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Pastor Leavitt 

This is the season of Lent.  These days God is calling us 

to repentance and faith.  Peter reminds us in here in his 

second letter that God is patient with us and the world in 

delaying His second coming, not wanting anyone to 

perish, but everyone to come to repentance. 

 

The following story is a beautiful example of repentance, 

faith, and forgiveness. 

 Festo Kivengere is the former Anglican Archbishop of 

Kigezi, Uganda.  He was also an evangelist and 

affectionately known as the “Billy Graham of Africa.”  In 

an article of a magazine, he said,   “My uncle, the chief, 

was sitting in court one day with his courtiers around 

him when a man came and bowed in the African way. He 

was rich in cattle and was well known as a man who 

sought God through the spirits of dead relatives. He had 

come with eight cows which he left some twenty yards 

away. 

‘I have come for a purpose, sir,’ the man said. 

‘What are those cows for?’ asked the chief. 

‘Sir, they are yours.’ 

‘What do you mean they are mine?’ 

‘They are yours. When I was looking after your cattle, I 

stole four and now they are eight, and I am bringing 

them.’ 

‘Who arrested you?’ 

‘Jesus arrested me, sir, and here are your cows.’ 

There was no laughter, only a shocked silence. My uncle 

could see this man was at peace with himself and 

rejoicing. 

‘You can put me in prison or beat me up,’ the man said, 

‘but I am liberated. Jesus came my way and I am a free 

human being.’ 

 Lent, the Season of Repentance 

 “The Lord is not slow in keeping His promise, as some understand slowness.  He is patient with you, 

not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.”   2 Peter 3:9 

‘Well, if God has done that for you, who am I to put you 

in prison? You go home.’ 

A few days later, having heard the news, I went to see 

my uncle. I said to him, ‘Uncle, I hear you got eight free 

cows!’ 

‘Yes, it’s true,’ he said. 

‘You must be happy.’ 

‘Forget it! Since that man came, I can’t sleep. If I want 

the peace he has, I would have to return a hundred 

cows!'” 

Festo said that later that his Uncle, the Chief, did repent 

and confessed his faith. 

 

The Lord desires us to repent of our sins.   Lent is the 

season of repentance.  The sooner we turn away from 

our sins, the quicker we are relieved of the guilt of sin 

and restored to fellowship with Christ and others.  

Today in prayer, confess any sin in your life, repent and 

turn away from sin and follow Jesus. 

 

    In Christ, 

 

 

   

 Pastor Leavitt 

 

“A Christian is not one who never goes wrong, but one 

who is enabled to repent and begin over again after each 

stumble—because of the inner working of Christ.” –  

     C.S. Lewis 
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BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
DECEMBER 8, 2020 

 
Present: Pastor Leavitt, Pastor Todd, Dick Wilson, Bob Brzycki, Rebecca Reich Sammito, Martha Music, Bill Christensen, Barb Christensen, Dennis Bonneau, 
Davey Davis, Ken Wieland, Norm Kurtz 
 
Vice President Bob Brzycki called the meeting to order.  Dick opened the meeting with a prayer. 
 

Motion:  It was moved and seconded that the minutes of the November 10, 2020 Church Council meeting be  
approved with the clerical revisions of Senior Ministry Board Amendment and Parish Health Ministry Board  
Amendment.  All present voted in favor.  The motion passed. 

 
Motion:  It was moved and seconded that the minutes of the November 15, 2020 Voters’ Assembly meeting be approved.   
All present voted in favor.  The motion passed. 

 
Treasurer’s Report – Bill Christensen 
Bill reported that donations and income are about $3,000 behind last year.  Our expenses are about $40,000 less than last year.  It remains unknown how the 
end of the year will be and it will depend on the Christmas season and year-end activity and giving.  Donations continue to support our Debt Reduction cam-
paign with about $42,000 contributed so far.  We have received forgiveness of our loan from the SBA (Small Business Administration). 
 
Stewardship – Dennis Bonneau 
Dennis reported that no recent meeting was held.  However, 2021 donation envelops, last year’s pledges and envelopes, the ante 2021 pledges and enve-
lopes have been placed in parishioners’ mail boxes in the narthex.  Dennis reported that they will send an email to the congregation for anyone interested in 
matching the funds to purchase a new camera to supplement the new audio visual equipment. 
 
Trustees – Ken Wieland 
Ken thanked those who assisted with the recent storm clean-up.  The new nativity set will be placed on the front portion of the church property tomorrow.  Ken 
thanked Dee Ann Gores for refurbishing an older nativity set which has been set up in from of the Still Building.  Volunteers are needed to supplement the six 
faithful ground crew members who work every Wednesday.  Ken discussed the need for the replacement of the church roof and the flat roof of the Fellowship 
Hall.  He received a quote from Shue Kaufmann, Inc. for $52,520.  Shue Kaufmann, Inc. is a local contractor.  Ken also brought up the need to replace win-
dows in the front of the church and the remaining sanctuary windows.  A quote was received for $33,000 to replace these windows.  He informed Council that 
it could take up to 3-4 months to receive the glass once it is ordered.  The issue of locking in this price was discussed.  A lengthy discussion took lace on the 
financing of these projects.  Bill explained that we could utilize the PPP funds, borrow from the church revenue or conduct another fundraising campaign drive.  
It was det ermined that the roofs are in serious deteriorating conditions.  It was also determined that we could lock in the $33,000 quote for the replacement of 
windows by signing the contract for work to be completed late 2021.  Motions were presented.  A future fundraiser will be developed to repay the funding nec-
essary for the window and roof work. 
 

Motion:  It was moved and seconded that the replacement of the de teriorating roofs by Shue Kaufmann, Inc. in  
early 2021 at a cost of $52,520 be approved.  All present voted in favor.  The motion passed. 
 
Motion:  It was moved and seconded that the future scheduling of window replacement with a signed contract at  
the quoted priced of $33,000  be approved.  All present voted in favor.  The motion passed. 
 
Motion:  It was moved and seconded that the funds to be borrowed from the church revenue for the roof replacement and window re-
placement  be approved.  All present voted in favor.  The motion passed. 
 

Elders – Norm Kurtz 
Norm reviewed the scheduling of Christmas Eve and Christmas Day services.  COVID safety protocols will be implemented.  Three Christmas Eve services 
are being offered at 3:00 P.M., 4:40 P.M., and 7:00 P.M.  Once the sanctuary has reached its capacity, individuals will be seated in the narthex and Fellowship 
Hall.  Elders will conduct a Zoom meeting on December 16 to make a final decision on Christmas ser vices based on COVID statistics in the community.  If 
Christmas ser vices must be cancelled, a live streamed service will be conducted prior to Christmas Eve and offered for view on Christmas Eve and Christmas 
Day.  Nrom announced the addition of several new board members:  Dan Najjar (Trustees), Dennis Wilm (Seniors Ministry, and Jo Ross (Seniors Ministry).  
Terms are temporary and will run until the next congregation election. 
 

Motion:  It was moved and seconded that the nominations of Dan Najjar (Trustees) and Dennis Wilm and Joe Ross  
(Seniors Ministry) be approved.  All present voted in favor.  The motion passed. 

 
Evangelism – Barb Christensen 
The Board of Evangelism met on December 7.  Snacks and bottled water continue to be delivered to Grady Pointe, a new home community being built across 
the street from the church.  The annual Christmas Angel Tree was a huge success.  The gifts will be organized on Tuesday and will be picked up by Kinnan 
Elementary School and Abel Elementary School next Thursday.   
 
Youth – Davey Davis 
Pizza night and Escape Room was held on Sunday, November 29.  Nine youth members enjoyed this event.  A Christmas party/Lock-In is being planned for 
December 18.  The Youth Board will meet on Tuesday, December 15. 
 
Seniors Ministry – Martha Music 
Martha informed Council that the board would like to resume “First Thursday of the Month” movie/game afternoons in February.  Norm informed Council that 
the average attendance for these events is 15-25.   
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Pastor Kuehn 
Pastor Kuehn informed Council that the new audio visual supplies have been ordered through Pro-Audio Services.  Pastor researched ceiling-mounted cameras.  Two 
different cameras are being considered.  A parishioner has offered to donate 50% towards the purchase of a camera installation.  Prices range from $5500 to $7700.  
The higher priced camera offers better lighting and zoom options.  Pastor announced that an email would be sent to parishioners for the opportunity to match this gift. 
 
Pastor Leavitt 
Pastor offered a special thank-you on behalf of Pastor Kuehn, Pastor Adams, Pam Rooney, Norm Vagn, Doris Schnepel, Linda DeGuzman, and Gloria Pena for the 
cards and gifts presented on Appreciation Sunday.  Pastor thanked all those who helped with the decorating of our church for Advent and Christmas.  A special thank-
you to Dee Ann Gores for refurbishing a nativity set which has been placed in front of the Still Building.  Two new members, Paul and Kim Nolting, will be transferring 
to our congregation.  Pastor thanked all past and present Church Council and board members for their role through a trying year with COVID.  He announced the res-
ignations of Rick and Diane Bullock from Fellowship Board.  Pastor informed Council of a letter from The Rev. Dr. Matthew Harrison, LCMS President, indicating the 
issues facing the scheduling of the national Synod Convention amid COVID-19.  Moving the upcoming national Synod Convention from 2022 to 2023 is being consid-
ered.  Congregations will be informed of this and are encouraged to vote on this issue.  The question being sent to congregations for their vote is:  Shall the Synod add 
a year to the current 2019-2022 triennium, allowing districts to hold their conventions in either 2021 or 2022, and moving the upcoming national Synod Convention 
from 2022 to 2023?  Dick will review the letter and communicate with Pastor as to how we should vote on this matter. 
 
President’s Report – Dick Wilson 
Dick asked Council to consider what effect COVID vaccines would have on the COVID safety protocols in our church. 
 
Old Business  

Bob informed Council that the online version of the President’s Equip Conference, offered through FL/GA District of LCMS, will not be made available after De-
cember 31 and therefore cannot be presented at the Church Leadership and Board Members Planning Retreat in January.   

The availability of coffee for Bible Study in December was discussed.  Pastor Kuehn informed Council that there were no interested volunteers for coordinating 
this. 

 
New Business 

Discussion took place on the format of Church Leadership and Board Members Planning Retreat in January amid the present pandemic.  Several options were 
reviewed.  Dick and Bob will develop retreat instructions for the boards to use, accompanied by specific instructions for goal planning and selection of chair-
persons.  Each board chairpersoun would schedule a board meeting in January and submit their 2021 plans/goas to Rebecca by February 1.  Council lead-
ers or staff members would be available to provide assistanc. 

Installation of the 2021 officers and board members will take place during the weekend of January 9-10, 2021.  Pastor Leavitt thanked all those who have served 
this ipast year. 

Assignments for devotion and prayers for 2021 Church Council meetings were discussed.  A copy of this chedule will be attached to the meeting draft in a future 
email from Rebecca. 

 
Motion:  It was moved and seconded that the devotion and prayer list for 2021 be approved.  All present voted in favor.  The motion passed. 
 
Bill discussed the housing allowances for Pastor Leavitt and Pastor Kuehn. 

 
Motion:  It was moved and seconded that $60,000 be used for Pastor Leavitt’s housing allowance and $30,000 be used for Pastor Kuehn’s housing 

allowance.  All present voted in favor.  The motion passed. 
 

Pastor Leavitt and Pastor Kuehn will open and close the Church Council meeting on Tuesday, February 9, 2021 at 7:00 P.M. 
 
Dick closed the meeting with a prayer. 
 

Motion:  It was moved and seconded that the meeting be adjourned.  All present voted in favor.  The motion passed. 
 

Meeting adjourned at 8:50 P.M. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Rebecca Reich Sammito 
Church Council Secretary 
Approved February 9, 2021 
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BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH 

CHURCH LEADERSHIP AND BOARD MEMBERS PLANNING GOALS 

January 2021 

 

Format for the 2021 Annual Church Leadership and Board Members Planning Retreat was changed from a mass gathering to an individual board meeting format due to the Corona-
virus-19 pandemic.  Guidelines on the meeting format, election of board officers and 2021 goals were presented in writing to all boards.  Each board was to meet during the month of 

January with virus protocols.  Goals and a list of officers were to be presented by each board to Church Council Secretary and Church Office by February 1, 2021. 

 

Treasurer’s Report – Bill Christensen 

For 2020, total donations and other income was $528,573.  The previous year figure was $562,139. 

Total expenses were $513,062 for 2020 and $562,029 for 2019.  This resulted in a surplus of $15,511 for 2020.  This surplus was allocated to the following funds to be used in the 

future: 

   

   Evangelism                 $1,300 

   Flower Fund                        $1,500 

   Youth Fund                            $2,000 

   Fellowship Fund                  $1,000 

   Bible Ministry                          $1,000 

   Capital Improvement Fund  $8,711 

 

In December, the church was able to pay off the final note holder and is no longer in debt.  In addition, several capital projects were completed, thanks to individual donations.  The 

church applied for, received, and was forgiven a PPP loan of $ 62,663 which is available for future needed projects and items in the 2025 campaign. 

The 2021 budget for donations and other income is $ 575,000 compared to $ 563,000 for 2020. 

 

Stewardship 

Chairperson:    Dennis Bonneau 
Vice Chairperson:  Melanie Bonneau 
Secretary:   Julie Robinson 
LCEF Coordinator:  Martha Music 

 

Goals: 
Initiate a Ministerial Fund Drive (relating to the Vision 2025 Committee goals) 
Initiate a Financial Support Fund Drive for Capital Expenditures (Relating to the Vision 2025 Committee goals) 
Host an Estate Planning event 
Host a Church Extension Fund event 
Support the Fall Festival 

 

Parish Health Ministry 

Chairperson:  Mary Luecke 
Vice Chairperson and Secretary: Christine Gruschkus-Wright 

 

Goals: 
Interact with other board and groups at BSLC in order to determine the needs and how to best help those in need of our service. 
Establish a PHM job description specific to BSLC which will include basic duties.  Under this topic, develop a system to document and maintain credentials and basic compe-

tency assessment requirements to be a Faith Community Nurse (FCN) and Congregational Health promoters. 
Research options and purchase a drinking water system. 
When the Fellowship Board resumes its services, provide guidance for safety from an infection control perspective. 
Streamline required nursing documentation requirements, emphasizing privacy for all we assist.  At this time, the plan is to keep paper documents which will be double-locked 

in the BSLC PHM office. 
In order to assist Pastors with all members that may need PHM ser vices, leadership will share information with the PHM team so that we can contact them for prayers and 

other needs that these individuals request. 
Work with Super Seniors to provide whole person wellness presentations – spiritual, mental, and physical. 
Provide cardio-pulmonary resuscitation (CPR) and first aid training to the elders, ushers, and any interested parishioners. 
Assist with medical emergencies. 

 
Youth 
Chairperson:   Davey Davis 
Co-Chairperson:   Evan Moore 
Secretary:    Kama Greenleaf 

 

Goals: 
Support the Fall Festival at Beautiful Savior 
Sponsor a servant event during the 2021 year. 
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Have the youth be more active and visible in the services. 
Fundraising for the 2022 National Youth Gathering in Houston, TX 
Grow outreach for the year 2021. 
Place information in the Weekly and Monthly newsletters along with the Youth bulletin board in the fellowship hall for better communication with our members and youth. 

 

 

Evangelism: 
Chairperson:  Barbara Christensen 
Co-Chairperson:  Doris Schnepel 
Secretary:   Judy Koegel 
Advertising Coordinator: Pam Rooney 
 
Goals: 

Veterans Outreach in memory of Jim Smith.  Identify and provide critical supply needs for area veterans. 
Joni and Friends Ministry:  Support this worldwide and established organization, collect wheel chairs, walkers and canes to provide life-changing mobility to disabled Braden-

ton residents, and spreading the Gospel. 
Update and redesign the BSLC website through an IT firm to provide a web master who will assist with the update and redesign of the website. 
Evangelism training to be held at church during the August-September timeframe. 
Manatee Operation Troop Support (MOTS) 
Continue Community Pregnancy Center and Forty Days of Life events. 
Angel Tree in November to provide gifts for needy children at Kinnan Elementary School and Abel Elementary School. 
Back Pack Ministry in August. 
Grief Share Ministry:  having been affected by COVID-19 restrictions, plans include an in-person session in April-May. 
Food Drive Collection in May 
Teacher Appreciation Day, including the delivery of cakes to Kinnan and Abel Elementary Schools before the end of the 2020-2021 school year 
Lutheran Family Services Christmas Gifting 
Grady Pointe Community Outreach through the continuation of drop offs of snacks and water and provision of gift bags to new homeowners. 
Present the movie “Unplanned” in Fellowship Hall on Sunday afternoon, February 21 as part of our outreach to Community Pregnancy Clinic 
Participate in the ‘Forty Days to Life’ campaign at Sarasota’s Planned Parenthood site. 

Sponsor an Evangelism Board booth at the BSLC Fall Festival with a turkey raffle. 

 

Senior Ministry 

Chairperson:  Dennis Wilm 
Vice Chairperson:  Martha Music 
Secretary:   Jo Ross 

 

Organize the Board, define immediate needs and long-term goals to promote the involvement, support and participation of seniors in the life of the church. 
Recruit additional persons to help with the Senior Ministry as tasks are defined. 
Establish sub-committees and groups as needed to facilitate the Senior Ministry. 
The scope of duties is yet to be defined.  In upcoming meetings, short-term goals will be determined within the restrictions of COVID-10 protocol.  Long-term goals will follow 

as conditions change. 
The Chairperson will be an active member of the Church Council and when away, the Vice Chairperson or designated person will substitute. 
Coordinate duties and communicate with existing boards where Senior Ministry duties and goals overlap with their functions, especially in the areas of Fellowship, Outreach, 

Evangelism, Parish Health Ministry, and the Helping Hands efforts. 
Plan, staff, communicate and support senior activities as COVID protocol allows. 
Provide for continuation of the Super Seniors streamed monthly events. 
Pastor Adams will oversee the development and coordination of continuing communications with Seniors in a Care Ministry.  Explore the feasibility of 
Establishing a shepherding model for visitation and contact of seniors and members in general. 
Attend to such other duties deemed necessary or assigned to this board. 

 

Elders 

Chairperson:    Robert Morris 
Vice Chairperson:    Norm Kurtz 
Secretary:     Chris Mauk 

 

Goals: 
Continue worship services safely and transition to “normal” as the pandemic permits. 
Review the worship service schedule to consider three (3) services in the sanctuary. 
Work with Parish Healthy Ministry team as we open other ministries. 
Replace Pam Rooney upon her retirement in October 2021.  This will consist of reviewing the role and how we backfill the position.  In addition, begin planning for Pastor 

Leavitt’s retirement in 2025. 
Continue supporting Pastor Adams involvement through preaching and teaching. 
Document the new sound booth procedures aft er the equipment is installed.  Continue to add some additional people to work the sound booth. 
Revise/review the shepherding groups.  Includes updating the board and putting it online. 
Enhance our online presence – all components. 

New website 
Online giving 
Links for You Tube services 

Special celebrations planned for 2021 
Burning the mortgage 
Pastor Leavitt’s 40th anniversary (end of June) 
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BSLC 35th anniversary 
Pastor Todd’s 10th anniversary (end of year) 

 

Families and Children 

Chairperson:    Cassie Davis 

 

Goals: 
Start up Sunday School 
Easter Egg Hunt 
Vacation Bible School / summer camp week 
Participate in the Fall Festival 

 

Trustees 

Chairperson:    Ken Wieland 
Vice Chairperson:    Orval Stuckemeyer 
Secretary:     Brad Millard 

 

Goals: 
Continuation of sanctuary hurricane resistant window installation 
Replace open shed/barn on the northwest corner of church property with new slab 
Test and assess sanctuary audio system for hearing-impaired (hearing loop) 
Prayer Garden maintenance 
Acquire a $10,000 tractor with a ¼-yard front-end bucket; consider lease option 
Replace ramps and stairs of the Youth Building 
Removal of dead trees and limbs 

 

Fellowship 

Chairperson:    Dan Legler 

 

Goals: 
Continue COVID plans set forth by Church leadership 
Start coffee and drinks for Sunday morning Bible classes 
Continue picking up Publix bakery on Sunday mornings 
Grow and train new fellowship board members 
Possible activities for future planning:  Lenten meals, Easter brunch, Advent meals, luncheon cruise at Marina Jack, Ringling Circus, Marauders games, and pre-season Tampa 

Buccaneers game 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Rebecca Reich Sammito 

Church Council Secretary 

Approved February 9, 2021 

Our Pre-K to 5th Grade Sunday School has started 

back up, and Cassie Davis is sharing God’s Word 

with the children.   If you have children or 

grandchildren you would like to have join them, 

please come any Sunday at 9:30 a.m.    Class lets out 

about 10:15 a.m., and is held in the Admin. Building. 
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR 

THRIVENT MEMBERS: 

 

As a Thrivent benefit member, each year you have “Choice 

Dollars” you are entitled to direct to a qualifying organiza-

tion such as Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church.   

The “Choice Dollars” you have in your account to donate for 2020 may be donated in January through March of 2021.  .  You may    

direct online or by phone. 

By email, just log into Thrivent.com,  scroll down to “direct Choice Dollars,” and log into your account by entering your User ID and 

Password. 

Then you may direct the “Choice Dollars” to Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church or another qualifying recipient of your choice.   Last year 

we received $1,619.00 from your donations, and the year before we received $2,605.00.   It is a wonderful way to raise money for Beau-

tiful Savior without costing you anything. 

If you prefer, you may phone Thrivent at 1-800-847-4836 and speak to a Thrivent representative who will help you direct your “Choice 

Dollars.” 

Remember, the Thrivent “Choice Dollars” not yet designated for 2020 may still be designated through March of 2021.   DESIGNATE 

NOW — DON’T DELAY,  and please remember to designate Beautiful Savior when you do. 

  

Come join us.  We meet in the Fellow-
ship Hall and provide social distanc-
ing.  Masks are available. 

 

Men’s Group    7:00 a.m. 

 

Women’s Group 10:00 a.m. 

Dave and Julie Thieme 

10925 Bullrush Drive 

Venice, FL  34293 

260/403-4002 

Drive-Up Communion will be Sunday, March 7th starting at noon.   A link will be sent out for you 

to sign-up, if you have any problems please see one of the Pastors or call the Church Office. 

Our 2021 Confirmation Class will be confirmed 

on Palm Sunday, April 28th, during the 10:30 

Worship Service.    The confirmands are Kelsey 

Marie Greenleaf, Vanessa Marie Samsoe, Gavin 

William Swales, and Miranda Rylee Daley.     

God’s blessings to our Confirmands.   There will 

be a table set up for cards or gifts, but we will not 

be able to have cake this year due to COVID restrictions. 

http://Thrivent.com
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ASH WEDNESDAY AND MID-WEEK LENTEN SERVICES AT  

BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR 
 

The season of Lent in the Christian Church is a 40-day period that begins on Ash 
Wednesday and concludes on Easter Sunday.    Service is held every Wednesday at 
4:30 p.m. (Sundays are not counted as part of the 40 days of Lent).  These services will 
also be live-streamed for viewing at home.   The link for watching them are the same 
link we use for our regular Worship Services.   
 
 
‘WORDS FROM THE CROSS’ SERMON SERIES - The liturgical color for Lent is purple 

and is intended to remind us of the contempt and scorn Jesus endured, and the subsequent sacrifice he made for 
our eternal salvation on the cross - and Jesus’ last words as He hung on that cross and endured that contempt and 
scorn, are an amazing testimony of His great love for us and all people – and Jesus’ ‘Words From the Cross’, will be 
the theme for the sermon messages delivered by Pastor Adams in our mid-week Lenten services this year.    Each 
week we will consider a different Word, or saying, of Jesus from the cross.  The schedule is as follows:   
 
3/3   - A Loving Word of Concern 
3/10 - A Word Asking, ‘Why?’ 
3/17 - A Suffering Word 
3/24 - A Trusting Word 
4/1   - A Remembering Word (From the Upper Room)  (Maundy Thursday)  
4/2   - The Word of Climax   (Good Friday)  
  
We encourage you to join us for these Lenten worship opportunities, either in person or by watching from 
home.  A video link will be emailed each week and will also be available on our website.   And you are encouraged 
as well to invite a friend to join you or to also tune in.    
 
[Note:  Because our fellowship and conversation is such an important part of our lives together as God’s people, we 
regret that because of the need to remain cautious and prudent in regards to the coronavirus, our traditional Len-
ten Suppers will not be held this year.]   

Thank you to all who showed up to watch “UNPLANNED” with us.   For 

those who were not able to attend, we do have the BLU-ray DVD availa-

ble to lend out.   Please either call the church office to arrange to 

pick it up, or just come in and if we have it here it is yours to borrow! 

     The evangelism board 

EASTER LILIES:  We will soon be offering Easter Lilies this year once 

again  . Be sure to put your donation in the Easter Lily envelope attached to the sign-up 
board when we have it placed in the Narthex.   PLEASE MAKE SURE YOU PRINT THE 
INFORMATION YOU WOULD LIKE SHOWN ON THE LIST OF DONATIONS ON THE SIGN-
UP BOARD.      

6” Lilies are $8.75 

8” Lilies (only 3 available) are $16.75 

Be part of helping to beautify our Church this Easter! 

You may take your lily after the 10:30 AM Service on  Easter Sunday 
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  ERIN GO BRAGH ! Sure and Begorrah the SuperSeniorS 

will be celebrating St. Patrick’s    Day at 1pm on 
Wednesday March 17th. Invite your friends, neigh-

bors, relatives or any Leprechauns to tune in to 

livemusiclive Beautiful Savior SuperSeniorS.  A link 

will be sent out prior to the event to groan at the 

jokes, enjoy world   class entertainment and bask in 

the warm Christian Fellowship.      

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Over the course of the year 2020, the 
Beautiful Savior Quilters made quilts for 
Lutheran World Relief.  On February 6, 
2021, a total of 83 quilts, 12 boxes stuffed 
full, were delivered to Emmanuel Luther-
an Church in Venice, Florida.  These quilts 
were picked up along with quilts made by 
other Florida churches to be distributed 
by    Lutheran World Relief wherever 
needed in the world.                      
 
The Beautiful Savior Quilters will be con-
tinuing to make quilts for LWR, and wel-
come anyone who wished to help in this 
effort to join them on Thursdays between 
10 a.m. and noon in the Wayman Still Fellowship Hall.  Donations of sheets, used but still in 
good condition, are also welcomed by for the quilters to be used in their work. 

Here at Beautiful Savior we will once again be helping “Hope 
Seeds” by packaging seeds to be sent where needed.   

 

We will be meeting here in the Fellowship Hall on Monday, 
March 1 from 10am until 12 noon.    Please consider joining 
us.  
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A THANK YOU FROM MOTS ON THEIR  

FACEBOOK PAGE: 

 

Two beautiful angels from Beautiful Savior Lutheran 
Church brought two carloads of food, batteries, good-
ies, books and more to MOTS today! It was just in time 
as I'm trying to pack February boxes and I didn't have 
enough food to do it! Thank you to these ladies and 
everyone at their church for all of the donations for 

our troops! 

Thank you to all who donated to Manasota    

Operation Troop Support (MOTS) the past few 

weekends! Doris Schnepel and Judy Koegel are 

happily delivering all the wonderful items today! 

Both SUV’s are filled and ready to go!  
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Hudson Taylor, a Nineteenth Century British missionary 

to China, is reported to have said, “God’s work, done in 
God’s way, will not lack God’s supply.” To know God’s 
way, we need to know His Holy Word. Or to say it another 
way: you need to know your Bible.  

 

St. Paul, before he spends two chapters on giving, wrote that every thought is to be taken captive to 
the obedience of Christ (2 Cor 10:5). Doctrine matters. And doctrine matters because the Scriptures 
matter. And the Scriptures matter because this is where we learn the teaching of Christ. Our thoughts 
must be brought into line with the teaching of Scripture so that our work is what God wants done and 
so that we do this work in His way. 

 

A good tree bears good fruit. A bad tree bears bad fruit. We have been made good trees in holy bap-
tism. We are fertilized and pruned for bearing good fruit by constantly hearing God’s Word preached 
and taught in sermon and Bible Class and in receiving the life-giving, faith-sustaining food of the Lord’s 
Supper. Remember your doctrine, hold on to the Lord’s teaching, and your thoughts will be taken cap-
tive to the obedience of Christ.  

 

Bringing every thought captive to the obedience of Christ is recognizing that God does provide. The 
Lord’s Prayer teaches us to pray for daily bread. Praying this day in and day out reminds us that the 
Lord is the giver of our daily bread, and that we are to gives thanks for His daily provision of it.  God is 
rarely early and never late in His work, as Abraham learned on the mount of the Lord it will be provided. 
The Lord’s generosity forms our generosity in return. 

 

Thus, we set aside for the work of God a generous, first-fruits, pro-
portion of the daily bread that God has given to us. This act of trust in 
the Lord’s provision is the working out of our faith in Him. When 
budgetary discussions pop up our natural reaction is to point fingers.  
But remember your doctrine, and what your mother taught about 
pointing fingers. Our first natural reaction is not always right. In fact, 
when our thoughts are brought into captivity of Christ, our first reac-
tion should be repentance. It should raise questions in our own lives. 

As good trees in Christ who are to bear good fruit, we should ask whether our thoughts have been tak-
en captive by obedience to Christ.  Have we given generously? Have we given our first-fruits? You 
know. And God knows. “For the eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to show 
Himself strong on behalf of those whose heart is loyal to Him” (2 Chron 16:9).  

 

God will provide. He always has and He always will. He gives His meat in due 
season. He has not left you as orphans but has grafted you into His own family. 
You belong to Him. Remember this, letting this thought dwell in you richly. And 
you will then be rich toward others.  

 

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod - LCMS Stewardship Ministry—
Newsletter article – March 2021 

Stewardship Board 
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 Traci Moore 

  

 

Mike  &  Nancy  Murphy

  

 

Explaining the Vision 2025 Campaign Envelope 

The new Vision 2025 Campaign Envelope in your envelope box, serves as 
a physical reminder and tool for the financial responsibility we as mem-
bers have to the securing of Beautiful Savior’s future. The 2025 Commit-
tee has created a list of goals and recommendations such as unfunded  

facility maintenance and to provide for the expansion, enhancement and 
program development for our Church.       Stewardship Board 
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From the Community Pregnancy Center: 

 

Exciting how God links us all together for his LIFE 
Saving work.   As HE taught us through your last 
“baby shower” we always are provided with what 
we need!  If it is someone’s heart, then its the donation we need.    

We are really good on small size diapers (Newborn - 3)  at this time.  Sizes 4, 
5 and 6 are harder to keep on hand. Lotions, soaps, shampoo, baby care items 
and baby wipes never go out of style :) 

 

Gift Cards are wonderful and easy to store and can meet specific individual 
needs.  (Prenatal vitamins, special formulas, food, infant medications). We 
sometimes will combine gift cards and go purchase a specific item (like a car 
seat) that is needed.  We evaluate every situation before using gift 
cards.   (Walmart and Target are good examples because you can get supplies 
as well as food and formula) 

 

We provided a pair of hand crocheted or knitted baby booties to every client 
that comes in for an Ultrasound - it makes that baby so real.  So these are    
especially important if anyone wants to share that talent! 

 

In His Love,  

Patty 
Patty Madsen, RN 
 
 

  

The Evangelism Board is hosting another  “Baby 

Shower” in March for the Community Pregnancy 

Clinic, located in Sarasota.    

 

We will have a crib set up the first and second 

weekend in March if you wish to donate any items.   

They are happy for anything you wish to donate, but 

see above for specifics. 

 

Thank you for helping us help them! 

We did visit with them when we went to pray 
for all the unborn babies outside of the PP  
facility in Sarasota.  A baby was SAVED the 
day before we went, thanks to all the lovely, 
caring people at the Pregnancy Center. 



14 

 

     MARCH CARD MAKING MINISTRY! 

 

SuperSeniorS would like to thank Thrivent for their sponsorship of Mardi 

Gras and the Roses for arranging it. We also thank all who contributed jokes, 

videos etc.    Special thanks go out to our entertainer James Albritton and our 

producer Joe Thayer. Finally, thank you to all who support our SuperSeniorS 

with your online viewing. Anyone who has not seen it can still view it at 

livemusiclive Beautiful Savior SuperSeniorS or using the link.  

Come and join the fun on Monday, March 15, when the Card Making Ministry will 

meet in the Still Building at 10:00 AM. We will make 4 Easter cards – two for BSLC 

Shut-Ins and two for personal use.  A $5 contribution is asked to cover the cost of 

materials.  Designs for the cards, all the materials needed, and step-by-step instruc-

tions for making the cards will be provided.   No experience necessary!!   

 We will be social distancing and wearing masks, as necessary. Due to these prac-

tices, the number of participants will be limited to 8.  Please RSVP to Joyce Adams 

(curjoy2@gmail.com; 517-317-2303), or sign up on the bulletin board in the Fel-

lowship Hall by Sunday, March 14.   Advance notice is needed to make sure we do 

not exceed the participant limit of 8 and the needed supplies will be ready.   

A big thank you to all the class participants who make the beautiful cards that are sent to our shut-ins.  A    

special thank you to Melanie Bonneau who mails out the cards each month.    

Come join us for a Mortgage Burning Ceremony  on Sunday, 

March 7 at 10 am. God has been so gracious through His    

people who so generously gave of themselves and their gifts to 

pay off the debt for our buildings and land. We would like to 

gather as our Beautiful Savior Family to give God thanks and 

praise  helping us now to be debt free. We will meet outside to 

burn the mortgage. 

mailto:curjoy2@gmail.com
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PRAYER REQUESTS   

 

 Pat McInerney—broken hip after fall, in Sarasota Memorial Hospital 

 Barb Christensen—strength and healing from heart procedure   

 Sue Bennett—under Hospice Care 

 Donna Thomas—broken kneecap after fall 

 Carol Rose— healing and success of hearing surgery  

 Norm Kurtz—strength and healing from infection 

 Margie Thompson—going through testing for neck and back pain 

 Bill Sloman—undergoing radiation, in need of strength and healing 

 Virginia Johnson—cancer in colon and lymph nodes, in need of strength and healing 

 Doreen Morency—upcoming surgery to help avoid paralysis and pain, cousin of Priscilla Collett 

 Curtis Collins—strength and healing, son of Bud and Liz Collins 

 Tania Cruser—recently diagnosed with breast cancer, daughter of Anita & Bob Muhlhauser 

 Will Schneeberger—Gallbladder surgery, stepson of Jane Schneeberger 

 Rick Hillis—cancer in both his kidneys, cousin of Carolyn Tudor 

 Dick Petit—Stage 4 Cancer, friend of Diane Christian 

 Rob Graham—cancer, son of Bob Graham 

 The staff and students of Concordia University NY—pray for a smooth transition moving forward 

 Lois Leavitt—broken wrist, mother of Pastor Leavitt 

 Marilyn-diabetes and now cancer has metastasized, friend of Celeste Yee 

 Becky Harris—strength and healing from  hip replacement 

 Glenn Latta, Jr.—four year old coping with Leukemia, hospitalized with aggressive chemo, friends of George & Judy Koegel 

 Kim—breast cancer, daughter of Ken & Mary Laxton 

 Luise Chastain—undergoing second round of chemo treatments 

 Carol Miller—healing from two spine surgeries 

 Carl Albrecht—autoimmune disease causing eye problems, going thru treatment 

 Jaycee—has 2 spots of cancer on spine in addition to brain stem, starting more chemo/radiation, granddaughter of 
Rick & Karen Vallier 

 Lynn—under hospice care, and Marilyn—complications from diabetes, friends of Celeste Yee 

 Jim Callanan—strength and healing while going through lung cancer treatment, uncle of Jerry Dalton 

 Cindy— needs prayers of strength and healing, daughter of Carl & Mary Lou Albrecht 

 Harold Banker, Jr.—stage 4 lung cancer with lymph node involvement, surgery not an option, brother of Cheryl Kail 

 Weston Hermann,—13 year old son of Jared, undergoing extensive chemo for brain cancer, friend of Darci Allison 

 Naomi—in need of diagnoses of health problems, friend of Jane Schneeberger 

 Harold Morris—Prostrate cancer, responding to treatment, brother-in-law of Dolly Morris 

 Jamie Leavitt—laid off because of COVID-19, looking for teaching position in Jupiter, FL area (K-6th Grade)    Son of Pastor & Lynn 
Leavitt 

 Guy Montes—cancer , tumor in his brain, nephew of Willie Gwyn 

 Elaine Grom—prayers for less pain until the Lord brings her home 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

Many of you have voiced your praise at 
how the new technology we have in the 
sanctuary has enhanced our worship not 
only in person but also for those at home 
live streaming our services. Thanks to the 
Beautiful Savior Service Guild, we will 
have a new projector in the Fellowship 
Hall in the coming days to make our 
worship and Bible study look better. Our 

church and her ministry have been very blessed over the course of the 
years by their generous donations! Thank you ladies! 

 

I hope that you have some kind of devotional life. Reading devotions especially during the Lenten 
season can be beneficial to help us keep our focus on Jesus. If you don’t have a devotional book such 
as Portals of Prayer, Lutheran Our Ministries offers Lenten devotions available to anyone with Internet 
access. Below is a sample of one of those devotionals from February 22, 2021. 

On that day, when evening had come, [Jesus] said to them, "Let us go across to the other side." And 
leaving the crowd, they took Him with them in the boat, just as He was. ... And a great windstorm 
arose, and the waves were breaking into the boat ... But He was in the stern, asleep on the cushion. 
And they woke Him and said to Him, "Teacher, do You not care that we are perishing?" (Mark 4:35-
36a, 37a, 38) 

Storms can be scary—especially when you're in a tiny boat far from shore. Even the disciples who had 
spent their whole lives on boats were frightened. Would they go to the bottom this time? 
So they woke Jesus up. They whined: "Don't You even care we're going to die?" So Jesus sat up, 
dealt with the storm, and then asked His disciples: "Why are you so afraid?" 
 
He could say the same thing to you and me, couldn't He? We have storms in our lives—sickness and 
danger and grief and loss, things that threaten to swamp our tiny boats. We know we could go under 
so easily. Of course, we're afraid! 
 
And yet, we have Jesus. As long as He is with us, we're not going to perish. Even if it looks like He's 
asleep, we're going to make it. The storm knows its Master! 
 
So what should we do when we are frightened? Just what the disciples did, though hopefully with 
better manners! We can ask God for help, knowing that He has all power. We can trust in Him to save 
us. After all, He loves us enough to die for us—yes, and to rise again so that we can have everlasting 
life. Because He loves us, we are safe in His hands. 
 
THE PRAYER: Dear Lord, when I am afraid, help me trust in You. Amen. 

 

  

        In Christ, 

        Pastor Todd 
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Serving The Lord Schedule-March 
Date Elders & Ushers   Hosts & Hostesses 

MAR 7 

 

Elders:    Norm Kurtz, Chris Mauk 

Ushers:   

 8 a.m.    Dennis Bonneau, Bill Murdoch 

10:30 a.m.    Jim Cooper, Chris Daley, Robert 
Davidson  

    

 MAR 14 

 Elders:    Norm Kurtz, Chris Mauk 

Ushers:   

 8 a.m.    Dennis Bonneau, Bill Murdoch 

10:30 a.m.    Jim Cooper, Chris Daley, Robert 
Davidson  

    

MAR 21 

 Elders:    Norm Kurtz, Chris Mauk 

Ushers:   

 8 a.m.    Dennis Bonneau, Bill Murdoch 

10:30 a.m.    Jim Cooper, Chris Daley, Robert 
Davidson  

    

  

MAR 28 

 Elders:    Norm Kurtz, Chris Mauk 

Ushers:   

 8 a.m.    Dennis Bonneau, Bill Murdoch 

10:30 a.m.    Jim Cooper, Chris Daley, Robert 
Davidson  

    

No greeters at this time, but 

hopefully soon we will be 

back to greeting people! 

The dark days of winter are almost behind us - at least when it 
comes to the time on the clock. 

Daylight saving time, the day when we move clocks ahead 1 hour, 

is set for Sunday, March 14 at 2 a.m. For most people, 
that means it will be time to “spring forward” on the clock 1 hour be-
fore going to bed on Saturday, March 13. 

The change means where will be more daylight in the afternoon 
hours. 

The beautiful flowers on the Altar each Sunday are given to the Honor and 
Glory of God by members of our congregation who want to remember a 
loved one or to give thanksgiving for the people and events in their lives. 
Requests can be made for specific Sundays to   coincide with remembrances 
and celebrations.  Please see the sign-up sheet in the fellowship hall for days 
available.  Each bouquet is $30.  They may be taken home following the 
Sunday 10:30 a.m. service. 

https://www.almanac.com/content/when-daylight-saving-time


19 

 

 SUN  MON  TUES  WED  THUR  FRI  SAT 

  1 
10 AM  Hope Seeds 

2 
 
10 AM Service Guild Mtg 

3 
 
 7 AM Men’s Bible Study 
8 AM Men’s Fellowship 
& Yardcare 
10 AM Women’s Bible 
Study 
6 PM Confirmation 
Class 
 7 PM Book Club Online 
 

4 
 
10 AM Quilting 

5 6 
  
4:30 PM Worship 
Service 
  

7 
 8 AM & 10:30 AM  Wor-
ship Services* 
9:15 AM Bible Study 
9:30 AM Sunday School 
10 AM Mortage Burning 
10:30 AM Contemporary 
Worship Service 
Noon   Drive Up Commun-
ion 
 

8 
  
10 AM  LWML Mtg 
 
  

9 
10 AM Crafting 
 
7 PM Council Mtg 

10 
 
 7 AM Men’s Bible Study 
8 AM Men’s Fellowship 
& Yardcare 
10 AM Women’s Bible 
Study 
6 PM Confirmation 
Class 
 7 PM Book Club Online 
 

11 
 
10 AM Quilting 
 
2 PM Altar Guild Mtg 

12 13 
  
4:30 PM Worship 
Service* 
 
  

14 
 8 AM & 10:30 AM  Wor-
ship Services 
9:15 AM  Bible Study 
9:30 AM Sunday School 
10:30 AM Contemporary 
Worship Service* 
  

15 
  
10 AM Card Ministry 
 
7 PM  Elder’s Mtg 

16 
 
10 AM Crafting 
 
  

17 
7 AM Men’s Bible Study 
8 AM Men’s Fellowship 
& Yardcare 
10 AM Women’s Bible 
Study 
1 PM SuperSeniors 
4:30 PM Lenten Worship 
6 PM Confirmation 
Class 
   

18 
 
10 AM Quilting 
 
  

19 
 
  

20 
 
4:30 PM Worship 
Service 

21 
 8 AM & 10:30 AM  Wor-
ship Services* 
9:15 AM Bible Study 
9:30 AM Sunday School 
10:30 AM Contemporary 
Worship Service 
  

22 
 
  

23 
 
10 AM Crafting 
 
  
 

 24 
7 AM Men’s Bible Study 
8 AM Men’s Fellowship 
& Yardcare 
10 AM Women’s Bible 
Study 
4:30 PM Lenten Worship 
6 PM Confirmation 
Class 
  

25 
 
 10 AM Quilting 

26 
 
  
  

27 
 
 4:30 PM Worship 
Service* 

28 
 8 AM & 10:30 AM  Wor-
ship Services 
9:15 AM Bible Study 
9:30 AM Sunday School 
10:30 AM Contemporary 
Worship Service* 
 
 

29 30 
 
10 AM Crafting 

31 
 
7 AM Men’s Bible Study 
8 AM Men’s Fellowship 
& Yardcare 
10 AM Women’s Bible 
Study 
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Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church 

7461 Prospect Road 

Sarasota, FL  34243 

www.beautifulsaviorlcms.com 

Pastor: Rossetter Leavitt 

Specific Ministry Pastor: Todd Kuehn 

Office Manager: Pam Rooney    

Website:  www.beautifulsaviorlcms.com 

7461 Prospect Road 

Sarasota, FL  34243 

Phone: 941-355-2798    Fax :941-355-3278 

Office Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8:00 A.M.– 4:00 P.M. 

E-mail: pastor@beautifulsaviorlcms.com 

              office@beautifulsaviorlcms.com 

              todd@beautifulsaviorlcms.com 

WORDS FROM THE CROSS SERMON SERIES 
 

3/3   - A Loving Word of Concern 
3/10 - A Word Asking, ‘Why?’ 

3/17 - A Suffering Word 
3/24 - A Trusting Word 

4/1   - A Remembering Word (From the Upper 
Room)  (Maundy Thursday)  

4/2   - The Word of Climax   (Good Friday)  
 

All services at 4:30 p.m. 


