She Who is in Babylon
Prophecy Fulfilled	
Lesson 16 Daniel 11.2-35
102923

Introduction
1	The eleventh chapter of Daniel is the continuation of a vision that began in chapter 10 and concludes in chapter 12.  
a	Chapter 11 is also an expansion of the dream interpretations and visions Daniel received earlier in chapters 2, 7 and 8 all of which revolved around the people of God and the rise and fall of four empires that would impact them and God’s plan of salvation through them.  
b	Those four kingdoms are Babylon, Persia, Greece and Rome. In all they span about 1000 years. 
· God exiled and purified his people from their idols through Babylon. 
· He brought his people back to their land through the Persians, a land where their Messiah was to be born. 
· Then through the Greeks he gave them an international language to spread the message of salvation through their Messiah. 
· And lastly through the Romans they were given a road system to take that message of salvation to the Gentiles.  
2	Daniel received this particular vision in the third year of the Persian king Cyrus. Therefore it begins with a short summary of the the Persian kings who will rule after Cyrus, the Greek king to follow them Alexander the Great and the division of his empire (v2-4). 
3	The main section (v5-35) is a very detailed prophecy of what would happen after the Greek empire divided between kings of the south and kings of the north with a particular emphasis on one king of the north we met in Daniel 8, Antiochus Epiphanes. 
4	And then in the remainder of the chapter (v36-45) we jump way forward in time to a future king who is a lot like Antiochus Epiphanies and who comes to power in a period of time we know in the Bible as the “last days”. 

Now then, I tell you the truth: Three more kings will arise in Persia and then a fourth who will be far richer than all the others (Dan 11:2a). 

0	Cyrus – 539 BC
1	Cambyses (son of Cyrus) – 529 BC
2	Smerdis/Guamata – 522 BC (impersonator slain by …)
3	Darius the Great – 522 BC (and then a fourth richer than all others)
4	Xerxes the Great – 486-465 BC

When he [Xerxes] has gained power by his wealth, he will stir up everyone against the kingdom of Greece. 3 Then a mighty king will arise [Alexander the Great], who will rule with great power and do as he pleases. 4 After he has arisen, his empire will be broken up and parceled out toward the four winds of heaven. It will not go to his descendants, nor will it have the power he exercised, because his empire will be uprooted and given to others (Daniel 11:2b-4).
1	The Jewish historian Josephus tells us that as a young man Alexander had a dream in which he was visited by a man who was wearing purple accompanied by many people dressed in white. The man told him now was the time to fulfill his deceased father’s vision and conquer the Persian kingdom. This he did. 
a	Along the way from Greece to Persia he conquered Israel (329).  As he was approaching the city & temple to plunder it the high priest (Simon the Just) came out to appease Alexander outside the gates of Jerusalem dressed in purple with all the priesthood & Sanhedrin dressed in white. 
b	When Alexander saw him he got off his horse and bowed before the high priest because he was the man he had seen in his vision.  
c	The high priest then took him into the temple and opened up the book of Daniel and showed him Daniel’s vision which predicted a great Greek king would defeat the Persians. Alexander took this as a confirmation. 
2	Alexander conquered Persia and other lands within a few years and then died at the age of 33. His empire was divided, north, south, east and west among his four generals just like the angel announced to Daniel (536) 207 years prior to it actually happening. 
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a	Western kingdom (green/Greece) ruled by Cassander
b	Eastern kingdom (purple/Turkey) ruled by Lysimachus
c	Southern kingdom (brown/Egypt) ruled by Ptolemy (Ptolemaic kingdom)
d	Northern kingdom (orange/Syria-Persia) ruled by Seleucus (Seleucid kingdom).
· Why is the Seleucid kingdom (orange) called the Northern kingdom.  Geographically it should be the Eastern kingdom.
· It’s called the Northern kingdom because it is north of Israel. The same for the Southern kingdom because everything in prophecy revolves around the nation of Israel (Beautiful Land) and her people.  
· They are the people of covenant through whom God chose to bring his Son into the world to save those who believe in him.  They live in the land of covenant where the Son was born, lived, died, rose and will one day return to judge the world and make all things new.  
· They are not a special people other than God chose to make a  unilateral covenant with their father Abraham (Gen 12). For the most part they have rebelled against God and have rejected the Messiah. Nonetheless they are people of covenant and that is why they are hated by the world and the god of this world, Satan. 
3	So in the time between Alexander’s death and the Roman emperors, the land of Judea was caught between two waring powers: the northern Seleucid Kingdom of Syria and southern Ptolemaic kingdom of Egypt. They both wanted control of Judea (Israel). This period of time is the subject of verses 5-35, a very unique passage in the Bible.
a	Nowhere in the Bible is the prediction of the future (Daniel’s future) as detailed and specific as it is in this eleventh chapter of Daniel. 
b	Theologian Donald Campbell stated that in the first 35 verses of the chapter, there are at least 135 prophecies that have been literally fulfilled and can be verified by historical record. 
c	These verses are so detailed and specific that many liberal scholars believe Daniel did not write his own book and that someone else centuries later wrote it in retrospect pretending to be Daniel. 
d	Of course Daniel did write it because Daniel received a supernatural vision from God and God not only knows the future but is sovereign over the future. And therefore we can have hope, peace and courage no matter what is going on in our world.  
4	Now there is no way to approach this passage without a little history lesson so that we can get a feel for how precise this prophecy is. 
a	We are not going to cover every detail but I do need to draw attention to enough of it to reintroduce Antiochus Epiphanes. 
b	Antiochus is the subject of (v 21-35) and foreshadowing of the final human king over all humanity just before the Lord returns, the antichrist (v36-45).  
5	So, the title of today’s message is Prophecy fulfilled.  Next week Prophecy Yet to be Fulfilled. In verse 5, the angelic messenger says to Daniel … 

5 “The king of the South will become strong, but one of his commanders will become even stronger than he and will rule his own kingdom with great power. 
1	The king of the south is Ptolemy (1/6) one of Alexanders generals. One of his commanders mentioned here is actually Seleucus, another of Alexander’s generals who originally was King of the north.  
2	He was forced to flee his kingdom and became a commander in Ptolemy’s army in Egypt.  Ptolemy then helped him regain his kingdom in Syria and eventually Seleucus became more powerful than Ptolemy.  
3	Their successors (2nd generation) became bitter rivals but eventually worked out an agreement to keep the peace which was sealed, as the angel foretold, through an arranged marriage between the daughter of the king of the South (Egypt) named Bernice and the king of the North (Syria). Together they had a son.

6 After some years, they will become allies. The daughter of the king of the South will go to the king of the North to make an alliance, but she will not retain her power, and he and his power will not last. In those days she will be betrayed, together with her royal escort and her father and the one who supported her.
1	Two years after the arranged marriage the 2nd generation king of the North  dumped Bernice and married another wife. Perhaps this new wife suspected their was still a flame for Bernice so she assassinated the king of the north and killed Bernice and their child.  Day of our Lives?
2	In the 3rd generation of the kings of the north and south the king of the South (Bernice’s brother) attacked the king of the north to avenge his sisters murder. 
 
7 “One from her family line will arise to take her place. He will attack the forces of the king of the North and enter his fortress; he will fight against them and be victorious. 
1	Verses 9-12 accurately foretell the 4th generation king of the north would raise a huge army and attack the king of the south only to suffer defeat and enormous losses. 
2	Verse 13-16 correctly predict that thirteen years later he tried again and this time was aided by the Jews (v14) who were weary of being subjugated by the king of the south.  He was victorious. On his way home to Syria he spent some time in the Beautiful Land where he began persecuting the Jews who had helped him (v13-16).  
3	The prophecy goes on to reveal that this 4th generation king of the north, whom history tells us was Antiochus III would attempt to gain more power over the south (Egypt) by marrying his daughter to the son of the king of the South (v17).  
4	It didn’t work so he turned his efforts towards invading Greece. He was subsequently defeated by “a commander” from the Roman army (v18-20).  History tells us this Roman commander took his son hostage for twelve years.  
5	His son was Antiochus IV aka Antiochus Epiphanes who is the subject of the next 14 verses.  
a	He was not nearly as great as Cyrus, Darius, Xerxes or Alexander but the greater part of this vision is about him.  
b	The reason is that he will be one of the greatest persecutors of the Jewish people ever and a foreshadowing of even a greater persecutor, the antichrist.  So, we can learn about the coming antichrist by looking at Antiochus. 
6	Verses 21-24 the prophecy reveals his character … which is confirmed by history and which I will summarize. 
a	He was a contemptible/despicable person who had no right to the throne of the northern kingdom. It belonged to his nephew.  But he manipulated and deceived his way into power (v21).  
b	He would create a false sense of security by pretending to be for someone and then turn against them. His deceit made him very powerful and with that power he became very violent (bloodthirsty), a quality that was demonstrated in two invasions of the kingdom of the south. 
c	In the first (vs 25-28) he was victorious through both power and deception and entered into a shaky alliance with the king of the south. 
The two kings, with their hearts bent on evil, will sit at the same table and lie to each other (v27). 
· While this alliance is being formalized a rumor had spread in Jerusalem that Antiochus had been killed and there was great rejoicing.  
· So on his way home with all his plunder he invaded Jerusalem and because heart was set against the holy covenant and the people of covenant (v28).  
d	The second invasion of the south is detailed in (v 29). 

At the appointed time (appointed by who?) he will invade the South again, but this time the outcome will be different from what it was before. 30 Ships of the western coastlands will oppose him, and he will lose heart (Dan 11:29-30a)
1	This opposition was the Roman army.  
a	History tells us of a infamous meeting between Antiochus and the Roman general who led this naval fleet.   
b	When they met the Roman general drew a circle in the sand around Antiochus and told him if he stepped out of it before making a decision to return home to Syria all of Rome would be against him.  Antiochus made that decision and stepped backwards out of the circle. 
2	He was deeply humiliated in front of both the Roman army and his own. It was unbearable for this megalomaniac and became very angry and rageful.  
a	So on his way back to Syria as he traveled through Jerusalem he pretended to befriend and form an alliance with backslidden Jews who had forsaken their covenant with God and he established a fake peace with them (v30).  
b	Then without warning on a Sabbath day with 20,000 soldiers he mercilessly attacked and massacred the people and ravaged the city just as the prophecy foretold.

Then he will turn back and vent his fury against the holy covenant. He will return and show favor to those who forsake the holy covenant. 31 “His armed forces will rise up to desecrate the temple fortress and will abolish the daily sacrifice. Then they will set up the abomination that causes desolation (Dan 11:30b-31). 
1	This abomination foretold in Daniel’s prophecy was committed 360 years later when Antiochus Epiphanes profaned the temple by putting a statue of Zeus (who he claimed to be) in the very holy of holies. In other words he made himself god. And that is why he called himself Antiochus Epiphanes (God made manifest). 
2	He then took away the regular burnt offerings, put a pig on the altar, and with this & other abominations made the Temple unclean, unusable and desolate. Thousands were murdered including every circumcised infant who he hung outside their families’ homes.

32 With flattery he will corrupt those who have violated the covenant, but the people who know their God will firmly resist him (Maccabean revolt). 33 “Those who are wise will instruct many, though for a time they will fall by the sword or be burned or captured or plundered. 34 When they fall, they will receive a little help, and many who are not sincere will join them. 35 Some of the wise will stumble, so that they may be refined, purified and made spotless until the time of the end, for it will still come at the appointed time (Daniel 11:32-35).
1	Now as we will see next week at this point in the text there seems to be a gap in time between v35 and v36.  Verse 36 begins with what seems a fairly generic reference: “The king will do as he pleases.” 
a	A first glance we assume this to be a continuation of the prophecy about Antiochus.  But as you read into it further it becomes obvious that these verses of prophecy are talking about another king because they describe facts that are not historically applicable to Antiochus. 
b	We will cover those next week.  But the most obvious reason for assuming that these verses are about another yet future king is what immediately follows them in chapter 12. 
At that time (the time of that king) Michael, the great prince who protects your people, will arise. There will be a time of distress such as has not happened from the beginning of nations until then. But at that time your people—everyone whose name is found written in the book—will be delivered. 2 Multitudes who sleep in the dust of the earth will awake: some to everlasting life, others to shame and everlasting contempt. 3 Those who are wise r will shine like the brightness of the heavens, and those who lead many to righteousness, like the stars for ever and ever (Dan 12:1-3)
2	Again, the first verse of chapter 12 begins, “At that time,” which means “at the time just described, at the time of this future king.  At that time there will be (1) a great persecution, (2) a general resurrection, (3) a final judgment, and (4) the final, eternal blessedness for all those who’s names are found written in the book. 
3	The Lord himself took these verses as applying to the last days in his end times teaching in Matthew 24 and 25. He said, 
There will be great distress, unequaled from the beginning of the world until now—and never to be equaled again (Matt. 24:21). 
4	It is obviously quote from Daniel 12:1 and Jesus applies it to the time of persecution immediately preceding his return. We will explore that next week.  

But how do we apply this passage to our lives?
1	The God of the Bible is the true God. 
a	Since the prophecies fulfilled in Chapter 11 (and other places in the Bible) are made in the name of the God revealed in the Bible, then God of the Bible and no another must be the true God. 
b	The only explanation for 135 detailed events to be foretold and then fulfilled is that the God who foretold them is the One and Only True God. No other god can do this and therefore no other God should be followed and worshipped.  
2	The Bible is the Word of the true God.
a	Since these perfectly fulfilled prophecies are found in the Bible then the Bible must be the Word of God.   There are other important evidences for the Bible being the Word of God but certainly fulfilled prophecy like that of Daniel 11 is one of the most important.  
b	The Bible is not a book of unverifiable spiritual sayings like other religions have. It is God’s Word revealed in the verifiable history of the nations in Daniel’s prophecies; Babylon, Persia, Greece, Syria, Egypt and Rome all of which kept meticulous historical records especially the Romans.  
· It was into the Roman world our Savior was born and it was on a Roman cross during the reign of the Roman Pontius Pilate that he died for our sins outside of the Roman-occumpied city of Jerusalem. 
· And it was from a tomb guarded by Roman soldiers that Jesus rose from the dead and appeared alive to over 500 people who in turn took the message of his death and resurrection into the whole Roman world. That’s verifiable history.  
c	But we have something else to strengthen our faith.  We not only have the outward witness of the historically verifiable Word of God but we also have the inward witness, the indwelling Holy Spirit who makes that Word alive to us and who bears witness as to the truthfulness of the Word.  Jn 17:17; Heb 4:12 

1	The God of the Bible is the true God. 
2	The Bible is the Word of the true God.
3	The true God is sovereign over creation. 
a	The fulfillment of Daniel’s prophecies show that the God who disclosed these events to Daniel and then brought them to pass is sovereign over his creation. 
· Several times in this passage we read that a particular event will take place at the appointed time (v27,29,35,36).
·  The Appointer of the appointed time is God. He not only knows the future he is Lord over the future.
b	There are some people who assert God knows but does not direct the future.  
· They say he knows what people will do and therefore acts accordingly to use created beings decisions and other acts of happenchance to bring about his divine will.  
· But God is more than a foreknowing God, he is a Sovereign God. He a God who not only knows the future, he is a God who determines the future. He is not subject to the whims of man.  He is Sovereign God.
c	If he is not sovereign than we would have no assurance of a future final victory over evil.  
· How would we know that victory is for sure if God’s decisions were dependent upon man’s decisions?  
· How would Daniel know that his people would in fact one day be delivered? 
· How could you be sure of any future promise that God has made like the resurrection and glorious eternity promised in chapter 12?
d	See if God is not sovereign and in control of all things then there is no assurance of the outcome and therefore no hope for the future.  If God is not in the drivers seat, man is.  And if that is the case then God is dependent upon how man drives the car.   
e	But God is sovereign. And we do have the assurance of the final victory over evil.  He will make all things new.  There will be no more pain or sorrow.  Therefore will do have hope.  Therefore we can have peace. Therefore I can implicitly trust him.  
f	However, if God is sovereign and perfectly working out his will in all things how then do our decisions matter?  In a universe over which a Sovereign God reigns do we have any responsibility for our decisions?  The answer is yes. 
· The Bible teaches us that God is Sovereign and at the same time that human beings are responsible for their decisions.
· If God is the ultimate decider then how do our decisions matter? We are not told. We are simply assured that both God’s decisions & actions and our decisions and actions are in play at the same time, including our sinful decisions and actions.
g	For example, Joseph was sold into slavery by his brothers … a sinful decision for which they were responsible before God.  
· God was not the author of that sin nor did he tempt them to sin (James 1:13). They were responsible for their sinful decision. But that decision they made was also the outworking of the sovereign will of God that eventually resulted in Joseph being made the prime minister of Egypt.  
· As prime minister Joesph was put in charge of storing up grain and then overseeing it’s distribution during a future famine.  
· Years later the famine was so bad it drove his brothers to Egypt looking for grain.  Providently Joseph and his brothers met face to face and they greatly feared for their lives. At the end of it all Joseph said to his brothers, 
You intended to harm me, but God intended (not used it) it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives (Gen 50:20).  
h	The same is true in your life.  Philippians 2 says …

Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed—not only in my presence, but now much more in my absence—continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling, 13 for it is God who works in you to will and to act in order to fulfill his good purpose (Phil 2:12-13).
· Work out your salvation because God works in you.  You work and God works.  
· You exercise your will to work out your salvation. God exercises his will to work out your salvation. 
· You will to act.  God wills your actions. It’s not one or the other, but both.  
i	The same is true concerning your salvation. Years ago I read a statement by J.I. Packer about this that has always stuck with me.  
· Above the doorway of salvation, above it says, all who call on the name of the Lord shall be saved (Rom 10:13). 
· After you step inside and look over the door it says, I chose you before the creation of the world (Eph 1:4).  
j	It’s a divine mystery we accept by faith.  
For now we see only a reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known (1 Cor 13:12).


Discussion Questions
1	What is the main takeaway for you from Sunday’s message.
2	Daniel 11 is full of chaos between nations and conflicts between people.  But in it all, even in the details, God was working out his plan. What does that imply for you in your life?
3	Read 2 Peter 1:19-21. The Bible is not a history book, it is a prophetic book according to Peter.  It’s prophetic because it comes from God. And yet it also contains the history of nations, kings, rulers, cities and people. Why is that important and how does it make one more confident in God’s Word?
4	God’s sovereignty does not mean that our good decisions and actions don’t matter or that we are not responsible for our sinful decisions and actions.  But in all things … both good and bad, God works for the good of those who love him and are called according to his purpose (Romans 8:28). How does that realization affect your mind and heart? 
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