
Christ United Methodist Church 

Council minutes 

May 16, 2022 

Present: Scott Gillespie, Pastor Kurt Freeman, Hollie Kessler, Claude Sawyer, John and Carol Yarian, Joan 

Banning, Nick Fetchina, Marlen Slagel, Brian Hall, Mike Linville, Jack Dwiggins, Dana Blanchard, Jake and 

Emily Mayer, and Pastor Bruce Mowery. 

 

Scott Gillespie called the meeting to order and Pastor Bruce opened with prayer.  Several ministry moments 

were shared: the clothing ministry benefitting a foster family, the youth slumber event, unexpected financial 

support for a children’s ministry program, support for a young person’s personal issues, successful start with the 

All In class, Early Learning classes starting, a new member for the band. 

 

The minutes of the May meeting were approved as emailed.   

 

Jack Dwiggins reported for Discipleship.  From the survey of the congregation about Intentional Discipleship, 

the area of Life of Obedience was identified as one of concern for respondents. As a result, starting August 28, 

Paula Thoennes will be leading a class on this topic.   

 

Claude Sawyer reported for Staff Parish.  The custodial staff recently resigned and a replacement is being 

pursued.   

 

Carol Yarian reported on the areas she oversees. Cards are being sent to members to keep in touch and Pastor 

Bruce also makes calls as needed.  Small groups are continuing to meet.  Becky Crabb will begin a six week 

prayer class in September.   Attendance for 1st service continues to be 80 to 100 with 2nd service at 177 last 

week. The prayer station has been successful and changes to its area need to be considered.  She reported that 

Food Finders has made changes to the Back Pack program which will increase the cost for supporting churches.  

The cost for us will double and is due to their rules regarding provision of food.  The amount of food which we 

receive is determined by them and storage may be a problem.  How we address this issue with our 

congregation’s response to donations of food is being considered.  Carol is currently waiting to see how the 

situation develops.  The Kid’s Closet, with a small team, in April, May and June gave away 5700 articles of 

clothing, serving over 500 children.   On Wednesday of this week, a group will be serving lunch to the Earhart 

School staff as a part of our support for Earhart this year. The plan is to schedule different schools in the future.   

In getting ready for the Founders Day celebration at the Slagel’s, she is buying food for the event.   

 

Mike Linville reported for the Trustees.  Since our current phone service is no longer supported by the 

company, a new phone system is being purchased.  Carpeting will be replaced in room 5, the Children’s 

Ministry room.  Some items are up for sale including a piano, piano bench, and some old rectangular tables.  

New tables, lighter and more easily moved around, are to be purchased.  On Saturday a work day is planned to 

trim hedges.  

 

Brian Hall reported for Early Learning.  The flooring in the multi-purpose room has issues which have been 

identified as a result of defective glue.  Miller’s Flooring will replace the floor. 

 

Emily Mayer reported for Children’s Ministries.  Some changes for age groups have occurred and 3 year olds 

will now be a part of the nursery level, as serving them with the older children has not been successful.  As a 

service project they are filling bags for the kindergarten children at Earhart. She discussed the new curriculum 

for Children’s Sunday School.  Each month has a discipleship theme and in September they are encouraged to 

spend time with others.  As a part of the winter curriculum they will be asking the children to do something for 

others.  A special event is planned for a Saturday in December when parents can drop off their children and 

have time for shopping. Trunk or Treat is scheduled for October 29.  Basketball and Cheer is in need of new 

leaders from the church as the previous leaders are no longer involved.  Parents have stepped up in the past year 



to keep it going.    The classroom is in need of toys, equipment (tables/chairs) and supplies as all of the previous 

materials are in the early learning areas and not available to Children’s ministry. The Early Learning Board will 

consider this at their next meeting.  Nick Fetchina said that she could include these needs in her budget request 

as well.   

 

Jake Mayer reported for Youth.  He was pleased with the lock in with 20 youth present.  The pool party, despite 

the weather, had been successful also. He does have 2 new volunteers in addition to Becca and Bambi.  

Although some of the youth do not attend church, they participate in the youth group which has expressed 

interest in becoming more involved with the church. They are interested helping with the Children’s Ministry 

event in December, assisting with the small groups of children who will be learning about Christmas customs in 

other cultures.  In his area of music, he reported that he has some new team members for the band.   As for 

technology he shared that some of the older technology equipment has already been upgraded and older pieces 

have been cleaned out.  Currently the camera used for the online service needs to be updated.  Developing other 

uses for this technology was discussed.  Creating videos of the different outreach areas (Back packs, Kid’s 

Closet, for example) which could then be shared with the congregation to publicize what happens in these areas 

of ministry.   

 

Nick Fetchina reported for Finance.  Although receipts have been down during June and July, expenses are also 

down.  They have been able to increase our reserves during this time. Budgets are to be returned by September 

2, and Commitment Sunday will be Sunday, October 9.   

 

Pastor Kurt had been in discussion with the Bishop regarding care for those individuals who are looking for a 

church to attend, since their choice is not to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church.  He considered 

whether there needs to be another open conversation within our church regarding this issue.  He is pleased with 

the All In class that began last week and finds that people in the class are finding connections.  Brianna’s Hope 

ministry will begin on August 29.  Since these meetings need to be on Monday evenings, he indicated that he 

would need to miss all or part of the Monday night meetings.  The other option was to change the night of these 

meetings.  It was determined that Tuesday was open for members present and Scott said that starting in 

September (our next meeting) the date would be the 2nd   Tuesday of every other month.  Also, the Trustees will 

now meet on the 1st Tuesday and the Staff Parish Committee will meet on the 4th Tuesday. 

 

Under new business, Scott and Carol presented information from the Conference regarding the Boy Scouts legal 

settlement with the United Methodist Church.  As a result our church could develop a facilities agreement with 

our current troops to the end of the year or replace the charter agreement in existence.  Discussion ensued about 

what each of these procedures would mean.  Since the local Scout Council will meet on Thursday to address 

their recommendation for these procedures, Jack Dwiggins made a motion to table this issue until our 

September meeting.  The motion was seconded and passed.   

 

As a final item of business, Emily proposed that a line be added to the budget for New Ministries, which would 

be included in the Outreach budget.  Brianna’s Hope would also be added to the Worship budget request.   

 

Pastor Kurt closed the meeting with prayer.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Joan Banning, Secretary 


