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SUMMARY 

Jesus opens the doors of his church to everyone, making it a place of radical belonging and 
radical hospitality. Belonging is not some extra need tacked onto life. God made people for 
community, and even before sin entered the picture, God said it was not good for Adam to be 
alone. The church is meant to restore that original intention, where wildly different people find 
a real home together because Jesus stands at the center. 

Belonging, however, gets complicated fast. The digital world can offer a kind of pseudo 
belonging while leaving people more disconnected than ever. Personal wounds can also make 
belonging feel dangerous, especially when people have learned to hide parts of themselves 
just to fit in. Church hurt cuts especially deep because the place designed to say, “You belong 
here,” can become the place that adds conditions and creates barriers. 

Jesus gives the answer in John 13:34-35: “Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must 
love one another.” Love is the lowest bar of entry because every person has the capacity to 
love. Jesus does not make income, appearance, knowledge, age, ability, or background the 
credential. Love makes every person prequalified to follow him. Yet simple does not mean easy. 
Love is also the highest and hardest command because every relationship brings baggage, 
expectations, preferences, wounds, and extra grace required people. 

Jesus sets a standard outside of personal definitions of love through five words: “As I have 
loved you.” The foot washing shows love that gets humble, dirty, costly, and uncomfortable. 
Jesus washes Judas’s feet even while knowing Judas will betray him. Jesus calls out betrayal 
honestly, comforts frightened disciples tenderly, and promises the Spirit who guides people 
into truth and wisdom. Love can hold boundaries without putting barriers between people and 
Jesus. Love does not require unlimited access, agreement, or automatic trust, but it refuses to 
let personal preferences get the final word over the gospel. 

Jesus makes love the distinguishing mark of his disciples. Scripture knowledge, church 
attendance, serving, and being right cannot replace a life marked by love. The question 
becomes, “What does love require of me?” Patience, listening, restraint, truth, forgiveness, and 
wise timing may all be what love requires in a given moment. The deeper question comes first: 
“How have I been loved by Jesus?” The cross answers it. Christ loves wholeheartedly, 
unconditionally, sacrificially, selflessly, and mercifully. Communion brings the church back to 
that picture, where Christ’s broken body and poured-out blood announce that every person can 
belong. 



DISCUSSION/REFLECTION 

1. Belonging requires more than being included. Belonging breaks down whenever people 
feel forced to hide in order to stay close. A room can be crowded, connected, and busy 
while still making people feel unseen. Christ’s church is called to become the kind of place 
where people can open up rather than cover up. 

2. Love is simple, but never easy. Jesus gives a command that every person can remember 
and every person can begin to obey. Yet love confronts personal baggage, unmet 
expectations, and the reflex to focus on how others are treating someone. The simplicity of 
the command removes excuses, while its difficulty drives people back to grace and 
dependence on God.  

3. Boundaries can remove deeper barriers. Love does not mean unlimited access, 
agreement, or ignoring what is unsafe. Healthy boundaries can be a genuinely loving 
response when they protect what is good and true. Love becomes distorted, however, 
when boundaries become excuses for putting a barrier between another person and Jesus.  

4. Jesus defines the standard of love.“As I have loved you” rescues love from being defined 
by family history, personal preference, or cultural instinct. Jesus shows love through humility 
at the basin, honesty with Judas, comfort for fearful disciples, and mercy at the cross. His 
life gives love a shape that is both costly and full of hope.  

5. The cross makes belonging possible.The cross reveals a love that gives before it is 
deserved and forgives when forgiveness seems impossible. Christ’s mercy makes the church 
a place where shame does not need to have the final word. Communion remembers that 
his sacrifice opens the door to a new covenant and a whole new future.


