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WATCH OR LISTEN LIVE! 
 

Traveling this fall? Visiting family? You can still worship with your friends and neighbors at 
Sulphur Grove! We broadcast the 10:45am service live online every week. Simply go to 
www.sulphurgrove.org/online to watch, or if you have a slower internet connection, you can 
listen to our audio-only broadcast.  
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Meditation from my heart… 
 

My vacation has passed, but the memories linger in my mind. I love to watch the excitement 
as each family arrives from Dayton, Columbus, and New Jersey. Everybody shares hugs and 
then gets busy unpacking their cars so they can head for the sand and the sea.  
I love when Nancy Jo brings in a new puzzle that looks more difficult than the one from last 
year.  I enjoy being part of the group who takes some time throughout the week to piece   
together a beautiful visual that matches the picture on the box.  
I revel in the evenings when we gather for dinner and prayer. Each family takes one night 
during the week to cook. We all pitch in to put together our version of “Buford Boil.” One 
night this year, everybody bought their own fresh fish to fry or broil for dinner… I surprised 
the kids with crab legs. 
One memory is so special, I must share it with you, even though I know you will think I am 
totally nuts! Monday morning, as usual, I was the last one up. Suzanne came to my room and 
asked if I would be responsible for Amelia so she and Eric could take a long bike ride. Of 
course, I said yes. Amelia then bolted into my room and said, “Gram get your bathing suit on, 
grab your beach towel, and let’s get out to the ocean!” 

I barely had time to set my stuff down on the shore when Amelia asked if I would help her get the paddle board out into the water. In 
my mind I thought ok, I can hold onto the board as she floats around. The board was much heavier than I imagined, but we managed 
to get it out far enough that it was floating on top of about two feet of water. I was waiting for Amelia to climb on top when she 
looked at me and said, “Ok, Gram, now you need to get on the board.”  
Well, I had plenty of excuses for why I was not going to get on that paddle board, but with each excuse came kind words of          
encouragement. “Gram, come on, you can do this. Just get on the board and I will help you take a ride… trust me, Gram, I know you 
can do this.” So, after several tries, I managed to get up on top of the board and lay flat. Then Amelia started giving more             
instructions and more words of encouragement for every time I said I could not do this. 
Amelia’s words still linger in my mind as I remember finally easing myself up on my knees. At that point I let her know that was all 
I would be able to do. ‘Gram, be brave… don’t be afraid… I just know you can do this… just try!”  Ok, then I had one foot in stand-
ing position, then I was able to get the other foot planted. It was like I was doing the “Upward Dog” maneuver in Yoga… but let me 
tell you, I was still holding onto those paddle board ropes! Then came that little voice again. “Gram, you are almost there, just trust 
yourself and stand up… come on Gram, just do it.” So, I let go of the ropes and I stood up! It was a miracle! …then I fell! 
You need to know, I love the ocean, but I do not swim and I have an irrational fear of drowning. That is why this memory is so    
important for me. I wish I could express the depth of faith that it took to even get on that paddle board, let alone allow a little angel 
help me see that I could do something that I thought was totally impossible. Oh… while I was screaming and falling, Amelia was 
immediately by my side telling me that everything was going to be ok. “You did it Gram, you did stand up!” Then she showered me 
with kisses and a big hug!  
You know, over the last few weeks, schools around this area opened their doors for our children to enter and began a new year of 
education. For many children, school will be a breeze! Learning will come easy for them, getting back into a new routine will be as 
easy as breathing. But there are many children who will see everything as a big challenge, just like I experienced on the paddle 
board. For some it might be their very first year in school; others may be new to this district. Some kids may be nervous to meet a 
new teacher. 
The reality is that all the students entering those school doors will experience something brand new this fall. Math may be more    
difficult than last year. Science might have been fun in the past, but now chemistry feels like learning a foreign language. Our      
students need an Amelia around to encourage them each step of the way. They need parents, grandparents, or even a friendly      
neighbor like you, who will listen to how their day goes, hear their struggles, and offer affirming, encouraging words to offset their 
fears and thoughts of doubt.  
There was a hushed silence the first time my sixteen-year-old Ethan took off his shirt at the beach revealing a tattoo on his chest. 
There were three crosses. Underneath the crosses was a scripture reference, Romans 15:5. Ethan and I had an opportunity one      
afternoon to talk about the significance of that verse in his life.  
Ethan is really missing his dad! Paul was his support and encourager while Nancy Jo was busy meeting Jacob’s medical needs. He 
said he remembers how his father encouraged him and lifted his spirits up when he met challenges that were tough. Ethan said he 
knows that God is his encouragement as he endures obstacles without a dad to cheer him on. He wants to be that kind of guy to other 
kids. 
Romans 15:5 says, “May the God of endurance and encouragement give you the same attitude toward each other, similar to the     
attitude of Christ Jesus.”  I pray that you hold those words in your heart as you become the cheerleader, the support, the encourager 
for the children you know, as they prepare to face the challenges that a new school year brings. Likewise, pray for our teachers, and 
extend that same encouragement for endurance to them as they deal with their own apprehension about the new school year and all it 
will bring. Put on your Amelia attitude of kindness and caring…then just trust God…I know you can do it! 
When winter sets in, there will be days when I dream about next year’s vacation at Oak Island with hot sunny days and warm ocean 
breezes at night. I might even dream about giving that Paddle board another try… but only if Amelia is with me and I have the OAR 
next time to lean on. 
 
I wish you many BLESSINGS, abundant HOPE, and profound PEACE...  
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HOMEFUL UPDATE 
Homeful served 120 people at St Paul’s UMC on      
Huffman today. We served Johnny Marzetti, green beans, 
bread, and cupcakes along with fruit juice and             
water. Want to thank Jim and Rita Carmen, Shari Coover, 
Dave, and myself for serving today. I also want to thank 
Sandy Ploutz and Shari for helping to make the 135    
cupcakes we took. We were asked to cook and serve 
again on August 30th. The need is so great and the people 
appreciate the food and work we do. 
 

MCCURDY MISSION TEAM 
AGAPE NOTES 

On September 24th, four members of your church family 
will be traveling to Espanola, New Mexico where they 
will do a variety of tasks to support the McCurdy       
Ministries Community Center. You are invited to write 
notes of support and encouragement to each team     
member. The members of the team are: Ron Doyle,  
Kathleen Roberts, Terry Wilson, and Carla Oatman.  
Please turn your notes into the church office by           
September 19th. Thank you for sharing your love and 
support. 
 

KAIROS 
Finally after 2&1/2 years Kairos is going back inside and 
we need your help. My name is Diann Barlow and I am a 
Kairos volunteer at Dayton Correctional institute. The 
Kairos weekend will be September 22-25, 2022. The  
mission of Kairos is to share the transforming love and 
forgiveness of Jesus Christ to impact the hearts and lives 
of incarcerated men, women, and youth as well as their 
families to become loving and productive citizens of their 
communities. Kairos volunteers lead a 3 day spiritual  
retreat in the prison to accomplish this mission.   
There are many ways to serve in Kairos, inside and     
outside of the prison. On the outside we need people to 
pray, bake cookies, write agape notes, donate               
financially, attend closing, and prepare meals for the 
weekend. The meals are prepared at a local church then 
delivered to the prison. You can also serve inside the  
prison as a member of a Kairos Inside team. 
I ask that you prayerfully consider how you can support 
Kairos Prison Ministry. Please call me at 937-776-1443 
or email me at dmbarlo@yahoo.com for more              
information. 
 
 

BEGINNING ANEW 
For many households late August and early September is 
a time that the household calendar begins anew. For some 
it is the time of new school schedules with new start and 
finish times, new activity schedules whether it be sport 
schedules or caregiver schedules driven by children, 
grandchildren, or great-grandchildren. Driving schedules 
driven by grandparent “Uber”, or meeting schedules  
driven by the start-up of organizations awakening from 
their summer hiatus, or your whole life driven by The 
Ohio State University football “home” and “away”    
schedule.   
Fall is also the time to begin anew with Grub-on-the-Run, 
a new time to volunteer as a servant working in support of 
Grub-on-the-Run, a new time to become one of the 
wheels for Grub-on-the-Go delivering meals to a shut-in 
who is having health issues or to a neighbor who is     
lonely, or a new time to be a guest of Grub-on-the-Run 
driving through the Sulphur Grove parking lot on the 
fourth Tuesday of the month between 5:00 pm and 6:00 
pm to pick up meals for yourself, your family, and for 
that lonely or shut-in neighbor. It is also time for your 
Grub Leadership Team to plan new menus, to plan new 
dates for Grub, and to consider ways we can serve more 
and more hungry people in Huber Heights. 
In September your Grub servants have planned to serve a 
warm, nourishing, to-go dinner of meatloaf, parsley    
potatoes, green beans, bread, and a home baked frosted 
piece of cake. Sorry, if you want ice cream with your 
cake, we couldn’t figure out how to keep the ice cream 
cold while keeping the meat loaf warm. So as you plan 
your new schedule for September and on into the fall, 
mark your calendar to drive through Grub on September 
27 to pick up your meals and to become a servant at Grub 
on the 27th. 
Also, stay tuned in future articles in the Sulphur Grove 
media postings, the Tuesday email messages, the Sunday 
bulletins, and editions of the SonLight, for the future 
plans for the fall and on into the new year.  Remember, as 
you learn new information from the Sulphur Grove    
communications, share that information with others; so, 
we can reach more and more hungry people in Huber 
Heights.  

MISSIONS AND OUTREACH  
“We are a ‘mission church.’ 

We believe in reaching out to those in need locally, nationally and globally.” 
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~~ UMW NEWS ~~ 

All ladies are invited to attend UMW meetings and events 
 CARITAS will meet Wednesday, September 7 at 9:30 am in the Fellowship Hall. The Fish item is toilet paper. For 

more information contact Brenda Stevenson (937) 506-8959 or brenda.stevenson@ameritech.net. 
 
 NEW DIMENSIONS will meet Tuesday, September 13 at 7:00 pm at the home of Pam Albers, 8830 Christygate 

Lane. We will be discussing Chapter 11 in the study “Encouraging One Another”. The Fish item is toilet paper. For 
more information contact Darlene Rabe (937) 307-5489 or rabedc@aol.com. 

MISSIONS AND OUTREACH  

FINAL MONTH TO COLLECT FOR FLOOD BUCKETS 
Thank you so much to those of you who have given thus far $1,274.15 to flood buckets for Church 
World Service. This is the final month for collecting. Sulphur Grove’s generous hearts for mission 
are amazing. The cost of a flood bucket is $75 with $3 for shipping. We will be collecting through 
the month of September. If you write a check please indicate on the memo line flood bucket. How 
welcome a flood bucket would be for one who has experienced a flood or other natural disaster. 
Thanks again, Sulphur Grove for your generosity. 
In His love and Service, 
Jean Mahan, Mission Committee 

 
 
 

 MEN OF ACTION 
The 4th annual Men of Action, “Men In The Park” fellowship event is Sunday, September 18th from 1:00pm to 4:00pm. 
The event will be at Carriage Hill Metropark at the Cedar Lake shelter house, 7891 Shull Rd, Huber Heights. The grills 
will be hot by 1:00pm; all you have to do is bring your own food to grill and you are welcome to share with the group. 
We will eat, have fun, and plan to host a small cornhole tournament. You can also fish at the Carriage Hill Farms pond, 
and you do not need a fishing license. If you have questions about the event, please contact Ryan Gibson at:              
rgibson6109@gmail.com or (937) 266-7977. 
 
 
 

MY VERY OWN BLANKET 
Dedicated to comforting children in foster care! 

Sunday, October 2 at 12 pm 
Can you cut? Can you knot? Can you work as a team? Then you can share God’s love by making a    
blanket for a child!!!! It’s fun and it’s easy. 
All women are invited to attend and help My Very Own Blanket make individual blankets for children 
in the foster care system. Spend a little time to cut and fringe blankets. The result of your efforts will   
create warmth, comfort, security and most of all, a SMILE.   
We will start with a lunch at 12pm and begin creating blankets at 1pm. There are no fees but donations 
will be accepted to help cover the cost of materials. 
Registration will be held in the Gathering Area each Sunday in September.   

You may also register online at https://www.sulphurgrove.org/event/mvob/ 
Questions: Contact Jacqueline Bunke, (937) 760-7652, jacquelinegae@gmail.com or Sheri Coover, (937) 219-3312, 
Skcoover@gmail.com 

“We are a ‘mission church.’ 
We believe in reaching out to those in need locally, nationally and globally.” 
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GRIEF SHARE: 
Journey from Mourning to Joy 

I came to Sulphur Grove in September of 2021. I am overwhelmed with the number of funerals we have      
experienced during this last year. There are many people who are hurting and need support. I am inviting you 
to meet with me on Sunday afternoons for a time of help and encouragement for all of you who are grieving 
the loss of someone you love. I have chosen grief specific curriculum to help us on our journey of grief. 
 
Grief Share is a support group that will meet weekly for 13 weeks. There are three steps of our time together: 
  
 We will view a video with encouraging information 
 Small group discussion about our weekly video 
 Personal time of sharing and praying with each 

 
You will each receive a workbook that will provide you with words of encouragement and comfort from     
specific scriptures and you will be encouraged to journal your thoughts during the week following our support 
group. 
 
We will begin our Journey from Mourning to Joy… 
 
 Sunday, September 11th.  
 3:00pm – 5:00 pm 
 Room 304 
 
You are welcome to begin attending our Grief Share group at any point. Each session is “self-contained,” so 
you do not have to attend in sequence. You will be able to pick up any session you missed in our next             
13 week cycle.  
 
Please share this information with your friends and neighbors . . . our hearts are open to anyone who is having 
a hard time with the loss of a loved one. Help is coming!   
 
If you have questions, please contact me at 937-371-6966 or bonniel@sulphurgrove.org 
 
See you in September! 
Pastor Bonnie 
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TAYLORSVILLE 

Worship 8:30am & 10:45am 

September 4 
“Counting the Cost” 
Jeremiah 18: 1-11 

September 11 
“Finding the Lost” 
Luke 15: 1-10 

September 18 
“Debts are Tossed” 
Luke 16: 1-13 

September 25 
“Crossing the Gulf” 
Luke 16: 19-31 

September 

Please keep in mind, if you do not feel comfortable returning to church just 
yet, online streaming will continue to be available. 
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The People of Sulphur Grove United Methodist Church including: 

Sulphur Grove United Methodist Church Ministers 

SULPHUR GROVE GIVING OF OUR TITHES & 
OFFERINGS—YEAR TO DATE AS OF JULY 31, 2022 
On-line giving available on our website at www.sulphurgrove.org.  

  
Monthly detailed finance reports are available through the church 
office. Please contact Ray Fosnot at treasurer@sulphurgrove.org or     
236-5970 if you would like to receive a report or have questions. 

 

October 2022 
 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE: 
Friday, September 9, 2022 

 
 Please submit articles to Traci at 

tracis@sulphurgrove.org 
or drop off at the church office.   

Lengthy articles may be 
subject to editing. 

Questions? Please call the church 
office at 236-5970. 

SULPHUR GROVE UMC 
7505 Taylorsville Road 
Huber Heights OH 45424 

(937) 236-5970 
Worship ~ 8:30am & 10:45am 
Kiawanda Language Worship 

3:00pm-5:00pm in Holden Chapel 

Barry Baughman ......... Lead Pastor 
Bonnie Loudner .......... Congregational Care Pastor 

 
 

Eric Munson ................ Director of Youth Ministries 
Candy Buffenbarger ... Director of Children’s Ministries 

Samantha Seeberg ...... Choir Director 
 

Ray Fosnot .................. Treasurer 
Dave Hunt ................... Financial Secretary 

Nikki Smith .................. Administrative Assistant 
Traci Schaaf ................ Administrative Assistant 

 

Taylorsville Office Hours: 
Mon  - Fri: 9:00am - 1:30pm   

www.sulphurgrove.org  office@sulphurgrove.org  

Check out our Info Hub for quick and easy access to our Digital Bulletin,        
Announcements & Events, Digital Connect Card, Online Giving, or submit   
Prayer Requests. Go to www.sulphurgrove.org/info or scan the code with your 
phone’s camera! 

Total General Fund Giving $364,064.68 

Transfers to Budget $3,900.00 

  

Total General Fund Income $367,964.68 

Total General Fund Expenses $389,010.37 

  

Loan Balance $488,019.53 

Payment to Loan Principal  $1,175,578.54 


