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BRIEF OVERVIEW OF DENOMINATIONAL SPLIT 

By Margaret Hogue 

 

This is a very concise description.  For more information, please check out the FUMCHS website, under 

the “Resources” tab.  (https://www.fumchighsprings.com/resources/) 

Background: 

The UMC is governed by conferences, which are annual meetings of geographic areas made up 
of laity, pastors and bishops.  The ultimate authority in the UMC is General Conference, which is 
an international gathering once every four years (under normal conditions) which updates the 
doctrine of the denomination, the Book of Discipline.   Conflicts about the inclusion of LGBTQ 
members go back to 1972.  That year, the General Conference voted to add language to the 
Book of Discipline declaring that the “the practice of homosexuality is incompatible with 
Christian teaching.” 

That language was revisited every four years at subsequent General Conferences until 2016, 
when delegates voted to hold a special session to finally settle the debate.  A special General 
Conference was called in 2019 for the purpose of considering a resolution that would have 
allowed each annual conference in the UMC to choose for itself what teachings regarding 
sexuality it would endorse.  Instead, the results of the vote at that meeting affirmed one more 
time that the UMC would uphold the traditional teaching.  After negotiation, a protocol was 
agreed upon between representatives of both sides of the issue that would have resulted in 
those desiring to continue to teach the traditional understanding of sexuality leaving the UMC, 
while those desiring to fully affirm the practice of homosexuality for Christians would remain in 
the UMC.  This protocol (“A Protocol of Reconciliation and Grace Through Separation”) was to 
be voted on and potentially adopted at the 2020 General Conference.  Then the COVID 
pandemic happened.  General Conference was delayed several times and will now be held in 
2024.   

Where we are now: 

In 2022, several representatives of groups identifying as centrist and progressive announced 
they no longer supported the protocol, including some of the people who had helped author 
the Protocol.  Legislation to enact the plan will likely still be considered at General Conference 
in 2024, but wavering support for the protocol leaves many questions. 

The Global Methodist Church was launched in May of 2022, offering churches a new, 
traditionalist denomination.  There are also other Methodist denominations in North America 
that have been around for a while. 

Meanwhile, some UMC churches across the nation have begun the disaffiliation process.  In 
Florida, there are about 700 UMC churches.  At Annual Conference 2022, 14 churches 
requested approval of disaffiliation.  These were approved.  As of January 5, 2023, 13 additional 
churches have held churchwide votes to disaffiliate or stay UMC: of those, 10 will seek approval 
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for disaffiliation at a session of Annual Conference 2023.  Complicating matters, 106 Florida 
UMC churches are suing the Conference to leave the denomination without going through the 
approved process for disaffiliation (Paragraph #2553).    

What happens after disaffiliation?  There are several options: remaining independent of a 
denomination or deciding to join a different Methodist or other denomination.  This is a matter 
totally up to the church itself.  The UMC is out of the picture at this point. 

What about High Springs FUMC? 

Here at our church, Pastor Steve and the Board have maintained a wait and see attitude.  

Nothing has changed in the UMC Book of Discipline (BOD), and will not until after General 

Conference 2024.  There was a Town Hall meeting in February of 2022 where these issues were 

discussed.   District Superintendent Wyatt was here for an information session on January 25, 

2022.  Paragraph #2553 of the BOD which lays out the process for disaffiliation, expires on 

December 31, 2023.  Because of this, Pastor Steve will begin to have small group discussions 

with people who want more information or want to make their feelings on disaffiliation known.  

Art Reeves (Church Board Chair) and Margaret Hogue (Lay Leader) will also be present.  They 

will be assessing the feelings of church members on the disaffiliation issue.  This information 

will be brought to the Board later this year and the Board will decide if a church wide vote is 

needed.  Now is the time to get educated on the issues and discern your position.  Let your 

church leaders know what you think so that the Board can make an informed decision. 


