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WATCH OR LISTEN LIVE! 
 

Traveling this winter? Visiting family? You can still worship with your friends and neighbors 
at Sulphur Grove! We broadcast the 10:45am service live online every week. Simply go to 
www.sulphurgrove.org/online to watch, or if you have a slower internet connection, you can 
listen to our audio-only broadcast.  

 

 

 

 

 
     The year 2022 was a productive one for God’s kingdom at Sulphur Grove. We accomplished many of our Missional 
Church Consultation Initiative prescriptions and I believe we have the fruit of those efforts in new people coming to the 
church, especially young families. Some prescriptions are still in progress, such as the interior and exterior signage – but 
the interior signage that is in place looks wonderful. If you have not yet seen it – look for it – I think you will be pleased.   
     One MCCI goal (not prescription) that has not yet come to fruition is moving to a Single Accountable Structure 
(a.k.a. the Single Board Model). I hope you had a chance to attend one of the “town hall” meetings on the subject as I 
will soon be scheduling a Church Conference to vote on the change with the District Superintendent (D.S.). I hope to 
hold the Church Conference before the end of this month but setting a date and time will depend upon the D.S.’s very 
busy schedule. I know this will challenge some, if not many, people’s concept of church government. Yet it is a change 
that must be made to continue to position Sulphur Grove for future success in fulfilling the Great Commission of our 
Lord. If you have questions, please contact me and I will be happy to answer them. If you plan to attend the Church    
Conference, please take time to become informed about this form of church government the Church Council and I are  
proposing Sulphur Grove adopt. If there is a desire for one or two more “town hall” meetings, I will do so. Several folks 
have thanked me after attending a “town hall” meeting stating how much better they understand not only the Single   
Accountable Structure, but the reasons why we need to move to this form of governance. 
     Probably the most frequent comment I have heard voiced against this Single Accountable Structure (SAS) is that, “it 
puts too much power in too few hands.” Granted, it does put the decision making authority in fewer hands. But my 
friends, if you feel this way, I ask you to pray about this, “Is this really about the power of people?” Quite frankly, the 
Single Accountable Structure puts the power back where it really belongs – into the hands of Jesus. One of the           
significant differences between our current structure and the SAS is the SAS has a much more spiritual and discernment 
approach to how decisions are made. Instead of hearing committee reports as has been traditionally done, that time is 
used to discern God’s will for the church and how to we can accomplish God’s will.  We are all human and suffer from 
the frailties of our human-ness. As a result, human wants, needs, desires, beliefs, etc., enter into the discussion and     
decision making process. With the SAS the first 25-30 minutes of every meeting is spent with the leaders working on 
spiritual development and discernment versus the current short devotion and prayer at the beginning of each meeting.  
This extended period of devotion and prayer focuses the SAS members on God – the sole reason for our existence as 
people and a church as well as discerning and accomplishing God’s will for our church.   
     I also want to address another narrative that has been spoken about the SAS.  I have been asked how many churches 
in our Conference have switched to this form of church government. After making a few calls I found out that no one on 
the Conference or District level is tracking this information. When I shared that with the council, one response was 
something like, “Then it must be a failed system.” First, that is absolute conjecture not based on any facts. Second,     
during my inquiries into the matter, I did find out a few churches that have moved to the SAS. They include             
Ginghamsburg, Christ Kettering, and Stillwater locally, and Messiah in Columbus. These are hardly churches using a 
“failing” form of church governance. These churches are among the most effective in our West Ohio Conference in  
making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.   
     I encourage you to take time to learn more about the Single Accountability Structure (Single Board Model) and pray 
about it so you can make an informed decision when the church conference vote occurs. 
Blessings & Peace, 
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MISSIONS AND OUTREACH  
“We are a ‘mission church.’ 

We believe in reaching out to those in need locally, nationally and globally.” 
ST. PAUL’S LUNCH FOR THE 

HOMELESS 
On November 8th, we cooked and served 137 meals of 
chicken & noodles, green beans, French bread,         
homemade cupcakes, Gatorades, and water. Helping to 
serve were Jack and Barbara Carpenter, Jim Carman,  
Shari Coover, Dave, and myself. Would also like to thank 
Barbara for suppling additional chicken and noodles. We 
went through almost everything this month.  
 

BRRR!  IT’S COLD OUTSIDE.    
DO YOU WRAP YOUR CHILDREN 
UP NICE AND WARM BEFORE 

THEY GO OUTSIDE?  
Help all the children in Huber 
Heights stay warm this winter. From 
January 8 through January 22, we 
are collecting clothing to be given 
children in need. Please continue to 
reach out to these children by        
donating new or gently used       
mittens, gloves, hats, jackets, 

scarves, new underwear, or new socks. Deliver your 
donations to the bin near the elevator.  
Help HH children feel the warmth of God’s love through 
your warm gift.  God bless you.    
The Mission Committee 
 

WANTED!   
COLLEGE STUDENT ADDRESSES  

DEADLINE: JANUARY 29 
We plan to send our second care package of the year to 
our college students just in time for Valentine’s Day. It is 
extremely important, parents and grandparents, that you 
submit new information or verify old addresses so that we 
do not miss anyone. Please turn the names in ASAP to 
Nancy Trent at Tonyponcho@aol.com or text               
937-681-2701. Providing this information in a timely 
manner helps with buying supplies and allows those  
making or supplying goodies to budget accordingly.  
Thank you.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

IT’S COLLEGE COOKIE TIME! 
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 5TH 

We will be sending our second care 
package of the year to our college       
students on Sunday, February 5th, just in 
time for Valentine’s Day. If you would 
like to bake cookies or send any treats, 
such as individual packages of popcorn, 
pretzels, Chex mix, candy, etc., or      
anything else you think they might like, 

please contact Nancy Trent at 937-681-2701 or send an 
email to Tonyponcho@aol.com. Please provide your 
name, what you plan on donating, and your best contact 
number or email. Plan on 30 boxes.  Please bring your 
items to the kitchen on Sunday, February 5th before 
10:30am and be sure to label them “FOR COLLEGE 
KIDS”, so they do not get mixed up with the goodies for 
any other group. Our students really appreciate that we 
are thinking of them while they are at school, so THANK 
YOU in advance for volunteering to provide goodies for 
them. 
Nancy Trent 
 

SULPHUR GROVE CHURCH = 
FOOD 

Whether it has been food sold at the Auctions held at  
Sulphur Grove Evangelical United Brethren Church, or 
the Choir Turkey Supper beginning in the 1950’s at     
Sulphur Grove EUB, or Bean dinners, Spaghetti dinners, 
or Turkey Suppers at Sulphur Grove United Methodist 
Church, Showing Our Sympathy (SOS) meals after     
funerals, or monthly bags of groceries delivered to help 
restock the food pantries at Huber Heights FISH,           
St. Peters Catholic Church, and the Wesley Community 
Center, throughout the second half of the 20th Century 
Sulphur Grove has always been known for food in Wayne 
Township, Huber Heights, and the Dayton area. This   
reputation has been faithfully carried forward into the first 
twenty years of the 21st Century, by the choirs’            
continuation of the Turkey Suppers until 2010, by the 
continuation of delivery of the monthly bags of groceries 
to the various food pantries, by beginning “Bags of Love” 
in 2010, and by Grub-at-the-Grove in 2009.  
For more than 11 years, the Sulphur Grove UMC “Bags 
of Love” ministry has been providing bags of food each 
week when school is in session for hungry children at one 
of the Elementary schools in Huber Heights.   
 
                                                          (continued on page 5) 
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These bags are provided so that these children will have something to eat for lunch on weekend, non-school days. At the 
present time, SGUMC is averaging 15 bags of lunch-type food for the hungry children. 
In 2009 Sulphur Grove joined hands with a number of other churches in Huber Heights under the banner of “Project One 
Hope” to provide a nutritious, healthy meal at least once per month to hungry folks in the community. The Sulphur 
Grove contribution began as Grub-at-the-Grove, a sit-down, home-cooked dinner delivered by a wait staff member,   
individually on china plates at lovingly decorated tables with individual place settings; all without charge. Each and   
every guest coming to Grub-at-the-Grove was made to feel special as they dined and communed with their tablemates.  
Over the years the numbers of churches in Project One Hope has ebbed and flowed until today where there are three re-
maining churches hosting these community meals. 
Over the years it also became apparent that some of the regular guests were not always able to attend Grub-at-the-Grove 
for various health or physical limitation reasons. In the desire to make sure these regulars and others received their com-
munity meal. Grub-on-the-Go was born. This is home delivery of the meal by the “Grub Wheels” directly to guests’ 
doors when they become shut-ins through illness or infirmity.  The “Grub Wheels” are teams of 2-3 servants who pick 
up the food at SGUMC and deliver them to the guests at their homes. On Tuesday, November 15, five separate “Grub 
Wheels” teams delivered 66 meals to Grub guests. 
With the onset of COVID-19, Grub-at-the-Grove became Grub-on-the-Run, a drive-thru version of Grub-at-the-Grove.  
The fourth Tuesday of most months, guests line up in the East parking lot beginning at about 4:30 for the 5:00 start of 
Grub-on-the-Run which continues until 6:00 or until the food runs out. In the first 11 months of 2022 SGUMC averaged 
266 meals served each month, including the Grub-on-the-Go meals. In the months of November and December the date 
of Grub is adjusted to accommodate the Holiday Seasons. On Tuesday, November 15, SGUMC Kitchen servants       
prepared 40+ purchased turkey breasts which provided 289 meals through Grub-on-the-Run and the 66 meals through 
Grub-on-the-Go when all the turkey ran out after setting a new one day record of 355 meals. 
All the Grub-on-the-Run meals continue to be the same home-cooked dinner, served individually to be taken home and 
enjoyed. The drive-thru guests are encouraged to take one or more extra meals to share with their neighbors. All meals 
are provided without charge to the guests. There are no “financial need” criteria to become a guest of Grub-at-the-Grove, 
Grub-on-the-Go; or Grub-on-the-Run. All that is required is that you would like to eat a nutritious, healthy meal         
prepared and served with love. 
Each and every one of you is encouraged to join us and become a guest of Grub-on-the-Run or suggest a guest for Grub-
on-the-Go. Whether you become a guest or a servant or both, become a part of SGUMC’s “Grub.” 

~~ UMW/ UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH NEWS ~~ 
 
 

All ladies are invited to attend UMW meetings and events 
 

 CARITAS and NEW DIMENSION circles will NOT be meeting in January. 

~~ FROM THE OFFICE ~~ 

REMINDER 
The office will be closed on Monday, January 2nd in observance of the New Year holiday, and Monday, 
January 16th in observance of Martin Luther King Jr. Day. We will re-open on Tuesday, January 3rd and 
Tuesday, January 17th at 9:00am. 
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IT’S DIRECTORY TIME AGAIN!! 
Update Membership Information 

It is time for us to update our database 
with any changes, additions, or deletions 
that may have occurred in your family 
over the past year. 
Have you changed your phone number? 
Have you moved? Are you preparing to 
move soon? Are all of your children 
still at home and are they all included 

in your membership record? Do you want your record     
published? 
If you have not already informed the Church Office about 
changes to your record, please let us know now so that 
the information in the Guide Book & Directory is correct.  
We need to have all updated information turned in before  
the end of day (1:30pm) on Monday, January 30, 2023.  
If we do not hear from you by the deadline, we will go 
with what is currently on file.  Please send an email to the 
church office with your updated information.   
Our email is: office@sulphurgrove.org. Thank you for 
your help! 

CHURCH DIRECTORY 
ADVERTISING OPPORTUNITY 

We are in the process of updating our 
annual Guide Book & Directory for 
the church. This book will contain      
everything pertinent to our church: the 
various ministries, organizations,  
committees, activities, functions and 
events plus a complete directory of all 
members. This book is being provided 

and direct-mailed to each family at no cost to our church, 
and it is again being subsidized by local businesses that 
advertise. If you own or manage a business and would 
like to find out about advertising in our book, please 
email the Church Office by the end of day (1:30pm) 
Monday, January 30, 2023. 
A representative from Guide Book will reach out to those 
who have advertised in the past. 
Recent survey results by Guide Book Publishing show 
that 92.1% of families would rather patronize a Guide 
Book & Directory advertiser over a non-advertiser. It 
“will pay” to advertise in our new Guide Book &          
Directory.  Thank you for your support! 
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TAYLORSVILLE 

Worship 8:30am & 10:45am 

January 1 
Combined Service at 10:45am 

With Daryl Mosely 
No Communion 

January 8 
“Signs of the Kingdom: 
Come On In, the Water 

Is Fine!” 
Matthew 3: 1-17 

January 15 
“Signs of the Kingdom: 

The Church - The Body of Christ - 
Lacks Nothing” 

1 Corinthians 1: 1-9 

January 22 
“Signs of the Kingdom: 
Of the Same Mind?” 
1 Corinthians 1: 10-18 

January 29 
“Signs of the Kingdom: 

Happy Are Those Who ...” 
Matthew 5: 1-12 

January 

Please keep in mind, if you do not feel comfortable returning to church just 
yet, online streaming will continue to be available. 
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The People of Sulphur Grove United Methodist Church including: 

Sulphur Grove United Methodist Church Ministers 

SULPHUR GROVE GIVING OF OUR TITHES & 
OFFERINGS—YEAR TO DATE AS OF NOVEMBER 30, 2022 

 
On-line giving available on our website at www.sulphurgrove.org.    Monthly detailed finance reports are available through the church 
office. Please contact Ray Fosnot at treasurer@sulphurgrove.org or     
236-5970 if you would like to receive a report or have questions. 

 February 2023 
 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE: 
Friday, January 13, 2023 

 
 Please submit articles to Traci at 

tracis@sulphurgrove.org 
or drop off at the church office.   

Articles may be subject to editing. 
Questions? Please call the church 

office at 236-5970. 

SULPHUR GROVE CHURCH 
7505 Taylorsville Road 
Huber Heights OH 45424 

(937) 236-5970 
Worship ~ 8:30am & 10:45am 
Kiawanda Language Worship 

3:00pm-5:00pm in Holden Chapel 

Barry Baughman ......... Lead Pastor 
Bonnie Loudner .......... Congregational Care Pastor 

 
 

Eric Munson ................ Director of Youth Ministries 
Candy Buffenbarger ... Director of Children’s Ministries 

Samantha Seeberg ...... Choir Director 
 

Ray Fosnot .................. Treasurer 
Dave Hunt ................... Financial Secretary 

Nikki Smith .................. Administrative Assistant 
Traci Schaaf ................ Administrative Assistant 

 

Office Hours: 
Mon  - Fri: 9:00am - 1:30pm   

www.sulphurgrove.org  office@sulphurgrove.org  

Check out our Info Hub for quick and easy access to our Digital Bulletin,        
Announcements & Events, Digital Connect Card, Online Giving, or submit   
Prayer Requests. Go to www.sulphurgrove.org/info or scan the code with your 
phone’s camera! 

Total General Fund Giving $549,153.57 

Transfers to Budget $3,900.00 

  

Total General Fund Income $553,053.57 

Total General Fund Expenses $592,703.75 

  

Loan Balance $483,277.83 

Payment to Loan Principal  $1,180,320.24 


