
SCRIPTURE: 1 Thessalonians 1:4-2:4
SERMON TITLE: Hope; A Study of the Letters to the Thessalonians (Part 2) “Thessalonians; The
Power of the Gospel”
SPEAKER: Pastor Dan Gill
DATE: September 25, 2022

INTRODUCTION

We continue our Fall Study in the letters to the Thessalonians. Paul, Silas, (Roman name
Silvanus) Timothy and Luke enter the region of Macedonia, bringing the gospel to a new
continent, later known as the European Continent. After planting the first church in Philippi at
Lydia’s house, they are chased out of that city and arrive in Thessalonica. As we read last week,
they were there for “3 Sabbaths”, with many coming to faith in Christ. But because of the
persecution and their lives being in danger, the new believers sent Paul and his team away from
the city, by night, to nearby Berea.This angry group would follow them there, so they moved
further down the road to Athens and eventually to Corinth. Paul soon sent Timothy back to
Thessalonica. Later, Timothy returned to Paul, while he was in Corinth, with a good report of the
young Church…he then penned what we are reading today.

We are working from the basis that these letters reflect Paul’s desire to infuse hope into a very
young church experiencing difficult circumstances. As we will see, they were expectantly waiting
for the return of Jesus and Paul had to abruptly leave the city in the middle of the night. They
needed to hear from Paul, they needed clarity, they needed to be encouraged and assured and
most of all, they needed hope that can only be found in one place; our Lord Jesus Christ.

Power of the Gospel To Us
Read 1 Thessalonians 1:4-5, don’t you love the way Paul words this in V 4-5. He says the Gospel
didn’t come to you in just words, but with POWER, The HOLY SPIRIT and with DEEP
CONVICTION. What are your thoughts of what Paul says here?

Read the following verses on the “Power of the Gospel”; 1 Corinthians 4:20, 1 Corinthians 2:4, 1
Corinthians 1:18, Romans 1:16. What are your thoughts?

His Story becomes our Story

Read 1 Thessalonians 1:6-10
What do you think of Paul’s statement; “You became imitators of us and of the Lord”?
But did you notice the end goal and result; “you became a model to all the believers in Macedonia
and Achaia.” He goes on to say that the effect wasn’t limited to their area, but; “your faith in God
has become known everywhere”. Thoughts?



Approved by God

Read 1 Thessalonians 2:1-5. In V-4 Paul will use a phrase that is not too familiar for us. Paul
indicates that he had been “approved by God” with the gospel. Any Thoughts?

Dan gave this explanation; “God had entrusted the gospel to Paul's care. The word "approved"
means to be validated through testing. Paul's many trials and suffering as he shared the Gospel
demonstrated his genuineness as a guardian of the gospel. As someone entrusted by God to
spread the gospel, Paul did not speak to please humans, but to honor God. He was aware that
God examines a person's motives.” Any further thoughts?

Additional Notes
Some have asked for this section of the teaching, here it is; “God wants to remind you this
morning. He loves you so much, more than you’ll ever understand while on this earthly Journey.
His thoughts are many toward you, you are never out of His thoughts or sight. You bring Him such
joy, as you walk in obedience to Him; the way you walk in humbleness before Him. He loves how
you love Him and in return love others. And if we walk in this understanding, nothing can draw you
away, nothing can separate you from Him, nothing even comes close to being as important in this
life. Rest in that He is your Father, your Abba, He will bless you with all blessings, favor and
Grace. He will always be by your side, His hand on your shoulder, His voice in your ear, He will be
close to you, you will hear Him clearly.”


