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BIBLICAL TEXT(S) + MESSAGE SUMMARY:
GENESIS 22:1-19

Have you ever read a section of Scripture and thought: I have no idea 
what to make of this? Or, wow, that really bothers me? Or even I don’t like 
that story... Well, today’s message is coming from one of those passages 
for me. I have avoided this story for years because I could not make sense 
of it theologically.

How could a loving God ask his follower, Abraham, to sacrifice his son? 
The context becomes crucial to understanding this text. 

What was the context of Genesis 22?

• What is the context: Abraham is living in the land of the Philistines, an 
area that includes modern-day Israel, Gaza, Lebanon, and Syria.

• There appears to be a practice of “child sacrifice” happening within 
the countries that Abraham and Sarah lived in. The ask to take Isaac 
up a mountain, and to sacrifice him, likely would have been a new ask 
of Abraham but not one that seemed unlike the religious practices 
around him.

• Abraham himself had shifted to a “life of faith” that was monotheistic 
and likely very different from the cultures around him. And he was at 
a point where surrendering to God’s ask didn’t take him much time; 
he’s been walking and relating to God for many years, even decades. 
His son Isaac is old enough to carry wood and complies with the task.

So, let’s read this story with this question in mind? What if God’s “test” 
of Abraham was actually a way to differentiate himself from other Gods/
religions of that time? And through this question, what can we learn 
about Jehovah Jireh, the Lord who provides? What makes him unique? 
What do we learn about his character in this story? 

READ GENESIS 22:1-19

What does this text reveal about God?

• He is relational.

• He tests his followers.

• He provides the sacrifice, in fact, HE IS THE SACRIFICE.

Where do you see God’s relational qualities in this story?

When you hear the word “test,” how do you feel? Can you pinpoint where 
that feeling arises from? If the word test was re-framed as “opportunity 
for assessment?” Would it change your opinion of the word?
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Abraham foreshadowed Jesus when he said: “God himself will provide 
the lamb,” and that is a companion to John the Baptist’s exclamation, 
“Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!” (John 
1:29) In this story Abraham is found to have a deep faith-he believed that 
God was capable of raising Isaac from the dead (Hebrews 11:17-19)and 
didn’t flinch at God’s request of him. What does it take for someone to 
have that type of faith?

The gods of this world say, “Do more, do better, push harder.” Your value 
resides in your performance, your sacrifice, and your effort. The gospel 
says, “I am the Lamb of God, I laid down my life for you, and I take away 
the sins of the world.” 

How often do we lean on our own power to “improve,” “do better,” or 
“appease our conscience?” 

What would change in your life if you lived like you did not need to 
“perform” to be accepted?

Pray this over each other:

• Lord, thank you for your word, your truth, yourself. Thank you 
for being the one who laid down your life for us, for me. Today as 
we leave this place, will you remind us of how much you want a 
relationship with us, that the tests/trials we face are revealing a new 
invitation to learn more, go deeper, become all you have designed 
us to be and most importantly-our provision is YOU. May this truth 
change us through your Spirit.
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