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C h r i s t o p h e r  D o t s o n  
Chosen As Tennessee's New State Director 

In a news release sent out by Clerk Je� Caudill on
July 29, 2019,  "The Executive Committee of the 
Tennessee State Association of Free Will Baptists is 
pleased to announce that Chris Dotson has been 
selected to serve as the next Tennessee State Director. 
The Committee selected Brother Chris through the 
di�cult process of reviewing the resumes of several 
good men; interviewing some very quali�ed 
candidates; and by seeking God’s direction through 
persistent prayer."

In September, Chris, age 49, concluded a 29 year pastorate at Peace Free 
Will Baptist Church in Morristown, �ve years as an associate of the late
Rev. Howard Munsey, and 25 years as the lead pastor. Peace Church is  
better known as the "Blue Church" in Morristown because of its 
recognizable beautiful blue color as one enters the city of Morristown on 
the Davy Crockett Parkway. In addition to pastoring Peace, Chris serves
as a volunteer chaplain with the Morristown Police Department, Tennessee 
Highway Patrol, and the United States Secret Service.  He is a graduate of 
Carson-Newman University and Bob Jones University Seminary.  

Chris and his talented wife, Rebecca, have two grown sons. Philip and
his wife Molly are stationed at the U. S. Army Rose Barracks in Vilseck, 
Germany, where he serves as an armor division o�cer.  Andrew is engaged 
to Erika, and is a deputy sheri� in Je�erson County, TN.  Chris brings a 
plethora of experience to the position. He will begin working alongside 
Glenn Poston, current director, on October 1, 2019.  Brother Glenn will 
conclude his tenure as director on December 31, 2019. Please be in 
prayer for both of these men, as well as the Peace Church, during this 
time of transition.

The Tennessee State Association 
MAINSTAY SUITES AND CONFERENCE CENTER 
410 Pine Mountain Road, Pigeon Forge, TN 37863

(888) 428-8350

THEME: "GENERATIONS"
PSALMS 145:4 

"One generation shall praise thy works to another,
and shall declare thy mighty acts."

SPEAKERS
Glenn Poston  •  Chris Dotson  •  Corey Minter

Ana Batts  •  Mitzi Satter�eld
Eric Puschmann  •  David Reece

The eighty-second session of the Tennessee State 
Association of Free Will Baptists will convene
in Pigeon Forge, November 11-13, 2019.
Glenn Poston, will address the theme, 
"Re�ecting on the past." Chris Dotson will 
expound on "Relating to the present." 
Corey Minter will speak to "Reaching to the 
future." We are trying something new this year 
with "breakout" sessions--one for the men and 
one for the women. The breakouts will use the 
technique of “Ted Talks.” What are TED Talks? 
The slogan of TED Talks is "Ideas worth 
spreading." Men meet in one room and women 
in another. We have invited an older person and 
younger person to speak 20 minutes each, two 
men and two women. Mitzi Satter�eld and Ana 
Batts will serve as our women's presenters and  
David Reece and Eric Puschmann will represent 
our men.  Allen Pointer will MC the men’s session 
and Ida Lewis will MC the breakout for women. 
We are sure our younger folks have some ideas 
they want our older folks to consider and 
likewise there are many things the older folks 
would like to share with the younger folks.

MAKE PLANS TO ATTEND
 Tennessee State Association

November 11-13, 2019



As I See It
by Glenn Poston

This article will be my last 
editorial for Echo. The next 
issue (January) will be done 
by Chris Dotson, the man that 

will replace me. I have the utmost con�dence in 
Chris. I believe he will do a superb job. My prayer and 
deep desire is that all of you will get behind him 
and support him. He deserves to be given a chance
to succeed. I followed a legend 13 years ago,
Dr. Charles Thigpen. Dr. Thigpen was an honorable 
man and he encouraged me greatly. His integrity
 and reputation has been without question and he 
allowed me to do things my own way. He never 
criticized me or tried to ask me to be him. He told me 
once, "Glenn, everybody is di�erent." It's a good 
thing he didn't want me to be him. There will never 
be another Charles Thigpen, and there will never be 
another Glenn Poston. (Thank God) Serving as 
promotional director for the wonderful pastors and 
people in our Tennessee churches has been the 
highlight of my 45 years of full-time ministry.
 Thank you for giving me a chance. Your words of 
a�rmation have meant so much to me. A couple of 
weeks ago, I visited one of our retired preachers.
He was in the hospital. He has cancer and to make 
matters worse, he is su�ering from dementia and 
Alzheimer's. His mind is slipping, but on that day,
he seemed to have his faculties pretty much intact. 
We prayed together and as I and another fellow 
preacher got ready to leave him, he stopped us.
He looked at us intently and with tears in his eyes,
he asked us one speci�c request. He said, "Would you 
please pray that this disease I have would not cause 
me to say anything to these nurses and doctors here 
that would bring reproach on my Lord." He realized 
his journey was about to come to an end and he 
wanted to �nish his race without bringing reproach 
on his Lord. The desire of my life is that God will 
allow me to �nish well. I too, do not want to bring 
reproach on my Lord or His church. I don't know how 
many more years I have to live. I really don't know 
what the Lord has planned for me beyond December 
31, but my prayer is that whether it's one year or 
twenty years, I just want to �nish well. As I see it, 
�nishing well is a worthy ambition.

Join hundreds of students and sponsors from 
across Tennessee and surrounding states 
November 8-10. Take advantage of the fun
of Pigeon Forge has to o�er, from hiking in the 
Smoky Mountains to shopping, to the “fastest 
in Pigeon Forge” go-kart track two blocks from 
the retreat hotel.

This year’s retreat music will be led once again 
by Ryan Lewis, worship leader at Cofer’s Chapel 
FWB Church in Nashville, Tennessee.

Register by Friday, October 18, to reserve 
your rooms! Rooms cost $375 (approximately 
$93 per attendee). However, a room can house 
up to six people, reducing per-student retreat 
costs if you choose to put more than four to
a room. For more information visit the o�cial 
site at tncelink.com 

Many have asked if we will have a spring 
retreat next year. Yes, by all means! 
Our new state director is planning the 
retreat and he will announce details soon.
It will still be held at the Mainstay Suites
and the date is con�rmed for March 9-11.
Put it on your calendar.

Tennessee Women Active For Christ -
Our Faithfulness to Our Faithful God
By Micah Walkley

Greetings fellow brothers and sisters in Christ! 
We are so excited about our retreat in Pigeon Forge on September 19-21.
 It is always a wonderful time to get together and fellowship with other 
believers in our state and to re¦ect on our personal spiritual growth. 
This year the theme is "Our Faithfulness to Our Faithful God" and it will 
deal with the di�cult topic of addiction.  We have over 100 ladies registered 
from all over our state to attend this retreat. The ladies are planning to 
donate devotional books and Bible study materials for our fundraiser as 
well as door prizes for our drawings and giveaways. This retreat will be a 
great time of fun, fellowship, and personal growth. 

We wanted to extend a special thank you to Sarah Bracey, Jim McComas, 
and Sterl Paramore for being willing to come and share their words of 
wisdom and inspirational testimonies. We pray that God will use this 
amazing group of speakers to open our eyes and hearts to those around us 
who are struggling with addictions and looking to us to be the hands and 
feet of Christ. We would also like to thank the Agee Family for agreeing to 
provide our music and singing for us this year. I am personally looking 
forward to hearing this group of talented singers. I have heard many 
WAC members tell me that his will be a blessing and a treat that you don't 
want to miss. In December we will share more details about our speakers 
and the information that was shared at this retreat well as a �nal count of 
o�erings received during our retreat. So watch for the December ECHO 
Newsletter for more information. 

Be in prayer for all the ladies involved in this retreat. Pray for our attendees to 
feel their spirit motivated to reach those struggling with addictions. Pray for 
our speakers as well to be moved by the Holy Spirit to share what God has 
laid on their hearts and that the message moves those that God has placed 
there to hear it. Pray also for our workers who are tirelessly striving to make 
this retreat an invigorating and informative experience for every woman in 
attendance. Also pray that every person who hears the message will carry it 
into their personal lives and use it to help our family and friends struggling 
with addiction and to bring glory to God in all that we do.

We look forward to seeing all of you ladies soon! Until then, "The Lord bless 
you and keep you; the Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious 
to you; the Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace." - 
Numbers 6:24-26

*Editor's Note - Due to the publication dates of Echo, this article was a little 
early to put in the summer issue and a little late for the fall issue. Forgive us if 
you are reading this after the fact.

RETREAT
2020

Spring

Schedule for the Eighty-second
Session of the Tennessee State Association

N o v e m b e r  1 1 - 1 3 ,  2 0 1 9

SPEAKERS

MONDAY:
5:00 PM - 7:00 PM Registration
7:00 PM - 9:00 PM Worship Service

TUESDAY:
8:30 AM  - 10:45 AM Business Session
10:45 AM - 11:00 AM Recess
11:00 AM - 12:00 PM Breakout Sessions
12:00 PM - 1:00 PM WMO Complimentary Lunch
1:00 PM - 7:00 PM Free time   
7:00 PM - 9:00 PM Worship Service

WEDNESDAY:
8:30 AM - 9:30 AM Worship Service
10:00 AM - 11:00 AM Final Business Session

We hope you are making plans to attend. Please make reservations
by calling the hotel directly at 888-428-8350. Be sure to identify 
yourself with the Tennessee State Association of Free Will Baptists.
If you try to do it online, you probably will get a message that no 
rooms are available. That’s because we have a room block until 
October 10. It is imperative this year that you make your 
reservations by October 10 if you want to be assured of a room
at the Mainstay.  Rooms may or may not be available after 
October 10.  The rooms are $85 per night.

Glenn Poston Chris Dotson Corey Minter Ana Batts

Mitzi Satter�eld Eric Puschmann David Reece
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N e w s  o f  I n t e r e s t  
From Across The State

• KENNETH KIRBY has retired after 60 Years of Ministry. He began  
 preaching in 1958. In 1965, he organized the First FWB Church in  
 McMinnville, TN. After pastoring in Georgia and Alabama for  
 several years, he moved back to Tennessee and traveled with a  
 gospel quartet for two and a half years, In 1979, he organized
 the Victory FWB Church  where he served for 40 years until
 his retirement in January. Thank you, Bro. Ken for your
 faithful service.
• CHURCHES LOOKING FOR STAFF - Several churches in Tennessee  
 are looking for pastors, associate pastors, youth  and music
 ministers. 
• LOYAL CHAPEL IN COLUMBIA is begging for an associate to work  
 with the youth ministry. Contact Pastor Steve Swango if you are  
 interested. His number is 931-388-8444. 
• PEACE FREE WILL BAPTIST IN MORRISTOWN is receiving
 resumes to replace Brother Chris Dotson who has accepted the
 job as the state promotional director. This is a great church.
 If you are interested, submit all inquiries, resumes, letters of  
 intent, and supporting documents electronically to   
 MyBlueChurch@gmail.com. No US Mail please.
• EASTSIDE FREE WILL BAPTIST IN ELIZABETHTON is seeking a
 music minster. Call the pastor Justin Deaton if you are interested.
 His number is 423-342-0329.
• VICTORY FREE WILL BAPTIST CHURCH, McMinnville is   
 desperately seeking a pastor. Brother Ken Kirby says it's a small  
 but  loving and uni�ed church, located just 75 miles from   
 Nashville, 20 miles o� I-24. The number to call is 931-668-9573.
 Leave a message.

We're glad to report several churches who were looking for 
pastors have secured one. 
• GREG FAWBUSH has accepted the position at Cane Ridge FWB  
 Church in Nashville.  
• MATT HONEYCUTT has gone to Harper Road Church in Joelton. 
• DR. DANNY DWYER is now the pastor of Rock Springs FWB
 in Charlotte.
• The Parker's Chapel Church in Kingsport has called CHRIS CASTLE.  
 Brother Chris had been at Phipps Bend in Surgoinsville for a
 long time.
• SETH PRICE has gone to Cookeville FWB Church. They were  
 without a pastor several months.
• ANDY PATTERSON has left Trinity in Erwin and gone to
 Smithville FWB Church.

R o c k  S p r i n g s  a n d
C o v e n a n t  M e r g e

A historic event worth celebrating happened in
June of this year. Under the capable leadership of one
of their pastors, Dr. Danny Dwyer, two churches in the 
same small rural community near Charlotte, TN 
made the decision to reunite after over 40 years
of maintaining two separate congregations. 
According to Dr. Dwyer, "In the Lord's timing and His 
providential leadership, the pastor of Rock Springs,
Rev. Matt Honeycutt, was led to another ministry."
This opened the door for the leaders of the two 
churches to discuss the possibility of reuniting with 
Dwyer as the pastor of both congregations. 

According to Dr. Dwyer, "The decision to reunite was a 
tough decision for both. It meant closing one church 
that had existed for over 40 years and the memories of 
ministry and relationships associated with that church. 
Plus, there are complicated decisions about the 
facilities, material assets, and �nancials. Although most 
of the members at Covenant had known most of the 
members at Rock Springs for many years, there would 
still be adjustments to make."

Rock Springs extended their arms to the possibilities, 
and joyfully, though with a little apprehension on
both sides, welcomed the opportunity to assimilate
the members of Covenant into the membership of
Rock Springs. It is apparent that both congregations 
have an opportunity to a fresh future together.
Dr. Dwyer concluded by saying, "Not all churches can, 
not all churches will, but some churches can and 
should, prayerfully, consider reuniting."

Pastor Appreciation Month was established in 
1992 to honor those who serve in ministry.
It was based on 1 Timothy 5:17 where Paul 
admonished Timothy, "Let the elders that rule well, 
be counted worthy of double honor, especially they 
who labor in the word and doctrine." As the editor 
of Echo and as someone who pastored local 
churches for almost 35 years before coming to 
serve in this o�ce,  I would like to share my 
perspective on Pastor Appreciation Month. 
First, most pastors do not serve so that they can 
get recognition. They serve because God called 
them to the role. They feel somewhat con�icted 
and timid to even say anything about Pastor 
Appreciation Month. Most pastors certainly
would not even call attention to it themselves. 
Doing so would make them feel self-serving.
That being stated, everyone likes feeling 
appreciated. Even those who are humble,
faithful, and gracious. They like to feel 
appreciated. They are not looking for a gift.
 They are not expecting a new car or a cruise to 
Alaska. You don't have to throw a big party for
him and his family. But, a nice handwritten card,
a phone call to let him know you appreciate his 
service  or an arm around his shoulder between 
Sunday School and preaching is always in order. 
Don't get me wrong, gift cards to take his
family out to eat, small gifts, a heartfelt  e-mail,
or a "brag" on Facebook about my pastor is always 
appreciated. The worst thing you can do is ignore 
your pastor and his family. Ministry is di�cult.
You can make it a little easier on him especially 
during Pastor Appreciation Month.

O c t o b e r  I s
Pastor

Appreciation
M o n t h  

R o b i n e t t e
Hired as  New Chief Operating O�cer 

Free Will Baptist Family Ministries is pleased to 
announce that Jim Robinette has been hired as 
the new COO (Chief Operating O�cer) of the 
ministry. Jim holds an undergraduate degree 
from Bowling Green University and an MBA from 
Liberty University. He brings to Family Ministries 
nearly three decades of highly successful

management experience, having recently retired as the Global launch 
planning and workforce manager for Ford Motor Company. Robinette 
shared,  “To be able to use my business experience in a ministry that 
reaches the most broken and vulnerable among us is a dream come 
true. I look forward to helping continue the 80 year legacy of such a 
�ne organization. “ Jim, 55, has been married to Tammy for 32 years. 
They have one son, Preston, who is 28. They recently relocated from 
Northeast Ohio to their new home in Jonesborough, Tennessee. 
Jim began his new role at Family Ministries on August 1.



N e w s  o f  I n t e r e s t  
From Across The State

• KENNETH KIRBY has retired after 60 Years of Ministry. He began  
 preaching in 1958. In 1965, he organized the First FWB Church in  
 McMinnville, TN. After pastoring in Georgia and Alabama for  
 several years, he moved back to Tennessee and traveled with a  
 gospel quartet for two and a half years, In 1979, he organized
 the Victory FWB Church  where he served for 40 years until
 his retirement in January. Thank you, Bro. Ken for your
 faithful service.
• CHURCHES LOOKING FOR STAFF - Several churches in Tennessee  
 are looking for pastors, associate pastors, youth  and music
 ministers. 
• LOYAL CHAPEL IN COLUMBIA is begging for an associate to work  
 with the youth ministry. Contact Pastor Steve Swango if you are  
 interested. His number is 931-388-8444. 
• PEACE FREE WILL BAPTIST IN MORRISTOWN is receiving
 resumes to replace Brother Chris Dotson who has accepted the
 job as the state promotional director. This is a great church.
 If you are interested, submit all inquiries, resumes, letters of  
 intent, and supporting documents electronically to   
 MyBlueChurch@gmail.com. No US Mail please.
• EASTSIDE FREE WILL BAPTIST IN ELIZABETHTON is seeking a
 music minster. Call the pastor Justin Deaton if you are interested.
 His number is 423-342-0329.
• VICTORY FREE WILL BAPTIST CHURCH, McMinnville is   
 desperately seeking a pastor. Brother Ken Kirby says it's a small  
 but  loving and uni�ed church, located just 75 miles from   
 Nashville, 20 miles o� I-24. The number to call is 931-668-9573.
 Leave a message.

We're glad to report several churches who were looking for 
pastors have secured one. 
• GREG FAWBUSH has accepted the position at Cane Ridge FWB  
 Church in Nashville.  
• MATT HONEYCUTT has gone to Harper Road Church in Joelton. 
• DR. DANNY DWYER is now the pastor of Rock Springs FWB
 in Charlotte.
• The Parker's Chapel Church in Kingsport has called CHRIS CASTLE.  
 Brother Chris had been at Phipps Bend in Surgoinsville for a
 long time.
• SETH PRICE has gone to Cookeville FWB Church. They were  
 without a pastor several months.
• ANDY PATTERSON has left Trinity in Erwin and gone to
 Smithville FWB Church.

R o c k  S p r i n g s  a n d
C o v e n a n t  M e r g e

A historic event worth celebrating happened in
June of this year. Under the capable leadership of one
of their pastors, Dr. Danny Dwyer, two churches in the 
same small rural community near Charlotte, TN 
made the decision to reunite after over 40 years
of maintaining two separate congregations. 
According to Dr. Dwyer, "In the Lord's timing and His 
providential leadership, the pastor of Rock Springs,
Rev. Matt Honeycutt, was led to another ministry."
This opened the door for the leaders of the two 
churches to discuss the possibility of reuniting with 
Dwyer as the pastor of both congregations. 

According to Dr. Dwyer, "The decision to reunite was a 
tough decision for both. It meant closing one church 
that had existed for over 40 years and the memories of 
ministry and relationships associated with that church. 
Plus, there are complicated decisions about the 
facilities, material assets, and �nancials. Although most 
of the members at Covenant had known most of the 
members at Rock Springs for many years, there would 
still be adjustments to make."

Rock Springs extended their arms to the possibilities, 
and joyfully, though with a little apprehension on
both sides, welcomed the opportunity to assimilate
the members of Covenant into the membership of
Rock Springs. It is apparent that both congregations 
have an opportunity to a fresh future together.
Dr. Dwyer concluded by saying, "Not all churches can, 
not all churches will, but some churches can and 
should, prayerfully, consider reuniting."

Pastor Appreciation Month was established in 
1992 to honor those who serve in ministry.
It was based on 1 Timothy 5:17 where Paul 
admonished Timothy, "Let the elders that rule well, 
be counted worthy of double honor, especially they 
who labor in the word and doctrine." As the editor 
of Echo and as someone who pastored local 
churches for almost 35 years before coming to 
serve in this o�ce,  I would like to share my 
perspective on Pastor Appreciation Month. 
First, most pastors do not serve so that they can 
get recognition. They serve because God called 
them to the role. They feel somewhat con�icted 
and timid to even say anything about Pastor 
Appreciation Month. Most pastors certainly
would not even call attention to it themselves. 
Doing so would make them feel self-serving.
That being stated, everyone likes feeling 
appreciated. Even those who are humble,
faithful, and gracious. They like to feel 
appreciated. They are not looking for a gift.
 They are not expecting a new car or a cruise to 
Alaska. You don't have to throw a big party for
him and his family. But, a nice handwritten card,
a phone call to let him know you appreciate his 
service  or an arm around his shoulder between 
Sunday School and preaching is always in order. 
Don't get me wrong, gift cards to take his
family out to eat, small gifts, a heartfelt  e-mail,
or a "brag" on Facebook about my pastor is always 
appreciated. The worst thing you can do is ignore 
your pastor and his family. Ministry is di�cult.
You can make it a little easier on him especially 
during Pastor Appreciation Month.

O c t o b e r  I s
Pastor

Appreciation
M o n t h  

R o b i n e t t e
Hired as  New Chief Operating O�cer 

Free Will Baptist Family Ministries is pleased to 
announce that Jim Robinette has been hired as 
the new COO (Chief Operating O�cer) of the 
ministry. Jim holds an undergraduate degree 
from Bowling Green University and an MBA from 
Liberty University. He brings to Family Ministries 
nearly three decades of highly successful

management experience, having recently retired as the Global launch 
planning and workforce manager for Ford Motor Company. Robinette 
shared,  “To be able to use my business experience in a ministry that 
reaches the most broken and vulnerable among us is a dream come 
true. I look forward to helping continue the 80 year legacy of such a 
�ne organization. “ Jim, 55, has been married to Tammy for 32 years. 
They have one son, Preston, who is 28. They recently relocated from 
Northeast Ohio to their new home in Jonesborough, Tennessee. 
Jim began his new role at Family Ministries on August 1.



With The Lord
Absent from the body, present with the Lord! 

Howard “Howdy” Filkins entered his savior’s presence on August 31, 2019.
The 86-year-old experienced complications following an angioplasty. Howard and 
Joan “Jody” (Barnett) married December 25, 1955.  They had three sons, two of whom 
were teenagers, when they answered the call to missionary service. Howard and his 
wife Jody served in Côte d’Ivoire for 10 years, from 1972-1982. During that time they 

made an undeniable contribution to the physical and spiritual lives of dozens of missionary kids at 
the boarding school in Bouaké. Howard was also instrumental in some of the construction of 
buildings in Doropo.

Mrs. Geraldine “Jerry" Hall passed away August 2, 2019,  at the age of 94. She was 
born September 1, 1924, in Houston County, Alabama.  She worked as a clerk-typist
at Ft. Benning, Georgia, before entering the U.S. Navy (WAVES). She went through 
Boot Camp at Hunter College, Bronx, New York, and Hospital Corps School located at 
U.S. Naval Hospital, Bethesda, Maryland. She worked a few weeks in the naval 

hospital in Jacksonville, Florida before being sent to Parris Island, South Carolina, to handle Naval 
O�cer records in the Post Dispensary. At the end of World War II, she was discharged as Petty O�cer, 
Second Class. She married her ¡rst and only love, whom she had met while she was still in high 
school, James B. Hall, “J.B.” They moved to Nashville, Tennessee to attend Free Will Baptist College 
(now Welch College). She received degrees from the Bible College, and two degrees from George 
Peabody for Teachers in Nashville (now George Peabody for Teachers of Vanderbilt University), 
and correspondence work with University of Georgia, Athens, Georgia. In addition to her parents, 
she was preceded in death by her husband of 43 years, J.B. Hall

Harrold Harrison, 94, died peacefully on July 11, 2019, in Nashville.  Harrold was 
born in Henryetta, Oklahoma, in 1925. He was predeceased by his wife of 71 years 
Lauretta; his parents Eugene and Mabel Harrison; and six brothers and one sister.
He is survived by his daughter Marilyn Smith of Nashville; three sons, David and wife 
Eileen of Lincoln Park, MI, Paul and wife Diane of Huntsville, AL, and Je¤ and wife 

Sallie of Prague, OK. Harrold received his B.A. from Welch College and M.A. from Middle Tennessee 
State University. After several years of ministry as a pastor in Free Will Baptist churches, he worked for 
the National Sunday School Department, Randall House Publishers and Welch College. Harrold served 
in the Navy during World War II and never forgot those years and his experiences in the Paci¡c aboard 
the battleship U.S.S. Maryland. His war stories were fascinating and full of detail.

Dr. Ruby Gri�n Martin was born August 7, 1934, in Calhoun County Mississippi. 
Ruby Gri�n Martin entered her heavenly home on Friday, August 16, 2019. She 
attended Free Will Baptist College in the early 1950 but left to eventually attend 
medical school in Mississippi.  One of only three women in her medical school class of 
100 and the only female to graduate in her class of 1962, Ruby blazed a new trail for 

women by becoming one of the ¡rst female doctors in Mississippi. After she received her medical 
degree she departed for Ivory Coast, Africa to assist Dr. Laverne Miley in the clinic they were starting.

Jonathan Yandell, 60, passed from this life on June 20, 2019. He was a faithful 
servant of Christ who fought a valiant ¡ght with MS. Jonathan was born on October 
30, 1958, in Oklahoma City, OK. He attended Hillsdale Free Will Baptist College, which 
is now known as Randall University in Moore, OK.  Jonathan married the love of his 
life, Dianna Redfearn, and they were getting ready to celebrate 42 years of marriage. 

Ordained as a Pastor in 1980 in Tulare, CA, he worked as a Home Missionary in Sacramento, CA and 
later as Pastor at Garden Grove Free Will Baptist Church and was the Senior Editor for Randall House 
Publications from 2003 to 2016. He was a member of The Donelson Fellowship, and wrote, "Finding 
Hope In The Darkness". Surviving to carry on Jonathan's legacy is his wife, Dianna Yandell of Antioch; 
son, Joseph Taylor (wife, Amy) Yandell of Thousand Oaks, CA; daughter, Cassandra Jayne (husband, 
Nathan) Horath of Noble, OK.

2019 National
Association Summary
• The convention was held in
 Cincinnati, OH with the theme
 being "Lifted Up". 
• Over 4400 people registered for
 the convention. 
• On Tuesday afternoon the delegate   
 unanimously elected Dr. Eddie Moody   
 as the Executive Secretary of the
 National Association of FWB. 
• IM, Inc. reported 1044 baptisms   
 outside North America. 
• The FWB Foundation awarded
 22 grants totaling $500,000. 
• Welch College set a 34 year
 enrollment record. 
• NAM reported signi¡cant
 improvement in their ¡nancial   
 standing ¡nishing the year $300,000   
 in the black. 
• The Board of Retirement celebrated   
 50 years of providing a retirement
 program for employees of FWB
 ministries and announced the plan
 has grown to nearly $70 million
 in assets. 
• Delegates voted to approve the
 2020 denominational budget of
 $30.6 million

Just a Reminder
MISSION NORTH

AMERICA OFFERING
November 24, 2019

fwbnam.com



INCOME 
Berean FWB Church - Fairview ..................................$732.00
Bethlehem FWB Church - Ashland City .....................1,679.00
Brandon’s Chapel FWB Church  - Bumpus Mills............613.00
Cane Ridge FWB Church - Nashville .............................455.60
Carlisle FWB Church - Erin ...........................................748.60
Cofer’s Chapel FWB Church - Nashville .....................2,375.00
Corner Stone FWB Church - Murfreesboro ...................345.00
Covenant FWB Church - Southside ..............................700.00
Cross Roads FWB Church - Leoma ................................600.00
Cross Timbers FWB Church - Nashville .........................222.63
Donelson FWB Church - Nashville.............................3,883.62
Faith FWB Church - Columbia ......................................223.29
Faith FWB Church - Oakland ........................................400.00
Fellowship FWB Church - Kingsport ............................150.00
First FWB Church - Elizabethton ..................................750.00
First FWB Church - Newport ........................................672.00
Friendship FWB - Hampton .........................................100.00
Good Springs FWB Church - Pleasant View ...............2,658.02
Grace FWB Church Endowment ..............................14,249.60
Grove FWB Church - Smyrna ........................................722.00

Hardin Valley FWB Church - Knoxville............................50.00
Hendersonville FWB Church ........................................880.00
Hurricane Chapel FWB Church - McEwen..................2,767.03
Jackson Chapel FWB Church - Mosheim ......................300.00
Liberty Fellowship - Johnson City ................................600.00
Liberty FWB Church - Portland .................................1,400.00
Loyal Chapel FWB Church  - Columbia ......................1,200.00
New Hope FWB Church - Joelton ..............................3,625.00
Oak Grove FWB Church - Charlotte ..............................447.00
Oak Grove FWB Church - Greeneville ...........................125.00
Phipps Bend FWB Church - Surgoinsville ..................1,619.00
Rejoice FWB Church - Antioch .......................................50.00
Richland FWB Church - Nashville..............................1,429.68
Union Chapel FWB Church - Chuckey ...........................600.00
United FWB Church - Dickson ...................................4,203.40
Valley View FWB Church - Loudon ...............................185.96
Victory FWB Church - Jackson .....................................500.00
West Greene FWB Church - Greeneville .......................353.05
Wooddale FWB Church - Knoxville ...........................1,793.39
TOTAL INCOME ......................................... $54,407.87

DISTRIBUTIONS
State Office ...........................................................$19,148.13
Scholarship Fund ......................................................2,176.32
Minister’s Retirement Fund ......................................2,720.40
TN Home Missions ....................................................4,080.64
TN International Missions ............................................680.18
Family Ministries ......................................................6,320.94
TN Christian Education .............................................2,358.63
TWAC ..........................................................................544.07
TN Master’s Men ..........................................................544.07
National Together Way ...........................................12,513.79
International Fellowship .............................................136.10
National Convention Fund ........................................1,088.16
Appalachian Association ...............................................40.50
Cumberland Association ..............................................937.13
Smoky Mountain Association ........................................60.88
Toe River Association .......................................................1.50
Union Association .......................................................131.73
West Tennesee Association ..........................................454.49
Church Revitalization Fund..........................................470.21
TOTAL DISTRIBUTIONS ............................. $54,407.87

INCOME
Appalachian Association
Appalachian Association .............................................343.53
Doran Addition FWB Church - Kingsport .....................360.00
First FWB Church - Elizabethton ..................................750.00
First FWB Church - Johnson City ...............................2,495.30
Grace FWB Church - Johnson City .............................1,000.00
Liberty Fellowship - Johnson City ................................600.00
Marbleton FWB Church - Unicoi ...............................2,250.00
Watauga Valley FWB Church - Elizabethton .................125.00

Cumberland Association
Ashland City FWB Church .........................................3,300.00
Berean FWB Church - Fairview ....................................832.00
Bethel FWB Church - Ashland City ..........................23,028.40
Bethlehem FWB Church - Ashland City .....................8,993.00
Brandon’s Chapel FWB Church - Bumpus Mills .........1,603.00
Carlisle FWB Church - Dover ........................................748.60
Cane Ridge FWB Church - Nashville ..........................1,641.16
Cofer’s Chapel FWB Church - Nashville ...................12,172.99
Corner Stone FWB Church - Murfreesboro ...................671.00
Covenant FWB Church - Southside ...........................1,090.00
Cross Roads FWB Church - Lawrenceburg ....................600.00
Cross Timbers FWB Church - Nashville ......................8,902.15
Donelson Fellowship - Nashville.............................35,481.32
Dunbar Chapel Church - Indian Mound .......................150.00
Faith FWB Church - Columbia ......................................223.29
First FWB Church - Dickson ..........................................130.00
First FWB Church - Springfield .....................................580.00
First FWB Church - Waverly .........................................450.00
Good Springs FWB Church - Pleasant View ...............4,935.63
Heads FWB Church - Cedar Hill .................................8,950.09
Hendersonville FWB Church .....................................3,594.11
Hurricane Chapel FWB Church - Dickson...................2,892.03
LaVergne FWB Church ..............................................2,253.55
Liberty FWB Church - Portland .................................1,850.00

Loyal Chapel FWB Church - Columbia .......................1,200.00
Miller’s Chapel FWB Church - Charlotte ....................1,021.00
New Hope FWB Church - Joelton ............................49,027.54
Oak Grove FWB Church - Charlotte ..............................447.00
Oaklawn FWB Church - Chapmansboro ....................6,524.94
Oakwood FWB Church - Woodlawn ..........................2,215.00
Olivet FWB Church - Clarksville .................................1,683.24
Pleasant Hill FWB Church - Dover .............................1,801.45
Rejoice FWB - Nashville ...............................................570.00
Richland FWB Church - Nashville..............................2,469.44
Shady Grove FWB Church - Clarksville ......................1,031.16
United FWB FWB Church - Dickson ...........................4,663.40
Victory FWB Church - Springfield .............................1,277.25
Western Quarterly Association ....................................138.00

Liberty Association
Calvary FWB Church - Pikeville ....................................250.00
Cookeville FWB Church ................................................500.00
Crossville First FWB Church.......................................2,894.50
Smithville FWB Church .............................................8,820.16

Mountain Empire Fellowship
Fellowship FWB Church  - Kingsport.........................6,000.00

Smoky Mountains
Fairview FWB Church - Heiskell ................................1,472.00
Hardin Valley FWB Church  - Knoxville .........................100.00
Smoky Mountains Association.....................................150.00
Valley View FWB Church - Loudon ..........................11,598.82
Wooddale FWB Church - Knoxville ...........................1,793.39

Toe River Association
Friendship FWB Church - Hampton .............................100.00
Morgan Chapel FWB Church - Hampton ......................900.00

Union Association
Community Chapel FWB Church - Talbott ....................150.00
First FWB Church - Church Hill .....................................200.00
First FWB Church - Newport ........................................672.00
Grove FWB Church - Smyrna ........................................722.00
Harris Memorial FWB Church - Greeneville ...............1,440.00
Jackson Chapel FWB Church - Mosheim ......................300.00
Limestone FWB Church ............................................2,786.09
Oak Grove FWB Church - Greeneville ........................2,747.50
Peace FWB Church - Morristown ..............................2,120.00
Phipps Bend FWB Church - Surgoinsville ..................1,969.00
Unicoi FWB Church ......................................................240.00
Union Chapel FWB Church - Chuckey ...........................600.00
West Greene FWB Church - Moshiem ..........................353.05

West Tennessee Association
Faith FWB Church - Oakland ........................................400.00
Grace FWB Church Endowment ..............................63,995.61
Victory FWB Church - Jackson ..................................1,550.00

Other Churches
First FWB Church - McMinnville..............................$2,036.00
Grace For The World - Dickson ................................13,200.00

Miscellaneous
Individuals ..................................................................100.00
Interest on Savings ...................................................2,217.61
Re-Imbursement .........................................................810.00

Total Income ........................................ $340,253.30
Total Expenditures ................................ $344,648.43

Thank you for your gifts to support the State Association work.  
All checks should be made payable to Tennessee State 
Association of Free Will Baptists and sent to D. Ray Lewis, 
4132 Highlander Court, Antioch, TN  37013

Tennessee State Association  •  June 1, 2019 - August 31, 2019

The Unified Ministry Plan of Support  •  June 1, 2019 - August 31, 2019

This report includes only gifts sent to the Tennessee state treasurer, Ray Lewis • Gifts sent directly to other departments are not reflected in this report.
All checks should be made payable to TN State Association of Free Will Baptists and sent to: D. Ray Lewis • 4132 Highlander Court • Antioch, TN 37013
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Know of someone who might enjoy reading

Echo
Send their name and address to: 
glennposton@comcast.net
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Dates To Remember

November 8-10
TN State Youth Retreat, Mainstay, Pigeon Forge

November 11-13
 TN State Association, Mainstay, Pigeon Forge

November 24
 North American Missions O�ering

December 9-10
National Leadership Conference, 

Airport Marriott, Nashville

January 20-21
TN All-Boards Meeting, Mainstay, Pigeon Forge

March 9-11
TN Spring Retreat, Mainstay, Pigeon Forge

March 9-11
Welch College Forum, Gallatin, TN

NOTICE: 
The address for the state o�ce

will change in November. 

THE NEW ADDRESS IS AS FOLLOWS:
Tennessee State Association of Free Will Baptists

Chris Dotson, Director
2174 Le Conte Street, Morristown TN 37814

Phone: (423) 523-2887
E-mail: cdotson1700@gmail.com

All gifts should continue
to be sent to the state treasurer,

Ray Lewis,
4132 Highlander Court

Antioch, TN  37013


