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Pastor Leavitt 

 This Sunday, the Sunday after Easter, the 
Gospel Lesson is about Doubting Thomas, who 
believed after he saw the resurrected Christ.  
His doubts turned into faith after he placed his 
finger in Jesus’ nail torn hands and put his hand 
out and touched the wound of His side.   
Thomas simply said, my Lord and my God. 
 
According to church history, the apostle 
Thomas, died in Calamina, a city in the East 
Indies. While there, Thomas had put a stop to 
the idolatry that was running rampant in the 
land. The idolatrous priest was not happy about 
this at all and accused him before their king. 
The king sentenced Thomas to death -- first to 
be tormented by red hot plates and then cast 
into a glowing furnace and burned. When the 
priest saw that the fire was not hurting him, he 
pierced Thomas' side with spears and javelins, 
and finally Thomas died. 
 
What turned the disciple who had fled Messiah 
during his trial and crucifixion, into a powerful 
saint of God? What turned his fears and doubt 
into powerful faith that was able to persevere 
through torture and fire? He had seen the Lord 
resurrected from the dead! He had witnessed 
His resurrection power! 
 
Would you die for a lie? Of course not! Neither 
did the Apostles. Eleven of the twelve apostles 
suffered similar fates as Thomas. 
 
The same power which rose Jesus from the 
dead also gave Thomas and the other disciples 
the faith to endure --- and that same power is 
available to us! 
 

LIVE IN HIS RESURRECTION POWER 

 “And with great power the apostles were giving their testimony to the resurrection of 
the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all.”   Acts 4:33 

Someone might say, “Show me, and I’ll 
believe.”   But God lovingly says, “Believe, and 
I’ll show you.”   God can turn your skepticism 
into faith, and He can turn your doubt into 
belief. 
 
However your faith is being tried today, know 
that God has given you the power to overcome 
every doubt, every fear, and every attack of 
the enemy! 
 

    In Christ, 

 

 

    Pastor Leavitt 
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BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

FEBRUARY 9, 2021 

 

Present: Pastor Leavitt, Pastor Todd, Dick Wilson, Bob Brzycki, Rebecca Reich Sammito, Bill Christensen, Barb Christensen, Dennis Bonneau, Davey Davis, Ken Wieland, Robert 

Morris, Cassie Davis, Dan Legler, Mary Luecke, Christine Wright, Dennis Wilm 

 

Vice President Bob Brzycki called the meeting to order.  Pastor Leavitt opened the meeting with a prayer. 

Motion:  It was moved and seconded that the minutes of the December 8, 2020 Church Council meeting be approved.  All present voted in favor.  The motion 

passed. 

 

Treasurer’s Report – Bill Christensen 

Total donations and other income were $528,573 in 2020.  In 2019, it was $562,139.  Total expenses in 2020 were $513,0621 and $562,029 for 2019.  This resulted in a surplus of 

$15,511 for 2020.  The surplus was allocated to the following funs to be used in the future: 

Evangelism  $1,300 

Flower Fund  $1,500 

Youth Fund  $2,000 

Fellowship Fund  $1,000 

Bible Ministry  $1,000 

Capital Improvement Fund $8,711 

 

In December, the church was able to pay off the final note holder and is no longer in debt.  Several capital projects were completed due to individual donations.  The church applied 

for, received, and was forgiven a PPP loan of $62,663 which is available for future needed projects and items in the Vision 2025 campaign. 

The 2021 budget for donations and other income is $575,000, compared to $563,000 for 2020.   

 

Fellowship – Dan Legler 

The board will await instructions from Council on the offering of future fellowship activities.  Activities are on hold amid the COVID-19 pandemic.   

 

Evangelism – Barb Christensen 

Barb informed Council that the board met yesterday with Bob Graham, representing Veterans Outreach.  Bob identified the organization’s needs and requests for money, housing, 
clothing, food, and other basic needs.  Bob has established partnerships with utility provides to establish billing procedure that arrange direct payments for partial bill paying.  The 
COVID-19 pandemic and closed businesses have deepened the need for veterans support from external organizations.  Judy Koegel suggested semi-annual drives to collect items.  
Doris Schnepel suggested a collection barrel for items to be placed before Veterans Day.  Pam has mentioned that Angel’s Attic, located in Sarasota, is a source for free clothing.  
The board plans to update and redesign the church website and will look at different area church websites to garner ideas for redesign.  MOTS (Manasota Operation Troop Support) 
campaign began last weekend and will continue this weekend.  Another baby shower for Community Pregnancy Center will be held on March 6-7 and March 13-14.  The board will 
soon have a collection drive for wheelchairs, canes, and walkers.  The board will be presenting the movie “Unplanned” on Sunday, February 21 at 1:00 P.M. in the sanctuary.  Pre-
packaged snacks and drinks will be available in the Fellowship Hall following the movie.  The visit to the Sarasota Planned Parenthood location is scheduled for Tuesday, February 

23.  Attendees will meet in the church parking lot at 9:30 A.M.   

 

Trustees – Ken Wieland 

Window replacement in the front of the church and the remaining sanctuary windows will be completed within the next few months.  The roof replacement for the church and flat roof 
of the older part of the Fellowship Hall should be completed in March.  The board is looking to replace the ramps and stairs of the Youth building.  Some discussion took place on the 
board’s future plans for replacing the open shed/barn on the northwest corner of the church property.  Dick explained that the board needs to focus on prioritization of their projects as 
some have been approved and others have not yet been approved by the congregation.  The replacement of the shed was not indicated in the approved Vision 2025 report.  A fund-
raising in the future could be planned and site planning needs to be completed.  The board continues to maintain the Prayer Garden and are replacing mulch with stones.   Volunteers 

are needed to supplement the six faithful ground crew members who work every Wednesday.    

 

Stewardship – Dennis Bonneau 

Dennis informed Council that the congregation has met and exceeded the Debt Reduction campaign’s goal for raising $75,000.  $81,000 was raised.  Dennis thanked all of those who 
donated.  The board plans to initiate a Ministerial Fund Drive in 2023.  This is funding to bring on a replacement pastor prior to Pastor Leavitt’s retirement.  The board would also like 
to initiate a Financial Support Fund drive for capital expenditures.  Future plans include sponsoring an estate planning event and a Church Extension Fund event.  The board will 

support the Fall Festival later in the year.   

 

Parish Health Ministry – Mary Luecke 

Mary informed Council that an Easter Egg Hunt is being planned with COVID safety protocols.  The board would help to coordinate this event with Families and Children Board and 

Youth Board.  PHM will be available to assist members of the congregation in COVID vaccination sign-ups. 
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Elders – Robert Morris 

Bob reported that Lenten services will begin Wednesday, February 17 at 4:30 P.M.  There will be no meal served this year due to the pandemic.  Live streamed church worship 

services are going well. 

 

Seniors Ministry – Dennis Wilm 

Dennis informed Council that they recently met with Pastor Curt Adams and his wife, Joyce.  Pastor and Joyce have agreed to assist the board.  Many future plans were dis-

cussed and the board has indicated that it will require a group effort to enhance the great Senior Ministry program that Norm Kurtz has implemented over the years. 

 

Families and Children – Cassie Davis 

Cassie reported that Sunday School has resumed this past Sunday for children in Pre-K through 5th grade.   

 

Youth – Davey Davis 

Davey reported that the board will be meeting on Sunday, February 21 at 6:00 P.M. in the Youth Building.  Registration will begin this July for the LCMS National Youth Gather-
ing, scheduled for July 2022 in Houston.  11 youth members are eligible and 2 college students have expressed an interest in attending as volunteer workers.  The board wanted 
to attend a servant event this year.  One is located in Linville, NC and the other is located in New Orleans, LA.  This will be discussed at the next Youth Board meeting.  The NC 

event is called “Beholding God’s Miracles in the High Country” and the LA event is called “Camp Restore – New Orleans Service Trip”.   

 

Pastor Kuehn 

Pastor Kuehn reported that Bible studies are going very well.  Money collected during the first weekend of March will be presented to a seminary student, Eudor Paul.  Eudor is 
originally from Haiti.  The new projectors are working very well and parishioners have offered positive comments.  Live streamed services are going well.  Some parishioners 

have suggested that the volume of the services be increased.  Service Guild has recently offered to fund the cost of a new projector in the Fellowship Hall.   

 

Pastor Leavitt 

Seven new church members will be installed during the February 20-21 weekend worship services.  Three girls and 1 boy will be confirmed on Palm Sunday.  Pastor thanked 
Pastor Todd for his role in their classes.  A brief mortgage burning ceremony is planned for Sunday, March 7 at 10:00 A.M.  Parishioners are encouraged to attend.  Pastor 
informed Council that we are sponsoring a LCMS seminary student, Eudor Paul, originally from Haiti.  Eudor will begin classes in August.  Our average total church attendance 
is 170 which has increased in the past few months.  Drive-up communion continues with much appreciation expressed by those who attend.  28 individuals received drive-up 
communion this past Sunday.  Pastor thanked Elders for their assistance.  Pastor thanked Cassie Davis for her enthusiastic undertaking in starting up Sunday School which 
began this past Sunday.  Ash Wednesday is February 17.  There will be no ashes this year due to the pandemic.  Bible studies on the Book of Revelations will begin Wednesday 
morning, February 10.  Our congregation is hosting the Annual Spring LWML Zone Rally on April 17.  Beautiful quilts made by our church quilters were blessed this past Sun-
day.  They have been packed and sent to Lutheran World Relief.  Two committal services are being planned for former members in the Prayer Garden.  Pastor thanked Trustees 

for beautifully maintaining the Prayer Garden.   

 

President’s Report 

Dick informed Council that he recently received an email from Dan Najjar.  It was in reference to the FL/GA District President’s Equip Conference held in September 2020.  This 
conference was the first Zoom conference of its type in the LCMS.  Many positive comments were received.  Dan suggested that BSLC consider attending another district’s 

Equip Conference to enhance our evangelism and leadership programs.   

 

Old Business 

The Church Leadership and Board Members Planning Goals Report was reviewed.  Each board member briefly presented their 2021 goals and officers.  A motion was 

presented and approved.  A copy of this report will be published in the March church newsletter.                                                                                                                  

 

Motion:  It was moved and seconded that the 2021 Church Leadership and Board Members Planning Goals Report be approved.  All present voted in favor.  

The motion passed.  

 

New Business 

The recommendations in the Vision 2025 report were reviewed.  Bob Brzycki presented a report update, outlining the status of each of the goals/recommendations in the 

Vision 2025 report. 

Parish Health Ministry plans to assist our members with the sign-up for COVID-19 vaccinations. 

Moving the upcoming national Synod Convention from 2022 to 2023 is being considered.  Congregations are encouraged to vote on this issue.  The question being sent to 
congregations for their vote is: “Shall the Synod add a year to the current 2019-2022 triennium, allowing districts to hold their conventions in either 2021 or 2022, and 
moving the upcoming national Synod Convention from 2022 to 2023?”  This was discussed among Council members who agreed to support the vote of “Yes”.   A 
motion was presented and approved.  President Dick Wilson and Secretary Rebecca Reich Sammito will sign the Official Congregation Referendum Vote after the 

meeting with Pastor Todd’s assistance. 
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Motion:  It was moved and seconded that the Synod add a year to the current 2019-2022 triennium, allowing districts to hold their conventions in either 2021 or 

2022 and scheduling the national Synod Convention from 2022 to 2023 be approved.  All present voted in favor.  The motion passed.  

 

Pastor Todd informed Council that Service Guild would like to sponsor a Craft Sale on Sunday, March 14 and Sunday, March 21.  They would like to schedule a Bake Sale on 

Sunday, March 28.   

Motion:  It was moved and seconded that a Craft Sale on March 14 and March 21 and a Bake Sale on March 28 by Service Guild be approved.  All present voted in 

favor.  The motion passed.  

 

Stewardship will open and close the Church Council meeting on Tuesday, March 9, 2021 at 7:00 P.M. 

 

Pastor Kuehn closed the meeting with a prayer. 

 

Motion:  It was moved and seconded that the meeting be adjourned.  All present voted in favor.  The motion passed. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:40 P.M. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Rebecca Reich Sammito 

Church Council Secretary 

Approved March 9, 2021 
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Suncoast Blood will be at Beautiful Savior on Sunday, April 
11th, 9 am-12. There is a desperate need for blood and 
blood products in our community.  Please consider donating and 
if you know of anyone that wishes to donate, bring them as 
well!  Appointments are available, but walk-ins on the day of 
the blood drive will be accepted. 
Please donate! 
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Come join us.  We meet in the Fellow-
ship Hall and provide social distanc-
ing.  Masks are available. 

 

Men’s Group    7:00 a.m. 

 

Women’s Group 10:00 a.m. 

2021 Confirmands—  God’s blessings to our 2021 Confirmation Class.      

Miranda Daley, Vanessa Samsoe,   

Kelsey GreenLeaf, and Gavin Swales.  
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What does church mean to me: 

 
The Church is made up of all people around the world who believe in Jesus Christ and follow him. 
The Church gathers together to hear and receive forgiveness from God and to praise Him and thank Him for all he has 
done.  The Church is all about learning about God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit and worshipping 
Him.  Church means being a part of Bible Study groups and learning about the Bible which is God’s Word.  Also, God’s 
Word is very important to me and that is why I go to church because I believe in God’s Word.  It is the place I was bap-
tized and became God’s child and where I will receive the Lord’s Supper.  Church means that everyone that believes in 
Him should    worship Him together. Church is important to go to so we can show thanks for all God has given us. Lastly, 
church is so important to me because  my grandmother and her grandparents always went to church  and followed God’s 
word.     
        Gavin Swales 

What does Jesus mean to me: 

 

When I was younger, I thought that Jesus was a magical person that we could pray to and He would give us whatever we 
needed.  I didn’t understand why or how, just thought He did.  Now that I’m older I know that Jesus is more then just some 
“magical guy”.   I know that He is God’s Son who died on the cross for our sins.  He is always there for us when we need 
him, He never has and never will turn His back on us.   John Chapter 8:12 says “Again Jesus spoke to them saying, “I am 
the light of the World.  Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life”.   This verse shows 
that Jesus leads us into life, happiness, and all good things.  So if I could tell younger me something, it would be that Jesus 
is more then a magic  man in the sky, but He is our Savior. 

        

       Miranda Daley 

What does the Lord’s Supper mean to me: 

 

The Lord’s Supper, to me, is the forgiveness that Jesus gave for our sins.  The bread and wine, which is Jesus’ body and 
blood, was given to us to show His love for us.  As He broke the bread, it was to show His body being nailed to the cross.  
Pouring the wine, reminds us of His blood that He shed on the cross.  Jesus wanted us to be forgiven where we have done 
wrong because of His love for us.  The Lord’s Supper doesn’t only mean the forgiveness He gave us, but the promise He 
made to his Disciples.  In Matthew 26:29 it states, “I tell you, I will not drink from this fruit of the vine from now on   
until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.”   He makes a promise to us and His Disciples that 
when we see Him again we will have another feast in God’s Kingdom with Him.  In, with, and through the bread and 
wine we are reminded of the sacrifice and love Jesus had that He died on the cross for our sins. 

 

        Vanessa Samsoe 

What does Heaven mean to me: 

 

To me heaven is my safe haven.  I know that at the end of the day heaven will be there no matter how many mistakes I 
make.  Heaven also reminds me of the love God has for me.  I will mess up and sin against him but he will be there with 
open arms welcoming me into His home.  In Psalms 23:3, 4, 6 it says “He restores my soul.  He leads me in paths of 
righteousness for His name sake.  Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil for 
you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.  Surely goodness and mercy will follow me all the days of my 
life and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord forever.”   This verse tells us that all of our sins are forgiven and forgotten 
because God loves us and we are clean in His eyes for eternity.  So, to me heaven is where I am safe and my eternal 
home. 

    

       Kelsey GreenLeaf 
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Thank you to all who helped 

Cassie Davis and our Youth put 

on the Easter Egg Hunt!    A 

good time was had by all, and 

the Easter Bunny stayed around 

to have his picture taken with 

all the kids.    
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Some of our Youth and a few members 

and parents helped clean up  Prospect 

Road on Saturday, March 20th.  Thank 

you to all who helped, there was so 

much trash picked up and it makes a 

huge difference! 

Jett Leavitt with a full basket of Eggs at the Easter 

Egg Hunt. 
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Curt & Joyce Adams   Memory of Parents 

Don & Chris Andersen (2)  Memory of Denise 

Dennis & Melanie Bonneau  Honor of Family   

Bob & Pat Brzycki       Memory of Family Members 

Bob & Janice Cascio (4)  Memory of Parents 

Bill & Barb Christensen   Our Family 

Nicole & David Davis (large)  Verleen Aljets 

Thom & Judy Dillman   Blessings Received 

Dick & Jean Evers   Our Family 

Jean Gaul    Memory of Parents and Sisters 

John and Nancy Gaul   Loving Memory of Family 

Gloria & Woody Higgins  The Higgins Family 

Charles & Ann King     Memory of Charles Father, Charles H. King 

Pam King      Family   

Norm & Bee Kurtz   Memory of Bee’s Mom Laverne Baker 

Carol Miller    Memory of Husband Larry 

Dolly Morris    Memory of Husband Rudy 

Martha Music    Honor of Music Family 

Martha Music    Loving Memory of Music Family 

Len & Elsie Najjar   Our Family 

Dan & Jo Najjar    Family 

Dan & Jo Najjar    Loving Memory of Blanche 

Dan & Jo Najjar    Loving Memory of Lillian Najjar 

Dan & Jo Najjar    Loving Memory of Sue Bennett 

Dan & Jo Najjar    Loving Memory of Dick RosenDahl 

Julie & Warren Robinson (2)   Memory of Parents 

Doug & Carol Rose   Memory of Parents 

Paul & Jo Ross  (large)   Memory of Loved Ones 

George & Rebecca Sammito    Memory of all our loved ones  

Harold Schiferl    Memory of Wife Jane Schiferl 

Doris Schmid    Memory of Husband Otto    

Dave Taylor    Family 

Gail Weaver    Loving Memory of Chief Weaver 

Bob & Sue Wick   Memory of Judy Wick 

Ken Wieland    Many Blessings 

Dennis & Ann Wilm   Honor of Family 

Dot Yencarelli    Loving Memory of Family Members 

EASTER LILIES ON THE ALTAR WERE PLACED BY  

THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE:  
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The Evangelism Committee would like to participate in the Wheels for the 
World collection during the month of April. Wheels for the World is an outreach 
of Joni and Friends.  
 

If you have any mobility devices you would like to donate, please bring them to the 
church or call Donna Taylor at 941-554-7017 to have it picked up. This is another opportunity we 
have to share the love of Christ by caring for, “...the least of these”  

 

Wheels for the World accepts donations of mobility  devices including: 

 Manual wheelchairs, all types and sizes  

 Aluminum walkers, crutches, and canes 

 Wheelchair footrests 

 Other wheelchair parts and trays 

 Wheelchair seat cushions 

 New crutch and armpit pads, hand grips, and foot tips  

 

 

Wheels for the World | Joni & Friends 

(joniandfriends.org)  

There are now holders in the planter in the Prayer 

Garden where you can add fresh flowers if you wish.    

 

These can be used by anyone, at any time. 

 

Thank-you members for calls, cards and prayers while I was in the 

hospital. 

Doing much better now.  See you in church.  Randy Thies 

https://www.joniandfriends.org/ministries/wheels-for-the-world/
https://www.joniandfriends.org/ministries/wheels-for-the-world/
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Spiritual Gifts, “The Spirit Manifests Himself for 

the common good.” 

 
1 Corinthians 12:1-7 

 What is the highest level of sports that you ever witnessed?   Col-

lege? Division I? Professional? or the Olympics?   What is the best 

concert or play that you attended?   Have you ever been to the back 

stage or met a celebrity?  Have you ever met a top performer in 

your occupation?  What makes those events so outstanding is that 

chances are those stars and performers are at the top .1% of their 

profession or sports.  To me, it’s amazing their precision, their ability and how easy they make the 

difficult look.  While hard work is crucial, and for some of them luck smiled on them, but no doubt 

these elite athletes and performers are gifted.   A gift is something much more than genetics and up-

bringing, but abilities that have been bestowed from God.  The older I get the more I’m offended by 

those who win major awards, metals and trophies and can’t take the time to thank God, and I rejoice 

that many do.  Talking about gifts, while maybe not at the elite level of fame or performance, we may 

have had many gifted doctors, teachers, coaches, mechanics, technicians that have blessed us. 

Read;  1 Corinthians 12:1-6.   “Now about the gifts of the Spirit, brothers and sisters, I do not want you to 

be uninformed. 2 You know that when you were pagans, somehow or other you were influenced and led 

astray to mute idols. 3 Therefore I want you to know that no one who is speaking by the Spirit of God says, 

“Jesus be cursed,” and no one can say, “Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit.  4 There are different kinds 

of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes them. 5 There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord. 6 There 

are different kinds of working, but in all of them and in everyone it is the same God at work. 7Now to each 

one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good.”  

Key take always and blessings for us;   
The first gift of the Spirit that we are given is faith.  “No one can say ‘Jesus is Lord,’ expect by the Ho-

ly Spirit.”  I was once asked how the Holy Spirit manifests Himself in my life.  Very valid question- I 

replied; “No one can say Jesus is Lord except by the Holy Spirit.”  Faith is a gift a manifestation of 

The Spirit, St. Paul says, “We are saved by grace through faith and not by works, so no one can 

boast.”  Ephesians 2. 

The second reality of gifts is that the gifts are given freely by the Holy Spirit. All believers have 

gifts.  Often times, we note a person as being a natural-as if it their task or ability just comes natural-

ly.  Some gifts are spotted at a very young age.    This would make sense as “The same Spirit distrib-

utes them.”   Many time people tend to enter into their calling and career as their gifts have enabled 

them.  Is that true in your life?  One of the greatest tragedies in life in when someone never fully uses 

their gifts. 

The third reality is that there are differing kinds of gifts.  If you ever listened to a talented band, seen 

a gifted team, been healed as God worked through a medical team, been around a successful organi-

zation there is one common thread, a diversity of gifts.    Our gifts are only useful as long as other 

people are blessed by them.  What are your gifts? What are the gifts of those you work or serve?   

The fourth and final reality is that the gift of the Holy Spirit work for the common good. A preacher’s 

gift is to edify the body that enables the church to function. A teacher educates one to be able to lis-

ten to a pastor.  The congregation is blessed by gifted and dedicated servants who humbly serve to-

gether.  The common good? That all might know Jesus as Lord and the Body of Christ is lifted up!   

 

        Stewardship board 
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4/02 Joyce Brown 

4/03 Willie Gwyn 

4/04 Jo Anne Najjar 

4/04 Chris Mauk 

4/05 Kyle Mauk 

4/07 Mike Murphy 

4/07 Michael Yee 

4/07 Andrew Fenton II 

4/09 Brianna Daley 

4/09     Brandyn Davis 

4/11 Gerald Cefola 

4/12 Linda Hample 

4/13 Lois Cohrt 

4/13 Elsie Najjar 

4/16 Genny Dryden 

4/16 Doug Payne 

4/17 Merle Kalkwarf 

4/17 Lynn Leavitt 

4/19 Doug Rose 

4/20 Doris Liberatore 

4/21 Jordan Makowski 

4/22 Evelyn Hansen 

4/23 Mary Laxton 

4/23 Marlene Podgis 

4/27 Billi Miller 

4/30 Bonnie Bielefeld 

 

4/11/1981 John & Jayne Simpson 

The beautiful flowers on the Altar each Sunday are given 
to the Honor and Glory of God by members of our 
congregation who want to remember a loved one or to 
give thanksgiving for the people and events in their lives. 
Requests can be made for specific Sundays to   coincide 
with remembrances and celebrations.  Please see the 
sign-up sheet in the fellowship hall for days available.  
Each bouquet is $30.  They may be taken home following 
the Sunday 10:30 a.m. service. 

Don and Mary Lou Burdick 
have entered their eternal 
home on  April 3 and March 
31, 2021, respectively.     
Please keep their families in 
your prayers, including son 
Robert and daughter Lori.   

 

There will not be a service a 
Beautiful Savior.  Interment 
will be at Woodlawn Cemetery, 
Wellsvile, NY.   
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 APRIL CARD MAKING MINISTRY! 

 
  

 

 Come and join the fun on Monday, April 19, when the Card Making Min-

istry will meet in the Still Building at 10:00 AM. We will make 4 All Occa-

sion cards – two for BSLC Shut-Ins and two for personal use.  A $5 con-

tribution is asked to cover the cost of materials.  Designs for the cards, 

all the materials needed, and step-by-step instructions for making the 

cards will be provided.   No experience necessary!!   

 We will be social distancing and wearing masks, as necessary. Due to 

these practices, the number of participants will be limited to 8.  Please RSVP to Joyce Adams 

(curjoy2@gmail.com; 517-317-2303), or sign up on the bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall by 

Sunday, April 18.   Advance notice is needed to make sure we do not exceed the participant limit 

of 8 and the needed supplies will be ready.   

A big thank you to all the class participants.  You are amazing people!  The shut-ins love receiving 

the beautiful cards you make.  Thanks, Melanie Bonneau, for sending the cards each month.    

SUPERSENIORS! Arggggh! The Super-

SeniorS would like to invite all you 

wenches and    swabbies to join host 

Captain Jack at or anytime after 1pm 

on Thursday April 15th for Gasparilla. 

 

Prepare for a swashbuckling good time 

with buccaneer humor, special guest en-

tertainer Frankie Lombardi of the Dickie 

Betts Band and of course great Christian 

Fellowship, brought to you as always by 

Producer Joe Thayer at “ livemusiclive 

Beautiful Savior SuperSeniorS “. The link 

to watch 

is https://youtu.be/xTMkrqY10hU   

mailto:curjoy2@gmail.com
https://youtu.be/xTMkrqY10hU?fbclid=IwAR2VSUIhmXVL9VNlqMIv9urpaEwNu1inxdRtg5xBnaRnKftfEknFgavWmm4
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Have you been in the Prayer Garden lately?   Thanks to the hard work of the 

Trustees, and the generous donation by Chris & Jodi Mauk in loving memory 

of her Mom and Dad Jim & Dickie Spencer,  the garden has been getting a 

much needed facelift. 
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PRAYER REQUESTS   

 

 Randy Thies—recovering from heart attack and procedure, home from hospital 

 Linda Volino—vasculitis and upcoming cataract surgeries 

 Jan Hornick—on the mend at home after procedures in hospital 

 Diane Christian—strength and healing from cancer surgery  

 Pat McInerney—broken hip after fall, in Sarasota Memorial Hospital 

 Barb Christensen—strength and healing   

 Donna Thomas—broken kneecap after fall 

 Norm Kurtz—strength and healing from infection 

 Margie Thompson—going through testing for neck and back pain 

 Bill Sloman—undergoing radiation, in need of strength and healing 

 Virginia Johnson—cancer in colon and lymph nodes, in need of strength and healing 

 Doreen Morency—upcoming surgery to help avoid paralysis and pain, cousin of Priscilla Collett 

 Curtis Collins—strength and healing, son of Bud and Liz Collins 

 Tania Cruser—recently diagnosed with breast cancer, daughter of Anita & Bob Muhlhauser 

 Rick Hillis—cancer in both his kidneys, cousin of Carolyn Tudor 

 Lois Leavitt—broken wrist, mother of Pastor Leavitt 

 Marilyn-diabetes and now cancer has metastasized, friend of Celeste Yee 

 Becky Harris—strength and healing from  hip replacement 

 Glenn Latta, Jr.—four year old coping with Leukemia, hospitalized with aggressive chemo, friends of George & Judy 
Koegel 

 Kim—breast cancer, daughter of Ken & Mary Laxton 

 Carol Miller—healing from two spine surgeries 

 Carl Albrecht—autoimmune disease causing eye problems, going thru treatment 

 Jaycee—has 2 spots of cancer on spine in addition to brain stem, starting more chemo/radiation, grand-
daughter of Rick & Karen Vallier 

 Lynn—under hospice care,  friend of Celeste Yee 

 Jim Callanan—strength and healing while going through lung cancer treatment, uncle of Jerry Dalton 

 Cindy— needs prayers of strength and healing, daughter of Carl & Mary Lou Albrecht 

 Harold Banker, Jr.—stage 4 lung cancer with lymph node involvement, surgery not an option, brother of Cheryl Kail 

 Weston Hermann,—13 year old son of Jared, undergoing extensive chemo for brain cancer, friend of Darci Allison 

 Naomi—in need of diagnoses of health problems, friend of Jane Schneeberger 

 Harold Morris—Prostrate cancer, responding to treatment, brother-in-law of Dolly Morris 

 Jamie Leavitt—laid off because of COVID-19, looking for teaching position in Jupiter, FL area (K-6th Grade)    Son of Pas-
tor & Lynn Leavitt 

 Guy Montes—cancer , tumor in his brain, nephew of Willie Gwyn 

 Elaine Grom—prayers for less pain until the Lord brings her home 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters-in-Christ, 

 

I’ve been researching about the potential future of the church. Will the church 

“building” disappear or will people come back and gather? Is everyone happy to 

livestream services at home in their jammies and a cup of coffee? Those are the 

challenges the church (including BSLC) faces as we come out of this pandemic. 

Below is an interesting article I found about this topic. Enjoy. 

 

Will they come back? 

That’s a question that many pastors and churches are asking these days. During 

this COVID pandemic, many churches have had to suspend live services or limit 

them. Many people are legitimately wary of going back to their church, if they are 

having services, because of the threat of getting the virus in a group setting. 

 

Many churches have adapted to these times through the use of technology. Online services and zoom meetings 

are now common place in churches as a way to reach their congregation. Today’s technology has helped many 

not attending to still feel connected to their local church. 

 

But the question remains, will those now not attending eventually come back to church? I read recently that 

church researchers are predicting that up to twenty percent of church attenders prior to COVID will not 

return once the pandemic is over. Why? There will be many reasons, but probably a couple of the main 

reasons will be simply that the church attendance habit is broken and they have found something else to do. 

 

A few years ago I heard a minister share about his experience while in Africa on a mission trip. The trip took 

him to a small village in an isolated area. His mission was to assist in ministry at a church in that rural town. 

The minister found that the congregation was vibrant and full of life. The worship services were joyous. The 

visiting minister was also struck by the length of the services, which would often last four or five hours. 

 

Thinking back to his own church back here in the U.S., the pastor thought about his congregation, which 

would get antsy if their services lasted over an hour. How would they react if church lasted four or five hours? 

He thought that there must be some great spiritual insight to getting a congregation to worship God for such a 

length of time. So he asked the local pastor, hoping to get some spiritual formula to take back to his church. 

The African pastor smiled and responded, “Look around, what else is there to do?” 

 

“What else is there to do?” Back when I was growing up at Clement, we went to church, and we were there 

just about every Sunday. My sister even had one of those perfect attendance pins showing several years of not 

missing church. If you are of my generation, many of you can remember being in church whenever the doors 

were open. But before we get too spiritual and pat ourselves on the back, let’s be honest. What else was there 

to do? 

 

There were only three network channels on that black and white TV. We never heard the term, “disposable 

income,” until we were well into adulthood, so there was very little money to spend on entertainment. 

Anyway, there weren’t that many places to go for entertainment, if you did have the money. So, you went to 

church. 

        Continued on page 21 
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Please understand, I know that many of us went to church back then as a place to grow spiritually. And it has had 

a profound and lasting effect on many of us, myself included. But it also was a place where our friends were, 

where we could socialize and enjoy each other. We could find out what was going on, have a laugh, share a con-

cern and receive support from one another. It truly was a church family. Going to church back then was a habit, a 

good habit. Besides, what else was there to do? 

 

Today, there are many more things to do. Instead of just the three networks, there can be dozens of channels on 

your TV to watch and occupy your time, along with your computer, internet, and the ever present Facebook. We 

have more money to spend, (earned, borrowed or given) and more places and opportunities to go spend it. And 

for many, the peer pressure today is to be involved in other activities other than church, like sports or hobbies. 

Church researchers believe that the technological advances that churches have adapted during COVID will be a 

great help in reaching the unchurched. And thanks to those technology advances, you can watch or listen to a 

church service while on way to that travel ball game, or while sitting comfy on your couch drinking coffee, rather 

than attending. But what will that do to the idea of a church family and actual fellowship? 

 

After I became an adult, my folks would ask me if I was coming home the upcoming weekend to visit. Half joking 

with them, I’d often say, “Sure, unless something better comes along.” Well, for many, instead getting back to at-

tending church now or in the future, something else has come along. I’m just not sure that it is going to be for the 

better. 

 

Mac McPhail, raised in Sampson County, lives in Clinton and can be reached at rvlfm@intrstar.net. 

 

         In Christ, 

 

         Pastor Todd 

NOTICE TO ALL SERVICE GUILD MEMBERS 

 

Your Board of Directors, in order to bring the governing documents up to date, 
more clearly define the   duties of the officers, and better clarify the responsibili-
ties of standing committees, has amended and  restated the Guild Constitution, 
Bylaws and Operating Procedures. The last time this was done was in March 
2009. 

All Guild members are requested to be present at the next monthly meeting on 
Tuesday, May 4, 2021 at 10:00 AM in the Church library, at which time you 
will be asked to approve the amended and  restated governing documents.  

Copies of the approved March 2009 documents and copies of the proposed 
May 2021 Amended and Restated Constitution, Bylaws and Operating Procedures are available at the 
Church Office. They may also be requested via email at lm_jorgensen@msn.com. 

 

Linda Jorgensen 
Vice President 



22 

 

Serving The Lord Schedule-April 
Date Elders & Ushers   Hosts & Hostesses 

APR 4 

 

Elders:     Jerry Dalton, Randy Thies, Mike 
Murphy 

 

Ushers:   

 8 a.m.     Jim Luecke, Harold Schiferl, Dan & 
Lori Legler, Bob & Pat Brzycki 

10:30 a.m.     Judy Kartsounes, Orval 
Stuckemeyer 

    

 APR 11 

Elders:     Jerry Dalton, Randy Thies, Mike 
Murphy 

 

Ushers:   

 8 a.m.     Jim Luecke, Harold Schiferl, Dan & 
Lori Legler, Bob & Pat Brzycki 

10:30 a.m.     Judy Kartsounes, Orval 
Stuckemeyer 

    

APR 18 

Elders:     Jerry Dalton, Randy Thies, Mike 
Murphy 

 

Ushers:   

 8 a.m.     Jim Luecke, Harold Schiferl, Dan & 
Lori Legler, Bob & Pat Brzycki 

10:30 a.m.     Judy Kartsounes, Orval 
Stuckemeyer 

    

  

APR 25 

Elders:     Jerry Dalton, Randy Thies, Mike 
Murphy 

 

Ushers:   

 8 a.m.     Jim Luecke, Harold Schiferl, Dan & 
Lori Legler, Bob & Pat Brzycki 

10:30 a.m.     Judy Kartsounes, Orval 
Stuckemeyer 

    

No greeters at this time, but 

hopefully soon we will be 

back to greeting people! 

Do we have a picture of your Mom for our Mother’s Day Video?   

If you have sent to us in the past you do not need to send again. 

 

If not please email a picture of your Mom and her name to of-

fice@beautifulsaviorlcms.com.   We would also welcome pictures 

of you with your  children!  
IF WE DON’T ACKNOWLEDGE RECEIVING YOUR    PICTURE  THAT MEANS 

WE DID NOT RECEIVE IT!    

  

Pictures needed by Saturday, May 1st! 
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 SUN  MON  TUES  WED  THUR  FRI  SAT 

   
  

 
 
  

 
 
   

1 
 
10 AM Quilting 

2 3 
 11 AM Easter Egg 
Hunt 
4:30 PM Worship 
Service* 
  

4 
 7, 8 AM & 10:30 AM   
Easter Worship Services 
9:15 AM Bible Study 
9:30 AM Sunday School 
10:30 AM Contemporary 
Worship Service 
 

5  
  
 
  

6 
10 AM Service Guild Mtg 
 
  

7 
 
 7 AM Men’s Bible Study 
8 AM Men’s Fellowship 
& Yardcare 
10 AM Women’s Bible 
Study 
 7 PM Bible  Class 
Online 
 

8 
 
10 AM Quilting 
 
  

9 10 
  
4:30 PM Worship 
Service 
 
  

11 
 8 AM & 10:30 AM  Wor-
ship Services* 
9:15 AM  Bible Study 
9:30 AM Sunday School 
10:30 AM Contemporary 
Worship Service 
 Noon   Drive Up Com-
munion 

12 
  
 10 AM LWML Mtg 

13 
 
10 AM Crafting 
7 PM Council Mtg 
  

14 
7 AM Men’s Bible Study 
8 AM Men’s Fellowship 
& Yardcare 
10 AM Women’s Bible 
Study 
7 PM Bible  Online 

15 
 
10 AM Quilting 
 
1 PM  Online Super-
SeniorS  Gasparilla 
Event 
 
  

16 17 
 
9—1  LWML Spring 
Rally 
4:30 PM Worship 
Service* 

18 
 8 AM & 10:30 AM  Wor-
ship Services 
9:15 AM Bible Study 
9:30 AM Sunday School 
10:30 AM Contemporary 
Worship Service* 
  

19 
  
10 AM Card Ministry 
 
 

20 
 
10 AM Crafting 
 
  
 

 21 
7 AM Men’s Bible Study 
8 AM Men’s Fellowship 
& Yardcare 
10 AM Women’s Bible 
Study 
 7 PM Bible  Class 
Online 

22 
 
 10 AM Quilting 

23 
 
  
  

24 
 
 4:30 PM Worship 
Service 

25 
 8 AM & 10:30 AM  Wor-
ship Services* 
9:15 AM Bible Study 
9:30 AM Sunday School 
10:30 AM Contemporary 
Worship Service 
6 PM  Youth Group-
Bowling 
 
 

26 27 
 
10 AM Crafting 

28 
 
7 AM Men’s Bible Study 
8 AM Men’s Fellowship 
& Yardcare 
10 AM Women’s Bible 
Study 
 7 PM Bible  Class 
Online 
  

29 
 
 10 AM Quilting 

30   
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Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church 

7461 Prospect Road 

Sarasota, FL  34243 

www.beautifulsaviorlcms.com 

Pastor: Rossetter Leavitt 

Specific Ministry Pastor: Todd Kuehn 

Office Manager: Pam Rooney    

Website:  www.beautifulsaviorlcms.com 

7461 Prospect Road 

Sarasota, FL  34243 

Phone: 941-355-2798    Fax :941-355-3278 

Office Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8:00 A.M.– 4:00 P.M. 

E-mail: pastor@beautifulsaviorlcms.com 

              office@beautifulsaviorlcms.com 

              todd@beautifulsaviorlcms.com 


