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Daniel 4 %3 “Your Majesty saw a holy one, a messenger, coming down from heaven and saying, ‘Cut down the
tree and destroy it, but leave the stump, bound with iron and bronze, in the grass of the field, while its roots
remain in the ground. Let him be drenched with the dew of heaven; let him live with the wild animals, until
seven times pass by for him.” ?* “This is the interpretation, Your Majesty, and this is the decree the Most High
has issued against my lord the king: 2> You will be driven away from people and will live with the wild animals;
you will eat grass like the ox and be drenched with the dew of heaven. Seven times will pass by for you until
you acknowledge that the Most High is sovereign over all kingdoms on earth and gives them to anyone he
wishes. ?° The command to leave the stump of the tree with its roots means that your kingdom will be restored
to you when you acknowledge that Heaven rules. ?” Therefore, Your Majesty, be pleased to accept my advice:
Renounce your sins by doing what is right, and your wickedness by being kind to the oppressed.

It may be that then your prosperity will continue.” 28 All this happened to King Nebuchadnezzar. ?° Twelve
months later, as the king was walking on the roof of the royal palace of Babylon, 3° he said, “Is not this the
great Babylon | have built as the royal residence, by my mighty power and for the glory of my majesty?” 3! Even
as the words were on his lips, a voice came from heaven, “This is what is decreed for you, King
Nebuchadnezzar: Your royal authority has been taken from you. 32 You will be driven away from people and will
live with the wild animals; you will eat grass like the ox. Seven times will pass by for you until you acknowledge
that the Most High is sovereign over all kingdoms on earth and gives them to anyone he wishes.”

33 Immediately what had been said about Nebuchadnezzar was fulfilled. He was driven away from people and
ate grass like the ox. His body was drenched with the dew of heaven until his hair grew like the feathers of an
eagle and his nails like the claws of a bird. 3* At the end of that time, I, Nebuchadnezzar, raised my eyes toward
heaven, and my sanity was restored. Then | praised the Most High; | honored and glorified him who lives
forever.

HOW CAN WE CHOOSE HUMILITY OVER PRIDE?

1. Remember who's

“Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due time.” 1 Peter 5:6
“The LORD sends poverty and wealth;, he humbles and he exalts. He raises the poor from the dust and lifts the

needy from the ash heap; he seats them with princes and has them inherit a throne of honor. ‘For the
foundations of the earth are the LORD’s; on them he has set the world.”” 1 Samuel 2:7-8

2. Cultivate an mindset.

Philippians 2 Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from his
love, if any common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, ? then make my joy complete by
being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and of one mind. 3 Do nothing out of selfish
ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, 4 not looking to your own interests
but each of you to the interests of the others.



5In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus: © Who, being in very
nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage;
7 rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. & And
being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death—even death on a
cross!

3. Continue to and

“My dear brothers and sisters, take note of this: Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to
become angry, because human anger does not produce the righteousness that God desires.” James 1:19-20

“Let the wise hear and increase in learning, and the one who understands obtain guidance...” Proverbs 1:5 ESV

4. and as needed.

“Pride goes before destruction, a haughty spirit before a fall. Better to be lowly in spirit along with the
oppressed than to share plunder with the proud.” Proverbs 16:18-19

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” Matthew 5:3

“God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.” James 4:6 ESV

*All scripture in NIV unless specified

ACTION STEPS:
Pray for your church leaders.
Read Philippians 2



