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AUGUST BIRTHDAYS/ANNIVERSARIES 

August 2025 

10 

3rd 

Usher/Greeter - Nanette Dougherty, Dana Lynch, 
                                 Noreen Sirera 
Lock-up -  Dennis Hogue 
Flowers -  Judy Northway 
Scripture Reader -Margaret Hogue 
Communion- Margaret Hogue, Leslie Haefner, 
                            Louise Krause 
 
10th 

Usher/Greeter -Nanette Dougherty, Dana Lynch, 
                                Noreen Sirera 
Lock-Up -  Dennis Hogue 
Flowers - Sharon Fielding  

AUGUST WORSHIP SERVICE VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE 

17th 

Usher/Greeter - Nanette Dougherty, Dana Lynch, 
                                 Noreen Sirera 
Lock-Up - VOLUNTEER NEEDED! 
Flowers- Jessica Hontz 
Scripture Reader-Sharon Fielding  
 
         
24th 

Usher/Greeter -Nanette Dougherty, Dana Lynch, 
                                Noreen Sirera 
Lock-Up - Volunteer needed! 
Flowers-  none 
Scripture Reader -Amity Hoenisch 
 
30st 
Usher/Greeter -Nanette Dougherty,  
                                 
Lock-Up - Volunteer needed! 
Flowers-  none 
Scripture Reader -Jennifer Jones 

BIRTHDAYS 
Morgan DaRoza-1st 
Jeremy Hahn-5th 
Margot Alexander-7th 
Ernie Pasquot-7th 
Charlene Polk-7th 
Andrew Daugherty-8th 
Jim Lewis-8th 
Zayne Mueller-9th 
Alyse Murnahan-9th 
Ezra Daugherty-10th 
Rhonda Rogers-10th 

Amity Hoenisch-17th 
Jeanette Smith-17th 

ANNIVERSARIES 
Greg & Nancy Gillman-3rd        Russ & Susan Walker-4th 

Bo & Garin Davidson-5th          Joe & Sharon Fielding-9th 

Gerry & Becky Hoover-16th                     Mike & Connie Casey-24th  

Interested in volunteering?  
Please sign-up at  

Connection Central! 

 
David Pinner-18th 
Jimmy Haefner-19th 

Danny Mueller-20th 
Jan Wilson-20th 
Arianna Gray-21st 
Russ Irish-23rd 
Jaxson Mueller-23rd 

Orrin Woodard-23rd 
Krystal Hahn-24th 
Dana Derrick-25th 

Donnie Rou-27th 
Doug Fleming-29th 
Clara Bembry-31st 
Leslie Haefner-31st 
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Pastor’s Page 

“Turn, Turn, Turn” 

Are you someone who thinks in music? I do it all the time. I’ll be in conversations with 
people and a song will pop in my head as either a response to what was being said or to 
match what the other person was saying. Example: “Hey Todd, I wish it would stop 
raining so much.” My mind: “Red Rain” by Peter Gabriel, “Love Reign O’er Me” by The 
Who, or “The Rain” by Oran Juice Jones. I know, I have an eclectic taste for music. 
 
 As I come along side of you here at First United Methodist Church in High 
Springs, Florida, this good ole boy from the Eastern Shore of Maryland hears “Turn, 
Turn, Turn” by The Byrds. Based almost verbatim on Ecclesiastes 3:1-8, the melody of 
this song almost takes on a up and down feeling of riding a merry go round at a carnival. 
Life, too, has its ups and downs and the world keeps on spinning despite what we do or 
what we have going on.  
 
 I have shared some of my challenging moving stories amongst you and, in return, 
I have heard even worse situations. Furniture broken, boxes ending up missing, and 
even living through a hurricane in the middle of a move, just to name a few. There is the 
joy of discovering a new place and new people and the sorrow of leaving behind places 
where you’ve made memories and people with whom you’ve developed relationships.  
Adjusting to a new pastor is challenging. Learning all the names of a new congregation 
is very challenging (thank you for continuing to wear your nametags). Yet, here we are. 
Why? Because there is a time for everything under the sun. I truly have faith that God 
aligned for us to be together for this season. We will share times to plant and times to 
uproot, times to weep and times to laugh, times to keep and times to throw away, and 
times to be silent and times to speak. We will have time to ride the merry-go-round of 
life together as we do ministry for the Lord.  
 
I wonder what songs we will hear in our heads as we journey together in this season? 
I’m sure the classics will resonate with us (“Amazing Grace”) and there will be new 
songs we will write together on the fly <insert new song title here>. Through it all, we 
will make a “time for everything” and affect a change in the mission field to which we’ve 
been called to make disciples for Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 
 

God bless! 

Pastor Todd 
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Lay Leader Message 
“Church Library Change in Mission and Focus”  

 

Our Church Library is small and has been seldom used in the years since I have been 
keeping track of it.  A few years ago, Nadine Pasquot and I spent a lot of hours       
weeding, organizing, and creating a catalog, hoping to increase use.  But we saw no  in-
crease.  After I became Lay Leader and had less time available, I asked Pat Carr if she 
would be willing to be Church Librarian again.  She stepped up, and has done a great 
job, but the library is still not used very much – not enough to justify the necessary   up-
keep.  We were dealing with lots of book donations, but very few books borrowed.   
 
So, Pat and I met in May to discuss changing the mission of the Library to that of a   ref-
erence/research library: a change of focus to support the Pastor, Administrative Board, 
staff, Sunday School, and Bible studies teachers, as well as to maintain the basic works 
about the UMC and church history, and a good selection of Bible translations.   I took 
this proposal to the Administrative Board in June and the change in library       mission 
was approved.  Now we are in the process of removing non-reference materials from the 
library.  We will have a couple of tables in Connection Central in August for books that 
we are giving away.   This will include mostly fiction and biographies.  You may take as 
many as you wish.   We’re also setting aside a large number of daily         devotional 
books for giveaway in late December/early January for those of you who want to start 
2026 out with a daily devotional time.  These books are a good way to get started.  Any 
other useful materials not being retained in the library will be given to the public li-
brary for their bi-annual book sale.   
 
We hope to have our library re-organized and an updated catalog available by the end 
of August.  We will post the catalog on the Church website (as the old catalog was) 
when it is available.  Please feel free to come in to use the library when you have a      
research need.  It will no longer be a circulating collection: materials must be used in 
the library.  For exceptions, please ask me or Pat.  We are sharing the responsibility of 
caring for the library.  Hopefully, with its streamlined holdings, it will be easy to keep 
organized and materials readily accessible.  And Pat & I will have more time for our 
other responsibilities.  Thanks for your understanding.  Please let me know if you have 
any questions. 
 

God bless you all! 

Margaret Hogue  
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