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INTRODUCTION

We continue our Fall Study, part 8 in the letters to the Thessalonians. As you remember, we saw
in chapter 4 that the young Thessalonian Church had become confused about their loved one’s
who had died before the “Parousia”, (the promised return or coming of the Lord). So it is in the
letter we’re reading this morning, that Paul addresses this issue and some false teaching that had
apparently found its way into this brand new congregation. And, we should all be thankful,
because it is while addressing these issues, that Paul expounds on the “Parousia” and explains;
“Jesus will descend with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet
call of God”. Also, those who have died in Christ, are not only with him, but will return with Jesus
and those of us who remain alive on earth, will be “Harpazo” (be “snatched out or away” by
force). Those who have passed away, their bodies will be resurrected first, changed to a body like
his, and then all believers who remain will be next.

As we head into chapter 5, this theme will continue. But we’re introduced to a new term in our
letter; “The Day of the Lord”. Of course for those of us familiar with the Old and New Testament, it
is actually an ancient term which was used by several of the OT Prophets. Is this phrase the same
or different as the “Parousia” we saw earlier in our letter, or is it referring to something else? Let’s
study our passage together;

Dates and Times (V 1-3)

Why didn’t Paul need to talk to them about “Times and Dates”?

If you only had three weeks with new Believers, what from the scriptures would be your priority to
teach them?

Dan said that this subject; “is important, not the “date and times”, but the promised return of our
savior. It’s the final scene of a Glorious story, why would we discard the final chapter of our story.”
Thoughts?

In these verses, we are told that his coming will be like a; “thief in the night”. Meaning it will be a
surprise, people will be caught off-guard. But this is not referring to Believers, but to the world. He
will go on to warn believers to be alert, watching for his coming, walking in the light and during the



day. What does it mean for a Believer to walk in the light and for an unbeliever to be surprised by
Jesus' return?

Day of The Lord (V-2)

"The Day of the Lord" is a biblical term and theme used in both the Hebrew Bible; “Yom Yahweh”
and the Greek New Testament “hēmera Kyriou” (“hēmera; “Day”)(Kyriou; Lord or Master)

A good example is; (Slide) Joel 2:31, cited in Acts 2:20; "The sun shall be turned into darkness,
and the moon into blood, before the great and the terrible day of the LORD come".

When you read about the “Day of the Lord” in the Old Testament, it can be very dark and
foreboding, called “terrible”, pointing forward to a time of; “God’s vengeance”, “judgment and
wrath” upon sin, evil, wickedness, rebellion and those who have set themselves against him.
When you read these scriptures, what are your thoughts?

It’s interesting, because on the other hand, at times the New Testament idea is pervaded with the
elements of hope and joy and victory. This phrase is often intertwined with the return of Jesus
and the full establishment of his kingdom and rule. It seems to point to a time of God’s Judgment,
and yet alongside the Hope and Joy…any thoughts on why?

Any thoughts on a quote from Dan on “The Day of the Lord”; “it always identifies a span of time
during which God personally intervenes in history, directly or indirectly, to accomplish
some specific aspect of His plan, will and purpose for his world”

The last quote; “The Day of the Lord will come as described by many OT Prophets, the NT writers
and Jesus himself. Yes the judgements and wrath of God, as described in Revelation, will be
terrible, but they are right and justified and the only way to bring true justice and make things right
again; the only way to defeat the enemies of God and all who follow and bow to them. They are
only way to make all things new again and usher in God’s rule and kingdom.” Thoughts?

Dark and Light (V4-11)

In V-4, Paul contrasts the unexpecting world and Believers; “But you, brothers and sisters, are not
in darkness so that this day should surprise you like a thief.” Thoughts?

Paul uses very descriptive words; “asleep”, “awake and sober”, “sleep”, “sleep at night”, “get
drunk, get drunk at night”, “we belong to the day”, “sober”. What do these words say to you, both
positive and negative?



V-9 is a very important scripture and promise. The passage is talking about the pending judgment
and then Paul says; “God did not appoint us to suffer wrath but to receive salvation through our
Lord Jesus Christ”. What does this promise mean to you?


