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What an eventful year it has been in the history of Sulphur Grove! Together we have worked diligently and hard to position
Sulphur Grove for a new era of fruitfulness in our mission to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the
world. Despite COVID-19, the Missional Church Consultation Initiative prescriptions are being implemented. This month we
will see the Gathering Area remodel begin which will take our hospitality ministry to a new level. We are also exploring the
possibility of offering valet parking for those with limited mobility on Sunday mornings. We brought back Sunday School for
all ages. We have a new playground for families with children. We have taken back Wednesdays for a midweek worship
service, bible study, and other classes. All this has been a part of a long term vision and plan to reenergize and revitalize our
ability as a church to reach new people for Jesus Christ. As we continue to work toward this goal there is another major piece
that needs to be implemented that I have mentioned before – Dinner Church.
As a reminder, Dinner Church is designed to emulate how Jesus and the early Christians did ministry and worship around a
meal. Dinner Church, as envisioned here at Sulphur Grove, will consist of a simple meal, simple meaning a meal that is quick
and easy to prepare. It will not require people cooking in the kitchen all day long. Another key feature of Dinner Church is at
each table, there will be positioned a servant from Sulphur Grove whose job will be to engage people in conversation and learn
names (nametags will be utilized).
Training will be provided on a simple technique that one can use to have a virtually never ending conversation with a stranger.
It also gives the guests a recognizable face and connection when they return to future services. The meal time is about 30-45
minutes. Then the singing of 2-3 hymns and/or praise songs begins. After the time of singing, there will be a leader (pastor or
lay person) who simply tells the stories of Jesus. There is no preaching – just telling the stories of Jesus and how it relates to
people today. Finally, people in attendance are given an opportunity for prayer, with the people being invited to pray for one
another (if they wish, or if not, that’s OK too) at their table and a pastoral prayer. The guests are then invited to a time of
greeting one another and fellowship. They are then invited to help clean up and tear down, as well as invited to come the
following week and help set up and prepare the meal.
I have been asked numerous times about how we can get the “Grub” guests involved in worship and the church. Dinner
Church is one way we can get them involved. In fact, this is the first group of people I intend to “target.” At Grub on the Run
this month, I intend to have a flyer inviting people to this new weekly event which will begin in February 2022. I need your
help. It doesn’t take a large number of people to do Dinner Church but it will require various servants to make it happen.
Rather than go into detail here I have scheduled a Dinner Church organizational meeting for January 4th at 6:30 p.m. in the
Taylorsville Sanctuary. This is an opportunity to just come and learn about Dinner Church and how you might be able to serve
and help make this new outreach worship service work. I do ask that all be in prayer for this endeavor.
One final note. It has been shared with me that a few people have expressed a “distaste” for the idea of Dinner Church
because they believe we shouldn’t “bribe people with a meal” to come to church. I respect their right to believe what they want
to believe. At the same time I also challenge anyone who feels this way to think about whom is being criticized in this kind of
statement. Is it not really a slam against Jesus? It was Jesus who gave us this model for doing ministry and church. Besides,
even if it were a bribe (which it is not), there is not anything corrupt or evil about feeding and loving people is there?
Please be in prayer for this new outreach ministry and worship service of our church. It’s just one more way when can
fulfill our mission statement of “Growing disciples, living and sharing God’s love.” I invite you to attend the January 4th
meeting to learn more about Dinner Church and how you can support it through your prayers,
presence, and maybe even your service.
Blessings & Peace,

WATCH OR LISTEN LIVE!
Traveling this winter? Visiting family? You can still worship with your friends and neighbors at Sulphur
Grove! The Taylorsville campus broadcasts the 10:45am service live online every week. Simply go to
www.sulphurgrove.org/online to watch, or if you have a slower internet connection, you can listen to our
audio-only broadcast. Live-streaming of our Y services is coming soon!
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Meditation from my heart….

I ask myself everyday, where has time gone? We flew through November and now we
find ourselves in December already! We have entered into the Season of Advent, a time
when we ponder the depth of love that God bestowed upon each of us with the birth of
Jesus.
I am really enjoying my visits with members of our church family who are either
homebound or living in care facilities. They are gracious! They are excited to hear the
latest news about all of you who are able to gather together at church each Sunday.
It has made me sad to discover that many of these special people have no family to
celebrate the holidays with. Could it be that you might consider having someone share
Christmas with your family? Maybe you would consider taking part of your day to make a
short visit with one of our special friends. Someday we could each find ourselves in a
similar situation and long for someone to reach out to us. If you are willing to share your
love, let me know and I will match you up with someone who will really appreciate your love and kindness.
Finally, I am asking all of you to reach out by sending cards to our special friends. I have composed a list of all our shutins with their addresses. Please extend your gift of love to them with cards and messages. I challenge you to do this in
remembrance of the many ways your life has been enriched by God’s love for you.
I wish you many blessings, profound peace, and abundant Hope!
Pastor Bonnie

The SonLight

MISSIONS AND OUTREACH

Page 4

“We are a ‘mission church.’
We believe in reaching out to those in need locally, nationally and globally.”

HOMEFULL REPORT

I want to thank Peggy Beavin, Jim & Rita Carmen,
Brenda Weaver and Dave Farlee for all their help. This
month we served 68 ladies and 44 family members. We
served chicken & noodles, green beans, fresh fruit,
Hawaiian rolls, cupcakes, Welch’s fruit drinks, and water.
It was really busy with so many hungry people and they
enjoyed having smiling faces waiting on them.

ADOPT A FAMILY CHRISTMAS

This year we will have 6 families from Wesley Community Center to bless this Christmas! We are continuing
our new tradition of giving the families gift cards for
Christmas.
There are several ways to donate.
1. Buy a $25 or $50 gift card from Walmart
a. In person and drop them off in the Adopt a
Family Christmas box in the Gathering Area at
Taylorsville
b. Online (https://giftcards.walmart.com/) and
have it sent to:
Sulphur Grove United Methodist Church,
Attn: Adopt-a-Family
7505 Taylorsville Rd.,
Huber Heights, OH 45424
2. Donate any amount to SGUMC –
a. Mail a check and write on memo line - Adopt a
Family.
b. Go to www.sulphurgrove.org and use the Give
menu.
1. If you are on a computer, scroll down to
Adopt a Family.
2. If you are on the phone, click See All and
scroll down to Adopt a Family.
Whether or not you are able to donate financially,
please pray and share God’s love with the families by
signing Christmas cards for them and drop the cards off in
the Adopt a Family Christmas box in the Gathering Area
at Taylorsville.
Deadline for donations is Sunday, December 12, 2021.
Sulphur Grove, working with Wesley Center, has reached
out to the families who seek help for many years now.
You have blessed their lives. Please prayerfully consider
donating this year as the need continues to be great.
Bring joy to those in need and bring joy to yourself in
helping others!
Merry Christmas!
Mission Committee

BLANKET THE WORLD WITH
LOVE- A CHANCE TO CARE

Church World Service (CWS) Blanket Sunday is
December 12. Congregations around the world host
blanket offerings to live out a mission to serve God’s
people near and far. When difficult times happen, a kind
and loving response can make all the difference. That is
why the CWS was created - to give a kind, loving,
tangible response to someone facing a difficult time,
reminding them that they are not alone.
Your support of Blanket Sunday gives people around the
world hope, warmth, and a reminder that they are loved.
Please consider giving to this worthy cause. If paying by
check make it out to Sulphur Grove UMC mark on memo
line “Blanket”. Thank you for your generosity.
2 Corinthians 9:11 Yes, God will give you much so that
you can give away much, and when we take your gifts to
those who need them they will break out into thanksgiving
and praise to God for your help.

ADVENT IS THE SEASON FOR
SHARING GOD’S LOVE AND
ENJOYING ONE ANOTHER’S
FELLOWSHIP

This is the month in which we celebrate God’s great gift
of love in giving us his Son, Jesus Christ. Please consider
showing God’s Love to your family, to your neighbors,
and to your friends by taking home several additional
meals from Grub on the Run and inviting family,
neighbors, and friends into your home to share those
meals with you and enjoy their fellowship as you break
bread together. While this is not quite the same thing as
the fellowship you enjoy around one of the tables at Grub
at the Grove, it is fellowship you can enjoy around your
own table. Whatever you choose to do during this Advent
Season, remember always to say THANK YOU TO GOD
FOR THE GIFT OF HIS SON, JESUS THE CHRIST.
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“We are a ‘mission church.’
We believe in reaching out to those in need locally, nationally and globally.”

GRUB ON THE RUN
MARK YOUR CALENDAR AND TELL YOUR FRIENDS

The December Grub on the Run will be Tuesday, December 14. Your Grub servants will gather at Sulphur Grove
between 5:00pm and 6:30pm to hand you our December dinner on the run edition of Grub at the Grove. You will be
served a take and eat meal of potato/ham/cheese bake, green beans, applesauce, bread, and dessert (until we run out).
Your servants hope to see you there.

DO YOU MISS THE DINE-IN, SIT-DOWN GRUB AT THE GROVE?

Your Grub Leadership Team has been working throughout this year to bring Grub on the Run to the Huber Heights
community. On October 26, Grub on the Run served 261 guests and volunteers as some guests lined up in the SGUMC
parking lot as early as 4:45 to drive through the parking lot to receive their meals, had their meals delivered by our Grub
on the Go drivers and enjoyed their meal after serving as a volunteer through a beautiful fall evening. Because of
COVID-19, the 2021 edition of Grub has not had the same look and feel that it has had in the past years. Nor did it have
the “full service” menu that people had grown accustomed to with Grub at the Grove. While we may not yet be “full
service”, our menus have treated and will treat our guests, shut-ins, and volunteers with the same high quality meals we
have come to be known for in November and December.
We are hoping to continue serving our guests in any way we can including bring back the “old” Grub as soon as we
possibly can and prudent health precautions permit; but for now the COVID-19 edition of Grub will continue to be
different. After the December Grub the Grub Leadership Team and the Church Council will be evaluating Grub and the
COVID-19 environment to determine whether the Grub “as usual” can return or it will continue “on the Run”. So,
please bear with us and be prepared to be surprised. We are continuing to work out issues as they arise; so, please stay
tuned to the Sulphur Grove weekly email and future editions of the SonLight.

UMW NEWS ...




All ladies are invited to attend UMW meetings and events

CARITAS will meet Wednesday, December 1, at 11:00am at TJ Chumps for a Christmas luncheon. Those who plan
on attending should contact Marge Graves. If possible, bring a box of any size diapers for Wesley Center. The FISH
item is toothpaste. For more information contact Marge Graves at 937-441-7667 or margegraves64@gmail.com.
NEW DIMENSIONS will meet Tuesday, December 14, at 7:00pm at Evvie Moore’s home, 4841 Amberwood Dr
for a meeting and Christmas celebration. The FISH item is toothpaste. For more information contact Darlene Rabe
937-307-5489 or rabedc@aol.com.
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UPCOMING EVENTS AND MORE...
JOIN US THIS YEAR FOR
CHRISTMAS CITY!
Play games with your
families to learn how
different countries
around the world
Celebrate Christmas.
December 18th from
6-8

~~ FROM THE OFFICE ~~
The office will be closed on Friday, December
24th in observance of the Christmas holiday.
 The office will be closed on Friday, December
31 in observance of the New Year holiday.


There will be a Longest Night Service for those who
have lost a loved one on Wednesday, December
22nd at 7pm in the Taylorsville Sanctuary.
Have a Merry Christmas and a
Safe and Blessed New Year!
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December
TAYLORSVILLE

Worship 8:30am & 10:45 am
December 5
2nd Sunday of Advent

YMCA

Worship 10:30 am
December 5

ing Faith in the Story of the Grinch:

2nd Sunday of Advent
“The Heart that Grew Three Sizes: Finding Faith in the Story of the Grinch:

December 12
3rd Sunday of Advent

December 12
3rd Sunday of Advent

“The Heart that Grew Three Sizes: FindWhen Everything is Wrong”
Numbers 13: 1-3, 17-21, 25-33

When Everything is Wrong”
Numbers 13: 1-3, 17-21, 25-33

“The Heart that Grew Three Sizes: Finding Faith in the Story of the Grinch:

“The Heart that Grew Three Sizes: Finding Faith in the Story of the Grinch:

December 19
4th Sunday of Advent

December 19
4th Sunday of Advent

When Christmas Isn’t Christmas”
Matthew 2: 1-12

“The Heart that Grew Three Sizes: Finding Faith in the Story of the Grinch:

When Light Shines”
John 1: 1-14

When Christmas Isn’t Christmas”
Matthew 2: 1-12

“The Heart that Grew Three Sizes: Finding Faith in the Story of the Grinch:

When Light Shines”
John 1: 1-14

December 22
7pm Longest Night Service
December 24
Christmas Eve
5:30pm Family Friendly Service
7:00pm Holy Communion in Holden
Chapel
8:00pm Christmas Eve Candlelight
Service Cantata
December 26

“The Heart that Grew Three Sizes: Finding Faith in the Story of the Grinch:

When Joy is Our Song”
2 Corinthians 5: 13/21

There will be no Christmas Eve
services at the Y or Brandt this year.
They will resume next year

December 26

“The Heart that Grew Three Sizes: Finding Faith in the Story of the Grinch:

When Joy is Our Song”
2 Corinthians 5: 13/21

Please keep in mind, if you do not feel comfortable returning to church just
yet, online streaming will continue to be available.
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SULPHUR GROVE GIVING OF OUR TITHES &
OFFERINGS—YEAR TO DATE AS OF OCTOBER 31, 2021
On-line giving available on our website at www.sulphurgrove.org.
Total General Fund Giving

$507,660.73

Transfers to Budget

$900.76

Total General Fund Income

$508,561.49

Loan Balance

$510,276.90

Total General Fund Expenses

$531,115.83

Payment to Loan Principal

$1,145,148.42

Monthly detailed finance reports are available through the church
office. Please contact Ray Fosnot at treasurer@sulphurgrove.org or
236-5970 if you would like to receive a report or have questions.

January 2022

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE:

Friday, December 3, 2021

Please submit articles to Traci at
tracis@sulphurgrove.org
or drop off at the church office.
Lengthy articles may be
subject to editing.
Questions? Please call the church
office at 236-5970.

Sulphur Grove United Methodist Church Ministers
The People of Sulphur Grove United Methodist Church including:
Barry Baughman ......... Lead Pastor
Normal Moxley ............Pastor Y Location & Brandt UMC
Bonnie Loudner .......... Congregational Care Pastor
Eric Munson ................ Director of Youth Ministries
Candy Buffenbarger ... Director of Children’s Ministries
Samantha Seeberg....... Taylorsville Choir Director
Norman Moxley .......... Y Worship Leader
Jessica Voline .............. Y Production Worship Specialist
Lea Warren ................. Technical Multi-Media Specialist
Gary Carmack ............ Brandt Worship Leader
Ray Fosnot .................. Treasurer
Jenny Vossler .............. Financial Secretary
Traci Schaaf ................ Administrative Assistant

TAYLORSVILLE
7505 Taylorsville Road
Huber Heights OH 45424
(937) 236-5970
Worship ~ 8:30am & 10:45am
Kiawanda Language Worship
3:00pm -5:00pm in Holden Chapel

YMCA
7251 Shull Road
Huber Heights OH 45424
(937) 236-9622
Worship ~ 10:30am

Taylorsville Office Hours:
Mon - Thurs: 9:00am - 1:30pm
Closed on Fridays until further notice
www.sulphurgrove.org office@sulphurgrove.org

BRANDT
6805 East US 40
Tipp City, OH 45371
(937) 845-8025
Worship ~ 12:00pm

