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Pastor Leavitt “A Mighty Fortress” 

God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble. Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give way and the mountains 

fall into the heart of the sea, though its waters roar and foam and the mountains quake with their surging. The LORD Almighty is with us; 

the God of Jacob is our fortress.        Psalm 46:1-3, 11 

 Fires rage through California, 
storm after storm formed in the 
Gulf, and the Coronavirus 
pandemic almost stopped the 
world completely. We have seen 
some extraordinary things these 
past 18 months.   In addition to 
witnessing these natural 
disasters, we have felt the 
strain that comes with a 

struggling economy, job insecurity or loss, and the 
emotional and physical separation from family and 
friends. 

 

It has felt as though the world might be falling down 
around us. And, in a way, it is! Sometimes we call 
these tragic experiences of nature “pictures of the 
end times”. We know that this world will not last 
forever, and that sin will always be a part of it. We 
know that we, and all people born into this world, 
will never be able to live the perfect life that we 
would need to live to go to heaven. Only Jesus lived 
that perfect life, for us. He earned our way to 
heaven. 

 

Why doesn’t God stop the fires and storms? And 
couldn’t he rid the world of disease at one 
command? Yes, he could. Yet there is a purpose 
when he doesn’t. We are reminded of our own 
sinfulness and the sins of this world when he does 
not stop the hardships that come our way. God does 
not promise that we will never experience tragedy in 
this life, but we do know that God keeps every 
promise that he does make. God promises to be our 
shield in this world and to bring us to the next, our 
final home in heaven. 

 

So God says in the Psalm that even though the 
world will not last, we will not be afraid. God is 
always with us, he is our fortress, or refuge, our 

strength. We look forward to the day when Jesus will 
take us home with him in heaven and we can leave all 
the pain and destruction behind forever. 

 

The hymn “A Mighty Fortress is Our God” was written 
based on Psalm 46. We thank God for protecting us 
from harm, for giving us his Word, and sending his son, 
Jesus, to win heaven for us. Listen to some of the words 
from this timeless hymn: 

“And do what they will-hate, steal, hurt or kill—Though 
all may be gone, Our victory is won! The kingdom’s ours 
forever.” (LSB 656 V. 4) 

 

God is our fortress! He is with us, though the world may 
crumble around us. Although there is evil and 
destruction in this world, “though all may be gone”, God 
has won the battle over sin for us. He has won the 
victory for us and freely gives us his kingdom, heaven. 

 

Prayer: Dear God, our Mighty Fortress, 

Thank you for giving us the comfort of your Word in this 
Psalm during the challenging times of this world. Help 
us to remember that you are our refuge, you are our 
strength, and that you will always help in times of 
trouble. Amen. 

 

Join us on Reformation Sunday morning, October 31, 
and sing with us “A Mighty Fortress is our God” and hear 
again how our mighty God loves us and protects us each 
and every day. 

 

   In Christ, 

 

 

 



2 

 

   

 BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

AUGUST 10, 2021 

 

Present: Pastor Leavitt, Pastor Todd, Dick Wilson, Bob Brzycki, Rebecca Reich Sammito, Bill Christensen, Barb Christensen, Dennis Bonneau, Orval Stuckemeyer, Robert Morris, Christine 
Wright, Jo Ross 

 

Vice-President Bob Brzycki called the meeting to order.  Bill opened the meeting with a devotion and prayer. 

 

Trustees Special Report:  Lighting Proposal – Orval Stuckemeyer and Chris Saars from Synergy Lighting 

Orval introduced Chris Saars from Synergy Lighting in Bradenton.  Chris presented proposals for replacing all lighting with LED lighting in the church sanctuary and for the portico.  Costs of 
supplies and labor were provided.  Council members viewed the LED lighting in one section of the sanctuary.  Presently, we are using 250-watt bulbs in the sanctuary.  The replacement LED 
light bulb is 25 watts.  LED bulbs are energy efficient and unlike regular bulbs which radiate heat, the church would save on air conditioning.  In the past, Trustees have changed light bulbs but it 
is a safety issue with high ceilings and the need to use a high ladder. The proposed LED lighting comes with a 5-year warranty.  The sanctuary LED bulbs have a life expectancy of 20 years and 
the portico LED bulbs have a life expectancy of 50,000 hours.  Discussion took place among Council members.  The congregation has received an anonymous contribution of $10,000 to the 
Capital Improvement Fund.  Council determined that this generous gift could fund the lighting project.   

 

Motion:  It was moved and seconded that the sanctuary lighting job be completed at a cost of $8,551.64.  The motion was approved.  All present voted in favor.  The 
motion passed.  

 

Motion:  It was moved and seconded that the portico lighting job be completed at a total cost of $3,852.40.  The motion was approved.  All present voted in favor.  The 
motion passed.  

 

Motion:  It was moved and seconded that the minutes of the June 8, 2021 Church Council meeting be approved.  All present voted in favor.  The motion passed. 

 

Treasurer’s Report – Bill Christensen 

Through July 2021, we are showing a surplus year-to-date of $6,000.  Last year at this time, we had a deficit of $4,000 so we are now about $10,000 ahead.  This may be due to the timing of 
some larger gifts or the timing of last year’s pandemic.  As of July 31, we have about $27,000 in the Capital Improvement Fund with an additional $63,000 set aside in the PPP Loan Account.  
There are other funds that can be allocated to Capital Improvements such as the Memorial Fund of $45,000 and the Prayer Garden Fund of $14,000.  In the first week of August, an additional 
$16,400 has been added to the Capital Improvement Fund through the budget and donations.   

 

Stewardship – Dennis Bonneau 

Stewardship Board will meet in September.  Dennis is asking Council and board members to suggest campaign ideas.   

 

Evangelism – Barb Christensen 

The board met on August 3.  Welcome Bags were presented to three new homeowners at Grady Pointe across from the church.  Grief Share classes began on June 3 and there are four remain-
ing classes.  Pastor Leavitt contacted Randy Myers about evangelism training.  This training will be scheduled for the 2nd or 3rd weekend in January.  Back Pack Ministry was a huge success with 
parishioners generously donating supplies for Abel and Kinnan Elementary Schools.  BSLC tote bags have been placed in the narthex as a thank-you to parishioners for all the donations to the 
Back Pack Ministry and Vacation Bible School.  Barb has ordered two sets of metal signs.  The first set, to be placed at each entrance, are two 18” signs that direct visitors to the Still Building.  
The second set are 20”x24” signs, displaying the verbiage “You are now entering the mission field”.  These will be erected at each exit to Prospect Road.  Donna Taylor suggested sponsoring a 
refugee family or a family in need.  This will be discussed at the next board meeting.  Barb asked Council members if the Blessing of the Animals could take place on church grounds on Satur-
day, October 2 at 12 noon.  Some discussion took place.  All animals would be required to be leashed or in cages.  Farm animals would be excluded.   

 

Motion:  It was moved and seconded that the Blessing of the Animals be approved on church grounds on Saturday, October 2 at 12 noon.  All present voted in favor.  
The motion passed. 

 

Senior Ministry – Jo Ross 

Jo announced that the Senior Ministry survey project has concluded with a 79% participation.  A total of 186 forms were returned.  Work has already begun on the Church Windows update of 
changes, including addresses, phone numbers, email addresses, and dates of birthdays and anniversaries.  The board now has access to additional information lists, including contact prefer-
ences, computer access, monthly Super Seniors Programs, and Senior events.  Jo provided a list of interested members to Parish Health Ministry.  The Prayer Partner Program, organized by 
Julie Robinson, was provided with a list of 18 persons asking for additional information.  These individuals were contacted and 10 members have volunteered for August.  Julie is planning a 
prayer breakfast in the fall for prayer partners.  Jo announced that she will not be able to attend September’s Council meeting but she will provide notes to be read.  It was noted that Pastor Curt 
and Joyce Adams will be stepping away from the Seniors’ Ministry Board for the foreseeable future as he assists Hope Lutheran Church due to a pastoral vacancy.  Volunteers to assist the 
board will be needed to implement our plans for 2022. 

 

Trustees – Orval Stuckemeyer 

Orval reported on the completion of hurricane windows in the older section of the Fellowship Hall.  The glass is tinted and therefore, the blinds have been removed.  A 10-ton air handler and two 
5-ton compressors that were about 30 years old were recently replaced in the Still Building.  The propane water heater in the Fellowship Hall Kitchen is failing.  Several varieties of water heaters 
were reviewed.  Orval recommended an on-demand propane tankless water heater at a cost of about $2,000. 

   

Motion:  It was moved and seconded that the Fellowship Hall Kitchen propane water heater be replaced with a new propane tankless water heater at a cost of approxi-
mately $2,000.  All present voted in favor.  The motion passed. 
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Parish Health Ministry – Christine Wright 

Chris will soon be starting to place phone calls to those senior members who have indicated the need to be contacted.  Under Pastors’ guidance, Chris hopes to engage in hospital visits.  
Recently, she assisted one member with transportation and another parishioner with various errands.  VBS was a very successful event with numerous helpful youth members and other 
adults assisting Davey Davis and Cassie Davis.  Chris informed Council that the present COVID protocol changes may continue and masks are optional.  In the fall, a snowbird parishioner 
will be assisting with church hospice care in conjunction with Parish Health Ministry and Grief Share.  Chris will contact Nicky Davis, CVS Registered Pharmacist, about offering seasonal 
flu and shingles vaccinations at the church.  Chris explained the importance of members having health and medication information accessible to emergency crews who may have to come 
to the home.  She is recommending a method of placing important health information in a pill bottle to be stored on the top refrigerator shelf.  Also, a Master Lock containing the homeown-
er’s house key is recommended.  She will confer with a local fire department for guidance.  Jo Ross of Seniors Ministry offered that she has researched the Church Windows database for 
those parishioners residing in mobile homes or in Flood Zone “A”.  She has developed a list of these members in the event that they can be contacted by Parish Health Ministry or Seniors’ 
Ministry prior to an imminent flood-related storm or hurricane.   

 

Elders – Robert Morris 

All in-person and online church services are going well.    Robert reported that rail communion has resumed and that the drive-through communion has been suspended due to low turn-
outs. 

 

Pastor Kuehn 

The new church website continues to be work in action.  Members may access the new website which is not yet completed but may be viewed.  Web address is:  BSLC.TheChurchCo.com.  
New Bible studies on Wednesday evening will focus on Apostle Paul’s second letter to the Corinthians on Wednesday evenings and a new topic will begin for Sunday’s Bible studies.  
Pastor and his wife, Jessi, were recently guests of Arlene Barrett’s 90th birthday celebration in the Fellowship Hall with a great-grandchild’s baptism in the sanctuary.  60 of Arlene’s family 
from varying areas were in attendance.  Pastor offered a very special thank-you to Robby Greenleaf for graciously assisting with recent computer issues in the Still Building offices. 

 

Pastor Leavitt 

Pastor thanked Jo Ross for her role in providing new names of volunteers for the Prayer Partners Program, coordinated by Julie Robinson.  Pastor also reported that VBS went extremely 
well with special thanks to all those who assisted.  The Board of Youth has been busy and recently painted the Youth Room.  Pastor informed Council that Pastor Curt and Joyce Adams 
will be assisting Hope Lutheran Church in Bradenton as Pastor Jim Weist will be leaving.  The memorial service for Pastor Robert Hinz, visitation pastor at Hope, has been scheduled for 
next week.  He was called Home on Monday, August 10.  A memorial service is planned this Saturday for Elaine Grom who had been a BSLC parishioner for many years.  The next circuit 
meeting in September will be hosted by Pastor Leavitt and Pastor Kuehn at BSLC. 

 

Old Business 

Bill contacted Church Windows on the issue of their promised response time.  We continue to be guaranteed, most times, a one-hour response.  Bill recommended continuing our 
present membership at a cost of $108/year.   

Bill has begun work on the BSLC 2022 Proposed Budget schedule.  Board members are encouraged to submit paperwork to be completed and submitted to Bill by September 9.  
The draft budget will then be discussed at the Council meeting on September 14.  The budget will be finalized at the October 12 Council meeting.  Upon approval of this budg-
et, parishioners will receive an electronic copy two weeks before the Voters’ Assembly meeting in November. 

The Voters’ Assembly meeting has been scheduled for Sunday, November 14 at 9:15 A.M. 

The LCEF’s investment option program with Jay Wendland, FLGA District LCEF representative will be taken up in Old Business next month when Martha Music is present. 

 

New Business 

The next Council meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, September 14 at 7:00 P.M. in the Fellowship Hall.  Trustees will open and close the Church Council meeting on September 14. 

 

Bill closed the meeting with a prayer. 

 

Motion:  It was moved and seconded that the meeting be adjourned.  All present voted in favor.  The motion passed. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:40 P.M. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Rebecca Reich Sammito 

Church Council Secretary 

Approved September 14, 2021 
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 Do you remember the quilt that the  
Beautiful Savior Quilters made in  

commemoration of the 25th Anniversary 

of our church?  Well, that quilt has 

now become a lovely wallhanging that 

is gracing a wall in the Wayman Still 

Fellowship Hall.  You are invited to 

come view the quilt anytime.  It is 

in the same room that the ladies do 

their quilting on Thursday mornings 

from 10 a.m. until noon when they 

stop to share lunch together.   

 

You are also invited to come join the 

ladies in their quilting and 

fellowship time together if you are 

interested.  You will be most 

welcome. 

As you might of noticed last month, we had some problems 

with our Altar Flowers.   Beneva Florist has raised the price 

from $30 to $50 each, however in the past 10 years they 

have not raised the price at all.   The smaller arrangements 

they sent a couple weekends ago are now their $30 arrange-

ment, which do not work for the Altar as they are too small.    

We have decided for now to go with the larger arrangement, 

and ask that you pay $40 towards each arrangement if you 

are signing up for them until we decide what to do going forward.   We know their 

flowers are top quality, last for a long time, and in all the years we have worked with 

Beneva they have not disappointed us.   We just wish they hadn’t charged 10 years of 

increases at one time!  We will keep you posted.  Thank you! 

 

We will be showing our Veteran’s Day Photo 

Show with all of our members next month.  If you 

haven’t already, be sure to send a picture of your-

self, your spouse or child to of-

fice@beautifulsaviorlcms.com so we can include 

in our photoshow. 
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Thank you all once again for supporting our 

September SuperSeniorS Festival. For Thrivent, 

for the  jokes and videos, and for tuning in 

to watch. With all of your continued support, 

we hope to get back together in fellowship in 

October. With 40 some views on YouTube 

totaling 60-80 viewers and many more on 

Facebook we are encouraged to continue 

bringing you a monthly program. Special thanks 

to our entertainer Klement and our producer 

Joe.  

Friends, Romani, Bohemian country persons. 

Lend me your ears and mouths.  Join us for 

the long awaited and anticipated “ in 

person “ October SuperSeniorS at noon on 

Thursday October 21st. Gypsy Jazz Fest will 

kick off with a Gypsy salad, fried 

chicken ,steak fries , corn on the cob  and your 

favorite torte  . Your host Duke will provide you 
with some supposed humor   while 

introducing special entertainer Dean 

Johanesen with his Gypsy Jazz style of 

music. Everyone including friends neighbors and relatives of all 

ages are welcome. There is no ticket or cost required but please 

sign up on the SuperSeniorS board in the fellowship hall so we can 

be sure of having enough food. Details on live streaming this event 

will follow later.  

It has been brought to our attention that there was a chair placed 

in the closet by the water heater that had the seat part broken in 

half indicating someone had stood on it, for whatever reason.   

Chairs should not be used as a ladder substitute.   If you 

need help doing something and require a ladder there will 

normally be someone here to help you.   Please use caution, we 

don’t want anyone getting hurt! 
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On September 1, the Service Guild gave a 
prayer shawl and a Mantle of Caring to 
Jane Schneeberger to present to her 
cousin Jackie Blocker.  Jackie is on our 
monthly prayer list and is in need of our 
prayers for strength and healing to recover 
from cancer. 

On September 1, the Service Guild gave 
a lap throw to Jane Schneeberger to 
present to Stanley Hammer, her neigh-
bor.  Stanley, is an Air Force Veteran, 
who is on our monthly prayers request 
list.  Stanley is in need of our prayers 
and strength for healing during his 
chemo treatments  

FALL PASTORAL CONFERENCE — 

Beautiful Savior hosted Pastors from our Circuit in 

joining Pastors across Florida-Georgia participating in 

the On-line LCMS District Pastors Conference.  The 

theme was:   Serving a Changeless Christ Amidst a 

Changing World.  The featured speaker was Dr. Ed 

Stetzer—Billy Graham Distinguished Chair of Church, 

Mission, and Evangelism at Wheaton College and 

Executive Director of the Billy Graham Center at 

Wheaton College.  Special thanks to Darci Allison and DeeAnn Gores for the delicious breakfast 

and lunch, Norm Vagn assisting with the technology, and Pam Rooney for her help with the planning 

of the day. 
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About the Gathering 
Held every 3 years since 1980, the LCMS 
Youth Gathering provides thousands of 
youth and adults the opportunity to come 
together as a community of God’s people 
to be encouraged in their walk with Jesus 
Christ and learn about the Christian faith 
and their Lutheran identity. 
The Gathering is more than the five days of 
the event. The preparation process for the 
Gathering brings together young people 
and supportive adults to encourage each 
other in their baptismal identity. The Gath-
ering provides young people a vision for 
the vastness of Christ’s Church and equips 
them for vocational service as they contin-
ue their walk with Jesus. 
This event is organized by LCMS Youth 
Ministry in Saint Louis, MO. For additional 
ways to connect to LCMS Youth Ministry, 
please visit www.lcms.org/youth. 

http://www.lcms.org/youth
http://www.lcms.org/youth
http://www.lcms.org/youth
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Needed: Caring hearts for Seniors 
 
Many of our members are experiencing those “retirement” years in different ways – some golden, 
some challenging. We are each blessed by the years and unique talents God has given us to do 
His work and care for one another.  
The Senior Ministry Board has openings for you to join us to make our 2022 programs happen. We 
are forming subcommittees of volunteers who can help our ministry be effective in one or more of 
the following tasks:  
 

If you can write and send notes,  
make some phone calls,  
or go visit our shut-in members and those in need,  
help plan, organize or implement activities,  
or send emails,  
and provide smiles with a caring heart for fellow members, there is a place for 
you.  
 

You don't have to sing like angels or preach like Paul, you just need some time to give and a caring 

spirit. Pray about how you can help and serve others. To join in our Senior Ministry efforts, just 

email Jo Ross at 4allthankful7@gmail.com or call 941-210-7585 and leave a message with your name 

and number– we will get back to you. We look forward to hearing from you! 

mailto:4allthankful7@gmail.com
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 CARD MAKING MINISTRY IN OCTOBER! 
Come and join the fun on Monday, October 18, when the group will 

meet in the Still Building at 10:00 AM. We will make Thanksgiving cards 

for BSLC Homebound members and two for personal use.  A $5 contri-

bution is asked to cover the cost of materials.  Designs for the cards, all 

the materials needed, and step-by-step instructions for making the cards 

will be provided.   No experience necessary!!   First timers welcome!!! 

Due to need for caution with the virus the number of participants will 

be limited to 8.  Please RSVP to Joyce Adams (curjoy2@gmail.com; 517-

317-2303) or sign up on the bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall by 

Thursday, October 14.   

Luise Chastain 

12/20/45—9/3/21 

 

Luise went to her heavenly home on Friday, 

September 3rd following a long illness.   There will 

be a Memorial Service at Beautiful Savior at a later 

date.  Please keep Norm and family in your prayers. 

Gay Schoenshecht 

7/29/31—9/24/21 

 

Gay went to her heavenly home on Friday, 

September 24th.  There will be a Memorial Service 

in December here at Beautiful Savior. 

 

Please keep Werner and their family in your 

prayers.  

mailto:curjoy2@gmail.com
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 10/02 Merwin Crampton 

10/02 Rick Vallier 

10/03 Bill Heerman 

10/04  Richard Graven 

10/04 John Yee 

10/05 Wonnor Yee 

10/06 Hank Andre 

10/07 Kathy Goering 

10/08 Margie Thompson 

10/09 Arlene Barrett 

10/10   Laurie Legler 

10/16 Judy Koegel 

10/16 Ann Wilm 

10/17 Lucy Fuller 

10/18 Dolly Morris 

10/18 Kim Morris 

10/19 Charles King 

10/20 Donna Taylor 

10/23   Pete Mathieu 

10/24 David Thieme 

10/25 Celeste Yee 

10/25 Nichole Davis 

10/26 Peter Leavitt 

10/28 Sue Wick 

10/29 Ken Wieland 

10/29 Pastor Curt Adams 

10/30 Frank Abbott 

10/31   Chris Mathieu 

 

  

 

  

10/02/1993 Chris & Jodi Mauk 

10/07/1978 Bill & Jane Sloman 

10/09/1976 Jim & Mary Luecke 

10/26/2002 Robert & Carrie Morris 

10/30/1968 Roger & Jan Hornick 

  
Joan Kuehn 

10/17/45—9/18/21 

 

Gene Nelson 

8/4/39—9/18/21 
 

 

Brother and Sister Joan and Gene went to their 

heavenly home on Saturday, September 18th.    

There will be a  memorial service at Beautiful Sav-

ior on Saturday, October 16th at 11 a.m.   

 

Please keep Pastor Todd, Jessi and their families in 

your prayers. 
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Personal Emergency Preparedness Programs:  Knox boxes and File 

for Life documents 

 
The Parish Health Ministry Board would like to share two great programs for our families and friends. They are relatively 

easy to implement. We will be available between and after services in October to provide samples of the documents and an-

swer questions regarding these valuable programs. 

 

1. Knox Rapid Access Solutions has been trusted by thousands of fire and law enforcement agencies for over 40 years. Knox 

boxes have provided first responders with immediate access into secure buildings, campuses, residences and commercial 

properties. Removing barriers to entry reduces injuries to the first responders and also minimizes property damage. Check 

which type is authorized for your home. You can find out which local Fire Department covers your home by checking your 

tax statement. Check the website for more information at https://www.knoxbox.com. 

 

2. File for Life documents are attached to refrigerators where first responders will look for valuable information to help treat 

you during medical emergencies.  If you are unconscious or otherwise unable to communicate and no one is available to pro-

vide information about you, the form is very useful as it contains a list of your medications, medical history, your physician 

contact information, allergies, etc. It is recommended to place a copy in your glove compartment with your registration and 

insurance information as well. Please contact the Sarasota County Contact Center Customer Service Department at 941-861

-5000 for more information. 

 

*Please note: If one would like first responders to honor Do Not Resuscitate (DNR) wishes, Form 1896 (Multilingual) must 

be printed on yellow paper and be signed by a licensed physician pursuant to chapter 458 or 459 of the Florida statutes in 

order to be legally valid. The Florida Legislative Division can be contacted for assistance at 1-800-342-1827. 

 

                Please contact Mary Luecke or Christine Gruschkus-Wright for more information. 
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Sawyer Claire Gibson 

Born 9/23 to David & Amy Gibson  -  

Granddaughter of Karen & Rick Vallier 

God’s wonders never cease! 

Louella Marie Leavitt 

Born September 14 to  

Christian and Cami Leavitt 

Granddaughter of Pastor & Lynn Leavitt 

FELLOWSHIP needs your help!   We need helpers to 

pick up the bread and goodies from Publix on Sunday 

mornings, set up for morning service Fellowship and 

late service set-up and clean-up.   Please contact Dan 

Legler at 941/780-7684 with any questions or to vol-

unteer to help.   We can only keep Fellowship going if we have people willing to help out!    

Thank you! 
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PRAYER REQUESTS   

 Werner Schoenknecht—prayers of comfort after the death of wife Gay 

 Dustin & Cathy Schuler—COVID-19, Grandson and his wife of Russ and Margarete Wiltshire 

 Uschi Frimberger—upcoming procedure for pain management 

 Adrian Thies—at home recovering from COVID 

 Gloria Bennett—dying of ovarian cancer, friend of Carol Ottobre 

 Owen White—recovering from serious stroke involving blood clot on brain,  nephew of Dolly Morris 

 Cheryl—in need of prayers for strength with upcoming responsibilities for her family, friend of Celeste 
Yee 

 Harold Morris—undergoing radiation for prostrate cancer, brother of Dolly Morris 

 Linda DeGuzman—strength and healing of arm and hand 

 Linda Capriotti—in need of strength and healing 

 Charles King—recovering from surgery, in need of strength and healing 

 Jane Sloman—strength and healing following procedure 

 Pam King—strength and healing from hip replacement surgery on the 15th 

 Bill Sloman—undergoing radiation, in need of strength and healing 

 Virginia Johnson—cancer in colon and lymph nodes, in need of strength and healing 

 Jackie Blocker—cancer of her back, going to start radiation, cousin of Jane Schneeberger 

 Earl Timmons—battling cancer, neighbor of Carolyn Tudor 

 Pam Osgood—starting cancer treatment—sister of Bill Christensen 

 Doreen Morency—upcoming surgery to help avoid paralysis and pain, cousin of Priscilla Collett 

 Curtis Collins—strength and healing, son of Bud and Liz Collins 

 Tania Cruser—recently diagnosed with breast cancer, daughter of Anita & Bob Muhlhauser 

 Rick Hillis—cancer in both his kidneys, cousin of Carolyn Tudor 

 Glenn Latta, Jr.—four year old coping with Leukemia, hospitalized with aggressive chemo, friends of George & Judy Koegel 

 Kim—breast cancer, daughter of Ken & Mary Laxton 

 Carl Albrecht—autoimmune disease causing eye problems, going thru treatment 

 Jim Callanan—strength and healing while going through lung cancer treatment, uncle of Jerry Dalton 

 Weston Hermann,—13 year old son of Jared, undergoing extensive chemo for brain cancer, friend of Darci Allison 

  Guy Montes—cancer , tumor in his brain, nephew of Willie Gwyn 

 

 Vision 2025 Campaign Envelope – Debt Reduction 
The Vision 2025 Campaign Envelope serves as a physical reminder and tool for the 
financial responsibility we as members have to 
the church’s future. The 2025 Committee has 
created a list of goals and recommendations some 
of which is the transition expenses which will 
occur when Pastor Leavitt and Pam Rooney retire 
and the need to address unfunded facility 
maintenance and provide for the expansion, 
enhancement and program development for our 
Church.  $20,000 was disbursed for hurricane window replacement which was donated to 
the 2025 Committee. Consequently this created a deficit of $10,000, which we would like 
to replenish. 
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 Honor the Lord with Your Wealth and with the First Fruits of All Your Produce 

 

Our Father in heaven sent His Son, Jesus, to be our Savior. His atoning sacrifice is the 

first fruits of all the dead, a pleasing aroma to His Father, so that His perfect life and 

death count for all who believe in Him. He claimed us as His own children in Holy 

Baptism. He sustains and strengthens our faith with His Holy Word and His Body and 

Blood. 

 

As new creatures, who have put on Christ, we bear good fruit. We do the good 

works prepared for us, which He makes known to us in His Word. By faith then, trusting in the Word of God, we do what he 

says because He does not lie and always keeps His promises. For “without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone 

who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him” (Heb. 11:6). 

 

And so the Lord promises: “Honor the Lord with your wealth and with the first fruits of all your produce; then your barns will 

be filled with plenty, and your vats will be bursting with wine” (Prov. 3:9-10). How do we honor the Lord with the wealth that 

God has given us in His generosity? By giving generously to those whom the Lord has called us to love and support your family, 

your society, and your church. And His promise is that, in so doing, you will never lack. 

  

A common counterpoint is: “But that’s from the Old Testament!” Our Lord Jesus Himself gives us similar promises in the New 

Testament. He says, at the conclusion of the parable of the talents: “For to everyone who has will more be given, and he will 

have an abundance” (Matt. 25:29).  

 

And then at the end of the parable of the dishonest manager, he says: “One who is faithful in a very little is also faithful in much, 

and one who is dishonest in a very little is also dishonest in much. If then you have not been faithful in the unrighteous wealth, 

who will entrust to you the true riches? And if you have not been faithful in that which is another’s, who will give you that which 

is your own? No servant can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the 

one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money” (Luke 16:10–13).  

 

And in His sermon on the mount, he says: “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and 

where thieves break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where 

thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also” (Matt. 6:19–21). 

  

We have become conditioned against these promises because of their misuse by the peddlers of the prosperity gospel – the 

guys on TV who say you get rich by putting God in your debt. And thus, we miss out on the fact that God does reward temporal 

faithfulness in temporal matters with temporal blessings. It’s no quid pro quo. It’s all from God’s grace and His fatherly divine 

goodness and mercy. But those Bible passages do in fact say what they say! It’s not the Old Testament’s problem. It’s ours. It is 

almost as if we have become so jaded against this that we think it a virtue to be stingy with our offerings. 

  

But our Father in heaven still loves to bless those who bless others. He loves to give to those who give freely and generously. In 

fact, he challenges us to challenge Him: “Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. And there-

by put me to the test, says the Lord of hosts, if I will not open the windows of heaven for you and pour down for you a blessing 

until there is no more need” (Mal. 3:10). 

  

And so, while we don’t give so that we would get, we do receive from the Lord in order to give, and He will bless your giving 

with more receiving. As St. Paul wrote in Rom. 8:32: “He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he 

not also with him graciously give us all things?” 

 

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, CMS Stewardship Ministry, Newsletter article – April 2021 
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ETERNAL LIFE SEMINAR 

HOSTED BY: BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE 

DATE:  SATURDAY OCTOBER 9, 2021 

TIME:  9:00 AM UNTIL NOON 

 

Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church invites all guests and 
members to attend an Eternity Workshop on Saturday, 
October 9th from 9AM until 12PM. Have you made final 
plans for when God calls you home? Will your loved ones 
know your medical care preferences at life's end? Will they 

know what favorite scripture readings and songs of faith to include in your service or how and 
where you want to be buried? Did you know you can include a statement of your Christian faith in 
your will or living trust to leave as a lasting legacy that can be used by the Holy Spirit to encourage 
the faith of future generations? If you are interested in developing or updating your final plans and 
giving your loved one’s peace of mind, please plan on attending our Eternity Workshop on 
Saturday, October 9th at 9:00 AM to 12:00PM at Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church, 7461 Prospect 
Rd, Sarasota FL 34243. Light refreshments will be served before  the workshop. 

 

SPEAKERS 
 Pastor Leavitt — Senior Pastor Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church 

 Lutheran Church Missouri Synod (LCMS) Foundation —Jim Pennington, Tony Hunt 

 David Agee, Reid and Agee PLLC 

 Margie Barrie, ACSIA Partners Specialist in Long Term Care Insurance 

 National Cremation Society (NCS)—Terry McNeil, Tanya Parker 

 

AGENDA 

8:30AM Light Refreshments 

9AM Open Prayer       Pastor Leavitt 

9:05 Opening Remarks      Stewardship Committee 

9:15 What does the Lutheran Church believe   Pastor Leavitt 

9:45 15 Minute Break 

10:00 What documents are needed for planning   David Agee 

10:30 Burial Options       NCS 

11:00 Long Term Insurance      Margie Barrie 

11:30 How can the Lutheran Church Assist    LCMS 

12:00 General Questions  

12:45 Closing Prayer       Pastor Leavitt 

12:45 Personal Question and Answers with Presenters 

 

RSPS would be appreciated:   

Call Martha Music @ 941-260-9715 or Beautiful Savior Office at 941-355-2798 
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 56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 57 But 

thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

(1 Corinthians 15:56–57, ESV)  

 

Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

Thank you all for the wonderful cards and messages of love 

poured out to me and my family over the loss of my mother and 

uncle. Jessi and I have received at least 50 cards if not more from 

all of our caring and loving family in Christ. Thank you also for all 

the prayers that have come to the ears of our God as those have brought us great com-

fort also. 

 

There isn’t one of you out there that hasn’t been touched by the specter of death. We all 

know what our eventual end will be here on this earth. And no matter how good we are 

or how devoted we are to our Lord, none of us can live up to the high standards set for 

us. We just can’t escape the inevitable. 

 

That does not mean we are without hope. Our infinitely wise God set into motion a 

plan for us to be redeemed and returned back into the perfection that our ancestors 

Adam and Eve had at the very beginning. It is a day that we all look forward to but unfor-

tunately for us to get to that place we have to pass over the threshold of death into a 

new abundant life. 

 

For those that go on and died before us in the faith, there is great victory and blessing 

for them but for us that are left behind the pain and hurt can be excruciating at times. 

Paul mentions the sting of death and for us left behind it certainly is a sting that hurts. 

The great thing for us people of faith is that we will be reunited with our loved ones and 

be given the victory just as Paul says. 

 

I imagine by now you have heard that the memorial service for both of them will be held 

on October 16 at 11 AM. Again, thank you very much for your thoughts and prayers and 

concerns these past few weeks. 

 

      God Bless, 

       Pastor Todd 
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Serving The Lord Schedule-October 

Date Elders & Ushers   Hosts & Hostesses 

OCT  3 

 

ELDERS:     Jerry Dalton, Mike Murphy, Randy 
Thies 

 

USHERS: 

8 a.m.     Jim Luecke, Harold Schiferl, Dan & 
Laurie Legler, Pat & Bob Brzycki 

10:30 a.m.   Judy Kartsounes, Orval 
Stuckemeyer  

    

OCT 10 

ELDERS:     Jerry Dalton, Mike Murphy, Randy 
Thies 

 

USHERS: 

8 a.m.     Jim Luecke, Harold Schiferl, Dan & 
Laurie Legler, Pat & Bob Brzycki 

10:30 a.m.   Judy Kartsounes, Orval 
Stuckemeyer  

    

OCT 17 

ELDERS:     Jerry Dalton, Mike Murphy, Randy 
Thies 

 

USHERS: 

8 a.m.     Jim Luecke, Harold Schiferl, Dan & 
Laurie Legler, Pat & Bob Brzycki 

10:30 a.m.   Judy Kartsounes, Orval 
Stuckemeyer  

    

  

  
OCT 24 

ELDERS:     Jerry Dalton, Mike Murphy, Randy 
Thies 

 

USHERS: 

8 a.m.     Jim Luecke, Harold Schiferl, Dan & 
Laurie Legler, Pat & Bob Brzycki 

10:30 a.m.   Judy Kartsounes, Orval 
Stuckemeyer  

    

No greeters at this time, but 

hopefully soon we will be 

back to greeting people! 

  
OCT 31 

ELDERS:     Jerry Dalton, Mike Murphy, Randy 
Thies 

 

USHERS: 

8 a.m.     Jim Luecke, Harold Schiferl, Dan & 
Laurie Legler, Pat & Bob Brzycki 

10:30 a.m.   Judy Kartsounes, Orval 
Stuckemeyer  
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 SUN  MON  TUES  WED  THUR  FRI  SAT 

  
  

       
 
  
  
  

1 2 
 Noon  Blessing of the 
Animals 
4:30 PM Worship Ser-
vice 
  

3 
   
 8 AM & 10:30 AM   
All Worship Services* 
9:15 AM Bible Study 
9:15 AM Sunday School 
 

4 
 
  

5 
 
10 AM Service Guild Mtg 
   

6 
7 AM Men’s Bible 
Study 
8 AM Men’s Fellowship 
& Yardcare 
10 AM Women’s Bible 
Study 
7 PM Bible  Class 
Online 

7 
 
10 AM Quilting 

8 9 
 9 AM  Eternity Work-
shop 
 
4:30 PM Worship Ser-
vice* 
  
  

10 
 
 8 AM & 10:30  Worship 
Services 
9:15 AM  Bible Study 
9:15 AM Sunday School 
10:30 AM Contemporary 
Worship Service* 
  

11 
 
10 AM LWML Mtg 

12 
 
10 AM Crafting 
 
 7:00 P.M.  Council Mtg 

13 
 
7 AM Men’s Bible 
Study 
8 AM Men’s Fellowship 
& Yardcare 
10 AM Women’s Bible 
Study 
7 PM Bible  Class 
Online 

14 
 
10 AM Quilting 
 
  
 
  

15 
 
  

16 
9 AM Youth Hunsaders 
11 AM  Memorial Svc 
for Joan Kuehn and 
Gene Nelson 
 
 4:30 PM Worship Ser-
vice 

17 
 8 AM & 10:30 AM  Wor-
ship Services* 
9:15 AM Bible Study 
9:15 AM Sunday School 
10:30 AM Contemporary 
Worship Service  
  

18 
 10 AM Card Minis-
try 
 
7 PM Elder’s Mtg 

19 
 
10 AM Crafting 
 
  
 

 20 
  
7 AM Men’s Bible 
Study 
8 AM Men’s Fellowship 
& Yardcare 
10 AM Women’s Bible 
Study 
7 PM Bible  Class 
Online 

21 
 
 10 AM Quilting 
 NOON Super-
Seniors 
 

22 
 
  
  
  
  

23 
 
 4:30 PM Worship Ser-
vice* 

24 
 8 AM & 10:30 AM  Wor-
ship Services 
9:15 AM Bible Study 
9:15 AM Sunday School 
10:30 AM Contemporary 
Worship Service* 
 
LWML Sunday 
  
  
 
 

25 26 
 
 10 AM Crafting 

27 
7 AM Men’s Bible 
Study 
8 AM Men’s Fellowship 
& Yardcare 
10 AM Women’s Bible 
Study 
7 PM Bible  Class 
Online 

28 
 
10 AM Quilting 

 29  30 
 
 4:30 PM Worship Ser-
vice 

31 
 8 AM & 10:30 AM  Wor-
ship Services* 
9:15 AM Bible Study 
9:15 AM Sunday School 
10:30 AM Contemporary 
Worship Service 
Noon   FALLFEST 
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Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church 

7461 Prospect Road 

Sarasota, FL  34243 

www.beautifulsaviorlcms.com 

Pastor: Rossetter Leavitt 

Specific Ministry Pastor: Todd Kuehn 

Office Manager: Pam Rooney    

Website:  www.beautifulsaviorlcms.com 

7461 Prospect Road 

Sarasota, FL  34243 

Phone: 941-355-2798    Fax :941-355-3278 

Office Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9:00 A.M.– 4:00 P.M. 

E-mail: pastor@beautifulsaviorlcms.com 

              office@beautifulsaviorlcms.com 

              todd@beautifulsaviorlcms.com 

We need help making our Fall Fest on Sunday, 

October 31st the best ever!   Anyone that has 

any time to help, from preparing your car for 

Trunk or Treat, Kitchen Help, Set-Up or Clean 

Up Help, or even welcoming people, please call 

the Church Office!  Thank you! 


