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2nd       9th 
Usher/Greeter -Nanette Dougherty, Dana Lynch  Usher/Greeter-Nanette Dougherty  
  Bill & Clara Bembry    Dana Lynch, Marilyn Johnson 
Lock-Up - TBD       Art & Mary Reeves 
Flowers - none      Lock-up-TBD 
Scripture Reader - Jennifer Jones   Flowers-none 
Communion-Art & Mary Reeves   Scripture Reader-Margaret Patterson 
   
16th        23rd 
Usher/Greeter -Nanette Dougherty   Usher/Greeter-Nanette Dougherty 
  Dana Lynch    Lock-Up - TBD 
  Art & Mary Reeves   Flowers- none  
Lock-Up - TBD      Scripture Reader -Dana Lynch 
Flowers -none   
Scripture Reader-Judy Northway 
       
30th 
Usher/Greeter-Nanette Dougherty Dana Lynch, Brian Hontz 
Lock-Up-Brian Hontz 
Flowers-none 
Scripture Reader-Margaret Hogue 

April Sunday Volunteer Schedule 

April Birthdays 
Sophia Cameron-2nd 
Tom Clarich-5th 
Don Alexander-6th 

Zach Hilman-6th 
Cathy Steen-7th 
Louanne Bussey-12th 
Lisa Cameron-12th 
Margaret Hogue-13th 
Darrell Krause-15th 
Nicole Brandenburg-16th 

Sylvia Odom-19th 
Garin Davidson-20th 

Steve Langford-24th 

Susan Dann-27th 

Anniversaries 
Bruce & 'Nancy Bowland-17th 

Scott & Martha Brandenburg-17th 
Jim & Karen Lewis-24th 

 April Events 

  Sun.2nd- Holy Communion 
  Mon.3rd-Friendship Circle 1:30pm 
  Mon.3rd New Joy Circle 6:30pm 
  Tue. 4th-Circle of Faith 6:30pm 
  Sat. 8th- Easter Event (pg. 7) 
  Sun. 9th-Potluck Breakfast 9:30 
  Sun. 9th-Easter  8:30 & 10:30 Service 
  Sun. 9th-Life South Blood Drive 9am-12pm 
  Fri 14st-Family Movie Night 7pm (pg. 7) 
  Mon. 17th-W.A.C.O.S. 6:30pm 
  Tue. 18st-Board Meeting 6:30pm 
  Sat.-Sun.-29th & 30th-Pioneer Days (pg. 4) 
  Wed. 20th-Newsletter Deadline 
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The Pastor’s Page 

 

Moving Outside Our Walls 

 

This past weekend our church was a part of the “Walldogs” event in High 

Springs.  April Woodard  and a small  group of  volunteers  set up  a cookie  

decorating booth for children.  It was a blessing to see how excited the     chil-

dren were  about decorating their  own special cookie.  This  outreach       op-

portunity gave us the chance to meet people in our community and tell them 

about our church and our programs.  More importantly we were able to show 

the love of Jesus to so many people and they saw that we are a loving church.  

The Board of Directors Strategic Plan emphasized the goal of reaching out to 

our community through local community-wide events.  These events can have a 

very positive impression on the reputation of our church throughout our      

community. 

The annual High Springs Pioneer Days event is scheduled for Saturday, April 

29
th

 from         10 AM to 5 PM and Sunday, April 30
th

 from 1PM – 4 PM.  I would 

really love for FUMC HS to participate in this event; however, in order to do so 

we will need volunteers stationed at our booth to meet and greet Pioneer Days 

attendees.  We need at least three people at the booth for two-hour shifts.  I will 

ask Ann to make a signup list for Connection Central and Breeze.  I am counting 

on your willingness to support FUMC HS outreach efforts in our community.  

More      information will be available as we get closer to Pioneer Days. 

Thanks for your support.  God bless you and God bless First United Methodist 

Church of High Springs.    

-Pastor Steve 

The Challenge 

 
She walked into the school before the students arrived. The dark circles under her eyes were tell-
tale signs of a hard week. Life was not easy for these kids, and they in turn did not make it easy 
on the adults who were trying to make their lives better. The morning started off with children 
who were to run 4 times around the playing field. This was the One-Mile Club. These boys and 
girls were in a competition to see who could run the most laps every morning after they ate 
breakfast in the cafeteria. (No one could run without going to the cafeteria first and getting 
something to eat.) The kids who were in this club never failed to show up and run. They loved 
competing: against themselves or against each other. Each time the child made the lap they re-
ceived a colored stick to turn in at the end of the morning meeting. Some of the members 
turned in 6 sticks...one turned in 7 = 1 3/4 miles. They only had 30 minutes and yet they ran...like 
their lives depended on it. In some cases it did.  

 

After the Club Run she headed off to her classroom to get ready for the day. She was the coach 
this week. Every student in the school would attend Physical Education at least once. There were 
too many students for them to attend together by grade, so they came in by class. Every day the 
students went to a different "Specials" class...PE, Music, Art, Media/Library, Technology. She nev-
er got the same students twice in a week. But, in a week, she got to know every student in the 
school and they, in turn, got to know her. When she was not in class she was to help out in two 
difficult classrooms and then help in the cafeteria. Learning about the kids in PE was one thing, 
seeing their vulnerability in the classroom was another. She was an intruder and she was not wel-
comed; she was not someone they could trust. She had to earn their trust and still be attentive 
and in charge. This did not go over well with some of the students and they rebelled against her. 
The others, however, did very well and would even give her hugs and high-fives when they left.  

 

The week was difficult and exhausting. The teachers who did their job at this school worked very 
hard and did not smile a lot...except to other teachers. One could not show weakness here. It was 
a challenge and one she accomplished; one she will not soon forget nor choose to do again very 
soon.  

What will the future hold? She was not sure. To earn their trust she would have to come back 
and prove she was trustworthy. Would she? 

To be continued... 

 

Selah 

 

God bless you, 

Carol 
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From Your Lay Leader  

This weekend, I experienced the Laity 2023 Annual Conference Training Event through a 
Zoom meeting.  I wasn’t feeling well, and was only saved by the fact that the attendees 
were all muted, so no one had to hear me cough.  I didn’t hear anything new, but as 
usual, meeting with other Lay leaders and hearing about our mission reignited my laity 
fire.  I was reminded of how important we lay people are in the UMC.  This is an excerpt 
from the UM Book of Discipline 2016 (our current rule book). 

Paragraph 127: The Ministry of the Laity -- The ministry of the laity flows from a 
commitment to Christ’s outreaching love.  Lay members of the UMC are,    by 
history and calling, active advocates of the gospel of Jesus Christ.  Every 
(emphasis mine)  layperson is called to carry out the Great Commission 
(Matthew 28:18-20); every layperson is called to be missional.  The witness of 
the laity, their Christ-like examples of everyday living, as well as the sharing of 
their own faith experiences of the gospel, is the primary evangelistic ministry 
through which all people will come to know Christ and the United Methodist 
Church will fulfill its mission. 

Wow!  Read that through again.   It   says  the witness of the  laity is  the   primary   
evangelistic ministry of the UMC.  We are not called to be seat warmers but to actively 
participate. Note that we do have an alternative – our Christ-like examples of everyday 
living count as well as actual sharing of faith.  It does us all   well to remember  how   
important our life examples are to the spreading of the Gospel.  When we witness, we 
need the backup of a Christ-like life – evidence of the shared love of God.  Perfection is 
not needed, much less possible.  But we do need to be neighbor-loving, caring  and 
sharing disciples. 

 

Remember this paragraph 127.  It gives us our marching orders.  And remember you can 
always come to me with questions or comments about our church; I am your servant. 

God bless you! 

 

Margaret Hogue 
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