
 

  

  

  

  

Northway Christian Church 

Beyond Sunday 

A Worship Guide for Energy, Engagement and Enduring Change  

Worship Series: Family Treasures  

 

Use this guide as a tool each week to reflect more fully on our worship in the days 

beyond Sunday. During this worship series we are employing a practice of exegesis to 

enhance our understanding and exploration of the lectionary text.  

This method of exegesis invites us to look at scripture from three perspectives: 
 

• The world behind the text:  The world behind the text is a window. Through this 

window we look to the past, to the time of the author who produced the text, and to the 
time sometime earlier in which the text was set. The general approach is historical. 

• The world of the text: The world of the text (also known as the world within the text) is 

a picture. This picture shows us the text as it is and what it says now through its literary 
features. The general approach is literary. 

• The world in front of the text: The world in front of the text is a mirror. In this mirror 

the reader sees oneself within the text, and sees other readers, the believing Church over 
many years, challenged to respond to it now and into the future. The general approach is 
theological (‘faith seeking understanding’). 

 

Exegesis in Bible study allows for meditating and wrestling with scripture from 

various vantage points. Our hope is that it will deepen your wondering and aid 

you in your walk with Christ.  

 

Light your Christ Candle and say the opening prayer each day, then focus on the text 

for the current week. May this guide bless your journey.  
 



Light your Christ Candle 

Be reminded Christ is with us; Christ is in our midst. 

 

Pray 

Dear God, we come seeking you and desiring to deepen our faith in formation 

through our study of scripture. As we move into and through this worship series, 

guide us to experience more of you, more of your peace, more of your presence, more 

of your desire for us. Help us to hear your voice as we read your word. Open us to 

what you would have us discover along the way. Make us new, renewing us day-by-

day. Hear our prayers as we lift those who are both near and far, those who you have 

laid upon our hearts and brought to our minds. We place our faith in and rest our 

hope on you - knowing Christ is with us, Christ is in our midst. Amen.  

 

Reflection Beyond Sunday: 

 

The World Behind the Text 

The books of First and Second Samuel, thought to originally have been a single text, 

provide us with stories that outline the beginning of kingship in Israel. We learn about 

the naming and anointing of the first two kings, Saul and David. The people’s demand 

for a king is not cast as a positive request. Scholars theorize that there are two editions 

woven into the text of First Samuel, one being more suspect of the monarchy than 

the other and thought to have been added from a later perspective. Some scholars 

believe this part of the text was written in the post-exilic period. The overarching 

message within the text notably aligns with the Deuteronomistic perspective of the 

importance of obeying God and the consequences of not doing so. Lessons learned 

through the lens of the fall of the kingdoms; first the northern kingdom to the 

Assyrians in 722 BCE and then later, the southern kingdom to the Babylonians in 587 

BCE resulting in their exile until 538 BCE which ended with Persia’s defeat of the 

Babylonians. The books of Samuel are a kind of “historical novel” more “concerned 

with theme and character rather than with accuracy in reporting,” as noted by John J. 

Collins in Introduction to the Hebrew Bible, Second Edition. 

 

 

 

 



Week of June 6, 2021 

Scripture:  1 Samuel 8:4-9; 11:14-15 (Israel Demands a King) 

 

The World of the Text 

In this passage we encounter the people of Israel asking for a king. This request is 

seen as a rejection of God’s reign and the prophetic guidance of naming Judges for 

overseeing the people. The reign of kings tended to keep the ruling power maintained 

in their successive bloodlines. Judges were appointed with the guidance of the priest 

who acted on God’s directions based on who they were in character and obedience to 

God, rather than who they were related to as royalty. Initially Samuel feels insulted 

and rejected. When he prays to God about the people’s request, God clarifies that 

they are rejecting YHWH as king, not Samuel. Samuel has led the people faithfully 

until now, but he is aging, and his sons are not faithful in the ways that Samuel is, so 

the people desire another way forward. God recognizes this desire for a king as 

another instance of the people forgetting all God has done for them, pointing out to 

Samuel this consistent response from the time God “brought them up out of Egypt 

to this day, forsaking me and serving other gods, so also they are doing to you,” (1 

Sam 8:8). God instructs Samuel to warn them and show them what will come of their 

request, (1 Sam. 8:9). Despite Samuel’s efforts, we learn they made Saul king and then 

“Saul and all the Israelites rejoiced greatly,” (1 Sam. 11:15). 

 

The World in Front of the Text 

Have you known that someone was going in the wrong direction, and have you 

encountered moments when even with your best efforts, you could not dissuade them 

from their choices? Can you relate to the grief Samuel is feeling in this moment? We 

see that he is no stranger to the choices of others not aligning with his own, his sons 

do not follow his path either. He is a man of God, someone God speaks to directing 

through his prayers, and yet he cannot get the people or his family to follow to his 

direction. God knows what he is feeling and responds to him with empathy. And 

while God could do anything, he chooses to give the Israelites what they ask for. Why 

do you suppose he would do that, knowing where their choices will lead?  

 

As a parent or mentor, have you had to release someone to follow the path they have 

chosen? What was the outcome and was there any other way? Why is the freedom to 

choose held in such high regard by God?  

 

 

 



Week of June 13  

Scripture: 1 Samuel 15:34-16:13 (David Anointed as King) 
 

The World of the Text 

The reign of Israel’s first king does not end well. Saul disobeys God. Samuel is in grief 

over the loss of Saul. God is sorry he made Saul king. The story does not end here, 

God has more for Samuel to do. There seems to be some strife between Samuel and 

God’s decision regarding the rejection of Saul in the verses preceding this passage. We 

find God tiring of Sameul’s grief over Saul, when he asks Samuel “How long will you 

grieve over Saul?” In response to Samuel’s grief, God reminds him he has rejected 

Saul. Samuel is called by God to go and anoint the next king. He is sent to Jesse in 

search of his son who would be chosen by God. This son, the youngest of Jesse’s 

sons, is not who Jesse or Samuel expected to be chosen. God tells Samuel, “for the 

Lord does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but the Lord 

looks on the heart,” (1Sam. 16:7b). All Jesse’s sons who were present had passed by 

Samuel and none are selected. Samuel questioned if there were others, and only then 

did Jesse send for David.  

The World in Front of the Text 

Difficulties in the role of leading and the realities of relationships are not lost in these 

stories. There is loss and pain experienced by the ones who are rejected and by the 

ones tasked with doing the rejecting. Can you identify the various instances of 

rejection that occur in the story of Saul’s rise and fall of kingship beginning with last 

week and concluding with this week’s passage? We learned last week the people’s 

request for a king was an insult to Samuel, so how is it that Samuel so grief-stricken 

over the loss of Saul now?  

While God said to disregard outward appearance, we learn that David was “ruddy, 

and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome,” (1 Sam. 16:12). Why do you think 

David’s appearance would be a detail provided in the text? And why is one of the 

most celebrated sculptures of Michaelangelo’s career his offering of David so perfect 

in form? Is this in honor of God’s selection of David or of David himself? Is there a 

difference? Does it matter? 

 

 

 



Week of June 20   

Scripture: 1 Samuel 17: (1a, 4-11, 19-23) 32-49 (David and Goliath) 
 

The World of the Text 

The story of David and Goliath is well known among readers of the Hebrew Bible, 

Christians, and children in Bible study. This story of "just a boy” taking down a giant 

with a sling and a stone in the name of the Lord, has been told many times. It is a 

story meant to inspire courage by depicting faith in action. Saul discourages David 

from his bid to take on Goliath. David shares that his trust is in the Lord based on his 

experience as a shepherd facing lions and bears. He reasons that just as God has 

protected him in those instances, God will save him now. David discovers that he is 

best suited to enter the fight as himself and not with Saul’s armor. His opponent does 

not take him seriously and mocks him. David returns Goliath's mocking with a 

warning of what is to come. David then runs to the battle line and delivers the blow 

that ends the contest and Goliath’s life.  

The World in Front of the Text 

Why do you suppose this story is well known and is retold as often as it is? What is it 

about the actions of a boy against a man like Goliath that has captured the attention 

of Sunday school teachers and preachers the world over? Is it the draw of an 

underdog successfully facing a bully? Is it the faith of this boy to do what others had 

failed to do? Is it the dramatic imagery of this boy facing down a giant with a sling 

shot?  

What is the moral of the story and what do we hope to take away from it, now? If you 

did not know the story so well already, would it surprise you to learn that we tell it to 

small children? Why or why not? If you have told this story yourself, what was the 

main point you wanted the hearer to learn from it? How does it inspire you now, as 

an adult? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Week of June 27 

Scripture: 2 Samuel 1:1, 17-27 (David Mourns for Saul and Jonathan) 

The World of the Text 

David has learned of the deaths of Saul and Jonathan.  In his first public address as 

the successor of Saul, David pens “The Song of the Bow” as a eulogy to both men.  

He offers this lament to the people of Israel, and we read that David “ordered that [it] 

be taught to the people of Judah,” (2 Sam1:17). The poem is somewhat problematic 

for scholars to translate and interpret due to compromised manuscripts and the 

missing Book of Jashar that is referenced.  Some words are difficult to decipher such 

as the word “glory” in the opening line of the poem in 2 Sam. 1:19, which could be 

“gazelle” possibly offered as a descriptor of Saul like a strong male animal commonly 

used to refer to military commanders. Either way, we hear David’s lament of these 

men, holding each up as the mighty now fallen.  While the covenantal friendship of 

Jonathan to David was not known to the people, David takes this opportunity to 

elevate Jonathon with the honor he is expected to offer to the King.  He says of this 

King and son, “in life and in death they were not divided,” (2 Sam. 1:23b). And he 

ends the poem with his personal lament expressed in the loss of his “brother” 

Jonathan. 

The World in Front of the Text 

When you read the words of this poem, “The Song of the Bow,” how does it have 

you responding to David at this point in his story? Are you empathetic? Does his 

vulnerability move you to be more grace-filled here, than in other passages that 

express different aspects of his character? Scholars posit that these passages are 

offered as proof that he did not have anything to do with the loss of Saul and 

Jonathan and his place as the successor is rightly held. How do you suppose that 

perspective is supported with this poetic song? David says in verse 21, “the shield of 

Saul, anointed with oil no more.” Do you hear this line as referring to Saul’s loss of 

the Lord’s anointing we learned of when David was anointed by Samuel; or do you 

understand David to be referring to the oil that was rubbed on a leather shield to keep 

it supple, which would be needed no longer? Does David’s lament for both Saul and 

Jonathan ring true for you in this passage? Why or why not.   

 

 

 

 



Week of July 4  

Scripture: 2 Samuel 5:1-5, 9-10 (David Anointed King of All Israel; Jerusalem Made 

Capital of the United Kingdom) 

The World of the Text 

David is made king a second time in this passage, this time he is named king over the 

northern tribes.  The tribal elders come to David to make a covenant with him, by 

pledging their fealty in return for his obligations to them. With this second anointing 

he unites the northern and southern kingdoms of Israel and Judah.  And David reigns 

over them both for 33 years.  

We read in verse 10 “and David became greater and greater, for the Lord, the God of 

hosts, was with him.” This sounds a little like a fairy tale ending of “and they lived 

happily ever after.” There could be a reason for this feel of the story ending; scholars 

believe this passage was the close of the third narrative section of the book of Samuel, 

telling the story of David’s rise to power.   

The World in Front of the Text 

What is it about happy endings that we long for?  Does this passage leave you with a 

sense of satisfaction, like all has ended well? Or does your knowledge of the rest of 

David’s story keep you from settling into this narrative? What would we have lost if 

the story had ended there? David’s life was not an easy one. Much pain and deception 

are yet to come both by David’s actions and the effects they have on others, as well as 

all that transpired between his children. Yet we tend to hold David in a positive way, 

reminded in Acts 13:22 that David was himself said to be after God’s own heart. 

When you read the text and discover the challenges faced by one like David, how 

does it aid your walk in this world in front of the text?  How is it helpful to know that 

no one is perfect, and we all miss the mark? And still we are told that a person like 

David is someone called out as being one after God’s own heart? What is the hope 

that such a reading holds for us all? Do you consider this the good news? Why or why 

not? 

 

 

 

 

 



Week of July 11 

Scripture: 2 Samuel 6:1-5; 12b-19 (David Brings the Ark to Jerusalem) 

 

The World of the Text 

In the lectionary text from last week, we learn that David made Jerusalem the capital 

of the united kingdoms.  In ancient Near Eastern tradition a newly established royal 

city is introduced to the god of the nation by ritual ceremony with a statue 

representation.  For Israel, the Ark is the most sacred holy object. David installs the 

Ark of the Lord in the City of David - once he is confident it will not bring harm to 

the city. David and all the people rejoice with the bringing up of the Ark.  With every 

six paces he sacrifices and ox and a fatling, this sanctifies the city and makes it suitable 

to hold the Ark.  David dances with all his might as they bring the Ark into the city.  

All who come along with it are shouting with trumpets sounding.  It’s a huge 

celebration as they move the Ark to its new home. We learn that David blessed the 

people in the name of the Lord of hosts and gave all the people, men and women, 

each a “cake of bread, a portion of meat, and a cake of raisins,” (2 Sam. 6:19). Then 

they all went home. 

The World in Front of the Text 

Can you imagine the scene and the sounds as David sacrifices and dances before the 

Ark? Have you ever attended a celebration with all the people shouting with joy? 

Perhaps a celebration after a championship win comes to mind?  Or the closing 

ceremony of the Olympics? What would it have been like to be a part of this moment, 

when the Ark is being brought to the new capital of the newly united lands of Israel’s 

Northern and Southern kingdoms? Not only did they all celebrate the establishment 

of the Ark, but David also takes the occasion to bless all the people both in blessing 

by prayer and with food. Do you think Saul would have blessed the people in this 

way? Was David a typical king from what you know of other stories of the ancient 

Near East? If not, why do you suppose he was different? What might have been 

learned in his upbringing and life path that made him like or unlike other kings? How 

does this story of David’s leading in this week’s passage encourage you to be in terms 

of actions towards others and towards God?  

 

 


