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BIBLICAL TEXT(S) + MESSAGE SUMMARY:
DANIEL 7 - 12

We continue our study in the Book of Daniel. As we dive into part six, 
consider this phrase, “Things are often not what they appear.”

Just saying the word “Apocalyptic” conjures up all kinds of thoughts and 
images. Some from our past experiences, others from blank pages of not 
understanding the biblical meaning of this subject.

Apocalyptic vision allows us a peek behind the curtain to see what is 
really going on. Anytime God shows us the deeper meaning of events in 
our lives, we are experiencing apocalyptic.

Apocalyptic tells us that these events occur because God appointed 
them to happen. This is true of the hard things as well as the good. 
 

THE END GAME

Apocalyptic isn’t an end to itself; please discuss the following statement: 
“Apocalyptic finds its ultimate fulfillment in Jesus.”

Here’s some more truth to consider: “Though the Romans crucified Jesus 
(and remained in power for centuries), God had, in fact, triumphed over 
the powers by the cross. In His resurrection, He initiated His kingdom, and 
we get to play a part. When Jesus returns, he will crush the last enemy, 
death. Then, His kingdom and dominion will last forever.”

APPLICATION TO THE PERSONAL AND INDIVIDUAL

Let’s take the apocalyptic from the global realm and bring it into our 
personal, individual lives. In prayer, we open ourselves to apocalyptic 
vision. Prayer is how we “wake up” to what is going on around us in 
the spiritual realm. What are your thoughts, and how does this work 
practically, daily in our lives?

So the call to us as believers is to:

• Watch and pray.

• Wait on the Lord.

• The Lord gives you a glimpse into the bigger story—God’s story for 
our world and lives.

Thoughts?
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ALREADY AT WORK

If we pay attention, we will discover that God has already been at work in 
our lives. Look for God’s fingerprints on your life. These are places where 
He has pulled back the veil on what he is doing in the world. Prayerfully 
consider what He is showing you in each of the following:

• Perhaps there is a strange coincidence where you keep seeing or 
hearing something over and over... These are just for you. I call these 
“serendipity moments” - something that you just can’t make up. 
What are they? What might they be telling you?

• Or maybe it is a life-changing event - something that was pivotal in 
your life, that changed your life forever... Good or bad. What is it? 
What was God saying to you in that event?

• Maybe there is a special place that you love? What is that place? Why 
did God give you that place?

• Maybe it is something you do, that, when you do it, you just know “I 
was made for this.”

• Is there a Bible verse that has been special to you over the years? 
What is it? What is God telling you in that passage?

• Is there a word or phrase that has been really comforting to you, 
something that is especially meaningful to you? Or, perhaps it brings 
up strong emotions. What is that word, image, or phrase?
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