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“The Lord said to Moses and Aaron, ‘Say to the Israelites: Of all the animals that live on land, these are the 
ones you may eat: You may eat any animal that has a divided hoof and that chews the cud’… And the 

pig, though it has a divided hoof, does not chew the cud; it is unclean for you.” (Leviticus 11:1-3,7, NIV) 
 

 “Anyone who curses their father or mother is to be put to death.” (Exodus 21:17, NIV) 
 

“If two men are fighting and the wife of one of them comes to rescue her husband from his assailant, and she 
reaches out and seizes him by his private parts, you shall cut off her hand. Show her no pity.” 

 (Deuteronomy 25:11-12, NIV) 
 

“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill 
them.  For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law 

until all is accomplished. Therefore whoever relaxes one of the least of these commandments and teaches 
others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them and teaches them 

will be called great in the kingdom of heaven.  For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the 
scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.” (Matthew 5:17-20, ESV) 

 
 

JESUS IS SAYING: 
 

1. He’s NOT STARTING ALL OVER FROM SCRATCH.  
 
 

“Don’t misunderstand why I have come—it isn’t to cancel the laws of Moses and the warnings of the prophets. 
No, I came to fulfill them and to make them all come true.” (Matthew 5:17, TLB) 

 
 

“What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? By no means! We are those who 
have died to sin; how can we live in it any longer?” (Romans 6:1-2, NIV) 

 
 

“Do we, then, nullify the law by this faith? Not at all! Rather, we uphold the law.” (Rom 3:31, NIV) 
 
 

2. The law will remain UNTIL EVERYTHING IS COMPLETED.  
 
 

“I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not even the smallest detail of God’s law will disappear 
until its purpose is achieved.” (Matthew 5:18, NLT) 

 
 

“When he had received the drink, Jesus said, ‘It is finished.’ With that, he bowed his head and gave up his 
spirit.” (John 19:30, NIV) 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+6&version=NIV
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3. Greatness follows OBEDIENCE TO THE LAW.  
 

“Therefore anyone who sets aside one of the least of these commands and teaches others accordingly will be 
called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever practices and teaches these commands will be called great 

in the kingdom of heaven.” (Matthew 5:19, NIV) 
 
 

Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ This is 
the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ All the Law and 

the Prophets hang on these two commandments.” (Matt 22:37-40, NIV) 
 
 

The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery,” “You shall not murder,” “You shall not steal,” “You shall 
not covet,” and whatever other command there may be, are summed up in this one command: “Love your 

neighbor as yourself.” (Romans 13:9, NIV)  
 
 

4. Our righteousness MUST EXCEED THE LAW KEEPERS. 
 

 
“But I warn you—unless your righteousness is better than the righteousness of the teachers of religious law 

and the Pharisees, you will never enter the Kingdom of Heaven!” (Matthew 5:20, NLT) 
 
 

“God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.”  
(2 Corinthians 5:21, NIV) 

 
 

“But now apart from the law the righteousness of God has been made known, to which the Law and the 
Prophets testify. This righteousness is given through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe.” (Rom 3:21-22, NIV) 

  
 

ACTION STEPS:  
 

Identify one law of God that YOU HAVE FAILED TO OBEY  
 

Identify one law of God that YOU WILL FULFILL THIS WEEK 
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