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WATCH OR LISTEN LIVE! 
 

Traveling this winter? Visiting family? You can still worship with your friends and neighbors 
at Sulphur Grove! We broadcast the 10:45am service live online every week. Simply go to 
www.sulphurgrove.org/online to watch, or if you have a slower internet connection, you can 
listen to our audio-only broadcast.  

 

 

 

 

 
      As I shared at the State of the Church address, we have nearly completed all of our Missional Church Consultation 
Initiative (MCCI) prescriptions. We have some work left on our interior signage and hospitality greeters. The signage 
will be completed by our contractor, and the hospitality team will oversee the training for our greeters. Training for   
greeters? Yes, I said training for greeters.  
 
     Welcoming and greeting people, both visitors and regular attenders, is not a difficult thing. Yet there are some things 
that should and should not be done while greeting people to maximize our effectiveness in making people feel welcome.  
Remember, Sulphur Grove received high marks from the MCCI “secret worshipers” in making them feel welcome. The 
purpose of training our greeters is to take our welcoming spirit to an even higher level. I assure you, the training will be 
brief – probably one 60 to 90 minute session.   
 
     The plan is to have greeters in the parking lot, at the outside doors, Sanctuary entrance doors, 2 people at the new 
welcome/information desk, and 1 person at the coffee bar. If you have been counting in your head while reading this you 
know we will need 8 to 10 greeters per service every Sunday. I ask you to prayerfully consider serving as a greeter for 
the worship service you attend one or more times per month. As you know, the “first impression” the church makes with 
a visitor is the one that will determine if they return or not. I would estimate that somewhere between 33% and 50% of 
our visitors who are looking for a church come back and become a part of our church. What if we could increase that 
number to 75% or even 90%? We would soon have a full sanctuary! So again, please prayerfully consider serving Jesus 
and your church as a greeter. Jesus needs YOU! Information on training sessions in March will be made known soon.   
 
     Please be aware that I have requested our District Superintendent, Rev. Dr. Jim Wilson, to authorize and preside at a 
Church Conference to vote on changing the leadership structure of Sulphur Grove UMC from our current model to a  
single accountable leadership structure at his convenience in March. The date will be Thursday, March 16th at 7pm.   
 
     Please disregard the misinformation that has been promulgated that the Church Council has not authorized the calling 
of the Church Conference. This is not true. It is a matter of communication.  I will be working with the Council to clarify 
the wording of the Council minutes that recorded the vote to approve sending this to you, the voting members in good 
standing of SGUMC. I assure you, it is the intent of the majority of Church Council members to move to the new model 
of church governance.   
 
     Making this change in leadership structure and church governance is one of the times when we need to remember the 
statement by Bishop Schnase that “Growing, thriving churches say yes to things declining churches say no to” that we 
read together each Sunday. If SGUMC wants to be a growing thriving church, the majority of the Church Council   
members and I encourage you to prayerfully consider this move and vote “yes” to move to this new governance       
structure.   
 
     
Blessings & Peace, 
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Meditation from my heart… 
Welcome to February, the month when we focus on “Love!” 
We all know that Valentine’s Day is a highly commercialized day much like     
Christmas and other holidays, but I did some research that gave me some insights 
into the history of Valentine’s Day. 
Valentine's Day, also called Saint Valentine's Day or the Feast of Saint            
Valentine, is celebrated annually on February 14. It originated as a Christian feast 
day honoring one or two early Christian martyrs named Saint Valentine and, through 
later folk traditions, has become a significant cultural, religious, and commercial   
celebration of romance and love in many regions of the world. 
There are a number of martyrdom stories associated with various Valentines        
connected to February 14, including an account of the imprisonment of Saint        
Valentine of Rome for ministering to Christians persecuted under the Roman         
Empire in the third century. According to an early tradition, Saint Valentine restored 
sight to the blind daughter of his jailer. Numerous later additions to the legend have 

better related it to the theme of love: an 18th-century embellishment to the legend claims he wrote the jailer's daughter a 
letter signed "Your Valentine" as a farewell before his execution; another tradition posits that Saint Valentine performed 
weddings for Christian soldiers who were forbidden to marry. 
I thought this was interesting information! I wonder how many people know this or just see Valentine’s Day as a time to 
share cards, candy, and maybe even an engagement ring. I am reminded of the passage found in I Corinthians 13 that 
speaks to the definition of love written by the Apostle Paul…”Love is patient, love is kind, it isn’t jealous, doesn’t brag, 
isn’t arrogant, isn’t rude...love never ends. 
It all sounds wonderful, but I expect we have all experienced times when love has been quite difficult! There are times 
when we do not feel loved or loving at all, when words or actions are expressed that cause deep pain, and many times are 
never resolved, causing broken relationships that often are never mended. 
I had been searching for a theme for this month’s newsletter with a Friday deadline looming before me and nothing was 
coming, until “the light went on” Monday afternoon. I drove to Talbots in Oakwood to return three items I had bought 
that I decided I did not really want. One sweater was too big, another I discovered was popular by at least one of you 
who have the same sweater, and there was a cape that I had been wishy-washy about ever since I bought it.  
What a jolt it was to discover that all three items were past the 90-day return policy. This had never happened to me   
before! It was somewhat embarrassing… “What if the clerks were thinking I just needed the money back.” Well, I blew 
it off saying I could use them as Christmas gifts for next year.  
While I was driving home there were many thoughts about this situation that were circling in my brain. Suddenly it    
occurred to me that this experience was a message from God about something that must be taken seriously. 
When I quoted words from I Corinthians above, there were some words I did not include, like,,. “Love doesn’t seek its 
own advantage,… isn’t irritable,… doesn’t keep a record of wrongs.” I remind you that when these actions happen there 
are often broken relationships that never get mended. Have you ever thought that there might come a day, when you 
might find it is “too late” to say “I am sorry” or “Yes, I forgive you?” If that question were asked of you, would you be 
willing to open your heart to offer forgiveness to the person that needs to hear those words? I urge you not to wait until 
the “mending fences” date has passed and you cannot offer or receive forgiveness, friends! 
February 22nd is Ash Wednesday, the first day of our Lenten Journey for 2023. Remember the following 40 day leads us 
to the cross where Jesus died forgiving us of all our sins…and we did not even ask! May this Lenten Season be a time 
when you consider “mending” any relationships that you know are broken…to follow the example of Jesus to offer for-
giveness even when it has not been requested. 
Time is flying, friends! We do not know the day or the hour when our opportunity to offer forgiveness or receive it back 
becomes one day too late. You need to ask yourself if you can live with that into your future? 
Finally, I want to remind you that God talks to us even when we least expect it. Little did I know that my experiences at 
Talbots would be a lesson I needed to learn and one I needed to share with you for this month focused on love. 
I John 4:7 says, “Beloved let us love one another because love is from God.” May we all find many ways to love each 
other and all those we encounter as we live our lives following the example of Christ. May it be so in your life! 
 
 I wish you many BLESSINGS, abundant HOPE, and profound PEACE...  
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MISSIONS AND OUTREACH  
“We are a ‘mission church.’ 

We believe in reaching out to those in need locally, nationally and globally.” 
GRIEF SHARE 

Journey from Mourning to Joy 
Last fall we began a support group for people who were 
grieving the death of someone they loved. I know there 
are still many of you who are hurting and need support. I 
am inviting you to join me and my leadership team on 
Sunday afternoons for our new Grief Share Classes. You 
will each experience a time of prayer, listening, and        
encouragement. We have chosen Grief Share curriculum 
to help us on our journey of grief and sadness. 
Grief Share is a support group that will meet weekly for 
13 weeks. There are three steps of our time together: 
 We will view a video with encouraging information 
 Small group discussion about our weekly video 
 Personal time of sharing and praying with each 

You will each receive a workbook that will provide you 
with words of encouragement and comfort from specific 
scriptures. You will be encouraged to journal your 
thoughts during the week following each group meeting. 
We will begin a new Journey from Mourning to Joy... 
 Sunday, February 5th 
 3:00pm – 5:00 pm 
 Room 304 
 We will have leaders to greet you when you arrive 

and point you to the room where we meet. We have 
an elevator for those if you have that need. 

You are welcome to begin attending our Grief Share 
group at any point. Each session is “self-contained,” so 
you do not have to attend in sequence. You will be able to 
pick up any session you missed in our next 13- week   
cycle.  
Please spread the word about our grief ministry! You may 
invite friends and neighbors…our hearts are open to    
anyone who is having a hard time with the loss of a loved 
one. Recently, I was asked to join several women for   
dinner who had been part of the first Grief Share group. 
They have found companionship with each other because 
of sharing their common loss of a spouse. I was surprised 
to discover they meet for dinner every Sunday evening. 
Who knows what God has planned for us in February. 
If you have questions, please contact me at 937-371-6966 
or bonniel@sulphurgrove.org 

Blessings and peace! 
Pastor Bonnie 
 
 

GRUB-on-the-RUN 
NEW YEAR 

NEW DIMENSION 

 BUT FIRST, a few comments about the 2022 
GRUB-on-the-RUN. In 2022, you served 3,131 meals, 
2,562 of those meals were served to our drive-through 
guests and volunteers and 569 were home delivered to 
shut-ins by our “Grub Wheels” through GRUB-on-the-
GO. That number is an 8% increase over 2021. What a 
great success! When we asked for 21st Century pilgrims 
to help bring Thanksgiving turkeys to Grub, you          
generously responded with enough money to buy 93   
turkeys. While we didn’t serve 93 turkeys in November, 
your gracious gifts helped Grub stay below its Sulphur 
Grove budget allotment for the year.  Yes, Grub is affect-
ed by the inflation we are all feeling in the grocery store 
and your gifts continue to help us provide nutritious, hot 
meals to the hungry folks in Huber Heights.  Thank you, 
thank you, thank you! 
 Now for the coming year, for the foreseeable 
future Grub-on-the-Run will continue in the grab-and-go 
format principally for two reasons. First and foremost, we 
are able to serve almost double the people we were     
serving when Grub-at-the-Grove was in a sit-down,    
dine-in format. Secondly, we are still struggling with the 
effects of COVID and its plethora of variants which    
severely restrict the numbers of volunteers we can safely 
accommodate in the limited space we have in the kitchen, 
and the COVID food service best practices severely limit 
the number of folks we can serve because of the cleaning 
practices and the speed with which we can clean dining 
places and re-seat new guests. Your Grub Team misses 
the Fellowship of the sit-down, dine-in format as much as 
you do. But, the Good News is that Body and Soul Feast 
is up and running every Wednesday evening and we now 
have a weekly opportunity to Fellowship over a meal  
rather than being limited to once a month. 
As some of you may know, Sulphur Grove has added  
several new dimensions to our efforts to feed the hungry 
people in Huber Heights. We got Body and Soul Feast up 
and running in the first half of the year and then in the last 
half of the year we opened the “Blessing Box” right next 
to the exit from the east parking lot. The Blessing Box is 
an “on-demand” food and necessity box where a person 
may remove what they need to get along from the box 
anytime 24/7. The demand has been so great we have 
struggled to keep the box full.   
                 
                                                          (continued on page 5) 
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There are silver shelves in the Narthex, near the        
Sanctuary main entrance, to hold Blessing Box donations, 
such as non-perishable foods, toiletries, gloves and hats. 
Presently, we are filling the Box 4 days a week; so, the 
demand is continuing. To those who are contributing and 
helping stock the Box, thank you for loving your       
neighbors. If you have any questions or ideas, please  
contact Candy Buffenbarger (candyb@sulphurgrove.org) 
for more information. 
Candy B. also announced in January of this year that in 
June of this year, Sulphur Grove will be opening a       
mid-week food pantry with added dimensions. Think of it 
as a Care Pantry where bodies are sustained and cares are 
shared. We really want our neighbors to know that we 
care about them; we care about their goals, their hopes 
and their dreams. As we get to know our patrons better, 
we will begin offering classes to enable them to achieve 
their goals, hopes, and dreams. We envision the classes 
will be about things such as budgeting, caring for aging 
parents, cooking, or other specific topics suggested by our 
patrons. We want to be sure that we offer our neighbors 
food to sustain their bodies, love to enrich their souls, 
skills to reach their goals, knowledge to achieve their 
hopes, and encouragement to realize their dreams. If you 
would like to help, please contact Candy Buffenbarger 
(candyb@sulphurgrove.org) for more information.  
 Grub-on-the-Run will continue to serve the    
hungry a monthly hot meal on the fourth Tuesday of most 
months and greet everyone who comes our way. We    
continue to utilize anyone who wishes to volunteer to be a 
Grub servant. Blessings to you and your loved ones 
throughout this new year! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CRITICAL RACE THEORY 
A Group Discussion 

Critical Race Theory (CRT) has become a divisive issue 
in America. You have probably heard the phrase “critical 
race theory” used in a lot of political advertisements    
during the primary season. You will no doubt hear that 
phrase again from candidates running in the November 
general election. But what do you know about CRT? 
What is it really? Why has it become so divisive? 
 
Charles Garland will lead a group discussion about CRT 
in Holden Chapel between services starting February 5, 
2023 and continuing for eight weeks. The outline for the 
discussion is as follows: 
 
 CRT Origin and History 
 What Is CRT? 
 Critiques of CRT 
 Application of CRT Today 
 What might professing Christians say about CRT? 
 
We will use the book “Critical Race Theory, an           
Introduction”, Third Edition, by Richard Delgado and 
Jean Stefancic, New York University Press, 2017. This 
book can be purchased via Barnes and Noble or Amazon. 
Please email Charles Garland at garlancm@msn.com if 
you think you will participate in the group discussion. 
 

ASH WEDNESDAY WORSHIP 
February 22nd marks the first day of the Season of Lent 
for 2023. Lent is the period of 40 days during which we 
remember the events leading up to the death of Christ, 
whose life and teachings are the foundation of our faith. 
Beginning on Ash Wednesday, the 40 days becomes a 
time of reflection and prayer, which replicates Jesus 
Christ’s withdrawal into the desert where he was tempted 
by Satan and considered his role in fulfilling God’s plan 
for the salvation of the world. 
Our Ash Wednesday Service, we begin at 7:00pm in the 
Sanctuary. This will be a time of singing, Meditation, and 
disposition of ashes. Come allow this Season of Lent 
change your perspectives on life and bring you to a new 
place on your spiritual walk with Jesus. 

~~ UMW/ UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH NEWS ~~ 
All ladies are invited to attend UMW meetings and events 

 CARITAS will meet Wednesday, February 1st at 9:30 am in the Fellowship Hall. The Fish item is toilet paper. 
For more information contact Brenda Stevenson (937) 506-8959 or brenda.stevenson@ameritech.net. 

 NEW DIMENSIONS will meet Tuesday, February 14th at 6:30 pm in the Gathering Area. The program will be 
“Call to Prayer and Self Denial”. The Fish item is toilet paper. For more information contact Darlene Rabe         
(937) 307-5489 or rabedc@aol.com.    
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TAYLORSVILLE 

Worship 8:30am & 10:45am 

February 5 
COMMUNION 
“Slow Burn”  

Matthew 5: 13-20 

February 12 
“Rule Breakers” 
Matthew 5: 21-37 

February 19 
TRANSFIGURATION SUNDAY 

“Transformed for the  
Great Awakening” 
Matthew 17: 1-9 

February 22 
ASH WEDNESDAY 

“Are You in the Right Place?” 
Matthew 6: 1-6; 16-21 

 

February 26 
“Jesus and the Outsiders, Outcasts, 
and Outlaws: Lifting Up the Lowly” 

Luke 1: 5-7; 46-53 
 

February 

Please keep in mind, if you do not feel comfortable returning to church just 
yet, online streaming will continue to be available. 
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The People of Sulphur Grove United Methodist Church including: 

Sulphur Grove United Methodist Church Ministers 

SULPHUR GROVE GIVING OF OUR TITHES & 
OFFERINGS—YEAR TO DATE AS OF DECEMBER 31, 2022 

 
On-line giving available on our website at www.sulphurgrove.org.    Monthly detailed finance reports are available through the church 
office. Please contact Ray Fosnot at treasurer@sulphurgrove.org or     
236-5970 if you would like to receive a report or have questions. 

 

March 2023 
 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE: 
Friday, February 10, 2023 

 
 Please submit articles to Traci at 

tracis@sulphurgrove.org 
or drop off at the church office.   

Articles may be subject to editing. 
Questions? Please call the church 

office at 236-5970. 

SULPHUR GROVE CHURCH 
7505 Taylorsville Road 
Huber Heights OH 45424 

(937) 236-5970 
Worship ~ 8:30am & 10:45am 
Kiawanda Language Worship 

3:00pm-5:00pm in Holden Chapel 

Barry Baughman ......... Lead Pastor 
Bonnie Loudner .......... Congregational Care Pastor 

 
 

Eric Munson ................ Director of Youth Ministries 
Candy Buffenbarger ... Director of Children’s Ministries 

Samantha Seeberg ...... Choir Director 
 

Ray Fosnot .................. Treasurer 
Dave Hunt ................... Financial Secretary 

Nikki Smith .................. Administrative Assistant 
Traci Schaaf ................ Administrative Assistant 

 

Office Hours: 
Mon  - Fri: 9:00am - 1:30pm   

www.sulphurgrove.org  office@sulphurgrove.org  

Check out our Info Hub for quick and easy access to our Digital Bulletin,        
Announcements & Events, Digital Connect Card, Online Giving, or submit   
Prayer Requests. Go to www.sulphurgrove.org/info or scan the code with your 
phone’s camera! 

Total General Fund Giving $600,373.04 

Transfers to Budget $58,111.10 

  

Total General Fund Income $658,484.14 

Total General Fund Expenses $658,484.14 

  

Loan Balance $482,022.09 

Payment to Loan Principal  $1,181,575.98 


