
Church Events/
Meetings 
 
Finance Committee will meet Mon., Feb. 
14th at 6pm via Zoom. 
 
Foster Friends will meet in Feb. 14th & 
28th at 10am in the Pastors’ Study. 
 
Lay Leadership will meet Mon., Feb. 14th 
at 7:15pm via Zoom. 
 
Martha Circle next meeting is to be 
determined. 
 
Staff Parish will meet Mon., Feb. 28th at 
6:30pm via Zoom. 
 
Trustees Committee will meet Mon., Feb.  
7th at 6:30pm In the Pastors’ Study. 
 
Worship Planning will meet Mon., Feb. 7th 
at 7:30pm via Zoom. 
 
Women of Faith Bible Study will meet 
every Tuesday at 10am in the Pastors’ 
Study.  Contact Carol@christumchurch.org 
if you need information. 
 

For a current list of events go to 
www.christumchurch.org/calendar 
 

 

 For the month of Feb. we will be collecting Canned Spaghetti Sauce, 
Spaghetti (1 lb), Canned Chicken, Peanut Butter (small), Jelly (no 
glass), Granola Bars, and Apple Sauce (no glass).  Cases of items are 
appreciated as well as monetary donations. Donations can be left in the 
shopping carts near the entry to the Gym.  Questions: please see Diana 
Jones or phone her at 765- 474-3528.  Indeed, we are “feeding the least of 

these” and providing an expression of God’s love to hungry children in our community. THANKS for 
your loyalty and support.  

Love in action is what we are called to.  
Love inaction… not so much.  
 

How often, though, do we feel love for another person, compassion for 
someone in need BUT have no idea WHAT to do? What action to take?  
 

Talking with people about faith, most people believe that they want others–
especially those closest to them–to come to faith BUT they have no idea how 
to make that happen.  
 

You are not alone. 
 

There has been a group of CUMC members going through a “multiplication 
process” with other churches in the conference. The purpose of this training is 
to help our congregation focus on the work of the Holy Spirit in and through us 
to help Christ UMC become a disciple-making congregation filled with disciple-
makers who go out and make disciples wherever we each end up.  
 

Christ UMC started because people believed there was a need for a Methodist 
disciple making church on the southside of Lafayette.  
Christ UMC changed locations to help facilitate that disciple making ministry 
as the population continued moving south.  
Christ UMC continue to make disciples as our love for God and others finds 
action.  
 

What can you do to be part of this?  
 

First: fall more deeply in love with God. 
 

Second: love yourself. 
 

Third: love your neighbors in practical ways– and if that 
neighbor does not have a church family, invite them to 
be part of your family.  
 

Fourth: Pray for God to lead you to people who are 
looking for faith.  
 

Fifth: get connected with a group in our church learning 
how to make disciples.  
 

If all of us work together and are successful with one person we will have 
doubled our outreach. If we are successful with more, well, multiplication only 
gets bigger from there. The limit is infinite as we focus on our sending rather 
than our seating capacity.  
 

Shalom, 
 

Rev. Kurt 

http://www.christumchurch.org/calendar
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Mark your calendars now,  
Fat Tuesday is March 1st  

 Ash Wednesday is March 2nd! 
 
Shrove Tuesday is the day before Ash Wednesday (the first day of Lent), 
observed in many Christian countries through participating in confession and 
absolution, the ritual burning of the previous year's Holy Week palms, finalizing 
one's Lenten sacrifice, as well as eating pancakes and other sweets. 
 
Shrove Tuesday is observed by many Christians, 
including Anglicans, Lutherans, Methodists and Roman Catholics,who "make a 
special point of self-examination, of considering what wrongs they need to repent, 
and what amendments of life or areas of spiritual growth they especially need to 

ask God's help in dealing with."  This moveable feast is determined by Easter. The expression "Shrove Tuesday" 
comes from the word shrive, meaning "absolve". 
 
As this is the last day of the Christian liturgical season historically known as Shrovetide, before the penitential season 
of Lent, related popular practices, such as indulging in food that one might give up as their Lenten sacrifice for the 
upcoming forty days, are associated with Shrove Tuesday celebrations. The term Mardi Gras is French for "Fat 
Tuesday", referring to the practice of the last night of eating richer, fatty foods before the ritual fasting of the Lenten 
season, which begins on Ash Wednesday. Many Christian congregations thus observe the day through eating 
pancakes or, more specifically, the holding of pancake breakfasts, as well as the ringing of church bells to remind 
people to repent of their sins before the start of Lent. On Shrove Tuesday, churches also burn the palms distributed 
during the previous year's Palm Sunday liturgies to make the ashes used during the services held on the very next day, 
Ash Wednesday. 
 
In some Christian countries, especially those where the day is called Mardi Gras or a translation thereof, it is 
a carnival day, the last day of "fat eating" or "gorging" before the fasting period of Lent. 
Source:  Wikipedia 
 
There is a little history for you, now that you have read about the tradition and meaning behind Feasting and Fasting 
we hope you will join us at CUMC for a Pancake Dinner on March 1st from 5pm - 7pm.  Then again on Wednesday 
for Soup and bread from 5pm - 6:30pm with an Ash Wednesday Service at 7pm.  There will be a “Free Will 
Offering” at both events. 

College Care/Military Ministry Update 
 

After a brief hiatus, it is time again to reach out to our 
college students and military persons. The College Care/
Military Ministry team has been brainstorming and 
making plans to better align our program to our overall 
goal as a church to be more intentional in the way we 
interact and share Christ’s love with others.  With that in 
mind, we want to encourage members of our 
congregation to not only shower these young persons 
with an occasional gift that shows we are thinking of 
them but also to take a role in being an encourager to a 
student or soldier. 
 

If you are a college student/military person or have a 
college student/military person  that you think would 
like to be included in this ministry, click here to  fill out 
the College Care/Military Ministry form or visit the 
quick links section on our website. We are gathering 
additional information to try to connect more 
meaningfully and more often with these young people. 
 

If you would like to sponsor a college student/military 
person, click here to fill out the College Care/Military 
Ministry Sponsorship form or visit our website 

www.christumchurch.org 
 

There are options for those wanting to get involved 
with the young adults of CUMC. Of course having the 
financial support of $40/year is also appreciated so that 
we can send a care package twice a year.  
 

The College Care/Military Ministry team will be in the 
Welcome Area between services the next three weeks 
(1/30, 2/6, 2/13) if you prefer to sign up your student/
soldier in person or if you want to learn more about 
sponsoring a student/soldier.  
 

If you have questions, please contact  
Paula Thoennes - pthoenne@ball.com 
Lisa Mayer -   lismay59@gmail.com 
Sara Fine -  sarakao97@yahoo.com  
 

Please consider joining us by sponsoring a young 
person and walking along side them as they experience 
the current challenges they face during their course of 
study or military assignment. They do appreciate being 
remembered and encouraged. 
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Giving Statements 

Giving Statements for 2021were sent out Jan. 10th.  Please watch for 
them to arrive in your email or mailbox, if we don’t have your email 
address in our database system.   

Giving Envelopes for 2022 are available to be picked up in the  
Narthex or the church office.  The office is open Mon. thru Thurs.  
9am - 3pm and Fri. 9am - noon.   
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CHARITABLE ROLLOVER FROM AN IRA ACCOUNTS 
 
Your required minimum distribution (RMD) is the minimum amount you must 
withdraw from a retirement account each year.  These withdrawals must be taken 
when you reach age 72 by 12/31/2022.  If you do not need this additional taxable 
income during 2022 from your traditional IRA account, consider taking a 

qualified charitable distribution (QCD) by transferring money to Christ United Methodist.  This would allow you 
to fulfill your charitable goals while avoiding income tax on your distribution.  Christ United Methodist welcomes 
your contribution.  Please consult your financial advisor.  Contact Nick Fetchina for additional information, 
NFetchina@comcast.net 

You are cordially invited to a celebration for  

Jerry Taylor’s 90th Birthday! 

Join us February 27th for an open house from 1pm - 3pm in the Fellowship Hall at 
Christ United Methodist Church 

mailto:NFetchina@comcast.net
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Comfort Bags 
 
CUMC is partnering with Franciscan Hospital to provide “goodie bags” to cancer 
and palliative care patients while they are receiving treatments. 
 
Patients receiving treatments are often at the hospital from an hour to several 
hours each time, so these goodie bags are such a treat for them. Our goal is to 
provide 75 bags to Franciscan and we need your help! Cancer is a disease that 
affects so many and this is a small way to show our love, care and compassion to 
those struggling with an illness.  
 

We are asking for the following items by Wednesday, February 23rd 
 

Mini hand lotion/Chapstick 
Mints or ginger candy for nausea 
Granola bars/cheese crackers/ Gold Fish / protein bars  (individually wrapped or mini size bags please) 
Journals/pens /pencils/ adult coloring books /colored pencils 
Ensure drinks 
Mini water bottles 
Crossword puzzle books/word search/playing cards 
Make someone’s day by writing  a note or  getting a card to put in a bag to 
let someone know we are praying for and thinking of them 
 
You can drop off the items at church in the Outreach Center in the Narthex 
area or make a monetary donation and we will shop for you. 
 
Contact Carol Yarian if you have any questions: carol@christumchurch.org 

Community Outreach Opportunities 

Feed Those Facing Homelessness 

Every week a team from CUMC drops off lunces at LTHC (Lafayette Transitional Housing Center) on Friday or 
Saturday. 

Each team member is responsible for contributing 

15 sandwiches of their choice 

15 individual bags of chips 

15 individual treats or fruit 

You have the option of serving once a month or every other month.  LTHC is grateful for our support each week. 

Contact Carol Yarian for any questions.  We’d love to have you join our team! 

carol@christumchurch.org 

 

Partners in serving Gods children  

in our Community 
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Snowfall 
 

In the silence of the moonlight 

Snowflakes tumble to the ground, 

Weaving winterland enchantment 

As they fall without a sound. 

 

Snowflakes, tiny, pristine petals 

Knitting coverlets of white, 

Magically transforming hillsides 

Into scenes of sheer delight. 

 

In the quiet of the moment 

With this frosty, tranquil view 

Of a world now hushed by snowfall, 

God, I feel so close to You. 

 

As I gaze out from my window, 

Hear, oh Lord, my whispered prayer, 

Thanking You for all this beauty 

I find Your Love and goodness everywhere. 

 

Polly Thornton 

Let’s Play Pickleball 

Have you heard about the newest craze?  Pickleball!  Some of 
our CUMC members have gotten so excited about playing 
Pickleball together that they wanted to open up this fun activity 
to the congregation at CUMC.  No experience required, no 
equipment required! Just stop by on Sunday evenings from 
6:30-8:30 pm (enter at door #4 at the back of the church).  If 
you attend CUMC we’d love to have you join us for some great 
fun and fellowship. 

We would also like to get pickleball court lines for the gym floor and are hoping to raise $1,000 to 
make this happen. We are working with the company that put our gym floor in, to make sure this 
is done correctly. If you have any questions or would like to make a donation contact:  

carol@christumchurch.org 

At CUMC we see membership as a critical part of the 
Path to Discipleship and opportunities to faithfully 
serve. 
Our mission is to: 
“Make New and Maturing Disciples for the 
Transformation of the World”. 
 
Pastor Kurt and Pastor Bruce will walk with this class 
in a new and exciting journey of living out our faith… 
are you ready to be “ALL IN”? 
 
We will talk about relational connections, how do we 
connect with others, share our story of faith and our 
connection story with CUMC. 
 
This class will run for 6 weeks, March 22nd - April 
26th, on Tuesday’s from 6:30pm - 8:00 pm 
 
Contact: Carol Yarian with any questions or to join the 
class. 
carol@christumchurch.org  



www.christumchurch.org  ¦  7 

 

A Letter to Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Dear Dr. King, 

This month we mark the beginning of the third year of a global pandemic due to COVID-19. It has robbed the hu-
man family of over five million citizens including over eight hundred thousand people in the United States. 

This pandemic has impacted all of society while millions of people are on the move due to forced migration be-
cause of climate, food insecurity, and violence. The fight for equal rights, equal justice, and protection of voting 
rights is still a priority for those who value your prophetic wisdom. As wealth and income disparity widen the 
chasm between the rich and the poor, we live with your challenging words today. “Life’s most persistent and ur-
gent question is: What are you doing for others?” 

Your words and witness speak loudly to the Church, society, and elected leaders at every level of government. 
What are we doing to ensure that the welfare of all citizens and the common good are not sacrificed on the altar of 
partisan politics and the selfish pursuit of power plus profit? 

Dr. King, to say you are missed is an understatement. Many new voices have been added to the thousands of lead-
ers of different generations and cultural communities calling for response to the global climate crisis and the cries 
for free and fair elections across the globe. In your 1957 speech “Give us the Ballot” you challenged America to 
remove restrictions from voting for blacks so that honesty could be enshrined in the words “We the people.” 

The right to vote allows the citizens to shape a government that ostensibly works for the benefit of every part and 
every person in the society. We still have impediments to voting. According to data provided by the American Civ-
il Liberties Union, “Across the country, 1 in 16 black Americans cannot vote due to disenfranchisement laws. In 
South Dakota, 32 percent of Native Americans cite travel distance as a factor in deciding to vote. 18 percent of per-
sons with disabilities reported difficulties in voting in 2020.” Over 21 million U.S. citizens do not have qualifying, 
government issued photo identification. Latin-X and black Americans reported more difficulty getting off work to 
vote. If the question is, who’s affected by voter suppression? The answer is all of us, because democracy is weak-
ened and equality is diminished when voting is suppressed. 

Dr. King, the John Lewis Voting Rights Act is proposed legislation that would restore and strengthen certain por-
tions of the 1965 Voting Rights Bill. Congressman Lewis who marched with you in the 1960s continued until his 
death championing the rights of the marginalized, including those in the LGBTQ+ community, Black Lives Matter, 
and those who would remove barriers to voting. 

This voting rights legislation would restore preclearance requirements for changes to certain states’ voting laws if 
they are resulting in discrimination. While in the past protection of voting has been supported by the majority of 
democrats and republicans together, this is not the reality today. 

Even more troubling than the debate about voting and fair elections is the assault on truth and absence of grace and 
civility. One answer to making voting more user friendly and a day to celebrate the participation in democracy is to 
make presidential election day a national holiday. 

On the matter of civility and unity, your words about the moral imperative of love are most helpful. “Love is the 
heartbeat of the moral cosmos.” We cannot experience unity nor practice civility if we continue to count others as 
enemies to be defeated or diminished. May new voices continue to pick up the mantle for justice that you carried 
without apology. May our midnights of disappointment give way to new days of beloved community. 

Cheer us on, Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., from 
the balcony of heaven. Pray for all of us to walk with 
the audacity of faith in the future, blowing the trumpet 
of hope, wearing the garment of love. 

“Dear friends, if God loved us this way, we also ought 
to love each other. No one has ever seen God. If we 
love each other, God remains in us and his love is 
made perfect in us.” 1 John 4:11-12 (CEB) 

Be encouraged, 

Bishop Julius C. Trimble 
Resident Bishop 
Indiana Conference of The United Methodist Church 



If you or a loved one are experiencing a Spiritual or Medical Emergency 
this number will reach the Pastor on call. 

For Pastoral Emergency Care Please  
Call 765-421-6093 

 
Feb. 1 Angela Austin, Juli Meyerrose, Marilyn Portman 
Feb. 2 Gloria Ferguson Feb. 3 Deanna Wise-Frerichs, 
Martha Worden Feb. 4 Gavin Ford, Amanda Melville, 
Fred Roesel Feb. 6 Crystal Hornor, Mike Willenborg Feb. 
7 Dennis Bulington, Ethan Stieneker Feb. 8 Patricia 
Boardman, Grace Kessler, Susan O'Shea, Judy Rusk, 
Jordan Schulze, McKaylee Slagel Feb. 11 Bonnie Horn, 
Caroline Kessler, Mindy Miller Feb. 12 Nathan King, 
Ronald Schutz Feb. 13 Nick Hatcher, Marcy Leffert Feb. 
15 Janet Osborn Feb. 16 Kurt Freeman Feb. 17 Louis 
Comus, Samantha Newman, Justin Stephenson Feb. 18 
Rita Bulington Feb. 19 Carol Dearing, Paula Russell Feb. 
21 Greg Gilman, Steven Habben, Camden Harris, Rick 
Osborn Feb. 23 Drew Ferger, Mike Hilsabeck, Michael 
Trosper Feb. 24 Michael DeWilde, Abigail Farrer, Jacob 
Farrer, Bill Melville Feb. 25 Connie Henderson Feb. 26 
Addison Gillespie, Cameron Gilman, Coralee Paugh, 
Mike Tracy Feb. 27 Amy Schulze 

Thank You! 
The staff would like to thank the 
congregation for their generosity in 
giving towards the Love Gift.  It 
means so much to receive this “bonus” 
around Christmas.  We love our 
CUMC Congregation! 

 
Christ Church, 
Thank you so much for your prayers, cards and notes I 
received while recovering from pneumonia.  Your 
thoughtfulness meant so much to me. 
 
Thanks again, 
Bonnie Bandy 

 

3610 South 18th Street 
Lafayette, IN 47909 

Office Phone: 765-474-4313 
Early Learning Phone:  765-474-8534 

Email: info@christumchurch.org 
 

 
Sunday Morning Schedule 

  8:30 am - 9:30 am Traditional Worship Service 
  9:45 am - 10:30 am Sunday School 
  10:45 am - 11:45 am Informal Worship Service 

 

 
 

Clergy Senior Pastor Kurt Freeman, 
Visitation Pastor Bruce Mowery 

& Pastor Emeritus Herb Wingard 
Program Staff  Emily Mayer, Jack Dwiggins, Carol Yarian, 

Jake Mayer 
Support Staff Hollie Kessler, Terra Tilley,  

Vicki Croy, Lisa Mott 
Early Learning Carrie McCool, Lauren McCool 
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