Devotional

Day 1: God as Our Portion
Reading: Psalm 119:57-64

Devotional:

The psalmist begins by declaring, "You are my portion, Lord." This powerful
statement reminds us that God alone should be our ultimate satisfaction and
desire. In a world that constantly offers substitutes for God, we must
intentionally choose Him as our portion daily.

Reflect on what it means to have God as your portion. Are there areas in your
life where you're seeking fulfillment from sources other than God? Ask the
Holy Spirit to reveal any "God substitutes" in your life and to renew your
desire for God above all else.

Today, practice saying aloud, "Lord, You are my portion." Let this
declaration shape your priorities and decisions throughout the day.

Day 2: The Resolve to Obey
Reading: Philippians 2:12-13

Devotional:

The psalmist made a firm resolution: "I have promised to obey your words."
This commitment wasn't made in the heat of temptation, but as a
predetermined choice. Similarly, Paul encourages the Philippians to "work
out your salvation with fear and trembling."

Obedience to God requires our resolve, but it also depends on God's grace.
We make the decision to obey, yet we rely on God's power working in us to
fulfill that commitment. This beautiful partnership between our will and
God's empowerment is at the heart of Christian living.

Today, make a specific resolution to obey God in an area where you've been
struggling. Write it down as a promise to God. Then, pray for His grace to
empower your obedience.



Day 3: Freedom Through Obedience
Reading: John 8:31-36

Devotional:

Our culture often equates freedom with a lack of restrictions. However, true
freedom is found in aligning ourselves with God's design for our lives. Jesus
teaches that real freedom comes through knowing the truth and being set free
by the Son.

Obedience to God's Word doesn't diminish our joy; it protects and increases
it. Like a fish thrives in water, we flourish when we live within the
boundaries God has set for us. Outside of those boundaries, we struggle like a
fish out of water.

Reflect on areas where obedience to God has brought you freedom. How has
following God's ways liberated you from fear, guilt, or harmful patterns?
Thank God for the freedom you've experienced through obedience.

Day 4: Grace and Obedience
Reading: Titus 2:11-14

Devotional:

There's often a misconception that being "under grace" means we no longer
need to obey God's moral law. However, the grace of God actually teaches us
to say "no" to ungodliness and empowers us to live godly lives.

Grace and obedience are not opposed to each other. Rather, true
understanding of God's grace leads to a desire to obey Him out of love and
gratitude. Our obedience doesn't earn God's favor, but it demonstrates that
we've truly grasped the magnitude of His grace.

Today, meditate on how God's grace has changed your life. How has it
motivated you to live differently? Ask God to deepen your understanding of
His grace and let it fuel your obedience.



Day 5: Nourished by God's Word
Reading: Matthew 4:1-4

Devotional:

Jesus, quoting Deuteronomy, declares that "man does not live on bread alone,
but on every word that comes from the mouth of God." Just as we need
physical food daily, we require regular spiritual nourishment from God's
Word.

Consistent Bible reading requires discipline and intentionality. It's not always
easy or immediately rewarding, but it's essential for our spiritual growth. We
come to the Bible not to feel better about ourselves or to check off a religious
duty, but to encounter the living God and be transformed by His truth.

Challenge yourself to establish a daily Bible reading habit. Start small if
needed, but be consistent. Ask God to give you a hunger for His Word and to
speak to you through it each day.

Remember, the goal of Bible reading is not just knowledge, but a deepening
relationship with God. As you read, pray for the Holy Spirit to illuminate the
Scripture and apply it to your life.



