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BIBLICAL TEXT(S) + MESSAGE SUMMARY:
DANIEL 7

We continue our study in the Book of Daniel. This chapter will mark 
an interesting transition into several apocalyptic chapters. These can 
be confusing, even a little scary, but God wants us to take a peek into 
what we can’t see. Although we will not understand every detail of the 
writings, God still has a message of hope for us in a world that is full of 
trials, tribulations, and uncertainties.

We’ve chosen to look at these chapters like a dramatic play. What 
appears to be the play’s focal point, the four beasts, turns out not to be 
the lead parts of the drama. 
 

THE FOUR BEASTS DÉJÀ VU (VERSES 1-7) 

Daniel has a terrifying dream or vision of four beasts coming from the 
sea at night. As you read about the four beasts, add the information from 
verses 16 and 17 to help define what or who these beasts are.

If you’re having Déjà vu, compare these beasts and kingdoms to the 
statue in Nebuchadnezzar’s dream in Daniel 2.

As you read the strange descriptions of these beasts, they all have some 
characteristics of the actual nation. Take a look at the third kingdom; 
from what you know, what do you learn about the ancient kingdom? 
There are some additional notes at the end if you need them.

THE LITTLE HORN AND THE ANCIENT OF DAYS

There is an interesting back and forth in this chapter between little horn 
and the Ancient of Days. What do we learn about the little horn in these 
verses: 8, 11, 20, 21, and 24?

There is an interesting pattern that I believe is intentional. Whenever 
Daniel refers to the actions of the little horn, he will follow that up with a 
positive and hopeful response about the Ancient of Days. Can you find 
any? Here is one example: “the horn that looked more imposing than the 
others and that had eyes and a mouth that spoke boastfully...” (Daniel 
7:20), “As I watched, this horn was waging war against the holy people 
and defeating them...” (Verse 21), “...until the Ancient of Days came and 
pronounced judgment in favor of the holy people of the Most High, and 
the time came when they possessed the kingdom.” (Verse 22)

What is your thought on this quote from Dan? “Don’t be anxious or 
fearful; that is the whole point of this revelation... yes, we will suffer. It 
will be difficult, but it is during this kingdom’s reign that the Ancient of 
Days says, it’s over, and Jesus’ kingdom will be the only kingdom—an 
everlasting kingdom.”
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THE SON OF MAN

In verse 13, we see a reference to the Son of Man. What do you see, or 
what did you learn from it?

Lastly, it is clear that the horn will try to destroy God’s holy people. What 
do we learn about this subject from verses 22, 26-27?

These may help to identify all of the players in our cast:

• Horns always represent authority, rulers, and kings in the scriptures.

• We will meet the little horn as we read our next section.

• The Ancient of Days is our Papa God in the role of the Almighty and 
the Righteous Judge.

• The Son of Man, is of course, our Lord and Savior Jesus.

• The Holy People of the Most High - hey, you and I are in the play!

The third was the Greek Empire of Alexander the Great. This is very 
descriptive of the Armies of Greece, a leopard with wings, a very swift, 
fast moving army. Also, alluding to how quickly Alexander conquered the 
world. But what’s with the four heads? When Alexander the Great died, 
he didn’t pass his kingdom to an heir, a biological successor, because he 
had none, but divided his kingdom between four generals. One of those 
generals will play a big part in our play. (Belly and thighs of bronze.)
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