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JULY BIRTHDAYS/ANNIVERSARIES 

July 2025 

10 

6th 

Usher/Greeter - Nanette Dougherty, Dana Lynch, 
                                 Russ & Susan Walker 
Lock-up -  Dennis Hogue 
Flowers -  The Pattersons & Krauses 
Scripture Reader -Margaret Hogue 
 
13th 

Usher/Greeter -Nanette Dougherty, Dana Lynch 
Lock-Up -  Dennis Hogue 
Flowers - Susan Walker 
Scripture Reader-Sharon Fielding  
 
 

JULY WORSHIP SERVICE VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE 

20th 

Usher/Greeter - Nanette Dougherty, Dana Lynch 
Lock-Up - VOLUNTEER NEEDED! 
Flowers- none 
Scripture Reader-Carla Haddix 
 
         
27th 

Usher/Greeter -Nanette Dougherty, Dana Lynch, 
                                Noreen Sirera 
Lock-Up - Volunteer needed! 
Flowers-  none 
Scripture Reader -Jennifer Jones 
 
 

BIRTHDAYS 
Carole Fernandez-7th 
Rack Bingham-14th 

Lila Salg-14th 

Wayne Crawley-17th 
Mason Hahn-17th 

Nadine Pasquot-23rd 

ANNIVERSARIES 
Darrell & Louise Krause-3rd 

John & Alice Martin-9th 
Chester & Margaret Patterson-9th 
Ben & Kim Johnson-10th 
Leslie & Leigh Odom-12th 
Donald & Louanne Bussey-26th 

Tim & Patti Gagnier-28th 
Ron & Marilyn Harder-31st 

Interested in volunteering?  
Please sign-up at  

Connection Central! 

 
Rachel Smith-25th 
Marie Harper-26th 
Wyatt MacNeill-28th 

Judy Futch-29th 
Dee Dee Ritch-29th 
Sharon Fielding-30th 
Kip Haddix-31st 
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“Christian Friends?” 
by Carol Daugherty 

 
 

The life she had had these past twenty years was not exactly what she had hoped for. 
The people in her hometown still treated her like an outsider and only when she         
approached them did they speak kindly to her. But stories arose about her without her 
knowledge. Stories about how she was lying about how much money her husband made 
and, "what do you think she is doing with all that money?"..."is she planning on leaving 
him?" "I wonder if she is considering herself single now that he is gone?" These were 
questions people were saying when they thought she was not listening. She loved the 
quant little town and the beautiful old Methodist church...if she left would she find   
another? Is a town only made up of buildings? Or can a town be made up of good, caring 
people? Just like Ernest Hemingway, she and her children packed up all they had and 
within a week's time left that quant little town to find some answers.  
 
Her brother and sister-in-law begged her to come to Florida to live where she and her 
children could be closer to her side of the family. Two weeks after she moved in she 
started looking for a church to attend. She drove through the town and saw a building 
she, at first, mistook for the town seat. The building turned out to be a First United 
Methodist Church. So, on the third Sunday after her move, she headed out to attend the 
service. She sat in her car watching the people going in and was not sure why they were 
not going in the front door. So with her children in tow, she followed the crowd into the 
small side door and up the stairs. She emerged from the staircase into something out of a 
story book. High carved ceilings painted in a pale blue; a large, stained glass window of 
a dove with an olive branch sitting in between polished pipes that stood majestically 
behind the choir loft; beautifully carved wood chairs for the Minister and Choir Direc-
tor to sit in. One of her sons tapped her on the shoulder. She turned to him and he 
pointed up to a balcony with a beautifully carved wooded railing! It did not take much 
to talk her into sitting up there for the service. The service was wonderful, the choir was 
amazing, and the building was magnificent: everything a church should be except for 
one thing...how would the people treat her and her family?  
 
 

To be continued... 
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Lay Leader Message 
“Thoughts on Transition”  

 

Pastor Steve has retired.  We have a new pastor.  What does that mean for us?  
It’s a way of life in the United Methodist Church to transition from one pastor 
to another regularly.  Thank goodness it does not happen as frequently as in the 
past!   Steve was with us for four great years, and he truly blessed this church.  
But he has moved on to retirement, and we need to welcome Pastor Todd and 
accept him into our spiritual lives with no prejudices or pre-conceived ideas.  I 
encourage everyone to be open to new ways of doing things, new songs, new 
styles of worship.   
 
It’s known that churches can lose up to 10% of membership because of a pastor 
change.  There are many reasons for that, probably chief among them a simple 
one of not “liking” the new pastor.  Personality differences and leadership style 
changes do affect how people feel at church.  But I want to point out that the 
church belongs to Jesus – not the pastor.  And the church family, the congrega-
tion, is at least as important in people’s perceptions about a church as the pas-
tor.  We are the same loving church family in July and going forward as we were 
last month.  We don’t want to lose anyone because of a pastor change.   
 
Let’s do all we can to make Pastor Todd and Debbie feel comfortable in their 
new home in Florida.  And remember that they are learning about all of us as we 
learn about two of them.  Remember also to wear your name tags and be forgiv-
ing when a name is forgotten.  Thank you, church family, for your warmth and 
generosity.  It’s a pleasure to serve with you.  
 
Colossians 3:12-14: Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe your-

selves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 13 Bear with each other and 
forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave 

you. 14 And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity. 

 

God bless you! 

Margaret Hogue  
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