MESSAGE NOTES
Emmanuel in the Mess

THE BUSYNESS OF CHRISTMAS
Pastor Brian Miller

Luke 2 In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire Roman
world. 2 (This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3 And everyone went
to their own town to register. 4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to
Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. ® He went there to register
with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. ¢ While they were there, the time
came for the baby to be born.

HOW DO WE FOCUS ON WHAT REALLY MATTERS?

We should...

1. Shift from serving the SEASON to serving our SAVIOR.

Luke 10 32 As Jesus and his disciples were on their way, he came to a village where a woman named
Martha opened her home to him. 3° She had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet listening to what he
said. 0 But Martha was distracted by all the preparations that had to be made. She came to him and asked,
“Lord, don’t you care that my sister has left me to do the work by myself? Tell her to help me!” *1 “Martha,
Martha,” the Lord answered, “you are worried and upset about many things, 2 but few things are needed—or
indeed only one. Mary has chosen what is better, and it will not be taken away from her.”

2. Prioritize the GIFT OF JESUS over commercial gifts.

“The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and
only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.” John 1:14

“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not
perish but have everlasting life.” John 3:16 NKJV

3. Set aside a DEDICATED TIME for prayer and quiet reflection.

“Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and will call
him Immanuel.” Isaiah 7:14

“Be still, and know that | am God. | will be exalted among the nations, | will be exalted in the earth!” Psalm
46:10 ESV



“The Lord is my shepherd, | lack nothing. He makes me lie down in green pastures, he leads me beside quiet
waters, he refreshes my soul.” Psalm 23:1-3
4. Strive for WORSHIP, not activity.

“The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were
just as they had been told.” Luke 2:20

“LORD, you are my God, | will exalt you and praise your name, for in perfect faithfulness you have done
wonderful things, things planned long ago.” Isaiah 25:1

“Through Jesus, therefore, let us continually offer to God a sacrifice of praise—the fruit of lips that openly
profess his name.” Hebrews 13:15

*All scripture in NIV unless specified

ACTION STEPS:

Read Luke 2:1-20
Sign up to help with Operation Christmas Child
Invite someone to Christmas Eve



