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BIBLICAL TEXT(S) + MESSAGE SUMMARY:
ISAIAH 43:18-19

There was an open week on our sermon schedule. We just finished one 
study, with the summer series to start the first week of June. Here is a 
nutshell of what we felt God wanted to speak to the Bridgeport Church: 
“God is doing and will do a new thing here at Bridgeport Church.” So 
this morning, consider what God means when he says he’s going to do a 
“New Thing” and what we need to do to prepare for it. 
 

DOING A NEW THING

• When you read Isaiah 43:18-19, what do you observe about God 
“doing a new thing?”

Isaiah 43:18-19: “Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past. See, 
I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I am 
making a way in the wilderness and streams in the wasteland.”

The context of this beautiful passage is that God has been faithful in the 
past, powerful times of God’s intervention, and also that God is doing 
something new.

• When God does something new, does it always mean that the things 
from the past were bad or evil?

Dan believes the key can be found in verse 18: “do not dwell on the past.” 
The question may be, where is your focus?

• Discuss this quote: “Preparing for a new thing is done with the 
assurance of his past faithfulness and looking forward to the hope of 
a new thing that he has promised.”

• Read Hebrews 12:2. Where should our focus be? And as Jesus was 
dying a horrific death on the cross, where was his focus? What was 
the “joy” set before him?

PART OF GOD’S NATURE: NEW

• So this “New Thing” that God is going to do: is a limited, standalone 
concept or a part of the character of the God we serve.

So let’s tackle just one subject, singing worship; what do we learn from 
these three verses: Psalm 40:3, Psalm 98:1, and Revelation 5:9.

• Even though contextually, this chapter is about the mystery 
of salvation, revealed by the Spirit, listen to what Paul said in 1 
Corinthians 2:9. What do you see about God’s character? “However, 
as it is written: ‘What no eye has seen, what no ear has heard, and 
what no human mind has conceived’ — the things God has prepared 
for those who love him.”
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PREPARING FOR A NEW THING

An important thing to remember is that God is doing a “New Thing,” not 
us.

• So in your opinion, what is required of us? What do you think of this 
phrase: “A New Thing, A Changed Heart.”

• Look again at verse 19. What do you see in the second half of this 
verse? “See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not 
perceive it?”

• God was doing a new thing when Jesus was born. Why did most 
people in the first century miss God coming to earth?

• Also, why did Anna and Simeon immediately recognize the Messiah at 
8 days old? Dan suggested that it was not primarily because he was 
different than expected but because of their hearts. Your thoughts?

RELATIONAL DISCIPLESHIP AND LITTLE CONVERSATIONS

Dan brought out two key areas: “Relational Discipleship” and “The Little 
Conversations.”

• True discipleship and influence are built in relationships. Have you 
found this to be true?

• “The Little Conversations” are those things we say to people, 
possibly with no evil intent, but they drive people away from God and 
fellowship. Have you ever had this happen to you? What might some 
of those things be?
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