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INTRODUCTION

Welcome to Part 11 of our summer series on the “Names of God”. This week we’re going to return
to the very beginning, through the words of the author of Genesis and God will introduce himself
to us. So the writer of Genesis will introduce us to the Creator named; “Elohim”.

The All Powerful Creator “Elohim”

Most of us are very familiar with Genesis 1:1-2. In the Hebrew text, it actually reads; “In the
beginning [Elohim] created the heavens and the earth”. So let’s dig in and discover what this
name or title tells us.

So what sticks out of the definition of Elohim for you? What kind of picture formulates in your
thinking?

● One of strength and power
● The “strong one”
● The Supreme God. “Elohim ''
● The infinite, limitless or endless one
● In relation to extent or size or scale, it is impossible to measure or calculate.
● “Elohim” is the all-powerful God who displays that power by His works, including creation.

Dan Summarized like this; “He is the creator of all things, sustainer of all things, and supreme
judge of the universe. There is none above him and none beside him, he is “Elohim”, The strong
and powerful God!`` Thoughts?

Over and over God’s word reminds us of God's strength and his might.
What about his strength and might comfort you, and in what type of circumstances?

What are your thoughts and understanding that God has made himself and his supernatural
power available to us; all we have to do is take his hand?

God Creates…We Create

It should not shock or surprise us that humans are creative also. Because male and female were
made in the image of God, we can also be creative. We were created in the image of “Elohim”,
who displayed his awesome power and creativity in creation.



In all of history, list some of the greatest creative accomplishments of humankind?

Keep in mind that incomprehensible power was displayed in that; God created all this from
nothing, that is a power and strength we can’t comprehend. We on the other hand have to start
with something. God didn’t just create something from nothing, but everything from nothing.
Thoughts?

A Peek into the Plural

From the very first verse of the Bible, we are introduced to a mystery. We know “El” is God, but
“Ohim” makes the title or name plural, much like our “S” makes our English words plural. “In the
beginning [Elohim] created the heavens and the earth”.

What are we to make of the plural? Thoughts?
Does the plural form of “Elohim” imply polytheism? (the belief in or worship of more than one god)
No, the Torah makes clear that God is one,Deuteronomy 6:4; “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God,
the Lord is one.”

In these verses, God is speaking of Himself in plural form: us and our, many theologians use a
term for this mystery; “majestic plural”. By using these pronouns, we see God’s divine greatness
and  Majesty are emphasized. Similar to Kings and Queens Royalty and Rulers through the
centuries. Some other verses that you may want to read; Genesis 1:26-28, 3:22, 11:7, and Isaiah
6:8.

So we carefully note that the “majestic plural” in the Old Testament was not originally meant to
teach the doctrine of the Triune Godhead. Does this make sense, that the Author of Genesis was
not teaching about the Triune Godhead?

The use of plural constructions to refer to God left open the possibility of God’s triune nature.
Later, when the revelation of the Trinity; God the Father, God the Son and God the Spirit is
revealed in the New Testament, the use of the “majestic plural” fits right in and actually confirms
this understanding of the Triune Godhead, beginning in the first verse in the Bible.

Do we see that because the scriptures are the Inspired Word of God, these scriptures look
forward to what only the Spirit of God would know, thoughts?

Ultimate Power and Mercy



Elohim’s ultimate power flows through his love and mercy, not because God needs checks,
balances and accountability, but for our benefit, who may have seen or experienced abuse of
power from others.

If you feel comfortable, please share what have you observed or experienced in relation to the
abuse of Power?

How do you feel about God with unlimited power filtering that power through his love and mercy?

Take a look at these scriptures and share your thoughts; Exodus 34:6-7, Ephesians 2:4-5, Psalm
25:10, Psalm 86:15, Psalm 89:14.

Elohim, the God of New Beginnings

We started with the creation in the beginning, meeting Elohim, let’s finish in the last Book of the
Bible, with the Father, the Lamb and the Spirit. So the last place you would expect to see a
focused emphasis on creation and the creator would be the final book of the Bible, the
Apocalypse, and yet John refers to creation repeatedly. Any thoughts on why?

Dan gave these thoughts on that question; “Elohim, is the God of new beginnings, God is a
creative God, with the power to create and continue to create.”

What does this statement mean to you; “Elohim, is the God of new beginnings”? Have you found it
to be true in your life? Feel free to share why or why not.

What do you think about this conclusion? “Creation is a fundamental component of who God is,
that God’s creative activity in Genesis was not a one‑time event, but an intrinsic part of his nature.”

Read through the list that Revelation 21 and 22 says God is still creating; what sticks out?
“a new heaven and a new earth,” “the Holy City, the new Jerusalem”. He’s creating a place;
among the people, and he will dwell with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be
with them and be their God”, “He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death’
or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.”

We’ll leave you with one last thought to discuss;

“God desires and has the power to make you new, no matter what you have done. Any person or
voice that is influencing you and the end result is giving up, quitting, is not God, he is the God of
new beginnings”.


