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Pastor Leavitt 

  “Paid in full.”   What wonderful words!   “Paid in full.” – 
Medical Debt.    “Paid in full.” – Car, “Paid in full.” – College tuition.  
“Paid in full” – House.    What about “Paid in full.” – Church?   Well, 
we can add this to our list now.  On December 15, 2020 I received 
word that the mortgage for our church and property was “Paid in Full”.  
“Fire those cannons” we hear from the radio announcers when the 
Tampa Bay Buccaneers score a touchdown.  “Fire those cannons” 
Good Ship Beautiful Savior.  The debt is “Paid in Full.” 

 Our original note with Lutheran Church Extension Fund was 
for $900,000 on August 15, 2002 for 25 years.  Those that signed the 
Mortgage Deed were Christine Andersen, Secretary, and Robert 
Schwanke, President.  We refinanced about $496,000 with member 
notes on March 8, 2017.   We had ten note holders with amounts from 
$25,000, $40,000, $50,000 and $100,000.  These were 10 year notes 
and the final note was paid off on December 15, 2020.   We had a 

drive to pay back the church funds that were used to make final payments and that drive was completed and went 
over by about $6,000.  “Glory to God.”   “Paid in full.”   “Fire those cannons.” 

 We can add another “Paid in full” to the list.  In fact let us put this one at the top.  “Paid in full” – sins forgiven.   
St. Paul tells us in Ephesians 1:7 – “In him (Jesus) we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our 
trespasses, according to the riches of his grace.”  When Jesus forgives us, our sins, trespasses, iniquities, and 
transgressions are erased, wiped off the record.  Forgiveness of sin is comparable to financial debt being erased.  When 
Jesus said “It is finished” from the cross, He was literally saying, “It is paid in full.”   (Tetelestai in Greek).  Jesus took 
the punishment we deserved, so, when God forgives us of our sins, we are free; we no longer live under that debt.  
Our sins are wiped out.   God will never hold that sin against us.  The psalmist in Psalm 103:12 says:  “as far as the 
east is from the west, so far does he remove our transgressions from us.”   Paid in full:  what beautiful words. 

 What a blessing to begin this New Year 2021 with these words:  “Paid in full.”  Paid in full – church.  Paid in full 
– sins forgiven.  Fire those cannons.   “Glory to God.”  “Give thanks to the Lord”.  Wonderful.  Beautiful.  Just a perfect 
beginning.           

         In Christ, 

 

 

 

    Pastor Leavitt 

 
 

 
 
  

 

PAID IN FULL:  “FIRE THOSE CANNONS” 
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    BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

NOVEMBER 10, 2020 

 

Present: Pastor Leavitt, Pastor Todd, Dick Wilson, Bob Brzycki, Rebecca Reich Sammito, Martha Music, Barb Christensen, Mike Murphy, Davey Davis, Ken Wieland 

Vice President Bob Brzycki called the meeting to order.  Barb opened the meeting with a prayer. 

 

Motion:  It was moved and seconded that the minutes of the October 13, 2020 Church Council meeting be approved.   

All present voted in favor.  The motion passed. 

 

Treasurer’s Report – Barb Christensen 

Barb reported on behalf of her husband, Bill.  Through the end of October, total donations are $3,000 behind last year.  Expenses are about $50,000 less than last year due to not having paid 
$38,000 to Amanda Bell (former Director of Family Ministry) and about $12,000 less for debt payments.  A surplus is likely for the year but the figure is unknown at this time.  These numbers do 
not include the Paycheck Protection Plan (PPP) of about $62,0000.  This may look like a fairly large surplus but it is necessary to fund future years and the Vision 2025 plan.  To date, we have 
about $56,000 left to raise for our Debt Reduction drive. 

 

Trustees – Ken Wieland 

The exterior painting of the church has been completed.  Ken has received four quotes for the Fellowship Hall roof replacement.  The quotes were:  $155,000, $90,000, and $52,520.  Discus-
sion took place on the wide range of quotes submitted.  Ken feels confident that the bid of $52,520 from Shue Kaufmann, Inc. (Sarasota) would result in a good quality roof.  We have previously 
worked with Shue Kaufmann.  Ken will follow-up on the warranties associated with the bids.  These quotes will be reviewed with Treasurer Bill Christiansen.  This discussion will continue at 
December’s Council meeting. 

 

Evangelism – Barb Christensen 

The Board of Evangelism met on November 2.  Snacks and bottled water were delivered to Grady Pointe, a new home community being built across the street from the church.  Doris will be 
ordering water bottles for visitor gift bags and new community across the street.  The annual Christmas Angel Tree will be placed in the narthex.  Donna Taylor contacted Kinnan Elementary 
School and Abel Elementary School.  There are 50 students from each school that could use some help for presents.  Donna will obtain a list of students’ initials, age, sex, clothing size, and a 
gift suggestion.  Maralyn Smith has submitted the information on Lutheran Services Florida-Sarasota to Pam.  We thank Maralyn for her service to LSF in our congregation.  The 40 Days for Life 
baby shower held in October was a huge success.  The donations were delivered to the Community Pregnancy Center in Sarasota.  They were thrilled and presented a prayer of thanks for 
these items.  The food drive is being planned for November 14-16 (drive-through on Monday, November 16).  Meals on Wheels will provide barrels and containers.  Information was given to 
Mary Luecke of Parish Healthy Ministry on the Community Pregnancy Center.  She will be contacting them about assisting with the mobile ultrasound machine.  Updated pamphlets and busi-
ness cards have been received.  Barb will deliver some of our pamphlets and business cards to the new community across the street.  Grief Share will sponsor “Surviving the Holidays” on 
Saturday, November 21 at 10:00 A.M.  An invitation was sent to our members on November 2.  Grief Share meetings will resume in January.  Cards for members that have not attended church 
in quite some time will be tabled for now.  This discussion will resume in January.   

 

Elders – Mike Murphy 

Mike informed Council that the Proposed Church Council and Boards for 2021 has been completed and will be presented for voters’ approval on Sunday, November 15.  Members are needed 
for Seniors Ministry Board and Families and Children Board.  This will be presented at the Voters’ Assembly Meeting, scheduled for November 15 for voters’ approval. 

Motion:  It was moved and seconded to approve the Proposed Composition of the Church Council and Boards  for 2021 with allowed amendments this week for a vote 
by the congregation at the Voters’ Assembly Meeting on  Sunday, November 15 at 9:15 a.m.  All present voted in favor and the motion passed. 

 

The Board of Elders have devised a schedule for church services for the upcoming holidays.  The following schedule has been presented: 

Thanksgiving Eve, November 25 at 4:30 P.M. (with communion) 

Thanksgiving Day, November 26 at 10:00 A.M. (with communion) 

Advent on Wednesday, December 2, Wednesday, December 9 and Wednesday, December 16 at 4:30 P.M.  (no communion, meals or fellowship) 

Christmas Eve, December 24 at 3:00 P.M., 4:30 P.M., and 7:00 P.M.  (no communion) 

Christmas Day, December 25 at 10:00 A.M.  (with communion) 

New Year’s Eve, December 31 at 4:30 P.M. (with communion) 

No services on New Year’s Day, January 1 

The board had much discussion on how to safely implement these services amid the rising numbers of Covid cases.  There will be no advertising.  The safety protocol will be reviewed for the 
Christmas Eve worship services in anticipation of the increase in attendance and visitors.  Communication among congregational members will be implemented.  Mike reported that the Service 
Guild will conduct a fundraising event and sell Mason jars of homemade soup before and after worship services on November 15 and December 6.  Mike informed Council that packaged home-
made cookies will be available for sale during the December 19-20 weekend.  Pastor Leavitt informed Council that in lieu of Service Guild’s annual fall craft fair, a catalog of craft items will be 
available in the narthex.  Board of Elders also discussed the future of fellowship in our congregation.  Due to the recent increase in Covid cases, this will be discussed at a later date.  However, 
the board did agree that coffee only could be served during Bible studies with safety protocols in place. 

 

Youth – Davey Davis 

The Youth Board met on November 2.  A youth gathering took place on November 7th.  Pizza night has been scheduled for Sunday, November 29.  A Christmas party is being planned for De-
cember 19.   

 

Stewardship – Dick Wilson 
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Dick informed Council that the following will be placed in members’ mailboxes on Friday:  2021 donation envelopes, last year’s pledges and envelopes, the 2021 pledges and envelopes.  Each 
member is asked to prayerfully consider the support of the Lord’s programs at Beautiful Savior in the 2021 pledge drive which will be presented on Stewardship Sunday, December 6. 

 

Pastor Kuehn 

Pastor Kuehn informed Council that the Book of John is being presented at the Sunday Bible study.  The private family funeral service for Helga Bucken was held on October 25. 

 

Pastor Leavitt 

Pastor Leavitt informed Council that Veterans’ Day will be celebrated tomorrow.  He thanked Bob Graham for his role in Veterans’ Outreach and for speaking at Sunday’s service.  Pastor would 
like to thank the Altar Guild for their efforts in the recent memorial services for Helga Bucken, Jim Smith, and Lisa Underwood.  Pastor thanked Dick Wilson for participating in the election of Rev. 
Dr. Brian Stolarczyk as Circuit Visitor for 2021-2023.  He is presently serving the congregation at Lutheran Church of the Cross in Punta Gorda.  His term will begin following the next district con-
vention in 2021.  Pastor thanked Mike for handling the nominations for 2021’s Church Council and Boards.  Members are needed for Seniors’ Ministry Board and Children and Families Board.  A 
special thank-you goes out to all those who have faithfully signed up for the weekly Prayer Days.  Members are encouraged to consider signing up.  LWML Sunday was not held in October.  How-
ever, LWML of Beautiful Savior will be honored during worship services on Sunday, November 22.  No collection will be taken but members may fill and submit mite boxes, available on the LWML 
table in the narthex.  Dolly Morris will step down as President of our church’s LWML.  We thank Dolly for her many years of dedication.  Lucy Fuller will become the new President.  Pastor an-
nounced that two new church members, Paul and Jo Ross, will be introduced during the 8:00 A.M. service this Sunday.  Plans are underway for Sunday School to resume.  We thank Cassie Davis 
for volunteering to teach middle school children and high school youth.  A volunteer is needed to teach elementary school children. 

 

President’s Report 

President Dick Wilson recommended that a motion be made to recommend plans to upgrade our sanctuary audio-visual equipment at the Voters’ Assembly Meeting on Sunday, November 15. 

Motion:  It was moved and seconded that the upgrading of the sanctuary audio-visual equipment proposal be  presented to the congregation at the Voters’ Assembly Meeting 
on Sunday, November 15 at 9:15 a.m.  All present  voted in favor.  The motion passed. 

 

Old Business 

Dick presented motion for the approval to present the Parish Health Ministry amendment to the congregation at the Voters’ Assembly meeting on November 15. 

Motion:  It was moved and seconded for church voters to approve the creation of the Parish Health  

Ministry Board at the Voters’ Assembly meeting on November 15 at 9:15 A.M.  All present voted in favor.   

The motion passed. 

 

Dick reviewed the agenda for the Voters’ Assembly meeting, scheduled for November 15, 2020 at 9:15 A.M.  All church leaders and board chairpersons received a copy via email with an 
opportunity to reply back with comments or corrections. 

Bob Brzycki recently signed up for the online version of the President’s Equip Conference, being offered through FL/GA District of LCMS.  He highlighted on four sessions: “What makes a 
healthy church”, “That’s in the Bible”, “Culture change and leadership” and “Core values”.  Discussion took place on the possibility that some of these sessions could be incorporated 
into the annual Church Leadership and Board Members Planning Retreat in January.  Rebecca will contact FL/GA District for further details. 

We thank Nicky Davis, R.Ph. for offering to provide vaccines between worship services on Sunday, October 18 and Sunday, November 1.  Approximately 20 members received the flu vac-
cines, Shingrix, and pneumonia vaccines.  We hope to repeat this health campaign next year. 

 

New Business 

Mike Murphy informed Council that Pastor Leavitt, Pastor Kuehn, and Pam, Office Manager, are welcomed to obtain Covid-19 testing if desired.   There is the molecular test (also called 
PCR), the antigen test (also called rapid test), and antibody test.  It was noted that they are constantly exposed to individuals who visit the Church Office.  Costs of the testing will be 
covered by BSLC. 

Motion:  It was moved and seconded that BSLC will cover the costs of any of the Covid tests performed if Pastor Leavitt, Pastor Kuehn, and Office Manager Pam choose to get 
tested.  All present voted in favor.  The motion passed. 

 

Dick will open and close the Church Council meeting on Tuesday, December 8 at 7:00 p.m. 

Barb closed the meeting with a prayer.   

Motion:  It was moved and seconded that the meeting be adjourned.  All present voted in favor.  The motion passed. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:25 P.M. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Rebecca Reich Sammito 

Church Council Secretary 

Approved December 8, 2020 
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 BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH 

VOTERS’ ASSEMBLY MEETING MINUTES  -   NOVEMBER 15,2020 

 

Meeting was called to order by President Dick Wilson.  Those who are new members or who have never voted in the voters’ assembly meeting were encouraged to sign 

the constitution in order to become legal voting members.  52 members were in attendance. 

 

Pastor Leavitt opened the meeting with prayer. 

 

President Dick Wilson briefly described the purpose of the meeting. 

 

Treasurer’s Report  -  Bill Christensen 

Bill Christensen, Treasurer, reported that as of October 31, total donations are $3,000 behind last year.  The members of BSLC have responded generously even though 
many are not attending services.  We receive many donations through the mail and “bill pay”.  Expenses are down about $50,000 due to not having paid for a Director of 
Family Ministry and less being paid for debt reduction as note holders have been paid off earlier than scheduled.  Bill informed the congregation that our financial condition 
is strong, our cash position is good and with the continuing generosity of our members, we will survive the COVID-19 crisis and be able to continue the work God has 
planned for our church.  Bill presented the 2021 Budget Proposal.  The 2021 budget shows total donations and other income of $575,000 which is only $1,000 higher than 
last year’s budget.  We will not use or accumulate any deferred revenue in 2021.  Salaries have increased 2% and Pastor Kuehn has been given the second yearly in-
crease to get him in line with what we should be paying him based on his education and experience.  We will be borrowing money from the church internally to pay off the 
debt in December 2020 so there is no expense for debt repayment budgeted in 2021.  The drive for debt repayment is necessary to replenish the cash the church is using 
to pay off the debt.  For the first time, there is an account for the Parish Health Ministry.  There is also an estimated cost for a dual secretary during Pam’s retirement tran-

sition later in the year.  $48,000 will be allocated to the Capital Improvement Fund in 2021.   

Motion:  It was moved and seconded to approve the 2021 Church Budget Proposal.  All present voted  in favor and the motion was passed. 

  

Dick presented the Board of Senior Ministry amendment to the Constitution and Bylaws.  Recommendations from the Vision 2025 Report indicate the need to continue 
and formalize Senior Ministry.  Through the vote of the congregation today, this will be a formal board.  Board members are needed to assist board member, Martha Mu-

sic.  This board will be a voting member of the Church Council. 

Motion:  It was moved and seconded to approve the creation of the Board of Senior Ministry.  All present voted in favor and the motion was passed. 

 

Dick presented the Board of Parish Health Ministry amendment to the Constitution and Bylaws.  This was also a recommendation in the Vision 2025 Report to continue to 
support the Parish Health Ministry formed two years ago under the Board of Elders and with the support of Pastor Leavitt.  Board of Parish Health Ministry will consist of 

four members with a minimum of one R.N. with active FL license.  This board will also become a voting member of the Church Council if the amendment is approved. 

Motion:  It was moved and seconded to approve the creation of the Board of Parish Health Ministry.  All present voted in favor and the motion was 

passed. 

 

Dick presented the proposed 2021 composition of Church Council and Board Members.  Mike Murphy spoke to the congregation about the nomination process for next 
year’s Church Council and board members.  Two new boards have been added.  Mike thanked Norm Kurtz for all of his past, present and future efforts in Senior Ministry.  
There are some vacancies on the boards, particularly the Board of Senior Ministry and Board of Families and Children.  Anyone interested in volunteering should contact 
Pastor Leavitt, Pastor Kuehn, board chairs, Dick or Pam in the office.   Mike thanked Parish Health Ministry for their valuable role during the COVID-19 pandemic and 

assisting with the safe re-opening of church in May. 

Motion:  It was moved and seconded to approve the Proposed Composition of Church Council and  Board Members for 2021.  All present voted in 

favor and the motion was passed. 

 

Audio Visual Equipment – Pastor Kuehn 

Pastor Kuehn informed the congregation that our sanctuary audio visual equipment is approximately 15 years old and in need of replacement.  Presently, there are issues 
with the projector and an upgrade is recommended.   A quote of $22,260 was received from Pro-Audio Services of North Port, FL and this would include new projectors 

and wiring upgrades.  Pro-Audio Services has worked with our congregation in the past  

5-6 years.  A new camera which can be mounted in the ceiling is also recommended.  Cost for this ranges from $1,000 - $5,000.  Chris Andersen inquired if the hearing 
loop would be intertwined with the new equipment and Pastor Kuehn verified that it would.  Some discussion took place on the idea that funds could be borrowed internally 

to purchase the new equipment.  More investigation is needed on the camera charges. 

Motion:  It was moved and seconded to approve the purchase of new sanctuary audio visual equipment for $22,260 (wiring upgrade and new projec-

tors).   All present voted in favor and the motion passed. 

 

PPP Loan Status 
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Treasurer Bill Christensen informed the parishioners that we applied for the PPP (Paycheck Protection Plan) for which we were eligible in the amount of $62,663.  Council 
supported this effort.  In April, the vast majority of the congregation who voted were in favor of applying for this loan.  The loan was accepted by our bank, Center State 
Bank and SBA (Small Busines Administration).  Recently, an application was submitted to forgive this loan.  Center Bank approved the application and forwarded to SBA 
and we are presently awaiting final approval.  Some members think that this loan is critical to the future needs of BSLC’s role in funding future capital repair projects, future 
budget items, and assisting with funding some of Vision 2025’s recommendations.  Dick noted that with the ongoing nature of the present pandemic, it is too early to deter-
mine the final disposition of the loan proceeds.  Church leaders will continue to monitor the pandemic through the beginning of 2021.  Laurie Legler questioned the possi-
bility if we do not use or need this loan.  The loan could possibly be diverted to our Capital drive or to the Debt Reduction drive.  The PPP loan was favorably supported by 
LCMS and Fl/GA District.  Dave Taylor suggested that it could possibly help fund the new audio-visual equipment.  The Church Council thinks that the issue should be 

monitored and final determination on the loan be made in 2021, likely at the Spring 2021 Voters’ Assembly meeting. 

 

Pastor Kuehn 

Pastor Kuehn reported that he continues his ministry at Thrones of Grace on Tuesday evenings.  Thrones of Grace is a Christian-based discipleship program for men with 
life-controlling addictions.  Zoom Bible studies are held Wednesday evenings and they are studying “The Journey to the Promised Land”.  Bible studies have also resumed 
for men and ladies on Wednesday mornings.  Sunday Bible study is now studying the Book of John.  Memorial services have recently been held for Helga Bucken, Chief 
Weaver, and Jim Smith.  Speaking on behalf of the Board of Evangelism, he informed parishioners that the board has donated bottled water and snacks to K.B. Home 
community which is being built across the street from the church.  Barb Christensen, Chairperson for Evangelism, thanked the congregation for all of the congregation’s 
efforts in supporting our outreach programs.  The annual Christmas Angel tree will be placed in the narthex.  This outreach program will reach about 50 local students at 

Abel Elementary School and Kinnan Elementary School.  The schools will provide a list of students’ initials, age, sex, clothing size, and a gift suggestion. 

 

Pastor Leavitt 

Pastor Leavitt thanked Church Council and boards for their leadership in the continuing efforts to keep our church opened during COVID-19 pandemic.  We are blessed to 
be back to normal as best we can be.  Wednesday morning Bible studies have resumed in September.  At present, we are unable to resume fellowship.  Pastor thanked 
Mike Murphy for handling the nominations for 2021’s Church Council and Boards.  Members are needed for Seniors’ Ministry Board and Children and Families Board.  

Pastor thanked all present, retiring, and future Church Council leaders and board members.  Services are being planned for Thanksgiving, Advent and Christmas.   

Thanksgiving Eve, November 25 at 4:30 P.M. (with communion) 

Thanksgiving Day, November 26 at 10:00 A.M. (with communion) 

Advent on Wednesday, December 2, Wednesday, December 9 and Wednesday, December 16 at 4:30 P.M.  (no communion, meals or fellowship) 

Christmas Eve, December 24 at 3:00 P.M., 4:30 P.M., and 7:00 P.M.  (no communion) 

Christmas Day, December 25 at 10:00 A.M.  (with communion) 

New Year’s Eve, December 31 at 4:30 P.M. (with communion) 

No services on New Year’s Day, January 1 

Pastor thanked Dick Wilson for participating in the election of Rev. Dr. Brian Stolarczyk as Circuit Visitor for 2021-2023.  He is presently serving the congregation at Luther-
an Church of the Cross in Punta Gorda.  His term will begin following the next district convention in June 2021.  Pastor Leavitt served three terms of three years each as 

Circuit Visitor.  We thank Pastor Leavitt for his service.   

 

Other Business 

We welcome Paul and Jo Ross as new church members.  Jean Evers spoke on behalf of Bible Ministry which began more than seven years ago.  Amid the pandemic, the 
distribution of paperback Bibles to jails, assisted living facilities, pregnancy crisis centers and addiction treatment facilities have been placed on hold.  Jean thanked 
Church Council and Board of Elders for their generous support.  She also thanked all of the Wednesday Bible Study women for assisting with placement of BSLC labels on 

the Bibles.  4,500 Bibles have been donated since 2013.    

Motion:  There was a motion and second to adjourn the meeting.  All present voted in favor and the motion passed. 

 

Pastor Kuehn closed the meeting with a prayer.  Meeting adjourned at 10:05 a.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Rebecca Reich Sammito 

Church Council Secretary 

Approved December 8, 2020 
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  1/01 Mike Hansen 

1/03 Carl Albrecht 

1/05 Barb Christensen 

1/06 Collin Daley 

1/07 Jessi Kuehn 

1/08 Leta Brown 

1/09 Gail Weaver 

1/10 Dick Evers 

1/12 Norm Vagn 

1/13 Barbara Cefola 

1/14   Sam Wright 

1/15    Terry Jones 

1/17 Linda Daley 

1/20 Paul Morris 

1/25 Nancy Cooper 

1/26 Kevin Underwood 

1/26 Dominic Cooper 

1/27 Nicholas Vagn 

1/28     Christine Burgess 

1/29 Diane Emmermann 

1/30 George Sammito 

1/31 William Fenton 

1/05/1974 Dennis & Ann Wilm 

1/02/1982 Drew & Susan Najjar 

1/30/1971 Bob & Pat Brzycki 

1/30/1994 Matt & Sandi Altman 

Men’s Fellowship & Yard Work 
Serve the Lord by serving His people as the winds knock down the branches and the 

rain grows the grass and shrubs like crazy.   We welcome you to join us on 

Wednesday mornings for Men’s Fellowship and light yard work. We need help with 

trimming, pruning, edging and mowing as well as just riding around in a cart picking up 

debris, blowing and vacuuming, or crushing cans.  

 

If Wednesday morning doesn’t fit your schedule, come any day of the week and we will have plenty 

for you to do.  If you have any questions see one of the Trustees! 

We are so grateful for all of you, and thank you for your cards, prayers and gifts given to us for 

Staff Appreciation as well as Christmas!   We are so blessed to be able to serve our Lord and 

Savior, and all of you!      We look forward to the new year and hope as things settle down we 

are able to see all of you again! 

   

      The Staff at Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church 

Elaine Grom has asked that we thank all of you who sent her Christmas cards this year!    She 

enjoyed reading each and every one.    

We miss you Elaine, and hope you are staying warm up in Illinois! 
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Abel Elementary School 

December 18, 2020 at 4:58 PM  ·  

It is officially Winter Break!!!! Thank you teachers and staff for your love and dedication to our students throughout this year 

of 2020 craziness and thank you to our students for coming to school everyday and doing their absolute best! We will miss 

you over the next two weeks! 

We would like to take a moment to thank four of our wonderful business partners for their generous and amazing donations 

to our school throughout the last week.  

First, the Sarasota Bay Chapter of NIGP of Longboat Key hosted a book drive throughout the last week for our students so 

that EVERY student who was on campus today, would go home with a brand new book to read, keep and enjoy forever! We 

cannot thank them enough for supporting our students and their passion for reading!  

Second, both the Manasota Elks Lodge #2734 and the Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church donated HUGE boxes and bags 

of wrapped gifts, turkey coupons, food certificates and so much more so some families who could really use it this holiday sea-

son. This beautiful gift and giving memory is something that our students and families will cherish forever. Thank you for your 

kindness! 

All the gifts were picked up this morning, December 16th,  promptly at 9:00.  I wish I 
could have  captured the look on their faces when they saw all the packages - sur-
prised and  delighted and very thankful!  They each did a double take to see if their 
vehicles were big enough!  We have wonderful people with big hearts in our congre-
gation and I thank our Lord and Savior for each and every one of them.  So grateful!  
God is good all the time! 

Merry Christmas!   Love in Christ, Barb Christensen, Chairman of Evangelism Committee 

https://www.facebook.com/Abel-Elementary-School-266740574068761/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXDf1zxT-utqgi0XAaU1TtxtSLyLYzfHNJCr1HnjCVwawpIVTM26_6XQ47kmL7HPVml3MvWJn2p3wIQ6nI24juQ_WGfh7vScpFihwZwV2Dlybzw64oylLGfB3FSsPgLnocPF1EUWnnMEJBc0CBNCjkY&__tn__=-UC%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=898673670875445&id=266740574068761&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXDf1zxT-utqgi0XAaU1TtxtSLyLYzfHNJCr1HnjCVwawpIVTM26_6XQ47kmL7HPVml3MvWJn2p3wIQ6nI24juQ_WGfh7vScpFihwZwV2Dlybzw64oylLGfB3FSsPgLnocPF1EUWnnMEJBc0CBNCjkY&__tn__
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     JANUARY CARD MAKING MINISTRY! 
On Monday, January 18, the Card Making Ministry will meet in the Still Building at 

10:00 AM. We will be social distancing and wearing masks, as necessary. Due to these 

practices, the number of participants will be limited to 8, and we will make 4 Valentine 

cards – two for BSLC Shut-Ins and two for personal use.  A $5 contribution is asked 

to cover the cost of materials.  Designs for the cards, all the materials needed, and 

step-by-step instructions for making the cards will be pro-

vided.   No experience necessary!!   

Please  e-mail, call or text Joyce Adams 

(curjoy2@gmail.com; 517-317-2303), or sign up on the 

bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall by Sunday, January 

17.   Advance notice is needed to make sure we do not 

exceed the participant limit of 8 and the needed supplies will be ready. 

A special thank you to Lucy Fuller for providing the poinsettias and to the volunteers 

who delivered them and the handmade cards.  You brought smiles and Christmas 

cheer to our shut-ins.   

Here is one of our recipients, Betty Benishek,  enjoying her poinsettia! 

The SuperSeniorS are excited to announce Winter Fest. Please join 

your host Frosty ☃ in kicking off the new year online at or after 1:00 

pm on or after  Saturday January 23rd with fun, fellowship and great 

entertainment.     A link will be sent closer to the event for you to 

join in on the fun! 

WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDIES: The Wednesday morning Bible classes 

for Men and Women will be starting up again on January 13th.  The men 

meet at 7 a.m. and the women at 10:00 a.m.   Our new study is called 

“Explaining All the Scary Stuff in Revelation.”   Nobody said demons, 

plagues, and an appointment with Armageddon would be fun, but it doesn’t 

have to be feared – at least not for the Christian.  These classes will give 

both insight -  and encouragement to those who follow “the bright morning 

star.” 

Thank you to all that purchased and/or brought in cookies for the 

Cookie Sale!    We hope you all enjoyed trying all the different cook-

ies!   Also thank you to all who purchased the soup last month, and 

brought back your containers for us to fill up again.    

       The Service Guild 

mailto:curjoy2@gmail.com
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 We will be installing our New Officers and Board Members for 2021 the weekend of January 9th and 10th.    We thank 

those serving us this year and grateful for those who have served us in the past year.    
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PRAYER REQUESTS   

 Lois Leavitt—suffered fall and broke wrist, strength and healing 

 Norm Kurtz—starting round of strong antibiotics to combat infection 

 Ozzie Hauswald—recent fall, has back pain 

 Russ Wiltshire—strength and healing from stroke, in rehab 

 Barb Christensen—undergoing testing  

 Jim Jones—sepsis blood infection, husband of Terry Jones 

 Mary—battling cancer, sister of Martha FitzGerald 

 Julie—diagnosed with brain tumor, friend of Charles & Ann King 

 Ellan McMorrow—strength and healing, has COVID 

 Deb Bahnson—in the hospital with COVID, sister of Darci Allison and DeeAnn Gores 

 Jean Gaul—strength and healing following gallbladder procedure 

 Becky Harris—strength and healing from  hip replacement 

 Margie Thompson—going through testing for neck and back pain 

 Joy Kure—prayers of comfort needed, dealing with depression at Life Care which is now under lockdown, mother of Kelly Kure 

 Noreen Dalton—in hospital with COVID-19 and pneumonia, mother of Jerry Dalton 

 Bill Sloman—undergoing radiation, in need of strength and healing 

 Mary Lou Albrecht—broke arm, strength and healing 

 Glenn Latta, Jr.—four year old coping with Leukemia, hospitalized with aggressive chemo, friends of George & Judy Koegel 

 Kim—breast cancer, daughter of Ken & Mary Laxton 

 Luise Chastain—undergoing second round of chemo treatments 

 Carol Miller—healing from two spine surgeries 

 Carl Albrecht—autoimmune disease causing eye problems, going thru treatment 

 Jaycee—has 2 spots of cancer on spine in addition to brain stem, starting more chemo/radiation, granddaughter of Rick & Karen Vallier 

 Lynn—under hospice care, and Marilyn—complications from diabetes, friends of Celeste Yee 

 Jane Schneeberger—heart tests, strength and healing from episode 

 Jim Callanan—strength and healing while going through lung cancer treatment, uncle of Jerry Dalton 

 Jenny Frazier—strength and healing from accident, no walking for 6 months, friend of Jane Schneeberger 

 Cindy— needs prayers of strength and healing, daughter of Carl & Mary Lou Albrecht 

 Harold Banker, Jr.—stage 4 lung cancer with lymph node involvement, surgery not an option, brother of Cheryl Kail 

 Virginia Johnson—cancer in colon and lymph nodes, in need of strength and healing 

 Weston Hermann,—13 year old son of Jared, undergoing extensive chemo for brain cancer, friend of Darci Allison 

 Naomi—in need of diagnoses of health problems, friend of Jane Schneeberger 

 Sue Bennett—strength and healing  

 Curtis Collins—strength and healing, son of Bud & Liz Collins 

 Harold Morris—Prostrate cancer, responding to treatment, brother-in-law of Dolly Morris 

 Jamie Leavitt—laid off because of COVID-19, looking for teaching position in Jupiter, FL area (K-6th Grade)    Son of Pastor & Lynn Leavitt 

 Guy Montes—cancer , tumor in his brain, nephew of Willie Gwyn 

 Rob Graham—cancer has spread throughout lungs, son of Bob Graham 

 Elaine Grom—prayers for less pain until the Lord brings her home 

Please let the office know if your loved one/friend is still in need of prayers.   We will 

be taking off some of the older prayer requests as updates are not given. 
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It’s a new year. It’s a time when we take stock of the year past in order 

to improve the year to come. It’s a time when we sit down to plan and implement 
what we want to accomplish and even change. Part of that is planning our steward-
ship for the coming year. 
 
Often, we find this difficult and daunting and even joyless, but it doesn’t have to be. 
In fact, it is really quite simple and full of joy. So, here are some tips to make that 
planning less stressful. You begin by answering these three questions: 
 

Who are you? 
To whom do I give? 
And how much? 

 
So, who are you? The Table of Duties in the Luther’s Small Catechism informs us. Are you a hearer of God’s Word? 
Are you a citizen of society? Are you a member of a family? Stewardship covers these three estates: church, society, 
and family. We don’t particularly struggle to give to society or family. Our struggles, our difficulties, and our ques-
tions arise in giving to the Church. 
 
So, what is our duty as members of the Church with regard to giving? Again, the Table of Duties, gives us a guide. 
If you are a hearer – a member of the Church who receives instruction – St. Paul taught: “Let the one who is taught 
the word share all good things with the one who teaches” (Gal. 6:6). This means the local congregation is primary. 
 
Your pastor is the one called to preach the Gospel to you and administer the Lord’s blessed sacraments to you. Your 
congregation is the place where those things happen. Thus, when God calls us to give to the Church, He has the local 
congregation in mind. For “the Lord commanded that those who proclaim the gospel should get their living by the 
gospel” (1 Cor. 9:14). 
 
How much do we give to the local congregation? Our only instructions are to give: 

Regularly (1 Cor. 6:1–2); 
Proportionally (1 Cor. 16:1–2; 2 Cor. 8:12); 
Generously (2 Cor. 8:20); 
Of our first fruits (Gen. 4:4; Prov. 3:9; Lev. 27:30); and 
With a spirit of eagerness (2 Cor. 9:2), earnestness (2 Cor. 8:7), cheerfulness (2 Cor. 9:7), and love (2 Cor. 8:23). 

 
In other words, giving to the Church is not to be an afterthought, given after everything else is spent. In this way, it 
is deliberate. We give regularly – weekly, biweekly, monthly, quarterly, or yearly – keeping in mind our own 
strengths, weaknesses, and limitations. We set it aside beforehand – before anything else is spent. 
 
From those first fruits, we set aside a proportionate and generous amount. Ten percent was the standard for the Isra-
elites. This was a command for the ancient Israelites. We can give as much as we want, but ask yourself: Do we re-
ally want to be less generous than was commanded of the Israelites? Is the job of the New Testament Church bigger 
or smaller than the job given to Israel? 
 
And how are we to give it? We give it with eagerness and earnestness. We give it cheerfully and with love, not out 
of compulsion. For through the preaching of the Gospel and the administration of the sacraments, God has made us 
His children, forgiven us all our sins, given us grace upon grace, promised us life everlasting with Him in His king-
dom, and filled us with His own Spirit, the Holy Spirit. This makes giving a joy, as Jesus said, “it is more blessed to 
give than to receive” (Acts 20:35). 
 
It’s that easy. And it is joyful. For in stewardship, our gracious and giving Lord invites us to take part in the work 
that He accomplishes here on earth, providing for the ongoing preaching of the Gospel as well as those who are in 
need. Taking part in that makes all our work holy – work that is done in service to the Lord as priestly members of 
His kingdom. 
 
(The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod - LCMS Stewardship Ministry - Newsletter article – January 2021) 
 

Stewardship Board 
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 The CDC provides the most up to date information regarding the COVID-
19 virus and the vaccinations available.  The CDC is updating this site 
often, due to the new information that is found. 

Getting vaccinated is one of the many steps you can take to protect 

yourself and others from COVID-19.  Protection from COVID-19 is 

critically important because, for some people, it can cause severe illness or death. 

Stopping a pandemic requires using all the tools available. Vaccines work with your immune system so your 
body will be ready to fight the virus if you are exposed. Other steps, like masks and social distancing, help 
reduce your chance of being exposed to the virus or spreading it to others. Together, COVID-19 vaccination 
and following CDC’s recommendations to protect yourself and others will offer the best protection from COVID
-19. 

 The links below will give you information regarding the vaccines available and considerations for your review. 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/different-vaccines/how-they-
work.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-
ncov%2Fvaccines%2Fabout-vaccines%2Fhow-they-work.html  
  

 
 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/prevention.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/different-vaccines/how-they-work.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fvaccines%2Fabout-vaccines%2Fhow-they-work.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/different-vaccines/how-they-work.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fvaccines%2Fabout-vaccines%2Fhow-they-work.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/different-vaccines/how-they-work.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fvaccines%2Fabout-vaccines%2Fhow-they-work.html
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Brothers and Sisters-in Christ, 
 
Happy new year! As we turn the calendar from 2020 to 2021 we 
say goodbye to a very tumultuous year that has been difficult for 
all of us. As the church, we have had to make a lot of 
adjustments that have impacted not only our present situation 
but I feel will impact our ministry on into the future. 

 

Churches around the country have had to adopt some sort of 
online presence in order to keep the gospel message of Jesus 
Christ going. We are no different. As you know, it hasn’t been a 
smooth transition but in an effort to make it better we are 
upgrading a lot of our technology. 

 

The upgrades in our projectors and new camera cost 
approximately $30,000. It is a steep price but the 
equipment will give us not only a better and easier view of 
our screens in the sanctuary but the new camera will allow 
us to have a much better picture quality and the ability to 
focus in on the individual segments during the worship 
service. So whether you come to church and worship in 
person or worship online you should see a noticeable 
difference when it is all said 
and done. 

 

That $30,000 price tag was paid for by donations to the 
church and did not come out of our budget. We would like 
to thank all those who contributed funds to this initiative 
and a very special thank you to the few individuals that 
contributed multiple thousands of dollars. I am amazed by 
the generosity of our membership as many of you who 
have the means to help out go above and beyond! 

 

I am hopeful by the end of this month everything will be in place and all this new 
technology will enhance our worship for many years to come. 

 

I look forward to seeing all of you whether it be in person or online. I know we all pray 
that this year will be one of healing and getting to the other side of the pandemic. It also 
appears we need to stay in prayer and focus our faith and trust in our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ as our country needs Him now more so than ever. 

 

Again, Happy New Year! May God richly bless you and your family in 2021 and beyond! 

 

  God Bless, 

   Pastor Todd 
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Serving The Lord Schedule-January 
Date Elders & Ushers   Hosts & Hostesses 

JAN 3 

 

Elders:     Jerry Dalton, Randy Thies, Mike 
Murphy 

Ushers:   

 8 a.m.    Jim Luecke, Harold Schiferl, Dan & 
Laurie Legler, Bob & Pat Brzycki 

10:30 a.m.   Judy Kartsounes, Orval 
Stuckemeyer 

    

 JAN 10 

 Elders:     Jerry Dalton, Randy Thies, Mike 
Murphy 

Ushers:   

 8 a.m.    Jim Luecke, Harold Schiferl, Dan & 
Laurie Legler, Bob & Pat Brzycki 

10:30 a.m.   Judy Kartsounes, Orval 
Stuckemeyer 

    

JAN 17 

  Elders:     Jerry Dalton, Randy Thies, Mike 
Murphy 

Ushers:   

 8 a.m.    Jim Luecke, Harold Schiferl, Dan & 
Laurie Legler, Bob & Pat Brzycki 

10:30 a.m.   Judy Kartsounes, Orval 
Stuckemeyer 

    

  

JAN 24 

 Elders:     Jerry Dalton, Randy Thies, Mike 
Murphy 

Ushers:   

 8 a.m.    Jim Luecke, Harold Schiferl, Dan & 
Laurie Legler, Bob & Pat Brzycki 

10:30 a.m.   Judy Kartsounes, Orval 
Stuckemeyer 

    

No greeters at this time, but 

hopefully soon we will be 

back to greeting people! 

JAN 31 

 Elders:     Jerry Dalton, Randy Thies, Mike 
Murphy 

Ushers:   

 8 a.m.    Jim Luecke, Harold Schiferl, Dan & 
Laurie Legler, Bob & Pat Brzycki 

10:30 a.m.   Judy Kartsounes, Orval 
Stuckemeyer 
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 SUN  MON  TUES  WED  THUR  FRI  SAT 

   
 
 

    
  

  
 
 
  
 
  

1 
 
New Year’s Day 

2 
  
4:30 PM Worship 
Service 

3 
 8 AM & 10:30 AM  Wor-
ship Services* 
9:15 AM Bible Study 
10:30 AM Contemporary 
Worship Service 

4 
  
 

5 
 
10 AM Service Guild Mtg 

6 
   
8 AM Men’s Fellowship 
& Yardcare 
  
 

7 
 
10 AM Quilting 

8 9 
  
4:30 PM Worship 
Service* 

10 
 8 AM & 10:30 AM  Wor-
ship Services 
9:15 AM  Bible Study 
10:30 AM Contemporary 
Worship Service* 

11 
  
  
10 AM  LWML Mtg 
 

12 
 
 
10 AM Crafting 

13 
 
7 AM Men’s Bible Study 
8 AM Men’s Fellowship 
& Yardcare 
10 AM Women’s Bible 
Study 
6 PM Confirmation 
Class 
 7 PM Bible Study 
(Zoom) 

14 
 
10 AM Quilting 
 
  

15 
 
  

16 
 
4:30 PM Worship 
Service 

17 
 
 8 AM & 10:30 AM  Wor-
ship Services* 
9:15 AM Bible Study 
10:30 AM Contemporary 
Worship Service 

18 
 
 10 AM  Card Making 
Ministry 
 
7 PM  Elder’s Mtg 

19 
 
10 AM Crafting 
 

 20 
 
7 AM Men’s Bible Study 
8 AM Men’s Fellowship 
& Yardcare 
10 AM Women’s Bible 
Study 
6 PM Confirmation 
Class 
 7 PM Bible Study 
(Zoom) 

21 
 
 10 AM Quilting 

22 
 
  
  

23 
 
1 PM  SuperSeniors 
WinterFest 
 
4:30 PM Worship 
Service* 

24 
 
 8 AM & 10:30 AM  Wor-
ship Services 
9:15 AM Bible Study 
10:30 AM Contemporary 
Worship Service* 
 
 
 

25 26 
 
10 AM Crafting 

27 
 
7 AM Men’s Bible Study 
8 AM Men’s Fellowship 
& Yardcare 
10 AM Women’s Bible 
Study 
6 PM Confirmation 
Class 
 7 PM Bible Study 
(Zoom) 

28 
 
10 AM Quilting 

29 30 
 
4:30 PM Worship 
Service 

JANUARY 

31 
 
 8 AM & 10:30 AM  Wor-
ship Services* 
9:15 AM Bible Study 
10:30 AM Contemporary 
Worship Service 
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Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church 

7461 Prospect Road 

Sarasota, FL  34243 

www.beautifulsaviorlcms.com 

Pastor: Rossetter Leavitt 

Specific Ministry Pastor: Todd Kuehn 

Office Manager: Pam Rooney    

Website:  www.beautifulsaviorlcms.com 

7461 Prospect Road 

Sarasota, FL  34243 

Phone: 941-355-2798    Fax :941-355-3278 

Office Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8:00 A.M.– 4:00 P.M. 

E-mail: pastor@beautifulsaviorlcms.com 

              office@beautifulsaviorlcms.com 

              todd@beautifulsaviorlcms.com 


