
Christ United Methodist Church 

Council minutes 

May 16, 2022 

Present: Scott Gillespie, Pastor Kurt Freeman, Hollie Kessler, Claude Sawyer, John and Carol 

Yarian, Joan Banning, Nick Fetchina, Marlen Slagel, Brian Hall, and Mike Linville.  

 

Chairman Scott Gillespie called the meeting to order and asked Pastor Kurt to open with prayer.  

Scott and Carol shared during ministry moments.   

 

The minutes of the March meeting were approved as emailed. 

 

In the absence of Jack Dwiggins, Pastor Kurt reported that the Discipleship team is preparing to 

work with the congregation on the areas of Discipleship and have chosen to begin with living a 

life obedient to Jesus.  They will be planning classes on this topic. Don Uglow and Jim Auter are 

assisting Jack in this endeavor.   

 

Claude reported for Staff Parish and indicated that at their meeting next week they want to look 

carefully at the salaries of our staff in preparation for working on the budget.  He indicated that 

they want to look at salaries of individuals with similar responsibilities in other work settings to 

determine how our compensation compares.   

 

Carol shared information about the ministries she oversees. The All in Class had 5 new members 

who joined recently.  This class will start a new session in August.  Starting in June Pastor Bruce 

will lead another small group on Sunday morning.  In addition, Becky Crabb will lead a 6-week 

Prayer class starting September 26.   The Women of Faith class has become a large group 

meeting on Tuesday mornings with Pastor Kurt using a book entitled “God and the Gay 

Christian”.  For Hospitality Carol continues to call members who have not attended for some 

time and is supported in this by Pastor Bruce. Phyllis Lane and Foster Friends continue to send 

cards of encouragement where needed.  Attendance has not changed significantly remaining, 

except for Easter Sunday, at 85-100 for first service and 100 to 150 for second service. A Prayer 

station has been stared in the Sanctuary and, in addition to Sunday morning it is open on 

Mondays from 9:30 to 11:30 and Thursdays from 12-2 PM.  The Baseball outing was enjoyed by 

all attendees.  For Outreach Carol commented that this is the last week to fill backpacks until 

fall. The Kids Closet has received clothing from a similar closet that is closing and also from a 

consignment sale. They have served 300 to 400 children each month.  They will be adapting their 

summer house to accommodate the summer camp program.  For college care she had purchased 

Amazon gift cards which could be sent directly to the participants.  The Food Pantry is collecting 

food during May.  The group that packs food for Food Finders Seniors food program are packing 

500 to 600 boxes each month.   

 

Mike Linville reported for the trustees.  Early Learning is getting quotes to have new LED 

lighting installed in the classrooms.  He indicated that the AC units have been checked and 

serviced where possible.  One air conditioner needs to be replaced and cost for this is being 

pursued.  Three other units are in various stages of decline and replacements will need to be 

considered in the near future. The lawn mower from the old parsonage was sold for $100. 

 

Brian shared for the Early Learning Board.  He has put together a sub-committee to help 

determine how to use a recent grant of $800,000.  There are restrictions on how it is used, and 

the group will consider this information in making decisions. Summer camp is FULL and will 

begin in June. 



Pastor Kurt reported that VBS is filling up and Hollie confirmed that donations are coming in for 

the extra needs for this ministry.  He also stated that Jake is working on a summer schedule for 

the youth.  They have been adapting the children’s curriculum for the older age group. 

Pastor Kurt was recently in a summit for volunteers who were highly complementary of 

CUMC’s Early Learning program and particularly envious of the excellent staff who have been 

loyal to the program.   

 

There was a short discussion about Annual conference which begins June 9th.  Attending will be 

Pastor Kurt, John Yarian and Nick Fetchina. 

We have received information that the Digital Ministry grant previously received may be used 

for some expenses for the Briana’s Hope Ministry.  Pastor Kurt is working to develop “story 

telling videos” about the Ministry. Several videos will be developed with people sharing how to 

find help and how they recovered, along with steps to recovery.  This can be shared with the 

clients, our congregation, and other groups to share the effectiveness of the ministry and develop 

support for it.  This will include the history of the project as well as steps needed to make the 

ministry happen successfully. Grace UM church, which has the ministry now, estimated their 

cost for about 50 clients was under $5000 for the year.  Pastor Kurt’s thought is that by sharing 

about the project (using the videos, for example) businesses may get involved and share some of 

the cost. Training for the project, if approved by the Council, will be done by Grace Church.  The 

digital grant funds may only be used for coaching expenses. Although at Grace a meal is served, 

we will begin with snacks.  Child care will be provided and staffed by volunteers from the team.  

Each session would require at least 10 volunteers and the use of the Kitchen, Fellowship Hall, 

Sanctuary, Gym, and Nursery for the evening (possibly other spaces depending on the size of 

group).  At the beginning all of the team will be needed each time. Currently we are being asked 

to open our sessions on Monday evenings.  This may require a change in our current calendar of 

meetings on Monday evening.  Pastor Kurt then commented that he would like official approval 

of the project from the Council.  Marlen Slagel moved that we start a Briana’s Hope Chapter at 

CUMC as soon as possible, with the leadership team currently assembled.  Mike Linville 

seconded the motion and the motion passed. 

As part of his report, Pastor Kurt praised the work that Pastor Bruce and Melodi have provided 

for the congregation. They willingly share their time and talents on our behalf.  He stated that our 

church is well suited to succeed in the future.  On Sunday he will be leading a conversation about 

the Global Methodist Church to answer questions about this division.  The Women’s Bible Study 

has had many conversations regarding this.  He also asked for prayers for Annual Conference as 

they address this issue.  Regarding finances he feels we are doing OK, even though we struggle 

at times. 

Nick Fetchina reported for Finance.  He was pleased to get comments on the inclusion of the 

spreadsheet in the Towerlight and is working to revise it in the next issue.   

Revisiting the time and space for Briana’s Hope meetings, Children’s Ministry and Early 

Leaning will be notified of the use of space during the Monday times.  It is hoped that the 

congregation will begin connecting with the group. Pastor Kurt answered the question about 

numbers of attendees and said that that the number of people is flexible and the people who 

attend each session also changes.   

Pastor then closed with prayer.   

Respectfully submitted,                                                                                                           

Joan Banning, Secretary 


