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QUESTION 2:
“What is the doctrine of predestination as it pertains to people?
“For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the
firstborn among many brothers and sisters. And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also

justified; those he justified, he also glorified.” Romans 8:29-30

1. The bible teaches that God certain people to salvation.

Ephesians 1 3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly
realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. # For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy
and blameless in his sight. In love ® he predestined us for adoption to sonship through Jesus Christ, in
accordance with his pleasure and will— 6 to the praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the
One he loves.

Ephesians 1 11 In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of him who works

out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will, 22 in order that we, who were the first to put our hope
in Christ, might be for the praise of his glory.

2. The bible declares that we are God by ourselves.

Ephesians 2 As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 2in which you used to live when you
followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those
who are disobedient. 3 All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our flesh and
following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature deserving of wrath. 4 But because of his
great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, > made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in
transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved.

“For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works,
lest anyone should boast.” Ephesians 2:8 NKJV

“No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws them, and | will raise them up at the last day.”
John 6:44

3. Opponents of this doctrine point to man’s

“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish
but have eternal life.” John 3:16


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians%201&version=NIV
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians%201&version=NIV

“The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that
any should perish, but that all should reach repentance.” 2 Peter 3:9

4. We should trust God’s and express gratitude for His

Romans 9 ¢t is not as though God’s word had failed. For not all who are descended from Israel are Israel. 7 Nor
because they are his descendants are they all Abraham’s children. On the contrary, “It is through Isaac that
your offspring will be reckoned.” & In other words, it is not the children by physical descent who are God'’s
children, but it is the children of the promise who are regarded as Abraham’s offspring. ° For this was how the
promise was stated: “At the appointed time | will return, and Sarah will have a son.” *° Not only that, but
Rebekah’s children were conceived at the same time by our father Isaac. ! Yet, before the twins were born or
had done anything good or bad—in order that God’s purpose in election might stand: 2 not by works but by
him who calls—she was told, “The older will serve the younger.” 3 Just as it is written: “Jacob | loved, but Esau |
hated.” ¥* What then shall we say? Is God unjust? Not at all! *> For he says to Moses, “I will have mercy on
whom | have mercy, and | will have compassion on whom | have compassion.” ¢ It does not, therefore, depend
on human desire or effort, but on God’s mercy.

“Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable his judgments, and his
paths beyond tracing out!” Romans 11:33

*All scripture in NIV unless specified

ACTION STEPS:
1. Sign up for the BELONGING CLASS.
2. Thank God that He chose youl!

3. Invite someone to the picnic.



