how Martha responded to 
Jesus’s command. 

EXPLAIN: Prior to the session, secure a photo 
of a first-century Jewish tomb. During the group 
time, display the picture and use the information 
from verses 38-40 and the section entitled “First 
Century Burial Practices” from Pack Item 11 to 
help the group better understand Lazarus’s tomb. 

• (10:38) Caves were often used for tombs in 
the first century. Usually, shafts would be dug 
extending out from the main cave in order to 
accommodate more bodies. Boulders were 
placed at the entrance to the tomb to keep 
wild animals away from the bodies.

• (10:39) Martha objected to Jesus’s command 
to “remove the stone” based on the stench 
that would emanate from the tomb. First-
century Jews did not usually embalm bodies 
like the Egyptians did. Instead, aromatic spices 
were placed with the body to offset the smell 
generated by the physical decay. But the 
stench still would have been strong, especially 
after several days.

CONSIDER: Was Martha’s reaction an act 
of disobedience? Point out that Lazarus had 
been dead for four days, and Martha understood 
decomposition and death. Read and discuss the 
section “Dead Four Days” from Pack Item 11 to 
give more context to the significance of Martha’s 
objections. Ask: How do our past experiences 
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get in the way of demonstrating faith in 
Jesus? (p. 111)

READ: Read aloud John 11:41-46, encouraging 
the group to look for proof of Jesus’s divine 
authority. 

ASK: How is this similar to other miracles 
we have studied? How is it different? Note 
Jesus’s emphasis on God’s glory (v. 40) and the 
people’s belief (v. 42). Remind the group that 
John’s goal was to reveal Jesus as the Messiah 
and to lead people toward faith in Him as Savior. 
Emphasize that this miracle was a precursor for 
His own death and resurrection.

EXAMINE: Call on the group to circle the 
commands Jesus made in verses 38-46. Direct 
attention to the summary statement for this 
session: Jesus is sovereign over all creation 
(p. 108). Ask: How do Jesus’s actions 
here demonstrate His sovereignty over 
all creation?

ASSERT: Jesus’s emotional response to 
Lazarus’s death and His dependence on the Father 
highlighted His humanity. But His actions in 
verses 43-46 are undeniable evidence of His deity. 
Only God can give life to a corpse.

COMPARE: How did people respond to this 
miracle? Highlight the different responses in 
verses 45-46. Point out that every person must 
choose what to do with Jesus, to either accept 
Him or reject Him. Guide the group to read silently 
the Key Doctrine on page 111. Emphasize the need 
for accepting Jesus by faith and surrendering to 
Him as Lord.

CHALLENGE

REVIEW: On a whiteboard or a large sheet of 
paper, write the following words: Mourn, Obey, 
Pray. Lead the group in discussing ways Jesus’s 
example guides us in each of the areas listed on 
the board. 

EVALUATE: Lead the group to respond to 
the directives in the Apply the Text section on 
page 111: Rate the prayer life of your Bible 
study group. How do the prayers of the 
group demonstrate belief that Jesus is 
sovereign over all creation? Discuss with 
your group what can improve. Take actions 
to implement steps to address the areas 
identified as needing improvement.

PRAY: Close in prayer, praising Jesus as 
sovereign over all creation and thanking Him for 
the promise of eternal life. 

AFTER THE SESSION

Reinforce the session by evaluating your group’s 
response to death and suffering. Invite leaders 
within the group to identify ways your group 
can be prepared to serve and comfort other 
group members in their times of suffering 
and mourning.
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Item 1: Sessions 1-13
Map: Key Cities in John’s Gospel

Use the map on page 155 or locate a map 
in a Bible atlas that highlights Galilee, 
Samaria, and Judea as they existed during 
Jesus’s earthly ministry. Identify places 
where Jesus ministered in the first eleven 
chapters of John’s Gospel.

Item 2: Sessions 1-13
Poster: Outline of John’s Gospel

Refer to an outline of John’s Gospel in the 
CSB Study Bible or on page 9.

Item 3: Sessions 3, 7, 8, 11, 13 
Poster: Seven Signs in John’s Gospel

Make a poster using the following list:

• Changing water to wine (2:1-11)
• Healing the official’s son (4:43-54)
• Healing the invalid in Bethesda (5:1-15)
• Feeding the five thousand (6:1-15,25-69)
• Walking on water (6:16-21)
• Healing the man born blind (9:1-41)
• Raising Lazarus (11:1-44)

Item 4: Sessions 7-13
Poster: First Century Jewish Factions

Create a list of the following Jewish 
religious groups from the first century: 
Pharisees, Sadducees, Zealots, Essenes.

Item 5: Session 4
Key Verse: Luke 2:11

Create a poster with Luke 2:11 for the 
Christmas lesson:

“Today in the city of David a Savior was 
born for you, who is the Messiah, the Lord.” 

Item 6: Session 5
Key Verse: John 3:16

Create a poster with John 3:16.

Item 7: Sessions 1-13
Handout: John Time Line

Locate a study Bible with a time line of the 
major people and events in the Gospel of 
John. Use it as a reference throughout your 
study of the book.

These items are available in the Explore the Bible: Leader Pack (see goExploreTheBible.com) 
or you can use these descriptions to create your own..

VISUAL IDEAS

Explore the Bible: Leader Pack Poster Sample
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Item 8: Sessions 1-13
Handout: Memory Verses Bookmark

Make a list of these suggested memory 
verses to distribute to your group.
• John 1:14
• John 1:43b
• John 2:19
• Luke 2:11
• John 3:16
• John 4:14
• John 5:21
• John 6:33
• John 7:29
• John 8:12
• John 9:25
• John 10:14
• John 11:25

Item 9: Sessions 1-13
Handout: Jesus’s Humanity and Deity

Use a Bible dictionary or other resource to 
create a chart that lists verses reflecting 
Jesus’s humanity in one column and verses 
reflecting His deity in another column.

Item 10: Sessions 3, 7, 8, 11, 13
Handout: Seven Signs in John’s Gospel

Use a Bible dictionary or other resource to 
create a chart that lists Jesus’s seven signs 
from John’s Gospel and describes how each 
revealed Jesus’s power and role as Messiah.

Item 11: Session 13
Handout: Lazarus Has Died

Use a Bible dictionary, handbook, or other 
resource to create a handout that explains 

who Lazarus was, along with providing 
information about first-century Jewish 
death and burial practices. 

Item 12: Session 6
Handout: Jews and Samaritans

Use a Bible dictionary, handbook, or 
other resource to create a handout that 
explains who the Samaritans were and why 
they had such a tense relationship with 
first-century Jews.

Item 13: Session 1
Handout: John’s Use of “Logos”

Use a Bible dictionary or other resource to 
create a handout that explains the meaning 
and significance of the Greek word “logos” 
in the opening verses of John’s Gospel.

Item 14: Sessions 7-13
Handout: First-Century Jewish Factions

Use a Bible dictionary, handbook, or other 
resource to create a handout that explains 
the backgrounds and basic beliefs of the 
first-century Pharisees, Sadducees, Zealots, 
and Essenes.

Explore the Bible: 

Leader Pack  

Handout Sample
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COMING NEXT QUARTER

JOHN 12-21

Session 1  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . Why Wasn’t This Sold?  •  John 12:1-11

Session 2  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . If It Dies  •  John 12:20-33

Session 3  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . I Will Come Again  •  John 13:31-14:6

Session 4  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . Peace I Leave  •  John 14:16-29

Session 5  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . Remain in Me  •  John 15:1-17

Session 6  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . I Have Seen  •  John 20:1-18

Session 7  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . When the Spirit Comes  •  John 15:26-27; 16:7-15

Session 8  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . I Pray  •  John 17:13-26

Session 9  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . I Am He  •  John 18:1-11

Session 10  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . I Find No Fault  •  John 18:28-40

Session 11  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . It Is Finished  •  John 19:17-30

Session 12  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Reach out Your Hand  •  John 20:19-29

Session 13  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Do You Love Me?  •  John 21:15-23
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KEY CITIES IN
JOHN'S GOSPEL

City

City (uncertain location)

Mountain peak

Key Cities in John’s Gospel

“Key Cities in John’s Gospel” is adapted from the Holman Bible Atlas (Nashville: Holman Reference, 1998), 225. Used by permission.
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goexplorethebible.com

JOHN 1–11
The apostle John was open and honest about why he wrote his 

Gospel. He longed for people to recognize Jesus as God’s Son and 

to find eternal life in His name. Every miraculous sign and every 

powerful sermon point to Christ’s role as Messiah and emphasize 

His offer of abundant life. That’s why, even today, readers continue 

to connect deeply with John’s Gospel—and with the Savior his 

Gospel reveals.
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