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Week 4 — The Glory of Membership

In this week’s message, We Are Family…And It’s a BIG Family, we talked about the expansion of the kingdom because of members of the local 
church having a global worldview when it comes to the mission of the church. This week’s study leads us further down that path. We look at 
how the church here is a picture of the glory to come in the future. This study is taken directly from 9Marks Committing to One Another: Church 
Membership booklet. 

DIGGING IN The book of Hebrews contains a long, detailed discussion of how Jesus’s death and resurrection fulfills and therefore does away with the old covenant 
which God made with Israel through Moses. Toward the end of the book, the author presents a vivid contrast that illumines the practical difference between the old 
covenant and the new covenant. Read Hebrews 12:18-24


1. What have we Christians not come to? List all seven things verses 18 and 19 describe. 

2. What event in the Old Testament do verses 18 through 21 refer to? (See Exodus 19:16–25 and Deuteronomy 4:11–12 for background.) 

3. What overall impression do verses 18–21 create? How would you feel if you were present at the scene it describes? (See especially verse 21.) 

4. Why was it so terrifying for the Israelites to come face-to-face with God? 

5. Verses 18 to 21, since they describe what it is like to come face-to-face with God’s holy demands, also shed light on the plight of those who are outside of 

Christ. How should this fearful picture: a) Motivate our evangelism? b) Inform our evangelism? 

6. What do verses 22 through 24 say that we Christians have come to? List every phrase below: 

7. What does it mean that we have “come . . . to God” (v. 22–23)?  

8. What has enabled us to come into a right relationship with God? (Hint: See verse 24.) 


This passage describes the reality that we who are Christians have come into upon our conversion.  

- We’ve come to God’s holy city—that is, we are already members of his heavenly kingdom which will one day be fully manifested on the earth (v. 22).  

- In this kingdom are angels who celebrate God’s glory and believers who have gone before us and who are now glorified in heaven with God (v. 23).  

- And we have come to God himself, the judge of all (v. 23), whom we need no longer fear because Jesus’s blood speaks on our behalf (v. 24), so that God forgives 

our sins, counts us righteous in his sight, and accepts us as his children and heirs.  


But this passage doesn’t merely speak to these realities for us as individuals. Rather, the picture the author paints is of a heavenly assembly, of this whole multitude of 
believers gathered together, in perfect fellowship with God. Just as Israel assembled at Mount Sinai to receive God’s law, so now the church already assembles around 
God’s throne in heaven in anticipation of the final day when we will all dwell with God.   


The New Testament portrays our present life in the church as a foretaste of this final, perfect assembly. Whenever the local church assembles, we experience a preview 
of the glory of the new heavens and earth. Thus, this passage teaches us not just about the glory of being a Christian, but about the glory of membership in the church, 
because it is in the assembly of the church that we experience the clearest foretaste of these heavenly realities. Our membership in the church is meant to be a pointer to 
our membership in God’s heavenly assembly.  


9. What are some ways in which your local church’s regular gatherings are an anticipation of heaven?  

10. Where are your thoughts tempted to wander to during your church’s gatherings? How can this passage’s teaching help you to engage in corporate worship 

wholeheartedly? 

11. Think back to the beginning of this study, when we discussed aspects of the life of the church that seem dreary and dull, and list them below. How does this 

passage’s teaching help you approach each of those activities with a new mind-set?


