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INTRODUCTION

We continue our Fall Study, part 7 in the letters to the Thessalonians. Timothy’s report of
conditions in the Thessalonian church led Paul to write the first letter shortly after he arrived in
Corinth about A.D. 51. Some of the Thessalonians apparently believed that Jesus Christ was
about to return momentarily and had consequently given up their jobs. Also false teaching
concerning the day of the Lord had entered the church and was causing confusion. Some worried
about what had happened to their loved ones who had died before the Lord had returned. Were
they going to miss out on the blessed promise? So Paul hoped to combat the false teachings and
comfort the new believers about the fate of both the living and the dead believers; a wonderful
result we Believers living in 2022 will benefit greatly, learning about the return of Jesus Christ.

God’s Clarity in the Midst of Confusion (V13-15)
Paul uses the word “Asleep” or “Sleep” referring to believers who had died. Why do you think he
uses this term?
(Dan noted this about the use of the term in the first century; what happens to a child of God at
death is different from what happens to someone who doesn’t choose to follow Jesus and receive
his salvation)

Read John 11:25-26, why did Jesus say; “and whoever lives by believing in me will never die”,
when we know that Millions of people have believed in Jesus and died?

Dan pointed out that the Bible has two definitions for death; the first is the separation of a person’s
spirit from their body. The other, Biblical death, is the separation of a person’s Spirit from God.
Your thoughts?

Compare this quote with Psalm 23:4,6; “Death is only a shadow crossing your path as you’re
walking to your Fathers house”

The Command, The Voice and The Trumpet (V16-18)

Paul describes an incredible event that will take place. What do you think about these words in
verse 16; “For the Lord himself will descend from heaven”?



What do you think of this description; “with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and
with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first.”?

What are your thoughts on the description in V-17? “Then we who are alive, who are left,
will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and
so we will always be with the Lord.

In V-17, we’re introduced to an important Greek word; “Harpazo” meaning;
1. To Seize, carry off by force
2. To seize on, claim for one’s self eagerly
3. To snatch out or away

The word Harpazo is used in these two verses, what do these show you about our text?
2 Corinthians 12:2-4, Acts 8:39

Dates and Times, Dark and Light (5:1-11)

Why didn’t Paul need to talk to them about “Times and Dates”?

What does it mean that his coming will be similar to a “thief in the night”?

What does Paul tell them about walking in the light, during the day and soberness? And what
does it mean to you?

What does he tell them in V-8 that they need?

Lastly, what does this part of V-9 say to you and why? “God did not appoint us to suffer wrath but
to receive salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ”.


