
Focal Point Week 3 Discussion Guide- November 17 
 

1. Describe a time in your life where your initial perspective was that something was a good 
thing- and then it turned out to be not so great.  

2. Our default perspective of this world tends to be that this world is greater than Jesus. 
Why is that?  

3. Read Psalm 115:4-8. Idolatry is placing anything at the center of our lives other than 
Jesus. That leads to us wasting our lives. Why is this hard to believe?  

4. Read Philippians 3:7. Paul said that what he considered gains for him, he know counted 
as loss. Pastor Dillon put it like this: “The enemy of best is not bad. The enemy of best is 
good.”  

a. Why is it difficult to see the good things in our life as the enemy of best? 
b. How might a good thing distract you from the best thing? 
c. What is a good thing you are treating as a best thing that is keeping you from the 

best thing- knowing Jesus? 
5. Read Philippians 3:8. Discuss the following: 

a. Paul describes knowing Jesus as “surpassing worth.” It’s not that the things of 
this world are bad in and of themselves. It’s that, compared to Jesus, they have 
no worth at all. However: It’s important to realize that knowing Jesus is what has 
surpassing worth- not just knowing about Jesus. What are some of the things we 
mistake for knowing Jesus that are NOT actually knowing Jesus? 

b. Paul describes this world as skubala, or dung (that’s the closest we can say 
without cussing!). How do you react to that?  

c. Why does this change in perspective lead us to hold the things of this world in an 
open hand? 

6. Read Philippians 1:20-25. Discuss the following: 
a. Paul viewed his life with an open hand and said to die was gain- why? 
b. Even though Paul viewed death as gain, he said it was more necessary to remain 

in his body- why? 
c. Pastor Dillon indicated that having a holy detachment from the world due to the 

surpassing worth of knowing Jesus actually leads us to treat this world as worth 
it. What does that look like practically? 

d. Why does this move us to passionate engagement in the mission of God- helping 
people to know Jesus?  

e. How does a passion for helping people know Jesus change the way we live 
interact with this world?  


