
March 11, 2022 

 

 

Those who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass 
judgment on those who eat; for God has welcomed them.   ---Romans 14:3 

Dear SPC family, 

It’s hard to believe it’s almost exactly two years since our lives were turned upside down by 
COVID-19. As you likely are aware, at 11:59pm tonight, March 11, the indoor mask mandate 
in Washington state will be lifted. 

After discussion and prayer this past Tuesday night, the SPC session voted to make mask-
wearing optional on SPC’s campus, starting Sunday. This applies to all activities, groups and 
ages, across campus. Please note, this is not a mandate to unmask. This is a release from the 
mandate to mask, which allows each one of us to make a personal decision about masking, based 
on our own needs or preferences. While some of us have been counting the days until we no 
longer have to wear a mask, others have health, family or other considerations which will require 
continued mask-wearing. We welcome either choice with a spirit of understanding and 
acceptance, remembering that as followers of Jesus, we are called to put others before ourselves, 
with sacrificial love. 

In the coming weeks, you can expect to hear from us about other changes on campus, as a result 
of the mask mandate ending. We will transition into the passing of the offering plate during 
worship, as well as resuming the practice of coming forward to receive the sacrament of 
communion. At the same time, be assured that we will continue our COVID protocol cleaning 
and sanitizing, HEPA filters, and increased ventilation in our buildings and rooms. We will also 
continue to offer a section of seating for those who prefer to be social distanced. 

This letter and any subsequent announcements will be posted on the SPC 
website HERE. Specific ministry areas may be providing updates to their volunteers. If you have 
any questions or concerns about the timeline, feel free to reach out to Tom, Kelly, or Jeff. 

Kelly 
 
Kelly Hostetler 
Pastor of Care and Families 

 


