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In June 2018, I embarked on a pilgrimage to the Holy Land with friends 
from our church, college students from the Auburn Wesley Foundation, 
and our guide, Dr. Jason Borders, Biblical professor at Huntingdon 
College. Traversing the Holy Land is challenging with its mountainous 
topography, but when the guide is 6’7”, and everyone else on the trip is 
two to four decades younger, the challenge is magnified!

I use the term “Pilgrimage,” as we truly were on a faith journey — 
following Jesus in the land of Jesus.  We visited places not found on the 
normal tourist route and spent alot of time reading from the Gospels as 
we walked.

One of those places was the Zaki trail, only the trail wasn’t a trail ,but a 
shallow stream — one of the feeder streams into the Sea of Galilee. Try 
walking on slick rocks with water flowing over them when, at times, you 
can’t see your feet. Needless to say I did not “complete” the trail. I didn’t 
think having a broken ankle or hip would be a good idea for the rest of 
the team. Come to find out, the “end” of the trail wasn’t really an end, just 
the last chance to get out before flowing into the Sea of Galilee.

Interestingly, the only person who didn’t spend alot of time in the water 
was Tripp, a college student with vision impairment. His trick? Don’t 
transfer weight to your forward foot until you know it is steady and you 
are balanced.

That evening we spent time reflecting on the experience. What were 
we to learn about following Jesus from that? I’ll never forget what Dr. 
Borders said: “I don’t think of discipleship so much as destination but 
orientation. Maybe instead of searching out places to find Jesus, it may be 
better to think of allowing Jesus to find us in the spaces — all the spaces 
of our lives. Going back to the Zaki Trail, if it’s about destination, then 
some of us made it and some of us didn’t, and you get into a competition 
mode of thinking about discipleship. But maybe if its orientation then in 
each of the spaces we find ourselves, we were all sharing in the common 
space of life in Christ.”

As we travel the road to Jerusalem during this season of Lent, may we 
allow Jesus to find us in all the spaces we find ourselves.  May we share in 
the common space of life in Christ.

Prayer: Gracious God, as we journey toward the cross, fill all the spaces in our 
lives with your love and grace. And may we reflect your love and grace to those 
we meet this week. In Jesus’ name, Amen



The Bible Project Reading Plan
The Bible in a Year

Sunday, March 5 - Saturday, March 11

Sunday, March 5 
Deuteronomy 13-14 

Psalm 57

Monday, March 6 
Deuteronomy 15-16 

Psalm 58

Tuesday, March 7 
Deuteronomy 17-20 

Psalm 59

Wednesday, March 8 
Deuteronomy 21-23 

Psalm 60

Thursday, March 9 
Deuteronomy 24-27 

Psalm 61

Friday, March 10 
Deuteronomy 28-29 

Psalm 62

Saturday, March 11 
Deuteronomy 30-31 

Psalm 63

 


