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The Mountain Empire Fellowship of Free Will Baptists met for their annual 
meeting on May 7, 2016 at Fellowship Free Will Baptist Church in Kingsport 
(pastored by Bob Lewis) with over 120 in attendance. The relatively new 
fellowship of churches consists of four English speaking congregations,
three Spanish speaking congregations and two Hispanic mission works. 
There were attendees from 10 - 12 di�erent nations. The congregation was 
about half Spanish speaking and half English speaking. 

It may have been the �rst local Free Will Baptist association meeting to be
fully bilingual. All reports had to be interpreted for the Spanish speaking.
The worship songs were sung a verse in Spanish and then a verse in English. 
One of the Hispanic pastors, Hector Perez,  preached a tremendous message
in Spanish that had to be interpreted for the English speaking folks.
I also want to give thanks to missionary Matt Turnbough for a great job 
interpreting the message.

It was a wonderful time of worship. Believers from di�erent nations and 
with di�erent languages worshiping and praising the same God through the 
same Savior and empowered by the same Spirit. Attendees acknowledged it 
was a thrilling experience to worship together. If you would like more 
information about the Mountain Empire Fellowship, a new website was 
introduced at the meeting:  www.MountainEmpireFWB.com  It also has to 
have a translator program on it.  For more information you may also call me 
at 423-335-2713.
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As I See It
by Glenn Poston

In the preamble of the constitution of the
Tennessee State Association, our early leaders 
thoughtfully formulated the following statement.

“The State Association of Free Will Baptists in Tennessee
is designed to consolidate the e�ects of the di�erent associations 
of the state, to harmonize the work, to unify sentiment in the 
common cause of the Redeemer, and by fraternal interchange
of views among their members to promote the causes of 
the denomination and to stimulate growth in grace and 
in the knowledge of the Gospel truth.” 

A preamble is an introductory statement to outline an organization’s purpose, 
aims, and  justi�cation for existence. Notice the key words of our preamble: 
consolidate, harmonize, unify, promote, and stimulate. Anytime an 
organization gets away from its stated purposes and aims, it has a tendency 
to forget its justi�cation for existence. In my work as the promotional director, 
it is my desire to inspire and encourage our churches to stay true to the 
stated purposes of our association. Sometimes we need to be reminded. 
Sometimes we may even need to be prodded and provoked. Hebrews 10:24 
says, “And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to 
good works...” 

I would like to encourage each of you to enjoy the fellowship of one another 
in our associations—district, state and national. Let's  work together to 
harmonize our work, unify around our core purposes, promote the causes we 
feel so strongly about, and to stimulate one another to growth in grace and 
knowledge of the truth. Let us work diligently together to share the love of 
Christ around us and spread the gospel to the uttermost regions of the world.  
As I see it, this was our purpose for organizing in the beginning and still 
serves as a worthy guide as we go forward into the future.

GREETINGS FROM T WAC!  God is good and the weather is beautiful!
by Phyllis Gaw

For your information and planning, the TWAC Women’s Retreat will be October 5-7, 2017.   We will meet at Main Stay Suites
in Pigeon Forge, TN. We hope you will make your plans to attend.   We will have more information later this year.  If you would like 
to have information sent to you and your church, please email Phyllis Gaw at pgaw@tntech.edu and give her your name, 
church name and your e-mail address. We will make a master list and send the information to you. 

Also, remember the "Welch College Library Fund" which we have adopted as our project for the next two years.  
Please send your donations  to Jessica Edwards and she will forward the money on to Welch College.

With the Lord

Milton Crowson, 86, died peacefully in his sleep on June 6, 
2016 in Nashville. He and his wife Martha celebrated 67 
years of marriage on April 9. Crowson pastored churches 
in South Carolina, Alabama, and Tennessee before being 
called to Nashville in 1968 to teach at Free Will Baptist 
Bible College (now Welch College). He earned degrees

from Welch College as well as Bob Jones University. He is survived by his wife 
Martha Crowson; son Allan  Crowson (LaRue); daughter Susan Turnbough 
(Je� ); and son Je� Crowson and eight grandchildren.

Jonas Revis, Elizabethton, died on May 26, 2016 at the
age of 72. He was a native of Marion, North Carolina
and began preaching when he was 18 years old.
He pastored a number of Free Will Baptist churches in
East Tennessee, most recently the Pearce's Chapel Free

Will Baptist Church in Hampton. He also served on the Board of Trustees
for Free Will Baptist Family Ministries for a number of years and was past 
treasurer for 28 years of the Ministers Conference of the Jack's Creek 
Association. He is survived by his wife of 52 years, Ruth Ann Parker Revis; 
daughter Rebecca Taylor (Mickey); daughter Amanda Colbaugh (Tim); 
and a son Mark Revis (Ti�any); and four grandchildren.

Jack Williams died Friday, April 29, 2016, at age 73. 
Jack had struggled to regain his health since a 
November 2012 stroke left him partially paralyzed. 
A native of Louisiana, he started preaching as a teenager, 
accepting his �rst church at age 17. His ministry spanned 
60 years. He completed a B. A. degree in 1966 from 

Welch College, an M. A. from Sacramento Baptist Theological Seminary in 
1973, and a Ph.D from Louisiana Baptist University in 1976. He met his wife, 
Janis Wilcox, while at Welch College. From 1959-1969, Jack pastored churches 
in Louisiana, Tennessee, and Arkansas. He then accepted a role as academic 
dean at California Christian College where he remained for eight years. 
In 1977, Jack began his life’s work as editor of Contact magazine and 
executive assistant for the Free Will Baptist Executive O�ce, a role that 
included the planning of the annual convention. He is survived by his wife 
Janis Williams; a daughter Rebecca Deel (Ricardo) and a son Brad Williams 
(Tina) and four grandchildren.

Approximately seven years ago, God put a burden on our hearts to open a 
Maternity Home in Greene County, TN, that would work in conjunction with
the ministry of the Hope Center.  In the spring of 2015, God led a couple of 
business men and their families to join in the journey of making this dream
a reality and sharing what God had blessed them with to open this facility.  

We are in the early planning stages for this maternity home. We have only 
received the �rst rough drawing from the architect. The Lord has provided
a building right next door to the Hope Center which will be renovated and 
expanded to open a �ve apartment Maternity/Independent Home with live-
in sta�.  Even though we are in the early planning stages, we feel God has 
already blessed the Hope Center beyond measure and continues to provide
for His kingdom work.  We are starting a capital campaign to raise $400,000
to complete the renovations and to start scholarships for the clients.

Through this program, a mother will have to get a job and/or work
on getting her degree and will be learning basic life skills like cooking, budget 
managing, maintaining a household, and improving parenting skills.  This 
program is currently being developed and renovations will start this summer.  
For more information about this special project, contact us at 423/638-5433.

Free Will Baptist Family Ministries has been faithful in serving since 1939, 
and we exist today only because of the continued prayers and support from 
friends like you. We want to thank those who participated in our Mother’s Day 
O�ering in May and appreciate your steadfast response throughout the years 
to help meet our every need. Your unwavering commitment allows us to 
continue God’s kingdom work. I would like to say that in the history of this 
ministry, I have never witnessed a year of what I call a spiritual explosion
of growth at Family Ministries.

Allow me to share other accomplishments
for which we are praising God.

We average caring for 125 children daily in 
our residential programs in Tennessee and Arkansas.

 

Maggie House, our home in Charleston, AR, opened its doors in December 2015. 
We received our �rst three children on December 9. At the time of this report, 
30 children are calling Maggie House their home. The children are primarily 
made up of sibling groups. What a blessing to see them reunited after being 
in separate homes across the state of AR. 

Groundbreaking on a brand new campus at Fort Smith, AR, is well under way.
It will consist of four Residential Homes, and an Administration/Activities 
Building. It will be called the ‘Curt, Cli� & Opal Young Children’s Home’ in
honor of the benefactors, given through the estate of the Young family. 
Their gift of $1.875 million made this very special project possible.

In the near future, we will add to the ministry of the Hope Center, our crisis 
pregnancy/resource center in Greeneville, TN. We have prayed and been 
burdened for a number of years that one day we would be able to open a 
Maternity Home that we could provide a home for mother and her child. 
To God be the glory, we now have the building adjacent to the Hope Center! 
Renovations will begin later this year, to include 5 apartments for those
living there.

We are currently providing care for approximately 100 senior citizens in our
two assisted living facilities, Governor’s Bend, Erwin, TN & The Laurels, Wise VA. 
We are thankful to be able to o�er quality full service living where residents 
have the independence of living in their own suites with the freedom to do 
exactly as they like, all while enjoying the safety and services provided by 
an attentive 24-hour sta�. 
 
I could not personally care for 125 children, but with the help of God and 
our many friends, We Can!
 
I could not personally a�ord a beautiful place like the Maggie House that 
30 children call home, but with the help of God and our many friends, We Can!
 
I could never personally build a new campus in Fort Smith, AR, to serve
32 children, but with the help of God and our many friends, We Can!
 
I could not personally imagine providing for all the beautiful babies that are 
born to the clients served through the Hope Center, but with the help of God
and our many friends, We Can!
 
I could not personally o�er services to senior citizens, but with the help of 
God and our many friends, We Can!
 
I want to thank each of you for what you do for Family Ministries! 

In His Service,
Rev. Frank Woods
Executive Director
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Pastor Walter had just opened a Coke and was about to sit 
down with his family to eat sandwiches when someone 
clapped at the front gate. It was a dirty rough-looking 
character with an unruly beard who had been living on the 
streets and had stopped by to ask for something to eat. 
Walter gave him his Coke and one of the sandwiches he 
had prepared, along with a gospel tract. The man wadded 
up the tract, stuck it in his pocket and gladly reached for 
the food and drink. Three days later he was back again to 
ask for more food. Since the family had arrived a year 
earlier in the city of Limeira, Brazil, to plant a Free Will 
Baptist Church, they had received many people who 
came by begging. Word had gotten out that there was 
an evangelical pastor that lived there that would help.

About three months later, Rejane and I went to Limeira 
to participate in the Sunday morning service that Pastor 
Walter was holding in his home. When we arrived, he was 
in the town square in front of their home talking to a man. 
When he came back into the house, he told us that the man 
in the square caught his attention and had motioned for 
him to come over. The man asked him: “Do you know who
I am?” Pastor Walter had not recognized him. It was the 
beggar, but this time he was all cleaned up and shaven. 
He told his story.

"Three months ago I came to ask you for food. You gave me 
food and a tract. The tract stayed in my pocket for three 
days until one night I reached in my pocket and felt the 
tract. I pulled it out and started reading. Guilt came over 
me as I recognized that I was the only one to blame for the 
situation I was in. I had become a crack addict and an 
alcoholic. I lost everything I had and started living in the 
streets. When I realized my sinful condition I went looking 
for a church and entered the �rst one I found. I accepted 
the Lord Jesus that night. I have been drug-free for 
3 months and have found a job in a store. I am worshiping 
the Lord in the Assembly of God church where I got saved. 
I just came back to tell you thank you."

Pastor Walter invited him to come in and participate in 
our service that was about to begin, but he said he was 
on his way to see a family member who was living the 
same life he had lived. He wanted to tell him what 
Jesus had done for him.

A Coke, 
Sandwich,
and a Tract
by Dr. Kenneth Eagleton

News From 

Turnboughs 
Dear Family and Friends,

For the past year we have been traveling to churches and connecting with supporters to
express our heartfelt thanks and to give updates about what God is doing in Spain. 
With the unemployment rate reaching 27% in 2013, we feel like God had us in the right 
place at the right time. He used the social outreach ministry to help the church build 
important relationships in the community and to bring several individuals into a 
relationship with Christ (such as Luz and Virginia).
 
During our last term in Spain we also made some important contacts at a nearby 
university, which allowed us to get to know another group impacted by the economic 
crisis—university students. In the last few years, Spain has had the highest  
unemployment rate among young people in all of Europe. For these reasons, as we return 
to Spain tomorrow (June 12) we are looking to focus on this emergent generation through 
a strategy centered on the college-aged youth of Madrid. We will continue to support our 
Free Will Baptist church planting e�orts in the northwestern area of Madrid through 
discipleship and leadership training. We are also excited about increasing our focus on the 
university ministry. These college-aged individuals could potentially become future leaders 
and pastors of our churches and the nation of Spain. Our prayer is that the Holy Spirit 
would work in and through this younger generation to produce a genuine spiritual revival 
in Spain.  
 
It is because of your support that we have been able to work in Spain these last 13 years, 
and that we are able to return to Madrid this summer. Thank you very much!
 
There are three prayer requests we would like to share with you:
 1. Please pray for us as we transition back to Spain in June, that the Lord would grant
  us wisdom and courage as we locate a new place to live, get settled back in and seek
  to initiate a new ministry.
 2. Please pray for spiritual protection of our children. They are the only Evangelical   
  Christians in their schools and de�nitely face challenges as a result of this situation.
 3. Thirdly, we ask that you please continue to pray for our �nancial support—that it will  
  stay strong enough so that we can successfully complete our four-year term in Spain.

We are thankful for the opportunities the Lord gave us the last few years we were in Spain 
and are looking forward to getting back to continue His work.
 
We are so grateful for your support and prayers. You are a very important part of what God
has been doing in the spiritually needy nation of Spain.
 
¡Gracias! Thank you!
Ma�hew and Brooke Turnbough

The

The Kivettes, 180 Church, Clarksville  
by Chad Kivette

John Quincy Adams said, "If your actions inspire others to dream more, learn more, do more and become more, you are a leader." 
Dreaming about the future has almost been lost in our current society. It also seems that we stop learning when we graduate from school. 
This leads to doing less and becoming mediocre at best. We need to develop strong leaders in our church. People in churches today need to 
become passionate about Christ and His Word.

I want to share a story about a family that came to our yard sale over a year ago. This family bought several items that would not �t in the car. I volunteered to take the 
items to their home under one condition; they would have to come to church the next day. We shook hands and the deal was made. Well, the next day came, and he 
held up his end of the bargain. The gentleman has a wife, three daughters and a  son. So, obviously we were a bit happy that day. You never know how God will use 
things in life. A simple yard sale turned into a family coming to church, but that isn't the end of the story. Not long after they started attending our church, the 
gentleman was deployed. This left his wife and four kids to take care of things until he returned. 

As time passed, we witnessed all three girls accepting Christ as their Savior. A couple of months ago the mom found out she has breast cancer and immediately started 
treatments. I never dreamed we could be put in a family's life at a more perfect time, but God knew. Last Sunday, the son came to the altar and gave his life to the 
Lord. Can you imagine when the dad gets home from being deployed what a di�erence he will �nd in his family? We have eight men and women deployed right now 
serving our country. Several others are away for training. I receive messages almost daily from some of them because they are so excited to be forgiven of their sins 
and on their way to Heaven.

My newfound excitement is for those who are dreaming, learning, doing, and becoming more. Pray for our church and these families that are going through so much 
right now. Also, thank you for continuing to support this work. We are hoping to go self-supporting at the end of the year. We are doing everything we can to have 
the church ready for that leap. So, if you could just hang in there with us for a little while longer, it would be greatly appreciated.

Former Tennessee Pastor Retires A Second Time
by G. C. (George) Lee

As I observed my 85th birthday on May 19, 2016,
my mind went back to the days of my childhood
and being raised in a little town in Mississippi.
My father was pastor of many small, mostly rural,

Free Will Baptist churches dotted across northeast Mississippi. He pastored my 
home church, New Gauley, for 60 years.

I was the only boy in our family of six sisters. I was the baby of our family. I have 
often wondered what it would been like to have had a brother. My sisters helped 
raise me and from what they say, "I was a handful." Jack Williams was probably 
correct when he wrote in the introduction of my book and said, "It's a wonder 
his sisters didn't kill him when they had the chance."
 
As I re¨ect on my life, I truly stand amazed at the way God has led and blessed 
me with so much more than I deserved. As a teen I was o�ered the opportunity 
by James Blackwood to sing in a southern Gospel quartet. That dream became a 

reality when I joined the All American Quartet in Mount Vernon, IL as a 19 year 
old seeking to �nd his way in life. From there the Lord led  me to Free Will 
Baptist Bible College in Nashville, TN where I received a B. A. degree and found 
the most precious pearl of my life, Maurine Edwards, who became  my wife on 
August 8, 1951.
 
God gave us four wonderful children; Melinda, Mary, Tom and Paul. He allowed 
me to serve as pastor for churches in Nebraska, Tennessee, Georgia and North 
Carolina for 40 years. I've met hundreds of wonderful folk during my tenure. I've 
experienced countless blessings. I am thankful for God's blessings and His 
leadership. I am thankful for my roots, my heritage, my family, and my friends. 
My wife Maurine went to Heaven on April 22, 2015. On June 26, 2016  my 
pastoral ministry came to an end for a second time when I preached my last 
sermon at a small church God provided after my "oªcial" retirement. I would 
like to give a special thanks to Hood's Swamp Friends Meeting and to so many 
who have blessed and in¨uenced my life during my ministry.

FWB Clergy Decal Available

A very attractive "Clergy Decal" for  Free Will Baptist pastors has been designed by one of our pastors.  The decals may 
be applied  to the corner of the windshield of your car to identify as a pastor of a Free Will Baptist Church. If you would 
like to have one, please contact Rev. Kenneth Kirby at 316 Hoover Drive, McMinnville, TN  37110 or call 931/224-7998. 
There is a very small charge for mailing and handling.
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him to come over. The man asked him: “Do you know who
I am?” Pastor Walter had not recognized him. It was the 
beggar, but this time he was all cleaned up and shaven. 
He told his story.

"Three months ago I came to ask you for food. You gave me 
food and a tract. The tract stayed in my pocket for three 
days until one night I reached in my pocket and felt the 
tract. I pulled it out and started reading. Guilt came over 
me as I recognized that I was the only one to blame for the 
situation I was in. I had become a crack addict and an 
alcoholic. I lost everything I had and started living in the 
streets. When I realized my sinful condition I went looking 
for a church and entered the �rst one I found. I accepted 
the Lord Jesus that night. I have been drug-free for 
3 months and have found a job in a store. I am worshiping 
the Lord in the Assembly of God church where I got saved. 
I just came back to tell you thank you."

Pastor Walter invited him to come in and participate in 
our service that was about to begin, but he said he was 
on his way to see a family member who was living the 
same life he had lived. He wanted to tell him what 
Jesus had done for him.

A Coke, 
Sandwich,
and a Tract
by Dr. Kenneth Eagleton

News From 

Turnboughs 
Dear Family and Friends,

For the past year we have been traveling to churches and connecting with supporters to
express our heartfelt thanks and to give updates about what God is doing in Spain. 
With the unemployment rate reaching 27% in 2013, we feel like God had us in the right 
place at the right time. He used the social outreach ministry to help the church build 
important relationships in the community and to bring several individuals into a 
relationship with Christ (such as Luz and Virginia).
 
During our last term in Spain we also made some important contacts at a nearby 
university, which allowed us to get to know another group impacted by the economic 
crisis—university students. In the last few years, Spain has had the highest  
unemployment rate among young people in all of Europe. For these reasons, as we return 
to Spain tomorrow (June 12) we are looking to focus on this emergent generation through 
a strategy centered on the college-aged youth of Madrid. We will continue to support our 
Free Will Baptist church planting e�orts in the northwestern area of Madrid through 
discipleship and leadership training. We are also excited about increasing our focus on the 
university ministry. These college-aged individuals could potentially become future leaders 
and pastors of our churches and the nation of Spain. Our prayer is that the Holy Spirit 
would work in and through this younger generation to produce a genuine spiritual revival 
in Spain.  
 
It is because of your support that we have been able to work in Spain these last 13 years, 
and that we are able to return to Madrid this summer. Thank you very much!
 
There are three prayer requests we would like to share with you:
 1. Please pray for us as we transition back to Spain in June, that the Lord would grant
  us wisdom and courage as we locate a new place to live, get settled back in and seek
  to initiate a new ministry.
 2. Please pray for spiritual protection of our children. They are the only Evangelical   
  Christians in their schools and de�nitely face challenges as a result of this situation.
 3. Thirdly, we ask that you please continue to pray for our �nancial support—that it will  
  stay strong enough so that we can successfully complete our four-year term in Spain.

We are thankful for the opportunities the Lord gave us the last few years we were in Spain 
and are looking forward to getting back to continue His work.
 
We are so grateful for your support and prayers. You are a very important part of what God
has been doing in the spiritually needy nation of Spain.
 
¡Gracias! Thank you!
Ma�hew and Brooke Turnbough

The

The Kivettes, 180 Church, Clarksville  
by Chad Kivette

John Quincy Adams said, "If your actions inspire others to dream more, learn more, do more and become more, you are a leader." 
Dreaming about the future has almost been lost in our current society. It also seems that we stop learning when we graduate from school. 
This leads to doing less and becoming mediocre at best. We need to develop strong leaders in our church. People in churches today need to 
become passionate about Christ and His Word.

I want to share a story about a family that came to our yard sale over a year ago. This family bought several items that would not �t in the car. I volunteered to take the 
items to their home under one condition; they would have to come to church the next day. We shook hands and the deal was made. Well, the next day came, and he 
held up his end of the bargain. The gentleman has a wife, three daughters and a  son. So, obviously we were a bit happy that day. You never know how God will use 
things in life. A simple yard sale turned into a family coming to church, but that isn't the end of the story. Not long after they started attending our church, the 
gentleman was deployed. This left his wife and four kids to take care of things until he returned. 

As time passed, we witnessed all three girls accepting Christ as their Savior. A couple of months ago the mom found out she has breast cancer and immediately started 
treatments. I never dreamed we could be put in a family's life at a more perfect time, but God knew. Last Sunday, the son came to the altar and gave his life to the 
Lord. Can you imagine when the dad gets home from being deployed what a di�erence he will �nd in his family? We have eight men and women deployed right now 
serving our country. Several others are away for training. I receive messages almost daily from some of them because they are so excited to be forgiven of their sins 
and on their way to Heaven.

My newfound excitement is for those who are dreaming, learning, doing, and becoming more. Pray for our church and these families that are going through so much 
right now. Also, thank you for continuing to support this work. We are hoping to go self-supporting at the end of the year. We are doing everything we can to have 
the church ready for that leap. So, if you could just hang in there with us for a little while longer, it would be greatly appreciated.

Former Tennessee Pastor Retires A Second Time
by G. C. (George) Lee

As I observed my 85th birthday on May 19, 2016,
my mind went back to the days of my childhood
and being raised in a little town in Mississippi.
My father was pastor of many small, mostly rural,

Free Will Baptist churches dotted across northeast Mississippi. He pastored my 
home church, New Gauley, for 60 years.

I was the only boy in our family of six sisters. I was the baby of our family. I have 
often wondered what it would been like to have had a brother. My sisters helped 
raise me and from what they say, "I was a handful." Jack Williams was probably 
correct when he wrote in the introduction of my book and said, "It's a wonder 
his sisters didn't kill him when they had the chance."
 
As I re¨ect on my life, I truly stand amazed at the way God has led and blessed 
me with so much more than I deserved. As a teen I was o�ered the opportunity 
by James Blackwood to sing in a southern Gospel quartet. That dream became a 

reality when I joined the All American Quartet in Mount Vernon, IL as a 19 year 
old seeking to �nd his way in life. From there the Lord led  me to Free Will 
Baptist Bible College in Nashville, TN where I received a B. A. degree and found 
the most precious pearl of my life, Maurine Edwards, who became  my wife on 
August 8, 1951.
 
God gave us four wonderful children; Melinda, Mary, Tom and Paul. He allowed 
me to serve as pastor for churches in Nebraska, Tennessee, Georgia and North 
Carolina for 40 years. I've met hundreds of wonderful folk during my tenure. I've 
experienced countless blessings. I am thankful for God's blessings and His 
leadership. I am thankful for my roots, my heritage, my family, and my friends. 
My wife Maurine went to Heaven on April 22, 2015. On June 26, 2016  my 
pastoral ministry came to an end for a second time when I preached my last 
sermon at a small church God provided after my "oªcial" retirement. I would 
like to give a special thanks to Hood's Swamp Friends Meeting and to so many 
who have blessed and in¨uenced my life during my ministry.

FWB Clergy Decal Available

A very attractive "Clergy Decal" for  Free Will Baptist pastors has been designed by one of our pastors.  The decals may 
be applied  to the corner of the windshield of your car to identify as a pastor of a Free Will Baptist Church. If you would 
like to have one, please contact Rev. Kenneth Kirby at 316 Hoover Drive, McMinnville, TN  37110 or call 931/224-7998. 
There is a very small charge for mailing and handling.



Books 
WORTH CHECKING OUT

Founded Upon A Rock
by Dr. Dale Edwards Young

Saved in a blacksmith shop, William Henry Oliver 
was a minister, educator, author, dog lover, 
and singer. His character was shaped in his 

early years in Stewart County, TN. He turned down an appointment to 
West Point because he did not believe this was God’s calling on his life. 
While a student at Eureka College, he was a part of the college quartet that 
sang for a Billy Sunday crusade. Oliver was the rst pastor of East Nashville 
Free Will Baptist Church, working closely with Rev. JL Welch  at Cofer’s Chapel 
Free Will Baptist Church. He also pastored the Dunbar’s Chapel Free Will 
Baptist Church and Bethel Free Will Baptist Church, all in Middle Tennessee. 
His 35 years in public education, included serving as principal of East High in 
Nashville during World War II and serving as the last superintendent of 
Nashville City Schools. After leaving public education, Oliver taught at 
Belmont University and Free Will Baptist Bible College (now Welch College). 
Pictures in each chapter enhance the book. You may laugh and cry as you read 
this book. Included are his last years and his “graduation” day. He was faithful 
until death and “The Afterglow” he left still inspires many of us whose life he 
touched. This is a rewrite of the original book (c. 1977). Dale spent many hours 
with Mr. Oliver, reviewed letters and sermon notes and for this edition used 
much he wrote before his death in 1991. 

(About the author: Dr. Dale Edwards Young grew up in Dover, TN and attended Dunbar's Chapel Free 
Will Baptist Church in Indian Mound where William Henry Oliver was a pastor. Her book may be 
obtained by contacting her at 13074 Turtle Creek Pkwy, Gulfport, MS  39503.)

Feisty and Feminine
Book by Penny Young Nance

Tired of inauthentic prattle, CEO and president of Concerned 
Women for America Penny Young Nance is ready to change 
the way women today engage the culture. In her debut title,

Feisty & Feminine, she takes an honest and transparent look at what it means
to be a conservative Christian woman with thoughtful commentary on the
real issues confronting American women.
“Conservative women have never t neatly into stereotypes, especially 
conservative Christian women,” says Penny Young Nance. “We’re not the 
humorless, dim-witted ‘church ladies’ Saturday Night Live has made us out to be. 
Today’s conservative women are intelligent, well-educated, compassionate, 
accomplished, funny, and fearless—and it’s time for us to stand up and be 
heard. In fact, we have an opportunity like never before to o�er words of 
redemption to a world gone mad.” Accepting the baton of leadership from their 
foremothers, today’s conservatives have emerged as intelligent, hard-working 
women of faith who not only deal with issues like life and marriage, but are 
also advocates for the free market, for rights of conscience, and for female 
victims of radical Islam. Passionate about their role in society, they refuse to 
turn a blind eye to the sexual exploitation of women or the hypocrisy 
surrounding women’s issues.

(Editor's note: Penny Young Nance was raised in a Free Will Baptist pastor's home. She is the 
daughter of Rev. and Mrs. Eddie Young (Newport) and president of Concerned Women for America, 
an organization founded by Beverly LaHaye in 1978. Information about how to obtain the book 
may be found on the website of Concerned Women for America  www.cwfa.org ).

Pioneer Free Will Baptists Ministers Burial Locations in Tennessee 
by Alton Loveless

This book is taken from the two-volume set of more than 2600 Free Will Baptists across the nation a continuing project that has been ongoing 
for 10 years. Because of the size and expense the author has prepared an addition of each major state at an inexpensive edition.
“Dr. Alton Loveless and I served together on the Free Will Baptist Historical Commission. One of the qualities that impressed me about Alton 
was his commitment to and interest in Free Will Baptist history.  He has done careful and exhaustive research into the gravesites of 
denominational leaders, preachers, and missionaries for the past 250 years.” (Jack Williams)

(The book can be ordered from FWB publications at Alton.loveless@prodigy.net or from Amazon using this ISBN 978-1523638482)



INCOME
Appalachian Association ......................................$143.52
Bethlehem FWB Church - Ashland City ...................922.00
Brandon’s Chapel FWB Church  - Bumpus Mills.......641.00
Cane Ridge FWB Church - Nashville .....................1,478.35
Cofer’s Chapel FWB Church - Nashville ................1,875.00
Corner Stone FWB Church - Murfreesboro ..............270.00
Covenant FWB Church - Southside .........................675.00
Cross Roads FWB Church - Leoma ...........................600.00
Cross Timbers FWB Church - Nashville ....................299.09
Donelson FWB Church - Nashville .......................7,728.64
Doran Addition FWB Church - Mt. Carmel .................25.00
Faith FWB Church - Columbia .................................206.19
Faith FWB Church - Oakland ...................................300.00
Fellowship FWB Church - Kingsport .......................150.00
First FWB Church - Dickson .......................................50.00
First FWB Church - Elizabethton .............................600.00
First FWB Church - Surgoinsville .............................150.00
Five Points Fellowshp - Nashville............................187.50
Friendship FWB Church - Hampton ..........................75.00
Good Springs FWB Church - Pleasant View ..........2,123.11
Hardin Valley FWB Church - Knoxville.......................22.00

Harmony FWB Church - Hampton ..........................384.80
Hendersonville FWB Church ...................................880.00
Hurricane Chapel FWB Church - McEwen.............2,744.31
Individuals .............................................................200.00
Liberty Fellowship - Johnson City ...........................600.00
Limestone FWB Church ..........................................375.00
Loyal Chapel FWB Church  - Columbia ....................600.00
Madison FWB Church ..........................................1,000.00
Manchester FWB Church ........................................250.00
New Hope FWB Church - Joelton .........................2,075.00
Oak Grove FWB Church - Charlotte .........................270.00
Oak Grove FWB Church - Greeneville ......................125.00
Rejoice FWB Church - Antioch ................................300.00
Richland FWB Church - Nashville............................906.48
Union Chapel FWB Church - Chuckey ......................600.00
United FWB Church - Dickson ..............................5,338.36
Valley View FWB Church - Loudon ..........................223.45
Victory FWB Church - Jackson ................................441.00
West Greene FWB Church - Greeneville ..................469.25
Wooddale FWB Church - Knoxville ......................1,513.44
TOTAL INCOME ......................................... $37,817.49

DISTRIBUTIONS
State Office ......................................................$14,377.81
Scholarship Fund ....................................................756.36
Minister’s Retirement Fund .................................1,890.88
TN Home Missions ...............................................2,836.38
TN International Missions .......................................472.75
Family Ministries .................................................4,254.53
TN Christian Education ........................................1,040.04
TWAC .....................................................................378.20
TN Master’s Men .....................................................378.20
National Together Way ........................................8,319.84
International Fellowship ..........................................94.61
National Convention Fund ...................................1,512.69
Appalachian Association ..........................................41.06
Cumberland Association .........................................942.60
Mountain Empire Fellowship .....................................4.50
Smoky Mountain Association ...................................52.77
Toe River Association ................................................12.29
Union Association ....................................................51.57
West Tennesee Association .......................................22.23
Church Revitalization Fund.....................................378.18
TOTAL DISTRIBUTIONS .............................. $37,817.49

INCOME
Appalachian Association
Appalachian Association ........................................343.52
Doran Addition FWB Church - Mt. Carmel ...............552.00
First FWB Church - Elizabethton .............................600.00
First FWB Church - Johnson City ..........................1,377.68
Grace FWB Church - Johnson City ...........................772.00
Harmony FWB Church - Hampton .......................3,270.89
Liberty Fellowship - Johnson City ...........................600.00
Marbleton FWB Church - Unicoi ..........................2,250.00
Watauga Valley FWB Church - Elizabethton ............125.00

Cumberland Association
180 Church - Clarksville .......................................4,365.16
Ashland City FWB Church ....................................3,292.00
Bethel FWB Church - Ashland City .......................6,907.50
Bethlehem FWB Church - Ashland city ................6,645.00
Brandon’s Chapel FWB Church - Bumpus Mills ....1,772.00
Cane Ridge FWB Church - Nashville .....................6,183.07
Carlisle FWB Church - Tennessee Ridge...................100.00
Cofer’s Chapel FWB Church - Nashville ..............14,979.12
Corner Stone FWB Church - Murfreesboro ...........1,408.92
Covenant FWB Church -Southside ..........................675.00
Cross Roads FWB Church - Leoma ...........................600.00
Cross Timbers FWB Church - Nashville .................4,985.02
Cumberland Association .........................................511.40
Donelson FWB Church - Nashville .......................8,022.32
Faith FWB Church - Columbia .................................206.19
First FWB Church - Dickson ..................................6,677.00
First FWB Church - Springfield ................................984.13
Five Points Fellowship - Nashville ...........................587.50
Good Springs FWB Church - Pleasant View ..........3,731.28
Heads FWB Church - Cedar Hill ............................5,184.70
Hendersonville FWB Church - Hendersonville .....4,115.06
Huricane Chapel FWB Church - McEwen ..............2,744.31

LaVergne FWB Church - LaVergne .......................2,983.58
Loyal Chapel FWB Church - Columbia .....................600.00
Madison FWB Church ..........................................1,000.00
Manchester FWB Church ........................................450.00
Miller’s Chapel FWB Church - Charlotte ...............1,284.00
New Hope FWB Church - Joelton .......................20,589.93
Oak Grove FWB Church - Charlotte .........................270.00
Oakwood FWB Church - Woodlawn .....................4,857.00
Olivet FWB Church - Adams ....................................937.14
Pleasant Hill FWB Church - Dover ........................1,075.64
Rejoice FWB Church - Antioch .............................1,277.00
Richland FWB Church - Nashville.........................1,565.72
Stoney Point FWB Church - Vanleer ........................150.00
United FWB Church - Dickson ..............................5,622.36
Victory FWB Church - Springfield ........................1,489.53
Western Quarterly Association ...............................128.04

Liberty Association
Cookeville FWB Church - Cookeville .....................3,500.00
Crossville First FWB Church - Crossville ................2,917.53
Smithville FWB Church - Smithville .....................5,229.00

Mountain Empire Fellowship
Fellowship FWB Church - Kingsport ....................4,830.00

Smoky Mountain Association
Hardin Valley FWB Church - Knoxville.......................22.00
Valley View FWB Church - Loudon .......................1,807.45
Wooddale FWB Church - Knoxville ......................1,513.44

Toe River Association
Friendship FWB Church - Hampton ..........................75.00
Morgan Chapel FWB Church - Roan Mountain........450.00

Union Association
Community Chapel FWB Church - Talbott ...............150.00
First FWB Church - Church Hill ................................200.00
First FWB Churcg - Surgoinsville .............................150.00
Harris Memorial FWB Church - Greeneville ..........1,176.00
Limestone FWB Church - Limestone ....................1,375.00
Oak Grove FWB Church - Greeneville ...................8,594.84
Peace FWB Church - Morristown .........................3,220.00
Unicoi FWB Church - Unicoi ....................................180.00
Union Chapel FWB Church  - Chuckey .....................600.00
West Greene FWB Church - Mosheim .....................528.75

West Tennessee Association
Faith FWB Church - Oakland ...................................300.00
Victory FWB Church - Jackson .............................1,941.00

Other Churches/Organizations
AL State Association of FWB .....................................60.00
First FWB Church - McMinnville...........................1,004.00
Free Will Baptist Family Ministries ..........................750.00
Grace for the World - Dickson ..............................5,700.00

Individuals ..........................................................3,790.00
Re-Imbursements ..................................................199.89

Total Income ......................................... $189,111.61
Total Expenditures ................................ $222,759.16

Thank you for your gifts to support the State Association 
work.  All checks should be made payable to 
Tennessee State Association of Free Will Baptists and sent 
to D. Ray Lewis, 4132 Highlander Court, Antioch, TN  37013

Tennessee State Association • March 1, 2016 - May  31, 2016

The Unified Ministry Plan of Support • March 1, 2016 - May  31, 2016

This report includes only gifts sent to the Tennessee state treasurer, Ray Lewis • Gifts sent directly to other departments are not reflected in this report.
All checks should be made payable to TN State Association of Free Will Baptists and sent to: D. Ray Lewis •4132 Highlander Court • Antioch, TN 37013



Tennessee State Association of Free Will Baptists
P.O. Box 58954
Nashville, TN 37205

Know of someone who might enjoy reading

Echo
Send their name and address to: 
glennposton@comcast.net

The 2016 National Convention will be held
July 17-20 at the Kansas City Convention Center.

HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE.

Dates To Remember

J U LY  1 7 - 2 0
NAFWB, NYC, WNAC, Kansas City, MO

S E P T E M B E R  2 1 - 2 3
D-6 Conference, Louisville, KY

N O V E M B E R  1 1 - 1 3
State Youth Retreat

N O V E M B E R  1 4 - 1 6
State Meeting

N O V E M B E R  2 0
North American Missions O�ering

D E C E M B E R  5 - 6
Leadership Conference, Nashville 

ng


