
Resources on What is Happening in the UMC 
Compiled by Margaret Hogue 
 
This is a gathering of articles/resource documents that are relevant to the split in the UMC.  It 
contains articles that may have some bias (in either direction), because it’s hard to avoid that.  
Everybody has opinions, and it’s difficult to write without including them.  So, as you read any 
of these articles/documents, please use discernment.  This document will be updated as more 
information becomes available. 
 
From the UMC: 
 

• UMC Book of Discipline paragraph #2553 Disaffiliation Over Human Sexuality  
https://www.umc.org/en/content/book-of-discipline-2553-disaffiliation-over-human-
sexuality 

• From the UMC Council of Bishops: “A Narrative for the Continuing United Methodist 
Church”  
https://www.unitedmethodistbishops.org/files/websites/www/a+narrative+for+the+co
ntinuing+united+methodist+church...._.pdf 

• An FAQ following the 2019 Special General Conference regarding the report of the 
Commission on a Way Forward:   https://www.flumc.org/faq-gc19 

• “Protocol Legislation – Reconciliation and Grace Through Separation,”  the proposed 
change to the Book of Discipline to be considered at the next General Conference   
https://www.gracethroughseparation.com/legislation 

• Ask the UMC Series: “Is the United Methodist Church Really…?”    This site links to seven 
separate articles that thoroughly discuss the current situation. 
https://www.umc.org/en/content/ask-the-umc-series-is-the-umc-really 

• Email from Bishop Tom Berlin, January 6, 2023, to lay and clergy members of the Florida 
Annual Conference regarding special virtual sessions to consider requests for 
disaffiliation. https://www.laityspace.org/lay-leader-memo-1623 

• “What Should United Methodists Know About Disaffiliation?” article by Ask the UMC 
discusses the process of disaffiliation.  https://www.umc.org/en/content/ask-the-umc-
what-should-united-methodist-congregations-know-about-disaffiliation 

• “Many Florida churches still deciding about disaffiliation,” an article on the UMC website.   This 
is a summary of status as of January 5, 2023.  https://www.flumc.org/newsdetail/disaffiliation-
remains-unresolved-at-many-florida-conference-umc-churches-17228354 

• “Disaffiliating churches could face huge insurance costs,” by Joe Henderson, January 17, 2023, 
FLUMC. 
https://www.flumc.org/newsdetail/disaffiliating-churches-could-face-huge-insurance-costs-
17270843 
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• “Taking stock after a season of disaffiliations,” an article by Heather Hahn and Sam 
Hodges, December 15, 2022, summarizes status.   
https://www.umnews.org/en/news/taking-stock-after-a-season-of-disaffiliations 

• “North Georgia Hits Pause on Disaffiliations,” article by Heather Hahn, January 9, 2023, 
on the UMC website.  Citing widespread “defamatory” misinformation, the North 
Georgia Annual Conference leadership has suspended the process for its congregations 
to exit the United Methodist Church.                   
https://www.umnews.org/en/news/north-georgia-hits-pause-on-disaffiliations 

• “106 Florida Churches Sue to Exit Denomination,” by Heather Hahn, July 18, 2022, UM 
News  https://www.umnews.org/en/news/florida-churches-sue-to-exit-denomination 

• “Threat to Withhold Apportionments Violates John Wesley’s ‘Do No Harm’ Rule,”  by Joe 
Henderson, September 15,2022, UMC website  
https://www.flumc.org/newsdetail/threat-to-withhold-apportionments-violates-john-
wesleys-do-no-harm-rule-17019405 

• COMMENTARY: “Slave or Free, Disaffiliate or Stay UMC”  - supports staying with the 
UMC.  https://www.umnews.org/en/news/slave-or-free-disaffiliate-or-stay-umc 
 

Other Sources 

• “The breakup of the United Methodist Church,” The Week website, January 5, 2023.  
This is a good background article.  https://theweek.com/religion/1019544/the-
widening-schism-in-the-united-methodist-church 

• A thoughtful paper written by David Wisener summarizing the recent controversy: “An 
Overview of the Debate Over Sexuality in the UMC”  (12 p.)  https://thechurchco-
production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/sites/3625/2023/01/UMC-issue-overview-
2023-edition.pdf 

• “Why schism? United Methodist leaders explain proposal to split the denomination,” a 
January 13, 2020, article on the Religion News Service website about the proposal to 
split the UMC (“A Protocol of Reconciliation and Grace Through Separation”).  
https://religionnews.com/2020/01/13/why-schism-united-methodist-leaders-discuss-
their-proposal-to-split-the-denomination/ 

• “What happened to United Methodists’ proposal to split the denomination?” a June 6, 
2022, article on the Religion News Service website.   
https://religionnews.com/2022/06/29/what-happened-to-united-methodists-proposal-
to-split-the-denomination/ 

• “United Methodist Church announces date, location for thrice-postponed General 
Conference,” November 7, 2022, on Religion News Service.  
https://religionnews.com/2022/11/07/united-methodist-church-announces-dates-and-
location-for-thrice-postponed-general-conference/ 
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• “United Methodists Are Breaking up in a Slow-Motion Schism,” Associated Press, 
October 10, 2022   https://www.usnews.com/news/us/articles/2022-10-10/united-
methodists-are-breaking-up-in-a-slow-motion-schism 
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