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5th      12th 
Usher/Greeter -Nanette Dougherty  Usher/Greeter-Dana Lynch  
  Bill & Clara Bembry    Chester & Margaret Patterson 
Lock-Up - TBD     Lock-up-Brian Hontz 
Flowers - none     Flowers-Judy Northway 
Scripture Reader - Dana Lynch   Scripture Reader-Nadine  Pasquot 
Communion-Margaret & Dennis Hogue  
 
   
19th        26th 
Usher/Greeter -Nanette Dougherty  Usher/Greeter-Nanette Dougherty 
  Bob Piper     Dana Lynch  
  Billy & Norma Mitchell  Lock-Up - TBD 
Lock-Up - TBD       Flowers-Jennifer Jones     
Flowers -Connie Casey    Scripture Reader-Margaret Hogue  
Scripture Reader - Dana Lynch    
       

Sign up to volunteer at Connection Central. 

March Sunday Volunteer Schedule 
 
 
March Birthdays 
Caroline Roder-2nd 
Laurie Roder-3rd 

Connie Piper-7th 

Clayton Cameron-9th 

Kylie Deckard-11th 

Alice Martin-12th 

Art Reeves-12th 

Steven Ring-13th 
Jerry Rogers-16th 
Kay Thomas-19th 
Gerald Wight-20th 

Ronnie Wisener-23rd 
Casey Glant-25th 

Charles Stewart-26th 
April Woodard-31st 

 

 

Anniversaries 
Tom & Heather Clarich-6th 

Art & Mary Reeves-9th 

Dennis & Margaret Hogue-20th 

 
 

 

       March Events 

  Sun.5th- Holy Communion 
  Mon.6th-Friendship Circle 1:30pm 
  Mon.6th-New Joy Circle 6:30pm 
  Tue. 7th-Circle of Faith 6:30pm 
  Thu. 9th-Sun. 12th-Men’s Walk to Emmaus ( pg. 5) 
  Thu. 16th-Sun.19th-Women’s Walk to  Emmaus (pg. 5) 
  Fri 17th-Family Movie Night 7pm 
  Mon. 20th-W.A.C.O.S. 6:30pm 
  Tue. 21st-Board Meeting 6:30pm 
  Mon. 21st-Newsletter Deadline 
  Sat. 25th-Florida UM Children’s Home 
         Day on Campus (pg. 7) 
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The Pastor’s Page 

What’s Our Next Step? 

At our recent townhall meeting I mentioned that Art Reeves, Margaret Hogue and I 

would schedule meetings with anyone who requested to have questions answered    

regarding the denominational split.  Less than 5 members requested a meeting.  A    

majority of members spoke to Art, Margaret, and me, and let us know that they would 

prefer to not have a church-wide vote to disaffiliate. The next step in the process is for 

the FUMC HS church board to hold a vote to consider scheduling a church-wide vote 

to disaffiliate from the Florida Conference of the United Methodist Denomination. The 

board will vote at its March 21, 2023, meeting.  

To help our congregation better understand this process I wanted you to share some 

history on the disaffiliation.  Originally the split of the denomination only offered two 

options, 1).  if a church was open to having a LGBTQ+ pastor and performing same sex 

marriages, the church would remain in the UMC, and    2.) if not,   the church could    

disaffiliate and join other Methodist denominations, mainly the newly formed Global 

Methodist.   As you have heard me say so many times, our church has a lot of mem-

bers who are not in either of those groups, but in this scenario, would be forced to 

choose one of these two options.  Also, with only these two choices, I believe our 

church would be severely divided.  Fortunately, the Florida Conference has provided an 

additional choice, which is called Request for an Expanded Profile & Consultation.  The 

profile and consultation encourages our church to remain United Methodist, but allows 

our church to not have a LGBTQ+ pastor or conduct same sex marriages in our church.  

Excerpts of the profile and consultation for your perusal can be found on page 9 of this 

newsletter. 

Since my arrival we have focused on building the Body of Believers.  We have focused 

on being united on loving each other and reaching out to share the love of God with 

our community and the world.  I have seen your love flourish.  I know there are things 

we disagree on.  Despite our differences, backgrounds and preferences God has asked 

us to live, love, and work together to build unity as part of the family of God.  I long for 

unity not division.  I am encouraging you to prayerfully consider where you stand on 

the issue of disaffiliation and share that with one of our Board members.  The Board 

needs your input on the call for a church-wide vote.  Thank you for your attention to 

this   matter.  God Bless You and God Bless FUMC of High Springs.  

Your Pastor, 

Steve                                                                                                               (continued page 

The Pastor’s Page (continued from page 2) 

 

Excerpts of the Request for an Expanded Profile and Consultation 

We acknowledge that in this time and season, congregations and clergy need to be able to    

respond to a variety of perspectives on same-sex marriage and ordination standards. We see 

the option of an expanded profile and consultation as a tool to guide us all in a transitory,      

liminal season. We reject the practice of compartmentalizing churches and clergy into            

categories according to their actual or perceived perspectives. The Bishop and Cabinet will not 

treat clergy or congregations that make this request any differently than others who do not 

make this request. This is an expression of respect and compassion allowing us to honor the 

differences among us and to strengthen our common mission. 

The 2016 Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church already: 1) Guarantees a thorough 

consultation process with clergy and churches around clergy appointments. (Par. 425-430)        

2) Gives clergy the sole decision whether or not to perform weddings. (Par. 340.2) 3) Gives 

Boards of Trustees the authority to determine building usage policies. (Par. 2533) Should the 

language in the Book of Discipline related to marriage and ordination change at a future date, 

the Florida Conference Bishop and Cabinet will provide a way for congregations to more clearly 

state their perspectives on these matters by requesting an expanded profile and consultation.  

The DS will meet with the SPRC to discuss the process for utilizing the annual church profile as a 

way of sharing the congregation’s perspective on prohibiting church use for same-sex weddings 

and its unwillingness to receive a pastor who identifies as part of the LGBTQ community. The 

SPRC will represent to the DS the majority view of the church Trustees who ultimately determine 

facility use related to weddings.  

Should the SPRC, in consultation with the DS, choose to expand its church profile to include one 

or both of these limitations on weddings and clergy appointments, the expectation is that the 

highest degree of compassion be extended to all persons, inside and outside of the church, who 

are impacted by these decisions. 
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From your Lay Leader 

As we enter March, I want to let you all know that we are making progress in getting the Teams 

started up that were established by the Spiritual Gifts Workshop and follow up.   Some of our 

Teams were already established and have new members added.  Others are brand new, and will 

be meeting to select leaders and begin work.  I have posted a list of all the Teams with their 

goals at Connection Central.  If you did not participate in the Spiritual Gifts Workshop, but are 

interested in serving on a Team, please look at the list.  If you are interested in or have         

questions about any of them, please let me know, and I’ll answer  questions or put you in touch 

with the right person.   We also now have on the Church Board a Church Vitality committee 

whose members will help in getting the Teams started and will later serve as liaisons to the 

Board for them.  The Church Vitality Committee consists of myself, Casey Glant, Susan Walker, 

and Sharon Fielding.   

 

The Worship Team has decided to make a small change in the Holy Communion service.  To  

further reduce any bread contamination, and make the gluten free wafers easier to access, we’ll 

put a small table in the aisle, so that you make pick up a wafer on your way to the altar.  We will 

also have a basket on the table for our traditional offering for the Congregational Care fund.  

Most of you know that some church members have the unusual tradition of leaving small     

offerings on the Communion rail for the purpose of helping congregation members in need.  

Instead of leaving money on the rail, please use the new basket if you choose to make an    

offering. In other worship news, the new kneeling cushions were brought to you by the Worship 

Team, paid for by donations from the Friendship Circle, New Joy Circle, the Circle of Faith and 

several anonymous donations.  I want to thank you all for your generosity. 

 

Please feel free to come to me with any questions or comments that you have about the 

Church.   

God bless! 

 

Margaret Hogue 
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FUMC of HIGH SPRINGS BOARD MEMBERS 2023 

  Art Reeves-Chairman of the Board 

  Brain Hontz-Board Secretary 

  Margaret Hogue-Lay Leader 

  Sharon Fielding-Lay Representative to Annual Conference 

 Trustees     Finance 
  Chair-Nancy Gillman    Chair-Bob Alvin 
  Danny Mueller     Art Reeves 
  Ted Northway     Bob Kuitert 
 
 Staff Parish Relations    Church Vitality 
  Chair-Nadine Pasquot    Chair-Margaret Hogue 
  Marlene Jennings    Sharon Fielding 
  Brian Hontz     Casey Glant 
        Susan Walker 
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