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Outline for our 
time together: 

1. Celebrate Glory Sightings of where we have seen 
God at work.

2.  The Stories of Jesus that change our lives and 
change the world. 

3. How the faithful followers of Jesus leaned into 
their faith through Christian history that brought us 
to where we are today.

4. Spend time with questions we have today about 
our church, denomination, and how God is leading 
us today.  



After our class 
today...
• Questions will emerge for you, and I will 

remain to follow up with individual 
questions.

• I also would like to schedule time to meet 
with individual classes so that we can 
have a conversation about the matters 
that are on your heart. 

• I am also available to schedule time to 
meet with people one on one: 
corys@aumc.net

mailto:corys@aumc.net


Glory Sightings: The heavens 
declare the glory of God, and 
the sky above proclaims his 
handiwork. Psalm 19:1

Where have you seen God’s 
Glory today or this week?



Costa Rica Mission Group Picture



“If you want to go 
fast go alone, if 
you want to far, go 
together.” 

African Proverb



Our young people working 
together at Hannah’s Home 
this month, providing space 
for people to meet Jesus at 
the Well. (John 4)



New Members 
will soon arrive 
to our church!



Move towards 
mission
Overcome 
frustration 

Align 
Ministry: 
Adaptive 

Plan
Overcome 

Distractions

We are 
Building a 

Team
Overcome 
Isolation

AUMC’s Next Steps Team is 
Bringing joy and focus to our 

ministry while being and making 
disciples.

Reflect

AdjustDo



What is too important 
to compromise? (Values)

Why do we exist? (Mission)

Where are we now…really?

How will we get there? 
(Step by step strategy)

Where is God leading us?
(This is the Vision)



Results
…a consequence, 
effect, or outcome of 
something.

Process
…a series of actions 

or steps taken in 
order to achieve a 

particular end.
Principles
…a fundamental truth or 
proposition that serves as 
the foundation for a 
system of belief or 
behaviors or for a chain of 
reasoning.



Stories that 
change the 

world!



This picture reminds us of the power of a Story



Jesus as our  
Storyteller



Jesus told stories to explain the 
complexities of human life and help 

people become part of  God’s 
Kingdom.



Jesus taught 
using stories. 
His parables 

were often 
responses to 

the questions 
of life:  

Who is my neighbor?   
Luke 10: 29-37

What is more 
important knowing the 
law (Bible) or living it?   

Matthew 7:24-27

What does God think 
about sinners and lost 

people?  
Luke 15

What is the best way to 
manage wealth and our 

treasure?
Luke 12: 13-21

Why do people respond 
differently to God?  

Matthew 13:1-9

What do we do with 
those who are different 

and among us?    
Matthew 13: 24-30



What we see in 2000 years 
of church history is that the 
church in every generation 
faces new questions and 

and new challenges. 



The Early 
Church in the 
first 500 years 
of Christianity 
faced 
persecution 
and these 
questions:

Judaisers insisted that Gentile converts must obey Jewish 
Torah laws

Marcion held that there were two Gods, repudiating evil God 
of the OT and the loving God of the NT

Gnostics claimed to have secret knowledge of salvation that 
Jesus taught to only a few hand-picked disciples

Donatist held that only those living a blameless life belonged 
in the Church, and that if you received communion from a 
priest who sinned then it was not a true sacrament.



The result of 
this holy 
struggle led 
to Councils, 
Creeds, and 
the Historic 
Affirmations 
of our Faith.

The Apostles Creed on page 
881 

The Nicene Creed on page 
880 

The Modern Affirmation on 
page 885



The 2000-year-old story 
of the church 

demonstrates the ways 
the church has grown and 

changed since the early 
church:



Where has Auburn 
UMC come from?

The Wesley’s were 
part of the Anglican 

branch of the Church 
of England, and they 

help begin Methodism 
in America and around 

the world.



Methodist in 
Auburn

1837

1. We began as the 
Methodist Episcopal 
Church in 1837. (This 
is the original 
Methodist church 
which began with 
John Wesley’s 
ordination of Francis 
Asbury and Thomas 
Coke.

1844

2. We became part 
of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church 
South in 1844 when 
the Methodist 
Church churches of 
the north and south 
in the US divided at 
General Conference 
over the issue of 
slavery.

1939

3. The North and 
South churches 
reunited in 1939 to 
form The Methodist 
Church.

1968

4 In 1968 the 
Evangelical United 
Brethren and the 
Methodist Church 
formed the United 
Methodist Church



Where is this history 
taking us? 

Many historians 
agree that every 500 
years the Christian 
Church faces a major 
crisis. (The 500 Year 
Rummage Sale idea 
shared by Phyliss 
Tickle)

• 1. Around the year 500 the church was shifting to becoming 
the church of the empire of Rome and experiencing the impact 
of the fall of the Roman empire. (The beginning of the Dark 
ages)

• The Great Schism of 1054. The split of the Eastern Orthodox 
Church and the Roman Catholic Church.

• The Protestant Reformation of 1517 with Martin Luther, John 
Calvin, Zwingli and others. The beginning of Protestant 
Denominations: Lutherans, The Reformed Church, and the 
Anglican Church with Henry VIII.  The new technology of The 
Bible.  

• Today the church is changing and shifting with new ways of 
connection. A discovery of technology often accompanies 
deep change. The rise of the Global south as the growth of the 
church. The good news historically is that these shifts bring the 
church back to the foundation of our faith. 



The Church 
is changing 

in many 
places:

•https://www.youtube.com/watc
h?v=nCbHevwH5dU

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nCbHevwH5dU


Highlights of 
changes we have 

experienced at 
Auburn UMC 
through our 

denomination:

The Ordination of Women in 1956 in The Methodist Church

In 1972 the General Conference of the UMC adopted the Social 
Principles as an ongoing expression of our faith. 

First African American Bishop elected in the Southeastern 
Jurisdiction, Bishop William Wesley Morris in 1992. Bishop Morris 
served 8 years as Bishop of the Alabama-West Florida Conference.

The change in the in the UMC Book of Discipline to embrace the 
Order of Deacon as a lifetime ordination of to lead the church and 
equip the people of God toward the transformation of the world

https://www.umc.org/en/content/ask-the-umc-why-do-we-have-social-principles-where-did-they-come-from


The LGBTQ 
Conversation 
in the UMC 
Church: 

• The Social Principles
(Adopted in 1972, General Conference in Atlanta, 
Georgia) 
• The Social Principles, while not to be considered 

church law, are a prayerful and thoughtful effort on 
the part of the General Conference to speak to the 
human issues in the contemporary world from a 
sound biblical and theological foundation as 
historically demonstrated in United Methodist 
traditions. They are a call to faithfulness and are 
intended to be instructive and persuasive in the 
best of the prophetic spirit. The Social Principles are 
a call to all members of The United Methodist 
Church to a prayerful, studied dialogue of faith and 
practice. 



Timeline of the 
General 

Conference 
conversation on 
Homosexuality:

1972–“We do not condone the practice of homosexuality and 
consider it incompatible with Christian teaching” & “We do 
not recommend marriage between two persons of the same 
sex”.

1984–Adopted as the standard for ordained clergy, 
commitment to “fidelity in marriage and celibacy in 
singleness” and “self-avowed practicing homosexuals are not 
to be accepted as candidates, ordained as ministers, or 
appointed to serve in The 

1988–Added“...we affirm that God’s grace is available to all. 
We commit ourselves to be in ministry for and with all 
persons.” 



The timeline 
continued: 

1996–Added a definition of “self-avowed practicing homosexual,” and a 
declaration that ceremonies to celebrate homosexual unions shall not be 
conducted by United Methodist clergy or in United Methodist churches. 

2000–added “We implore families and churches not to reject or 
condemn their lesbian and gay members and friends.” 

2004–Delegates agreed to a statement of unity: “As United Methodists, 
we remain in covenant with one another, even in the midst of 
disagreement, and affirm our commitment to work together for the 
common mission of making disciples throughout the world.” Delegates 
reaffirmed the denominational position. 



The Last 10 
Years of 
General 
Conference 
Conversation 
around the 
question of 
LGBTQ 
inclusion:

• 2012–Two items stating Christian share different 
opinions about homosexuality were not 
approved, leaving the current language intact. 
• 2016-The impasse of conversation resulted in a 

called General Conference for 2019 to deal 
specifically with LGBTQ conversation.
• 2019-A called General Conference took place in 

St. Louis and the current language of the 2016 
Book of Discipline was affirmed.
• 2020-The Conference was delayed to the global 

pandemic. General Conference was delayed 
again in 2021 and 2022 for the same reasons. 
• General Conference is planned for 2024. 



Christians in the UMC tradition continue to 
have questions as followers of Jesus today:

Which way are we 
going?

Is there going to be 
a split?

Are we supposed to 
vote on something 

in the church?

What does the Bible 
say?

What is Cory 
thinking?

Are we liberal, 
centrist, or 

progressive?

What will happen if 
the Book of 
Discipline is 
changed?

Is there room for 
me?

Can I be 
conservative or (fill 
in the blank) and be 

a part of AUMC?

What is the GMC?

What is the Free 
Methodist Church?

What does it mean 
to become an 
independent 

church?

What does 
disaffiliation mean?

What is a trust 
clause?

When will the 
General Conference 
decide something?



Alongside our questions we also have our 
personal story? 

What brought you to AUMC?

What do you appreciate most about our church? 

When have you felt closest to God at Auburn UMC? 

What do you hope never changes about our story?



So how do we hold 
our collective 

questions, history, 
and our personal 
stories together, 

while at the same 
time listening for 

God’s guidance for 
our lives today?



The Wesleyan Quadrilateral is one 
way of listening to God and one 

another:

• 1. When we meditate upon 
God’s inspired word and take 
the Bible seriously what do 
we hear and learn?

• When we think about  
church beliefs and practices 
what is helpful and wise?

• God has created us with a 
mind to learn, what are we 
discovering? 

• God is present and leading 
us now.  Acts 15:28



Discerning our story and our collective 
questions using the Wesleyan Quadrilateral:

Which way are we 
going?

Is there going to be 
a split?

Are we supposed 
to vote on 

something in the 
church?

What does the 
Bible say?

What is Cory 
thinking?

Are we liberal, 
centrist, or 

progressive?

What will happen 
if the Book of 
Discipline is 
changed?

Is there room for 
me?

Can I be 
conservative and 

UMC?
What is the GMC?

What is the 
General 

Conference?

What does it mean 
to become an 
independent 

church?

What does 
disaffiliation 

mean?

What is a trust 
clause?

When will the 
General 

Conference decide 
something?



What can we do 
now?
1. As people formed and shaped in 

the Wesleyan tradition, we are 
all encouraged to practice the 
means of grace. 

2. We promise to remain in 
conversation with you and share 
news that impacts the life of our 
church.

3. Our clergy are here to meet 
with you and help you.

4. Stay informed by using the 
information from today’s 
handout and let us know when 
you have questions.



AUMC.net



Possible 
studies for 
your Sunday 
School 
Class:

The Bible in the Early Church by Justo Gonzalez

What We Need is Here by Roger Owens

The Apostles Creed for Today by Justo Gonzalez

Five Means of Grace by Elaine Heath

Right Here, Right Now by Amy Oden

As If The Heart Mattered by Gregory Clapper

The Character of a Methodist by John Wesley (David 
Wentz)



Let me tell you a story:

• Samuel J. Stone, 1839-1900

• The church controversy that was dividing the 
global Anglican church in the second half of 
the 19th Century.

• The Church’s One Foundation written in 1866
• This hymn is found on page 545 in the UMH



Jesus Christ 
is our sure 
Foundation 
and Strength

• “The church’s one foundation
Is Jesus Christ her Lord;
She is his new creation
By water and the Word.
From heaven he came and sought her
To be his holy bride;
With his own blood he bought her,
And for her life he died.”



Thank You!
So now that we all are receiving 

the same information, let’s make 
plans to meet, pray, and talk!


