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BIBLICAL TEXT(S) + MESSAGE SUMMARY:
DANIEL 10

We continue in our study of the book of Daniel, part 10. As we come to 
the last chapters of our study, we see that Daniel chapters 10 - 12 form a 
complete unit. The main vision given to Daniel is contained in chapter 11. 
We begin chapter 10 in the third year of Cyrus’ reign. Daniel is believed 
to be 84 years old, and the Jewish exiles had already started to return to 
Jerusalem.

Daniel mourned for 3 weeks; it doesn’t say why, but it could very likely 
be the small number of exiles returning to their homeland. Most of them 
who lived under the Babylonian and Persian empires had built lives there 
and were very content. Others believed it was because Ezra faced severe 
opposition in rebuilding the temple. 
 

CYRUS SUMMONED BY NAME (VERSES 1-3)

Cyrus is an important and central figure for the Jewish people. He is 
mentioned some 23 times in the Old Testament. Isaiah refers to Cyrus as 
Jehovah’s “shepherd” and the Lord’s “anointed.”

• Read 2 Chronicles 36:22-23. What do you learn about Cyrus from this 
passage?

• Amazingly, the king would accomplish these noble tasks even 
though he did not “know” Jehovah. Some characterize Cyrus as an 
unconscious tool in the hands of God. Pastor Dan suggested that 
God will accomplish his purpose, but he would rather change a heart 
rather than harden a heart like he had to do with Pharaoh. “The Lord 
moved the heart of Cyrus, king of Persia.” What are your thoughts?

• Read Isaiah 44:26-28 and 45:1-3. What does this tell us about God’s 
assignment, and how do you see this pertaining to the Jewish exiles 
returning home?

• Amazingly, this Persian ruler was identified by name by the prophet 
long before the monarch was even born. In fact, about 150 years 
before Cyrus came to the throne! How strange would it be to find 
your name and position in scriptures dating back 150 years?

THE MAN DRESSED IN LINEN (VERSES 4-7)

After reading verses 4-7, what are your thoughts on this incredible 
angelic being?

• What do you think about the response of Daniel’s companions?

• How do you think you would have responded?
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CAN’T GO ON (VERSES 8-11)

• After reading these verses, what are your thoughts on Daniel’s 
response?

• Maybe for a different reason, but have you ever felt that you couldn’t 
go on, could get up, recover?

• In your life today, has God ever reached down to you in your pain, 
failure, or lack of strength to move forward? If so, would you feel 
comfortable sharing?

THE UNSEEN WAR (VERSES 12-14)

• Can you describe what is happening in this passage?

• Who is the “Prince of Persia?” Is he human? If not, what is he? What 
do you think he wants to accomplish?

• Read Ephesians 6:12. Is there anything helpful in that verse?

BE STRONG (VERSES 15-21)

Dan ended the teaching by talking about what we’re focused on in our 
life’s journey. He said whether we are oblivious or aware of the unseen 
activities:

• Our focus isn’t on the angels battling for us

• It’s not on the evil beings opposing God’s will

• Our only focus is our Lord and King Jesus

• He is our representative, our advocate; he’s the Captain of the Lord’s 
army

How do we stay focused on him and him alone?
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