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Does God Want A
First Century Church
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Sonny Thomas | Lead Pastor, Peace Free Will Baptist Church
pastor@peacefwbchurch.org

There is a push today for a simpler, and more cost
effective, model for doing church. The intent is to
model the first century church where for a time the
church met in houses and was sustainable while
evolving into a larger movement.
Most every denomination considers itself to be a close
model of the first century church. However, today,
individuals and families seem to want something else.
They survey the programs and outreaches of a particular
group of believers like a buffet line of a local restaurant,
tasting what they hope will satisfy their cravings.
They say they expect the church to be different, to
practice what they preach, while all the while trying
to find a church that accompanies the mainstream.
The first century church distinguished itself from every
other secular institution, but not everyone within its
ranks lived up to this lofty criterion. God’s Word presents
a blatantly honest portrait of the early church made up
of failures who would fail and fail again.
One of its greatest leaders, Peter, would fail in his
treatment of Gentile believers. The church failed in
keeping its ranks pure as individuals, like Ananias and
Sapphira, crept in unawares, and there were those such
as Demas who chose not to persevere to the end. Entire
churches were rank with sin and strife as was found in
Corinth, Pergamos, Thyatira, Sardis, and Laodicea.

Numerous churches begun under the ministry of the
Apostle Paul descended into shambles. In Corinth,
the local assembly was fractured by divisions, filled with
pride, seemingly supportive of immorality, and involved
in litigation. They abused the Lord’s Supper and Christian
freedom and suffered from controversial issues such as
spiritual gifts and the future bodily resurrection of
believers. They were spiritually immature, lacked concern
for corporate holiness, and with an arrogant spirit allowed
sin within their ranks, even demonstrating a lack of
concern for their testimony by promoting lawsuits
between believers in the courts of the ungodly.
The churches in Galatia and Ephesus were infiltrated by
Judaizers that subverted Paul’s message by discrediting
him personally and disputing him doctrinally. And it
seemed to happen easily (Gal. 1:6). To the Ephesians,
Paul declares he had held nothing back from sharing
with them the whole counsel of God, but he also warned
that after his departure “grievous wolves” (Acts 20:28)
would draw away individuals from the faith. Later, even
Jesus would confront the Ephesian church of their
loveless hearts (Rev. 2:1-7).
The twenty-first century church is a continuation of the
first century church and likewise is bedeviled by apathy.
Immorality is rampant, doctrinal distinctives are
corrupted, divisions of second- and third-degree
separation keep the body of Christ dysfunctional,
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and worldly thinking and philosophies are manifest in worship styles,
Bible versions, and church programs. Many modern assemblies
focus on drawing “seekers” by offering sanitized imitations of the
world’s attractions but produce cheap knockoffs like Demas who
eventually depart for greener pastures.
Yet, by God’s power, an institution was birthed in that first century
that would be accused of turning the world “upside down” (Acts
17:6). Through the church, the person and influence of Jesus Christ
has permeated all of history, and He is the one figure that humanity
is measured against. The harvest is ripe, but the requirements are
still for the laborers to walk in purity and work via the power of the
Holy Spirit. Even in Charles Spurgeon’s nineteenth century London
he bemoaned the reason why converts were few as he preached:
“…the reason why we do not prosper is that we have not the Holy
Spirit attending us might and energy as they had then.”
The first century church understood that the weapons of their
warfare were not carnal. They invaded the territory of the demonic
with preaching and prayer causing the very hosts of hell to tremble.
The church of today must hold to the conviction that the
proclamation of God’s Word should always be the heart and the
focus of the church’s ministry (II Tim. 4:2).
But, in evaluating today’s contemporary ministry, programs and
methods are found that are no more than the fruit of human
invention created through pragmatic ploys. The New Testament
church understood the necessity of reaching not only their own,
but others of surrounding cultures, and they adopted the mind of
Christ. They relied on prayer and depended upon the Spirit of God
for effective ministry.
Yes, the church will always have its Demases who will be led astray
by the glistening lights of the world and its John Marks who when
the going gets tough leaves the work and returns to a less
challenging existence. Yet regardless of every defector, coward,
and compromiser, the true church will stand tall, stand firm, and
stand faithful for the sake of the Gospel and the name of Jesus
Christ. The world today desperately needs this persevering church
that does not rely upon the wisdom of men or respect their fleshly
desires. So, in the end, the question remains, does God want a first
century church in the twenty-first century? Well, no matter how
the question is answered, one thing is certain, He has one.

Pastor Sonny Thomas is the Lead Pastor at Peace Church in
Morristown. He and his wife, Julie, make their home in the
Lakeway Area with their dog Wally. Pastor Thomas is currently
pursuing his Doctor of Ministry at Maranatha Baptist Seminary.

24/7 CHURCH

Baptizes Seven
Pastor Chad Kivette reports baptizing
seven at the church plant in Kodak.
“We could not be happier about their
salvation decision,” said Kivette. Since
then, the church purchased a portable
baptistery thanks to a generous donation.
The 24/7 congregation continues to
welcome visitors regularly despite current
challenges. “Trying to get the lost to
come to church when the saved aren’t
coming to church is difficult,” wrote
Kivette in a recent letter to his supporters.
The church invites you to keep up with
their activities and news. Like their page
on Facebook® (@24SevenChurch).
Pastor Chad notes that “there are usually
encouraging verses and quotes each
day, as well as our Sunday services.
What better way to keep up with the
church you are helping build than that?”
On a personal note, Pastor Kivette asks
for continued prayer for his family.
His wife, Paula, hopes to change
schools next year due to safety concerns.
Kinsley, their oldest daughter, is getting
married in June; and Kylah, their
youngest, heads to Tokyo with IM Inc.
for a six-week summer internship.

Home Missions Board chairman
Shiloh Hackett reports that Associate
Church Planter Marcus Stephens is
now
continued on page
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Tell It!

HODGES RETIRES;

Debi Paramore | Vice President, Tennessee Women Active for Christ

Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life
for his friends (John 15:13).
We are humbled and thankful for the price that the Son of God paid
for the redemption for our sins. As a parent, it is hard to imagine
giving your child as a sacrifice for many. However, John 3:16
reminds us that God gave His one and only sinless Son. John 15:13
reminds us that Jesus willingly laid down his life for his friends.
In a lopsided world, operating on the secular premise of self first,
it is hard to imagine God giving us the opportunity to be
redeemed, especially at the high cost of His unique Son.
This message, however, is the Gospel.
Those who have experienced this forgiveness must never forget
the sacrifice of Jesus. We must keep this message in our hearts
and mouths to share with a lost and dying world. Fame, fortune,
legacy, or politics will not save the world.
Only by God’s unfiltered message of grace and forgiveness can
anyone be saved. Personal belief and acceptance couple with
confession and contrition over personal sins attaining God’s mercy,
forgiveness and eternal life based on the merit of Christ.
May God use us and our churches as His voice to shout the
Gospel. Shout it from the rooftops, shout it online, and, most of all,
live it out for the salvation of our neighbors. May God be glorified
in a culture shutting Him out with compromised churches seeking
approval of the masses.
Keep it simple. God made a way through His perfect Son.
He desires all to be saved, and we need the Savior. Tell it!

TWAC PROJECTS
TENNESSEE STATE
PROJECT (2019-2021):
24/7 Church
Sevier County ($5,000)
LAUGHTER AND LATTE
AT THE WNAC
CELEBRATION SERVICE:
Hosted at the National
Association, Memphis
July 2021 ($500 per women’s group)

TWAC RETREAT:
September 16-18, 2021
Music Road Resort,
Pigeon Forge
(watch for details)
MAIL CONTRIBUTIONS TO:
TWAC
Jessica Edwards, Treasurer
7112 Chessington Drive
Fairview, TN 37062

WNAC Seeks New Director

Earlier this year, the WNAC
Board accepted a notice of
retirement from Executive
Director Elizabeth Hodges,
effective December 31, 2021.
She came to the Free Will Baptist
Women’s ministry in 2010 to become
its sixth executive director.
Over her decade in the office, Elizabeth
has cultivated the ‘the fertile ground for
older women to mentor younger women’
through ministries such as Shine and
Flourish. WNAC Board Chair Amy
Johnson stated, ‘She has helped
encourage, uplift, and lead ladies
throughout this denomination.’
While celebrating Mrs. Hodges tenure, the
WNAC Search Committee is also turning
its attention to the transition ahead and is
accepting applications for a replacement.
Potential candidates may find both
the requirements and application for
the executive director position at
www.wnac.org. Applications will be
accepted through May 15.

GRANT PROVIDED FOR

Pastoral Resources

HAVE YOU
SCHEDULED YOUR

2021 Update?

State Director Chris Dotson is now
scheduling services for the Fall and
Winter of 2021-22. Of course,
Pastor Chris loves to preach, but did
you know that he has developed a
45-minute slide presentation perfect
for Sunday School or evening
services? During the presentation,
he will walk your congregation
through the history of Tennessee
Free Will Baptists into our current
outreach. He shows that TNFWB
as a movement has always desired
to be united in message, mission,
and ministry.
To schedule your update or service,
contact Pastor Chris directly at
(423) 523-2887 or
cdotson1700@gmail.com.

Last month Tennessee pastors received
a special gift from the State Office.
Made possible by a grant from Free Will
Baptist deacon and businessman Ben Eskola,
pastors across the Volunteer State received
a copy of Karl Vaters’ book, Small Church
Essentials: Field-Tested Principles for
Leading a Healthy Congregation of under 250.
t A
i ti
This is the first mailing of its kind from the Tennessee St
State
Association,
according to State Director Chris Dotson, who hopes to continue this as
a bimonthly program. “As addressed by Vaters in the book, so many
pastors are discouraged because they have bought into the megachurch
model of church growth,” Dotson said, which is why the periodic
mailings, sent to our pastors and their associates, will include a book
written specifically to encourage men in their ministries and provide
timely information for their congregations.
In May, pastors will receive their second in the series of mailings,
courtesy of Free Will Baptist businessman Melvin Greene of Whitesburg,
Tennessee. Next month’s book is The Church in Babylon: Heeding the
Call to Be a Light in the Darkness by Dr. Erwin Lutzer, Senior Pastor of
The Moody Church in Chicago. Lutzer examines the many parallels
between the church in America and God’s people in Babylon. As they
read, pastors will be encouraged to not compromise even under
constant societal pressure. “My prayer is that our pastors will have a
fresh encounter with Christ as they consider the biblical role of those in
exile,” Dotson said.
If you pastor a Tennessee Free Will Baptist church (or are an associate)
and did not receive the initial mailing, please send your name, mailing
address, cell number, and church name to cdotson1700@gmail.com.

To subscribe to the weekly Top Reads eblast:
RandallHouse.com/TopReads
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FROM RHETORIC TO RELEVANCE:
K EYS TO M E A N I N G FU L M I N I ST RY

PART TWO OF A FOUR-PART SERIES

Jim McComas, Executive Director
Free Will Baptist Family Ministries | jmccomas@fwbfm.com
In the introductory article of this series, we looked at
both the biblical command of II Timothy 4 that we are to
preach the Word of God boldly and without compromise
and the challenge laid out in Jude 22 that we are to
make a difference in the lives of those around us by
showing compassion to them. We concluded that since
they are both biblical commands, neither can be ignored
and that both can and should be carried out by God's
people. We also concluded that we as Free Will Baptists
generally do a better job of preaching the truth than we
do showing compassion to folks.
Fulfilling both commands well is the key to the survival
of our ministries, churches, and denomination. If your
church has compassion without biblical commitment,
you have a social club. If you have biblical commitment
without compassion, you have dead orthodoxy.
However, if you have biblical commitment coupled with
compassion, you have the ingredients to church growth,
revitalization, survival, and revival!
In this series, I would like to lay out three things we must
do to move from "rhetoric to relevance" in ministry.
First, we as a church corporately, and we as Christians
individually, must be consistent - unchanging in nature
or standard, acting in the same way over time.
We must be consistent to the Scriptures. No matter
what the hot button topic of the day - whether it be
abortion, homosexuality, addiction, or biblical authority we must stand boldly, lovingly, and without apology
for what "thus saith the Lord."

We must be consistent in our stand. We cannot stick our
finger up in the air to see which way the cultural winds
are blowing and then adapt our message to meet the
social norms of the day. Despite the pressure to conform,
we must lovingly stand without compromise where we
have always stood.
Finally, we must also be consistent in our scope. We
must be careful to declare the "whole counsel" of God's
Word, not just the parts that get enthusiastic applause
from the pews. For example, it's easy to rant and rave
about homosexuality as a moral sin, but all sexual sin is
wrong, even if it's a choir member having sex before
marriage with the deacon's daughter. Addiction is wrong
in all forms, whether it be addiction to alcohol or
whether it be an addiction to fried chicken which causes
a pastor to weigh in excess of 300 pounds. Ouch! For
folks to respect our message, we must be consistent in
which parts of the Word of God we cover, not just the
parts that are easy.
Being consistent is the first key step to moving from
empty rhetoric to life changing relevance in the lives of
those around us.

Jim McComas is the president and CEO of
Free Will Baptist Family Ministries. He is also a
singer, evangelist and church revitalization expert.
He and his wife, Beth, make their home in the
mountains of East Tennessee.

USHERS NEEDED F
FOR 2021 CONVENTION
The Tennessee Master's Men Board would like to call on the Volunteer spirit of our Tennessee men to help with the
ushering responsibilities at our 2021 National Convention in Memphis. We need to enlist the help of 25-30 men per
day. Duties will include distributing materials at business sessions, receiving offerings during worship services, and
handing out Convention News and Resolutions following the evening services. If you are willing to serve for any of
these opportunities, please contact our coordinator, Keith Walkley, at (901) 490-4549 or kwalkley@aol.com.

DEDICATED TO THE TASK
Jerry Gibbs | Chair, Tennessee International Missions Board

Over the past year, there has been much pain, suffering, and frustration.
But there are some great things that we do not want to forget.
Despite the difficult circumstances that kept you out of your churches –
and kept our missionaries out of your churches –
• Our ministry partners fully funded nine new IM appointees and
missionaries, who are either now on the field or waiting for
entry papers.
• Ministries on the field continued without furlough.
• IM staff kept our missionaries engaged administratively and
efficiently working at their post.
• All missionary accounts functioned in the black.
God has been faithful!
The TNIMB is dedicated to the task of fulfilling God's global purpose that
every people group glorify Him. To date, approximately 7300 people
groups remain unreached. In other words, the task is unfinished.
The WMO helps reach these groups through new church plants, summer camps, Bible institutes, the general fund,
and other ministries. April 25 is WMO Sunday. Will you help by praying that this offering will be the largest ever?
Will you lead your church to send a special offering?

Implications and Opportunities from Denominational Research
What are we learning about ourselves?
Below are some of the key takeaways from the CDR’s recent church survey.
Most Free Will Baptist churches are not growing.
While there is an opportunity to help with church
growth strategies, the underlying truth is that we need
conversion growth, as 80% of our people have grown
up in our churches.
Requirements and processes for new members are not
consistent. Only about half of our churches offer a class
for candidates to ensure new members agree with
Free Will Baptist doctrine and practice. In addition,
the limited practice of the sacraments, especially feet
washing, indicate there is a possibility that churches
may not see their importance for the church body.
Worship styles seem more diverse than they were in
the past when most churches depended on a hymnal.

With half of churches now using video projection,
congregations are now including music not found in
a hymnal.
Most responding churches are not offering regular
training for their teachers and leaders nor are they
offering any help for parents and grandparents to
disciple their children outside of church. This may be
an opportunity to come alongside church leadership
to offer resources for training.
Relatively few (27%) of the churches surveyed are set
up to receive giving digitally even though their people
are engaging in the digital economy (Amazon, etc.).
There is an admitted need for guidance, advice and tools
to help churches with digital giving strategies.

Tennessee State Association
DECEMBER 1, 2020 – FEBRUARY 28, 2021

APPALACHIAN ASSOCIATION

SMOKY MOUNTAINS

Appalachian Association.................................... $17,716.66

Loyal Chapel FWBC, Columbia.......................... $900.00

Smoky Mountains Association......................... $3,999.42

Appalachian Association of FWB........................ $127.66

Miller's Chapel FWBC, Charlotte...................... $1,203.00

Hardin Valley FWBC, Knoxville .............................. $50.00

Doran Addition FWBC, Mt. Carmel ................... $360.00

New Hope FWBC, Joelton................................ $17,994.99

Valley View FWBC, Loudon ............................... $2,826.81

Fellowship FWBC, Kingsport ........................... $7,420.00

Oak Grove FWBC, Charlotte................................ $249.00

Wooddale FWBC, Knoxville.................................. $1,122.61

First FWBC, Elizabethton .................................... $600.00

Oaklawn FWBC, Chapmansboro .................... $11,529.83

First FWBC, Johnson City ................................. $2,429.00

Oakwood FWBC, Woodlawn............................ $1,590.00

TOE RIVER ASSOCIATION

Grace FWBC, Johnson City............................... $1,000.00

Olivet FWBC, Clarksville..................................... $2,025.30

Toe River Association ............................................. $800.00

Liberty Fellowship FWBC, Johnson City..... $3,100.00

Rejoice FWBC, Antioch ...................................... $2,348.93

Morgan Chapel FWBC, Hampton ...................... $800.00

Marbleton FWBC, Unicoi.................................... $2,555.00

Richland FWBC, Nashville .................................. $1,468.23

Watauga Valley FWBC, Elizabethton ................ $125.00

Stoney Point FWBC, Vanleer.............................. $600.00
United FWBC, Dickson ....................................... $2,409.98

UNION ASSOCIATION
Union Association............................................... $23,335.92
Bridgeport FWBC, Morristown ........................... $300.00

CUMBERLAND ASSOCIATION
Cumberland Association............................... $144,499.04

INDIVIDUALS

180 FWBC, Clarksville.......................................... $4,980.02

Individuals................................................................. $1,750.00

Ashland City FWB, Ashland City ..................... $3,150.00

Community Chapel FWBC, Jefferson City...... $150.00
Evergreen FWBC, Erwin..................................... $7,825.00
First FWBC, Newport ............................................ $400.00

Berean FWBC, Fairview.......................................... $814.00

LIBERTY ASSOCIATION

Harris Memorial FWBC, Greeneville.................. $976.00

Bethel FWBC, Chapmansboro.......................... $6,777.90

Liberty Association .............................................. $10,175.69

Jackson Chapel FWBC, Mosheim ...................... $550.00

Bethlehem FWBC, Ashland City ..................... $9,795.00

Crossville First FWBC, Crossville .................... $3,399.69

Limestone FWBC, Limestone.......................... $6,900.00

Brandon's Chapel FWBC, Bumpus Mills........ $1,027.00

Smithville FWBC, Smithville.............................. $6,776.00

Oak Grove FWBC, Greeneville .......................... $1,303.22

MOUNTAIN EMPIRE FELLOWSHIP

Union Chapel FWBC, Chuckey .......................... $600.00

Cornerstone FWBC, Murfreesboro..................... $718.00

Mountain Empire Fellowship ............................. $1,075.00

West Greene FWBC ................................................. $1,191.70

Cross Roads FWBC, Lawrenceburg................. $600.00

Fellowship FWBC, Church Hill .......................... $1,075.00

Cane Ridge FWBC, Antioch.............................. $2,069.73
Cofer's Chapel FWB Church, Nashville.......... $9,853.77

Peace FWBC, Morristown ................................... $3,140.00

Cross Timbers FWBC, Nashville ......................... $6,182.21

WEST TENNESSEE ASSOCIATION

Donelson Fellowship, Nashville .................... $36,600.90

OTHER CHURCHES/ORGANIZATIONS

West TN Association ............................................ $1,250.00

Dunbar Chapel FWBC, Indian Mound ................. $75.00

Other.......................................................................... $31,337.74

Faith FWBC, Oakland.............................................. $100.00

Faith FWBC, Columbia ........................................... $202.53

Brotherhood Mutual............................................. $7,500.00

Victory FWBC, Jackson........................................ $1,150.00

First FWBC, Dickson............................................ $3,425.00

FWB Foundation................................................. $22,462.20

First FWBC, Springfield......................................... $500.00

IM, Inc............................................................................... $50.00

Total Income.............................................. $245,901.47

First FWBC, Waverly............................................... $300.00

Military Chaplain Corps......................................... $1,100.54

Total Expenses ............................................ $246,121.01

Friendship FWBC, Ashland City.......................... $180.00

Randall House Publications.................................. $225.00

Good Springs FWBC, Pleasant View............. $6,306.85
Hendersonville FWBC, Hendersonville .......... $2,128.00

OTHER CHURCHES

Hurricane Chapel FWBC, McEwen .................. $1,428.33

Other Churches...................................................... $9,962.00

LaVergne FWBC, LaVergne .............................. $2,350.00

Grace For The World Ministries, Dickson...... $9,150.00
McMinnville First FWBC ......................................... $812.00

Liberty FWBC, Portland ....................................... $2,715.54

Thank you for your gifts to support the State Association work. All checks should be made payable to
Tennessee State Association of Free Will Baptists and mailed in the enclosed self-addressed envelope.

The Unified Ministry Plan of Support
DECEMBER 1, 2020 – FEBRUARY 28, 2021

INCOME:

DISTRIBUTIONS:

180 FWBC, Clarksville.................................................999.00

Jackson Chapel FWBC, Mosheim ......................... 300.00

TN State Office ......................................................... 21,800.91

Appalachian Association of FWB............................ 127.66

Liberty Fellowship FWBC, Johnson City........... 600.00

Scholarship Fund ...................................................... 2,368.20

Berean FWBC, Fairview............................................. 739.00

Liberty FWBC, Portland .......................................... 2,715.54

Retirement Fund ....................................................... 2,960.27

Bethlehem FWBC, Ashland City ..........................1,828.00

Limestone FWBC, Limestone..................................250.00

District Associations ................................................. 1,760.53

Brandon's Chapel FWBC, Bumpus Mills...............637.00

Loyal Chapel FWBC, Columbia.............................. 900.00

TN Home Missions ................................................... 4,440.42

Cane Ridge FWBC, Antioch......................................472.49

Individuals...................................................................... 200.00

TN International Missions...........................................740.07

Cofer's Chapel FWB Church, Nashville............ 2,500.00

New Hope FWBC, Joelton...................................... 2,175.00

FWB Family Ministries............................................ 6,660.60

Cornerstone FWBC, Murfreesboro........................230.00

Oak Grove FWBC, Charlotte.................................... 249.00

TN Christian Education Board ............................... 1,628.18

Cross Roads FWBC, Lawrenceburg..................... 600.00

Oak Grove FWBC, Greeneville ................................... 95.63

TWAC................................................................................ 592.06

Cross Timbers FWBC, Nashville ............................. 306.26

Oakwood FWBC, Woodlawn................................... 100.00

TN Master's Men ........................................................... 592.06

Donelson Fellowship, Nashville ............................5,804.16

Rejoice FWBC, Antioch ............................................1,507.52

TN Media Commission ............................................... 689.04

Doran Addition FWBC, Mt. Carmel ............................ 5.00

Richland FWBC, Nashville ........................................ 850.03

TN Music Commission .................................................344.57

Faith FWBC, Columbia ...............................................202.53

Stoney Point FWBC, Vanleer.................................. 600.00

NAFWB Together Way ............................................13,617.22

Faith FWBC, Oakland................................................. 100.00

Union Chapel FWBC, Chuckey .............................. 600.00

International Fellowship ............................................. 148.02

Fellowship FWBC, Kingsport ...................................150.00

United FWBC, Dickson .............................................2,179.98

National Convention Fund..........................................888.10

First FWBC, Elizabethton ........................................ 600.00

Valley View FWBC, Loudon ........................................145.81

TOTAL DISTRIBUTIONS ................................ 59,230.25

FWB Foundation (Endowment earnings) .... 22,462.20

Victory FWBC, Jackson............................................. 250.00

Good Springs FWBC, Pleasant View.................. 3,515.80

West Greene FWBC, Mosheim................................ 1,191.70

Hardin Valley FWBC, Knoxville ................................. 50.00

Wooddale FWBC, Knoxville......................................1,122.61

Hendersonville FWBC, Hendersonville ............... 440.00

TOTAL INCOME.............................................. 59,230.25

Hurricane Chapel FWBC, McEwen ...................... 1,428.33
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