
Church Events/
Meetings 
 

Church Office Closed 
Dec. 26th - Jan. 2nd 

 
Christmas Eve Service 

Saturday, Dec. 24th 
7pm & 9pm 

 
Christmas Day Service 

Sunday, Dec. 25th 
9:32am 

 
Church Council will meet Tues., Jan. 10th 
at 7:15pm via Zoom. 
 
Finance Committee will meet Tues., Jan. 
10th at 6pm via Zoom. 
 
Foster Friends will meet Dec. 12th and 
Jan. 9th & 23rd at 10am in the Pastors’ 
Study. 
 
Martha Circle will meet Dec. 5th at 
12:30pm at Christo’s on Teal and Jan. 17th 
at 2pm in the Pastors’ Study. 
 
Staff Parish will meet Tues., Jan. 24th at 
6:30pm in the Pastors’ Study. 
 
Trustees Committee will meet on Mon., 
Dec. 5th and Jan. 2nd at 6:00pm in the 
Pastors’ Study. 
 
Women of Faith Bible Study will meet 
every Tuesday at 10am in the Pastors’ 
Study.  Contact Carol@christumchurch.org 
if you need information. 
 

For a current list of events go to 
www.christumchurch.org/calendar 
 

 

 For the month of Dec. & Jan. we will be collecting Canned Spaghetti Sauce (no glass), Canned Chicken, Instant 
Mashed, Au Gratin, or Scalloped Potatoes, and Hot Chocolate Packets.  Cases of items are appreciated as 
well as monetary donations. Donations can be left in the shopping carts near the entry to the Gym.  Questions: please 
see Diana Jones or phone her at 765- 474-3528.  Indeed, we are “feeding the least of these” and providing an 
expression of God’s love to hungry children in our community. THANKS for your loyalty and support.  

Christmas Eve Services 

Saturday, Dec. 24th 

7pm & 9pm 

 
 

Wednesday, December 21st 
7:00pm - 8:00pm 

 
 
 
 
 

The song, “It’s the most wonderful time of the year” invites us to jingle 
belling, well wishing, telling and all sorts of good-cheer activities. For many 
people, though, it is not the most wonderful time of the year.  
Longest Night is a worship service for those for whom the holidays are a 
struggle AND for those among us who desire to walk alongside those families. 
Regardless the reason for the struggle, we are here to walk together so that 
everyone can know they are loved in the midst of this time of year. I hope you 
will consider coming and participating or helping. 
Shalom, 
Rev. Kurt 

Dear Families and Friends of Christ UMC, 
 
I hope and pray that you are ready for a wonderful holiday season and start to a 
wonderful new year.  
As we walk through Advent toward Christmas, you have multiple opportunities 
to develop your faith. I get to teach Women’s Bible Study on Tuesdays.  
Pastor Bruce is doing a Sunday morning Scrooge and the scripture study.  
And we have our regular other classes going on as well.  
For the new year, the Discipleship team will begin a new venture in January on 
Sunday nights in person and on zoom (hybrid class in Pastor’s Study) walking 
through the “Life of” series of Discipleship qualities. We will begin with a 6 
week Dog God Training– a conversation on the Life 
of Obedience.  
This will be fun, there will be treats. 
There will be no shock collars.  
I promise.  
We are also working on some other offerings 
through the year in that series.  
What better gift to give Christ this Christmas than to 
make plans to develop  
yourself more in the coming year?  
I hope you will join us. 
 
Shalom, 
Rev. Kurt 

http://www.christumchurch.org/calendar
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Spirit Corner    
Submitted by Don Uglow 
December…..the month of the birth of our Lord and Savior, 
Jesus Christ!   It is also the final month of the year.  To me, 
December has always been a deeper extension of the giving of 
thanks, that we experienced in November!  Over the years, I 
have discovered that this is a blessing in and of itself, and I 
have arrived at the belief that the Holy Spirit has been quietly 
helping me, to reach that conclusion.  WOW!! 
While it is true that Mother Nature has ratcheted the 
thermometer downwardly and the energy bill upwardly; that 
the days are much shorter and the darkness is longer, that 
some of our friends have traveled off to warmer climates and 
that the politicians continue to find ways and means to keep us 
anxious and worried………………….   
It is also true that December is a month of promise-keeping, 
of visitations to and from friends, of the beginning of winter 
and the start of longer days, of caroling, of rejoicing in our 
lives and family.  Reigning over it all, is the birth of the baby 
Jesus, the recommitment of our faith and the promise of great 
things to come!  It is indeed a time of many blessings………
and we need to be aware of them, giving thanks to God for 
them! 
In his book, The Wonderful Spirit-Filled Life, Dr. Charles 
Stanley says, “A big part of the Spirit-filled life is learning to 
recognize the fingerprint of the Holy Spirit.  Once you know 
what to look for and once you began looking for it, you will be 
amazed at how real the Holy Spirit will become to you.  
Learning to recognize the Holy Spirit is the first step in 
learning to live the Spirit-filled life.” (Again,…WOW!) 
As we head into this wonderful month, I pray that we will all 
be able to see, focus, experience & take action on the 
blessings that it brings to all of us!  By the Grace of God, we 
are Christians, we live in America! We are as free as we think 
we are and / or want to be!  (The key words here are, “Take 
Action”)!  We have our wonderful Savior and friend, Jesus to 
always be with us and we have our wonderful helper, the Holy 
Spirit to help us to discover and appreciate more and more!  
We need to count our blessings. 
Merry Christmas Everyone and Thank You God, for 
making it so!  

Charitable Rollover From an IRA Account 
 Your required minimum distribution (RMD) is 
the minimum amount you must withdraw from a 
retirement account each year.  Basically, these 
withdrawals must be taken when you reach age 
72.  If you do not need this additional taxable 
income during 2022 or in 2023 from your 
traditional IRA account, consider taking a 
qualified charitable distribution (QCD) to Christ 
United Methodist.  This would allow you to 
fulfill your charitable goals while avoiding 
income tax on your distribution.  Christ United 
Methodist welcomes your contribution.  Please 
consult your financial advisor 
first.  Contact Nick Fetchina 
for additional information, 
NFetchina@comcast.net 

At Christ UMC we see membership as a critical 
part of the Path to Discipleship and opportunities 

to faithfully serve. 
  

Our mission is to: 
“Make New and Maturing Disciples for the 

Transformation of the World”. 
  

Pastor Kurt and Pastor Bruce will walk with this 
class in a new and exciting journey of living out 

our faith…  
are you ready to be “ALL IN”? 

  
We will talk about relational connections, how do 
we connect with others, share our story of faith 

and our connection story with Christ UMC. 
  

This session of classes will be on 
Sunday mornings from 9:45-10:30 am 

 Beginning in January 
  

January 15th & 29th 
February 5th & 19th 

March 5th & 19th 
  

Contact: Carol Yarian with any questions or to 
join the class.  carol@christumchurch.org  

mailto:NFetchina@comcast.net
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Love Gift 
Dear Christ Church Family, 
As this year draws to a close and we ap-
proach the Holiday Season, we are ask-
ing that you consider donating towards a 
Love Gift for our outstanding staff here 
at Christ UMC. We are so blessed to 
have such an amazing group of people 
who go above and beyond their duties 
each week to ensure that our church and 
its missions run seamlessly. During 
these times when quality employees are 
difficult to find, we have been so fortu-
nate to have this dedicated team who 
have been willing to serve no matter 
what was asked of them. And in these 
challenging times, we have asked a lot. 
During days when we were between 
custodial staff, our church staff cleaned 
the church with no extra compensation. 
During the Covid shut down and then 
the coming back process, they have been 
extremely creative in their programming 
to try to help our church continue with 
and build upon its ministries. Due to fi-
nancial uncertainty in our church budg-
et, this same group has not had a salary 
raise in the past 4 years. If you have had 
the chance to get to know any of them 
personally, you know that these people 
are passionate about serving our God 
and our church and that, along with their 
experience, are invaluable. 
  

I know that these are economically chal-
lenging times for families, and this is the 
time of year when money doesn’t stretch 
far enough, but if we could all just give 
what we can towards letting our staff 
know how much we appreciate all that 
they do for our church, it will add up in 
both amount and in gratitude and love. 
  

Envelopes marked “Love Gift” will be 
available for this purpose at the Wel-
come Center in the Narthex.  You may 
place it in the Sunday offering or you 
may drop it off at the church office.  An 
online offering can also be made using 
this link https://christumchurch.org/
giving/   If you would like to give please 
have your donation in by Dec. 25th. 
  

 
Thank you for your consideration. 
The Staff Parish Relations Committee 
  

Chicken Noodle Dinner Update 

We did it!  We had our first in-person Chicken Noodle Dinner since 
2019.  We are so grateful for everyone who supported the dinner.  We 
had 224 people attend the dinner and sold 110 quarts of chicken and 
noodles.   Twenty gift baskets were donated and were once again a 

highlight of the evening.   A dinner this size can't be successful without 
all of the volunteers who gave of their time and talents to provide food 

and help the night of the dinner.  We are blessed to have such 
wonderful help!  In the end we were able to add the $2264 profit to the 

general budget!  Thank you!  

Conversations Navigating Christianity 
and the 

LGBTQ Community 
 

Beginning January 16 at 7pm in the Pastor’s Study, 

Pastor Kurt and Julie Johnson will be leading a 

conversation around the biblical passages and other 

scientific and sociological issues surrounding the 

church and LGBTQ communities. You might be 

surprised what the Bible does and does not say. 

The loss of a spouse is never easy.  However, it can help to have 
someone to walk with you through your journey.  Christ UMC 
Sisters in Loss is a group that is open to all women who have 

lost their partner/spouse.   
 

We meet every month on the 2nd Wednesday from 
10:00 am - 11:30 am.  If you have any questions contact  

Carol Yarian carol@christumchurch.org or call the 
church office to get connected 765-474-4313. 

Walking the Grief Journey together... 
 

Open to all Women who have lost their partner/spouse 
 

Meeting monthly, every 2nd Wednesday- 10-11:30 am 

Christ UMC Sisters in Loss 



3610 South 18th Street 
Lafayette, IN 47909 

Office Phone: 765-474-4313 
Early Learning Phone:  765-474-8534 

Email: info@christumchurch.org 
 

Sunday Morning Schedule 
8:30 am - 9:30 am Traditional Worship Service 

9:45 am - 10:30 am Sunday School 
10:45 am - 11:45 am Informal Worship Service 

 

Clergy Senior Pastor Kurt Freeman, 
Visitation Pastor Bruce Mowery 

& Pastor Emeritus Herb Wingard 
 

Program Staff  Emily Mayer, Jack Dwiggins, 
Carol Yarian, Jake Mayer 

 
Support Staff Hollie Kessler, Terra Tilley,  

Vicki Croy, Lisa Mott 
 

Early Learning Carrie McCool, Lauren 
McCool 

www.christumchurch.org 

Dec. 1 Julie Johnson, Tarra Ziegler Dec. 2 Paula Conner Dec. 3 Amy Marsh Dec. 4  Jami Gibson-
Rhymer, Brenda Melville, Jennifer Portman, Gabriel Tudder Dec. 5  Kristin Shelley, Dan Wiggins 
Dec. 7 Ralph Jackson, Carson Lay, Kim Outhouse Dec. 10  Anna Bogosian, Carol Burkart Dec. 
11  Jocelyn Trosper Dec. 12 Robin Haywood, Mylan Headdy, Cy Holladay, Niko Miller Dec. 13 
Nick Fetchina Dec. 15  Patricia Snyder, Karlie Wem Dec. 17 Becky Crabb, Aleta Frerichs, Cindy 
Maynard Dec. 18  Analeah Ocampo, Tim O'Shea, Sara Samudio Dec. 19 Judy Fetchina, Beks 
Freeman, Donna McCormick Dec. 20 Paula Reynolds, Deb Simpson Dec. 21 Evan Holmes, Tina 
Parker  Dec. 22 Jordan O'Shea, Elizabeth Tudder Dec. 26 Abigail Burnett, Allie Burnett, Charlotte 

Elliott, Jack Turner Dec. 27 Debbie Stieneker, Dan Walker Dec. 28 Carter Sims Dec. 30 Tracy Wem Dec. 31 Nichole Eberle, 
Randy Hillyer  
Jan. 1 Allison Boardman, Ken Campfield, Judith Wright Jan. 3 Denise Brightman, Larry Clark, Elaina Gorringe Jan. 5 Philip 
Winstead Jan. 6 Israel Ocampo Jan. 7 Judy Jackson Jan. 8 David Stroud Jan. 10 Ray Brothers, Sharon Sawyer, Laura 
Shondell, Amber Simons Jan. 12 Griffin Stephenson, Ashlee Walker Jan. 13 Garnet Roesel, Kay Stichter Jan. 16 Alexandria 
Elliott Jan. 19 Carole Gilbert Jan. 22 Eric Simons, Jayne Watkins Jan. 23 Nancy Peterson Jan. 24 Betty Dano, Elizabeth 
Freeman, Olivia Samudio Jan. 26 Mary Jo Kirkham Jan. 27 Emily Hall, Lucy Hall, Sarah Hall, Randy Keen, Jerry Weedon 
Jan. 28 Steve Doty, Brandon Hornor, Kelsey Schulze Jan. 30 Nate High 

Brad & Hillary Letson    01/02/2012  
Dennis & Kelly Babb    01/06/1993 
Jerry & Bette Taylor    01/08/1954 
Ron & Carol Gilbert    01/09/1966 
James & Lynn Powers    01/11/1980 
Kevin & Cindy Maynard   01/14/1996 
Roger & Bonnie Horn    01/27/1968 
Jack Dwiggins & Sylvia Vaughn  12/04/2019 
Rick & Janet Osborn    12/08/1990 
Fred & Garnet Roesel    12/19/1956 
Debbie & Duane Reagan   12/31/1983  

We would like to thank Christ UMC  for your continued 
support and love for Jubilee Christmas. We were able to 
provide clothing, toys, hats, gloves, and gift cards for 58 
children in our community. Each of the 20 families received a 
food box, personal hygiene products, Christmas cookies, 
homemade quilt, and a bible. Each family also had a special 
Christmas Eve box to open with hot chocolate, popcorn, 
pajamas for the kids, and a Christmas Eve book.  
These families were blessed by your love and generosity. 
 
Jubilee Team 
Twyla Gibson 
Jami Gibson-Rhymer 
Carol Yarian 
 
Through the amazing generosity of our congregation, the 
Turkey Time   Ministry, was able to deliver 55 Thanksgiving 
meals to those in our Christ UMC  family and community. 
What a blessing for these families  that are struggling to be 
able to have this delicious Thanksgiving meal…..all because 
YOU cared and shared the love of Christ. 
Sincerely, 
The Turkey Time Team 
 
A big thank you goes to the individuals who served 96 clients 
at the Tippecanoe County United Food Pantry on two days 
during November.  Thanks to Frank McIntosh, Johanna 
Kircherer, Diana Jones, Joan Banning, Kristin Shelley, Sue 
Branson, Ruth Habben and two, very welcome, new 
volunteers, Pam Ferger and Julie Johnson.   
Sincerely, 
The Food Pantry Team 


