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Learn it. Live it. 
Matthew 22:36 & Deuteronomy 6:6-9 (CEB)
Rev. Chris Kelsey

Many of us are familiar with the passage in Matthew’s gospel where a Pharisee 
challenges Jesus by asking him, “Teacher, what is the greatest commandment 
in the Law?” (Mat 22:36) Jesus responds to him by quoting scripture from 
Deuteronomy 6:5, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your being, and 
all your strength.” What most of us don’t know or recall is what Deuteronomy goes 
on to say next… 

These words that I am commanding you today must always be on your minds. Recite 
them to your children. Talk about them when you are sitting around your house and 
when you are out and about, when you are lying down and when you are getting up. Tie 
them on your hand as a sign. They should be on your forehead as a symbol. Write them 
on your house’s doorframes and on your city’s gates. (Deuteronomy 6:6-9)

We aren’t supposed to just memorize the commandments of God to make them 
part of some “mental inventory” so that we can pull them up and recite them 
on demand. The expectation is that we learn them in order to live them. Look at 
that language: always on your mind; recite them to your family; talk about them 
at home and wherever you go, when you are resting and when you are active; 
write them where you will always see them, on your hand, your forehead, your 
doorframe, and your city gates. Wow! 

So, what does that mean for you and me today? I believe Jesus is saying that “love 
the Lord your God” is a call to action, a lifestyle change, a paradigm shift. And 
wherever we are, whatever we’re doing, the commandments of God should be 
VISIBLE in our life to the world around us. It doesn’t really matter much if I can 
say that commandment if people don’t see me living it.  

That is part of what the season of lent is about. Lent is a time of remembering 
and repentance of where we have failed to live out the commandments of God—a 
time to lament where we have sinned against God and others. But our eyes are 
on Easter, the light at the end of the darkness of our lament, where the love of 
God, through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, redeems our world and 
reconciles our sinful hearts to God. 

I invite you to pray with me the prayer that we say each time we do communion: Merciful 
God, we confess that we have not loved you with our whole heart. We have failed to be an 
obedient church. We have not done your will, we have broken your law, we have rebelled 
against your love, we have not loved our neighbors, and we have not heard the cry of the 
needy. Forgive us, we pray. Free us for joyful obedience, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. Glory to God. Amen.  

Go in peace to love God and others.



The Bible Project Reading Plan
The Bible in a Year

Sunday, March 12 - Saturday, March 18

Sunday, March 12 
Deuteronomy 32-34 

Psalm 64

Monday, March 13 
Joshua 1-4 
Psalm 65

Tuesday, March 14 
Joshua 5-8 
Psalm 66

Wednesday, March 15 
Joshua 9-12 

Psalm 67

Thursday, March 16 
Joshua 13-21 

Psalm 68

Friday, March 17 
Joshua 22-24 

Psalm 69

Saturday, March 18 
Judges 1-3 
Psalm 70

 


