
Christ United Methodist Church 

Council minutes 

March 14, 2022 

 

 

Present by Zoom: Scott Gillespie, Hollie Kessler, Claude Sawyer, John and Carol Yarian, Pastor 

Bruce Mowery, Joan Banning, Nick Fetchina, Marlen Slagel, Brian Hall, Jack Dwiggins, and 

Mike Linville.  

 

Chairman Scott Gillespie called the meeting to order and asked Jack to open the meeting with 

prayer.  He then asked those present to share ministry moments. Carol had introduced two 

women who were each raising a grandchild, giving them the opportunity to share with each 

other.  She also responded to a request from the Miller School nurse who needed a small supply 

of clothing to keep for emergencies at school. Scott shared girls comforting and encouraging 

another student who was anxious at team tryouts.   

 

The minutes of the January meeting were approved as emailed.   

 

Jack reported for the Discipleship team.  They are finishing their meetings with their coach and 

will be meeting with Pastor Kurt next week to determine how they will proceed. 

 

Carol shared information about the ministries she oversees.  

    New small groups include the Lenten study led by Pastor Bruce and the All In group, led by 

both Pastors, which includes persons considering membership as well as current members who 

wish to refresh their knowledge of the church.  

   She is currently thinking of adding another short term study later in the spring.   

   The Women of Faith Bible Study, Wesley class and Faith Builders have added persons to their 

classes.   

   Because of the generosity of our congregation the Food related ministries are continuing to 

feed people on a regular basis.   

    College Care ministries are continuing to collect items to send to our students in college and 

the military but have noticed a decrease in the number of persons needing those packages.  

   She is helping to plan a tailgate after working with Purdue to schedule a baseball game. This 

will include a cookout for those attending.   

  The project with Franciscan Health to supply small bags of activity items for cancer patients 

(who spend much time waiting at the hospital for procedures and treatment) was very successful.  

Again the congregation was very generous and she has delivered 100 bags to date, and will have 

more for another delivery.  The hospital staff and cancer patients are very appreciative.   

   Wintek, our new internet provider, has greatly improved the live streaming on Sunday 

morning.  Early Learning has contributed $100 monthly to the cost of this service. 

   Attendance has continued to improve.  Carol reported an attendance range of 60 to 90 for the 

1st service and 90 to 115 for 2nd.  In addition, Facebook and YouTube have 20 to 35 persons 

signing in to the service.  

  She highlighted the Communion team, which no one generally thinks about because the 

elements are always there when the time comes, but workers behind the scenes make the bread, 

fill the cups, set the elements out for the service, and then clean up after each service.  



Mike Linville had no report from the trustees. 

 

Brian Hall reported for Early Learning.  Summer camp has a full enrollment and the 2 half day 

preschool sessions are 80% full.  Early learning is also funding new flooring for the Fellowship 

Hall and repairs to the elevator thanks to the grant they received.  

 

In Emily’s absence Carol commented on the success of the Adopt a Bible Buddy project from 

the Children’s Ministry.  She also mentioned that Room 5, which is now the Sunday School 

room, has had the carpet cleaned, but may also need to be replaced in the near future.   

 

Pastor Kurt’s report had been emailed to the Council as he is on vacation.  Hollie shared 

highlights of the report.  

    He addressed the issue of churches splitting from the UMC to become the Global Methodist 

Church and indicated that our Conference leadership has been encouraging in this situation.  He 

is currently sharing information about this issue with small groups within the congregation and 

wondered if this needs to be an issue shared with everyone in a town hall type open meeting. 

Discussion ensued about when these meetings should be set up, but no time was determined at 

this time.  Pastor Kurt indicated that our church has good information and discussions could be 

in the fall.  The District is also addressing the issue and more information will be forthcoming.  

   Regarding the Multiplication process, there were things currently happening. He will work 

with our current Discipleship team to develop a discipleship pathway, which is vital to help 

people, both current members and newcomers, become connected.  

   Pastor Kurt then discussed his (and some members of the congregation) interactions with 

Grace UMC regarding their Recovery program termed A Better Life Brianna’s Hope (ABLBH) 

and our becoming a second campus for this addiction program. This would require Council 

approval and discussion ensued about cost (for meals), staff time, number of volunteers (would 

these be counselors or facilitators or?) and space. Carol indicated that a portion of a grant 

received to aid the digital ministry will not be used and she would inquire if that could be used 

for some of the cost of ABLBH.  She also said this may require a new grant application. With 

some questions still pending, Scott agreed that we should table this proposal until more 

information could be obtained in detail, and it will be discussed at the May meeting or a special 

called meeting in April if needed. 

   Another point in Pastor Kurt’s report related to developing a vision for CUMC.  He has put 

together some core values which he has gleaned from conversations within the church as it 

relates to how ministry is applied to the world.  To do this he proposed a team be charged with 

developing a vision for CUMC.  The suggestion regarding the committee was that it should 

include representation from all age groups.  Council approved the launching of this committee. 

   He also addressed the Digital Ministry being studied over several months.  Interest by those 

who might participate in this ministry is not strong, despite the fact that it would target Families 

with kids at home.  This may be a later topic.  Much was learned in the study of this ministry and 

Pastor Kurt indicated that many of those lessons were usable as we pursue new ministries. 

 

Nick reported for Finance.  Income has been strong in January and February, partly due to 

persons who chose to give their total pledge at the beginning of the year.  March income was not 

as strong, and he asked that groups watch their spending carefully.  He plans to present some 



financial explanations (such as PM Fundy) to the congregation on a regular basis in the 

Towerlight. 

 

Claude reported for Staff Parish.  The committee had attended training and found it to be very 

informational.  There are 3 new members on the committee – April Heady, who will be in 

training to become chairperson next year, Don Uglow and Katy Ade.  They were all given then 

information from the training.   

 

Nick asked if the May Council meeting could be moved to the 3rd Monday as he will be on 

vacation earlier in the month.  It was agreed to meet on May 16.  

 

Pastor Bruce closed with prayer.   

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Joan Banning, Secretary     

 

   

    

 

   

   

 

 


