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Pastor Leavitt 

 EYE ON VISION 2025 

CONSTITUTION 
One of the goals that came out of the 2025 Vision Committee 
was:  Review and update the Church’s Constitution and By-
Laws.   It has not been reviewed since 1994 so we felt that it 
would be a helpful exercise to look at it again as we do God’s 
work here at Beautiful Savior. 

 

A committee has been formed to do just that for us.  They 
include Mike Murphy (Chairman), Rebecca Sammito 
(Secretary), Marian Murdoch, Dennis Bonneau, Randy Thies, 
and Jo Ross.  We thank those on the committee for 
volunteering to help us accomplish this goal.  They will also 
work closely with the Boards, the Church Council, and the 
District Office.  The final approval will rest in the hands of the 
Voters’ Assembly. 

 

As I have read and re-read the Constitution, I am struck with 
how well our constitution was written by those who were here 
when Beautiful Savior was established as a congregation.  It 
has served us well for these 35 years. 

 

The Preamble of the Constitution lays down the foundation by 
which Beautiful Savior was founded and continues to serve the 
Lord and one another.  It is based on God’s Word.

 

 

Witness to all men (Acts 1:8) is our commission, and 
maintain decency and order (1 Corinthians 14:40) in the 
church are Key commands our Lord has given us to serve 
Him in His kingdom.  Please pray for our Committee 
members and may the final product enable us to be 
effective in the work we do together in Christ. 

 

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come 
upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and 
in all Judea and Samona, and to the end of the earth.” … 
Bradenton, Sarasota, …  Acts 1:8 

 

“But all things should be done decently and in order.”   1 
Corinthians 14:40 

  In Christ, 

 

  

   Pastor Leavitt 
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BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

NOVEMBER 9, 2021 

 

Present: Pastor Leavitt, Pastor Todd, Bob Brzycki, Rebecca Reich Sammito, Bill Christensen, Barb Christensen, Orval Stuckemeyer, Robert Morris, Mary Luecke, Dennis Wilm, Dennis Bon-
neau, Pam Rooney 

 

President Bob Brzycki called the meeting to order.  Barb opened the meeting with a devotion and prayer. 

 

Motion:  It was moved and seconded that the minutes of the October 12, 2021 Church Council meeting be approved.   

All present voted in favor.  The motion passed. 

 

Treasurer’s Report – Bill Christensen 

Donations and other income are about $24,000 ahead of last year.  Our expenses are ahead of last year by about $49,000.  The additional expenses include about $10,000 of salaries and 
benefits, $20,000 of additional escrowed capital improvements, $3,000 for Family & Children (most of which was used for VBS), $4,000 for cleaning services, $7,000 for general maintenance, 
and $5,000 for various other items.  Bill reports that the church is financially sound. 

 

Pam Rooney  

Pam informed Council that Krossing Jordan, a Christian-based band, performed 3 hours non-stop at the Fall Festival and donated their time and talent.  It was the Fall Festival Committee’s 
intent to offer payment.  Pam is recommending that Council approve a payment to them in the form of a single advertisement at a cost of $275.  The promotional advertising campaign is in 
conjunction with the band’s announcement of the newly released CD album “A Member of the Family”, scheduled for January 21, 2022 at the Sarasota Classic Car Museum.  Purchasing this 
advertisement would be a source of church outreach.  Dennis Wilm suggested we increase the payment to $375 for the purchase of a banner.  It was agreed that the monies would be taken 
from the Miscellaneous Fund. 

 

Motion:  It was moved and seconded that BSLC purchase an advertising banner at a cost of $375.  All present voted in favor.  The motion passed. 

 

Stewardship – Dennis Bonneau 

Dennis and the board thanked Martha Music for her involvement in the planning of the successful Eternal Seminar held on October 2.  40 individuals attended.  The board is looking to creating a 
campaign to benefit Lutheran World Relief.  The board assisted at the Fall Festival on October 31.  Pledge forms will be placed in the narthex mail slots on November 11.  Stewardship Weekend 
has been scheduled for December 11-12.  Details will be presented at the Voters’ Assembly Meeting on November 14.  The board is promoting donations to the Vision 2025 campaign with a 
focus on future purchases of aging air conditioning units. 

 

Senior Ministry – Dennis Wilm 

Dennis thanked Jo Ross for filling in as Chairperson these past 4 months.  Jo has updated the congregational members’ directory with revised information, including addresses, email addresses, 
phone numbers, birthdates and anniversary dates.  The board now has seven volunteers who have offered to assist with sending cards to parishioners i.e. birthdays, anniversaries, events of 
illnesses and deaths in the family, etc.  Norm Kurtz is planning a Thanksgiving event on November 18 with Joe Thayer providing entertainment.  A Christmas event has been scheduled for 
December 16, featuring appetizers.  The board is working on several outreach possibilities.  Dennis informed Council that Nancy Gaul’s name should be added as a member of their board.  With 
many social events on the calendar involving food service, Senior Ministry is seeking volunteers who can step forward to assume task responsibilities and oversight of specific functions.  Exam-
ples include:  room and table set-up, salad maker, beverage preparation, etc.  This would assist Norm Kurtz greatly and free him to focus on other specific food preparations and facilitating the 
entertainers for the day.  New volunteers would be greatly appreciated to assume these routine tasks for each event.  Persons who are interested in assisting may contact Norm or any Senior 
Ministry board member. 

 

Elders – Robert Morris 

In-person and online worship services are going well.  Attendance has increased in the past few weeks.  A Veterans Day commemoration will be held on Sunday, November 14.  Bob Graham 
will speak about Veterans Outreach during the service with a freewill offering after the services.  Two services will be offered for Thanksgiving:  Wednesday, November 24 at 4:30 P.M. and 
Thanksgiving Day at 10:00 A.M. with communion.  Advent services will be held at 4:30 P.M. on December 1, December 8, and December 15.  Elders will offer a meal after the service on 
Wednesday, December 8.   

 

Trustees – Orval Stuckemeyer 

Orval informed Council of a recent meeting with Atlas Insurance Vice President, Tom Kochis.  This meeting focused on the new contract and coverages.  Improvements and maintenance issues 
that were conducted this past year were addressed, including exterior painting, hurricane-resistant windows and doors, LED lighting upgrades in the parking areas and LED lighting plans for the 
church’s interior.  Tom toured the kitchen and noted the absence of a griddle.  He inspected the new nozzles and the tank for fire suppression, the certified fire extinguisher, and expressed 
satisfaction with the cleanliness.  Abuse training, as required, will be conducted soon.  This is necessary to maintain the church’s liability insurance to defend against legal action and to pay 
claims.  Leaks in the roof of the tool shed is a concern but Trustees have had success with a new paint that seals the leaks and will reapply as necessary.  The main concern centers on the 
susceptibility of theft of major equipment, including golf carts, riding lawn mowers, and the X-Mart valued at approximately $8,000.  Equipment replacement insurance covers $25,0000.  Re-
placement value of the shed is $27,000.  Cyber security insurance, if purchased, would provide protection for the church in the event of information breach.  Pastor Kuehn offered that the finan-
cial reports and parishioners’ personal information were protected through a contract with Church Windows and therefore additional cyber security insurance would not be necessary.  The new 
LED lighting project in the sanctuary has been placed on hold due to the limited availability of bulbs and lighting board.   

 

Parish Health Ministry – Christine Wright 

Mary informed Council that two new members have been added to the board:  Ken Maynard and Carol Ottobre.  The board thanked Marcia Reth for her past service on the board.  Marcia will 
continue to offer CPR/AED training.  The board will meet on Saturday, November 13 and monthly blood pressure screenings will resume on the 2nd Sunday of each month, beginning again in  
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January.  Heimlich maneuver training and blood pressure screenings were performed at the Fall Festival.  Mary inquired about securing a small table or wall hanging to offer health-related 
information for the congregation.  The board would like to plan a health fair in the future.  Pastor Leavitt thanked the board for reaching out to members of our congregation in various needs.   

 

Evangelism – Barb Christensen 

The board met on November 1.  Welcome bags will be given to four new families in Grady Pointe after the 4:30 P.M. service on Saturday, November 13.  The ‘Surviving the Holidays’ class will 
be scheduled for November 20.  An introduction to the Grief Share program has been scheduled for December 4.  Both of these programs will be held 10:00 A.m. – 12 noon.  Grief Share 
Leader training to prospective facilitators will be scheduled on January 9.  The next 13-week Grief Share session begins on January 22.  Barb emphasized the need for volunteers who can 
assist Donna Taylor with Grief Share programs.  The Rev. Dr. Peter A. Meier will offer evangelism training during the January 15-16 weekend.  A workshop with Dr. Peter Meier, our pastors, 
congregation and other circuit congregations will be scheduled for Saturday, January 15 from 9:00 A.M. – 12 noon.   

 

The Angel Tree will be on display, beginning on November 20.  Labels on the tree will contain details of Kinnan Elementary School and Abel Elementary School students’ gift requests.  The 
gifts will be collected and sorted by the board on December 6.  The board will be working with Lutheran Family Services in providing gifts for 55 names.  Doris Schnepel will assemble the lists 
with appropriate gift recipient details.  The lists will be on display, beginning November 20 and delivered to Lutheran Family Services after December 6.  Pastor Kuehn’s 10th Pastoral Anniver-
sary will be scheduled during the January 8-9 worship services.  Greeter duties will resume soon.  The board reviewed a sample personalized communication letter that could be used for 
visitors and shut-ins.  This was presented to Carol Rose who oversees the mailing of letters to visitors.  This letter sample will also be presented to Elders for their future mailings to shut-ins 
who are unable to attend church.   

 

Barb asked Council about the return to attendance books in the pews.  Discussion took place on this and the concern that there may be those who may be uncomfortable about passing the 
book in their pew.  It was agreed that we utilize individual attendance/new visitor cards to be placed next to the Bibles in pews.  Stewardship Board will place these cards back into service on 
November 11.  Barb discussed the Stephen Ministries and its possible role in our congregation.  Stephen Ministries offers a proven and effective way to organize, equip, and supervise a team 
of congregation members to provide one-to-one Christ-centered care to parishioners and the community experiencing life challenges.  Stephen leaders are church staff, lay leaders, and pas-
tors trained to provide ongoing leadership for their congregation.  Zoom training is provided through Stephen Ministries St. Louis. 

 

Pastor Kuehn 

Pastor Kuehn thanked Council and the congregation for all of the support during the recent deaths of his mom, Joan Kuehn, and Uncle Gene.  The family appreciates all those who were in 
attendance at the funeral and those who watched it online.  Pastor will be visiting Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in Venice on Saturday, November 13 for the LWML Zone Rally.  After 
having been the Circuit LWML pastoral leader for 7 years, Pastor will end his involvement in this role after Saturday.  The Book of James being studied during the Wednesday evening Bible 
study will wrap up next week.  A new Bible-focused study will resume after Thanksgiving. 

 

Pastor Leavitt 

Pastor Leavitt thanked Council and the congregation for the birthday wishes this past Sunday.  Six new congregational members will be welcomed during worship services on Sunday, Decem-
ber 12.  Choir Cantata, involving Music Director Norm Vagn and choir members, will be performed during the 10:30 traditional worship service on Sunday, December 19.  Pastor thanked the 
numerous volunteers and Fall Festival leaders for a very successful Fall Festival event on October 31.  Pastor informed Council that this is the last year in his role as Circuit Leader.  His term 
ends on June 30.  Pastor announced that a congregational lay representative will need to be appointed in preparation for the District convention in St. Augustine which is scheduled in June 
2022.  Pastor Curt Adams was installed as Vacancy Pastor for Hope Lutheran on November 7.  Pastor Leavitt is involved with the pastoral call committee for Hope Lutheran.   

 

President’s Report 

Bob Brzycki informed Council that Dick Wilson is presently recuperating from surgery performed at Moffitt Center, Tampa.  Dick and his wife, Mary Jean, will remain in Tampa until cleared by 
physicians to travel to their new home in Illinois. 

 

Old Business 

Orval reported on the success of the Fall Festival, held on October 31.  He reported that it spent more than what was budgeted because it became necessary to rent a Bounce House for 
$250 as the fire department cancelled the use of its Bounce House due to COVID concerns.  He thanked the 60 or more volunteers who were involved in this outreach endeavor. 

The agenda for the Voters’ Assembly meeting, scheduled for Sunday, November 14, was reviewed and accepted by Council members. 

President Bob Brzycki read the ‘Letter of Appreciation’ for Dick Wilson.  This was distributed for Council’s individual signatures. 

Treasurer Bill Christensen presented a motion for Pastors’ housing allowances. 

 

Motion:  It was moved and seconded to approve 2022 housing allowances in the amount of $60,000 for Pastor Leavitt and $36,000 for Pastor Kuehn.  All present voted in 
favor and the motion passed. 

 

A motion was presented on the 2022 Proposed List of Church Council and Boards. 

 

Motion:  It was moved and seconded that the 2022 Proposed List of Church Council and Boards be approved in advance of  congregational approval at the Voters’ Assem-
bly meeting on Sunday, November 14.  All present voted in favor.  The motion passed. 

 

New Business 

The draft of the Incident Report, compiled by Parish Health Ministry board members Mary Luecke and Christine Wright, was reviewed.  Discussion took place on the form and its need 
for reporting accidents and injuries on church property.  Robert Morris will present this form at the Elders’ meeting on Monday, November 15.  Elder Dave Taylor will be asked for 
his legal expertise on this form. 
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We will be welcoming new members during the 
Sunday Worship Services on February 13th. If you 
wish to join, please call the Church Office and we will 
make arrangements to have you join the Beautiful 
Savior Family.  

Discussion took place on the actual procedures for reporting accidents and injuries which may occur on the church property.  It was noted that the Synod and District do not have published 
guidelines on reporting of accidents and injuries on church property.   

Pastor Leavitt presented the scheduling of Advent services.  Services will be held at 4:30 P.M. on Wednesdays:  December 1, December 8, and December 15.  A church supper will follow the 
services.  Senior Ministry/Parish Health Ministry will serve supper on December 1 and Elders will serve on December 8.  Bob Brzycki will contact absent Council leaders to inquire 
about serving on December 15.   

Discussion took place on the scheduling of the 2022 Church Leadership and Board Members Planning Retreat.  Council agreed on scheduling this for Saturday, January 29 from 9:00 A.M. – 
12 noon.  Pastor informed Council that the installation of 2022 church leaders and board members will take place during worship services on Sunday, January 30.  All leaders and 
board members are encouraged to attend. 

 

Motion:  It was moved and seconded to approve the Church Leadership and Board Members Planning Retreat on  

Saturday, January 29, 2022 from 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon in the Fellowship Hall.  All present voted in favor and the motion passed. 

 

Dennis Wilm expressed the concern of those parishioners who have not returned to attending worship services amid the pandemic.  While it is understandable that the very elderly members 
may not be able to return yet, discussion took place on the issue of how to encourage members to return.  Dennis read a Facebook quote written by an anonymous individual.  Rebecca 
had read this quote in a recent newsletter from her former church in Bristol, Connecticut and offered to share this.  This may be printed in the church’s December newsletter.  Pastor 
Leavitt reported that 16 family units, including 20-25 parishioners, have not returned to church.  This issue will be addressed at the Elder’s monthly meeting on November 15.   

 

Motion:  It was moved and seconded that Richard Wilson and Mike Hansen be removed from all signing authority from all BSLC accounts with South State Bank and that Robert 
Brzycki and Jerry Dalton be added as official signers to the South State Bank checking and savings accounts and to the Lutheran Church Extension Fund accounts and 
Certificates of Deposit.  All present voted in favor.  The motion passed. 

 

Bill discussed the need for Human Resources in the event employee issues should surface.  There are outside services available at a minimal monthly cost.  Robert Morris, Elders chairper-
son, will address this at the Elders Board meeting on Monday, November 15.  The board has a role in all aspects of church employment.  Robert will seek input from a board member, 
Mike Murphy, who possesses Human Resources experiences. 

 

Parish Health Ministry will open and close the Church Council meeting on Tuesday, December 14 at 7:00 P.M. 

 

Barb closed the meeting with a prayer. 

 

Motion:  It was moved and seconded that the meeting be adjourned.  All present voted in favor.  The motion passed. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 9:10 P.M. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Rebecca Reich Sammito 

Church Council Secretary 

Approved December 14, 2021 

  

Grief Share is being held on Saturday mornings at 10 a.m.  in 

the Still Building .   If you have any questions please contact 

Donna Taylor.   Please be sure to give this information to your 

friends and neighbors if they could be helped by this wonder-

ful program. 
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BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH 

VOTERS’ ASSEMBLY MEETING MINUTES  -   NOVEMBER 14, 2021 

 

Meeting was called to order by Vice President Bob Brzycki.  Those who are new members or who have never voted in the voters’ assembly meeting were encouraged to sign 

the constitution in order to become legal voting members.  46 members were in attendance.   

 

Pastor Leavitt opened the meeting with prayer. 

 

Bob Brzycki briefly described the purpose of the meeting. 

 

Treasurer’s Report  -  Bill Christensen 

2022’s church budget shows total donations and other income of $588,000 which is 2.2% higher than the 2021 budget.  Bill informed the congregation that an additional 
$1,000 of deferred revenue will be accumulated.    The total salary and benefit package has increase about 7.7% for the year.  There are now two new boards with their sepa-
rate budgets:  Parish Health Ministry and Senior Ministry.  There is also an estimated cost of having a dual secretary during Pam’s retirement transition.  $30,000 will be 
placed in the Capital Improvement Fund for 2022.  This was $48,000 in 2021 and will be used to fund future larger projects.  Parishioners are encouraged to fund their pledge 
for 2021 to make the 2022 budget work.  Bill thanked the parishioners for their financial support.  Dan Najjar inquired about the decreased allocation to the Board of Evange-

lism for which Bill provided specifics on this.  Vice President Bob Brzycki thanked Bill for his continuing service as Treasurer. 

 

Motion:  It was moved and seconded to approve the 2022 Church Budget Proposal.  All present voted in favor and the motion was passed. 

 

Stewardship – Dennis Bonneau 

Dennis informed the parishioners that Stewardship Weekend has been scheduled for the weekend of December 11-12.  Members are encouraged to complete pledge forms 

which have been placed into parishioners’ mail boxes in the narthex and to prayerfully consider financial support for the congregation. 

 

Senior Ministry – Dennis Wilm, Chairperson 

Dennis thanked Norm Kurtz for the planning and implementation of Super Seniors’ events throughout the COVID pandemic via you tube.  On October 21, Super Seniors 
commenced in-person fellowship.  Through recent surveys, Senior Ministry has identified 237 senior members of the congregation.  The board will soon be sending cards for 
birthday, anniversaries, illnesses, and for those who have experienced recent losses in their families.  With many social events on the calendar involving food service, Senior 
Ministry is seeking volunteers who can step forward to assume task responsibilities and oversight of specific functions.  Examples include:  room and table set-up, salad mak-
er, beverage preparation, etc.  This would assist Norm Kurtz greatly and free him to focus on other specific food preparations and facilitating the entertainers for the day.  New 
volunteers would be greatly appreciated to assume these routine tasks for each event.  Persons who are interested in assisting may contact Norm or any Senior Ministry 
board member.  Dennis offered a very special thank-you to Jo Ross for all of her endeavors in the compilation of senior members personal contact information.  This was an 

extensive undertaking designed to effectively have this information readily available for Pastor Leavitt, Pastor Kuehn, the church office, Church Council and board members. 

 

Fellowship – Laurie Legler 

Laurie informed the parishioners that volunteers are needed to pick up bakery supplies at the local Publix between 5:00 – 6:30 AM Sunday mornings.  A sign-up sheet is 
posted on the board in the Fellowship Hall.  We have adequate volunteer coverage in November and December.  Laurie suggests two individuals for these Publix pick-ups.  

While donations in the past have typically gone to Salvation Army, Laurie informed the congregation that bakery donations made be given to any local charitable organization.   

 

Pastor Leavitt 

Pastor Leavitt thanked the Board of Elders, Church Council leaders and board member for their role in navigating through the COVID pandemic.  The church has returned to 
its normal schedule.  Two new boards have been added:  Parish Health Ministry and Seniors’ Ministry.  Planning is being done for worship services for Thanksgiving, Advent, 
and Christmas.  Super Seniors’ has resumed in-person fellowship last month.  New members will be received during worship services on Sunday, December 19.  Pastor 
informed parishioners that the month of January has been filled with numerous activities. The Rev. Dr. Peter A. Meier, FL/GA District’s Outreach Director, will offer evange-
lism training during the January 15-16 weekend.  A workshop with Dr. Peter Meier, our pastors, congregation and other circuit congregations will be scheduled for Saturday, 
January 15 from 9:00 A.M. – 12 noon.   The 2022 Church Leadership and Board Members Planning Retreat has been scheduled for Saturday, January 29 from 9:00 A.M. – 
12 noon.   The installation of 2022 church leaders and board members will take place during worship services on Sunday, January 30.  All leaders and board members are 
encouraged to attend.  Pastor Kuehn will be honored for his 10 years of ministry at Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church during the January 8-9 worship services.  Cake will be 

served.   

 

Pastor Kuehn 

Pastor Kuehn spoke on behalf the Board of Evangelism who have been busy with many future plans for the congregation.  The Angel Tree will be on display, beginning on 
November 20.  Labels on the tree will contain details of Kinnan Elementary School and Abel Elementary School students’ gift requests.  Dan Najjar inquired about inserting 
Christian coloring books and Bible verses inside the gift bags for the children.  Pastor Kuehn agreed that this would be appropriate.  The board will be working with Lutheran 
Family Services in providing gifts for 55 individuals.  Doris Schnepel will assemble the lists with appropriate gift recipient details.  The lists will be on display, beginning No-
vember 20.  A total of nine welcome bags have been distributed to new Grady Pointe homeowners.  One couple will be made members of our congregation next month.  

Wednesday’s Bible studies via Zoom continue.  Pastor continues his Tuesday evening ministry at Thrones of Grace in Bradenton.  The LWML Zone Rally was held yesterday  
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 at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in Venice.  After having been the Circuit LWML pastoral leader for 7 years, Pastor will end his involvement in this role.  The Rev. 
David Dahlke of Lakeside Lutheran Church in Venice will assume this role.  The “Surviving the Holidays” class has been scheduled for November 20.  The next 13-
week Grief Share session begins on January 22.  Martha Music announced the church’s new website which contains the scheduling of all future church events.  Visit 

BSLC.TheChurchCo.com for further details. 

 

Vision 2025 Update – Bob Brzycki 

Vision 2025 Chairperson Bob Brzycki presented an update on the status of the Vision 2025 campaign.  It was established in August 2019 and recommendations were 
made for a five-year plan for the church in accordance with the church’s mission in the areas of evangelism, staffing, finances, programs and physical facilities.  Evan-
gelism will be the subject during the weekend of January 8-9 with The Rev. Dr. Randy Meier.  Plans will be made to address the transitions of Pastor Leavitt and Pam 
Rooney as they consider future retirements.  Pastor Leavitt confirmed a June 2025 retirement date.  He informed the congregation that the Board of Elders is usually 
the pastoral call committee but that this is subject to change if Council decides to expand the committee.  The Youth Board is busy with fundraising plans in preparation 
for the National Youth Gathering, scheduled for July 2022 in Houston.  A car wash and the Red Envelope campaign are being planned.  Bob informed parishioners that 

an ad hoc committee will soon be in formation as the church’s constitution and by-laws are in need of revisions.  The last revision was completed in March 1993.   

 

2022 Proposed List of Church Council and Boards 

Bob presented the proposed 2022 composition of Church Council and Board Members.  Bob asked for a motion on this and informed the congregation that though the 

list will be approved, members are invited to join any of the boards at any time.  You may contact Pam Rooney in the office or Bob Brzycki. 

 

Motion:  It was moved and seconded to approve the Proposed Composition of Church Council and  Board Members for 2022.  All present voted in 

favor and the motion was passed. 

 

Other Business 

Dick Evers asked about efforts to reach out to parishioners who have not returned to church amid the pandemic.  Bob informed parishioners that this issue was ad-

dressed at the November Council meeting and that the Board of Elders has placed this item on their November 15 meeting agenda. 

 

A reminder was provided for the sign-up of Thursday’s Super Seniors’ Thanksgiving event on Thursday, November 18.  There is also a sign-up for Thanksgiving dinner 

at 12 noon on Thanksgiving Day. 

 

Motion:  There was a motion and second to adjourn the meeting.  All present voted in favor and the motion passed. 

 

Pastor Kuehn closed the meeting with a prayer.  Meeting adjourned at 9:55 a.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Rebecca Reich Sammito 

Church Council Secretary 

Approved December 14, 2021 

 

Thank you to everyone who has provided sup-
port to me during my surgical procedure with 
their cards and prayers.  I am recovering, but 
doctors say it will take six weeks recuperation 
before I can resume safely my regular activi-
ties.    Orval Stuckemeyer  
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Thank you from my sister Linda Daley and I for all the prayers, words 
of comfort, cards, and love shown to us after our Mom’s death.   Also 
thank you for the prayers and the cards you sent to our Mom while 
she was in the hospital, she appreciated every one.     

 

Thank you Beautiful Savior Family.           Pam Rooney 
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Why do we give? Is it simply because God commands us to? Or is there more to it? 

To be sure, the Word and instruction of God in the Bible says we should give, and this is suffi-

cient to encourage us to give (Luke 6:38; Acts 20:35; 1 Cor. 16:2; 2 Cor. 8:7; Gal. 6:6). 

 

But there’s more to it than just obligation. We’re not just trying to fulfill a work of the law. We 

are bearing fruits of the Spirit given to us by our Father in heaven through His Son our Lord 

Jesus Christ. In other words, we’re not just doing what our Father said, we’re also doing what 

He did. 

 

Children emulate their parents. When they grow up, they often carry many of the same man-

nerisms and characteristics as their parents. But there is more to it than that. Children copy 

their parents even on a more mundane level. They watch how their parents cross their legs, 

how they fold their hands, how they stand and sit and walk, and how they do and say most 

everything. Then children try to copy it. 

 

This can be quite humorous when caught in the act. They do this even when parents don’t want them to. Everyone has been in the 

uncomfortable – and embarrassing situation – where a child does or says something one of their parents have done or said that is less 

than polite. Sitcoms thrive on these. It only works because of the truth that children emulate their parents, and they do it because they 

want to be like them. 

 

We are the children of God – by grace through faith. In Holy Baptism, God the Father declares of us what He declared of Jesus at His 

Baptism in the Jordan, “You are my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” God the Father claims us as His own. He takes away all 

our sins. In exchange, He gives us His righteousness, His purity, His holiness, and His Spirit – by which we cry out, “Abba, Father.” 

 

We are born again – born from above, born of water and the Spirit – to a new life in Christ as His children. We are sons of God in 

Christ through Baptism. Since we are sons, we are heirs who share in the glory of the Son of God. The inheritance is ours because of 

the Father’s grace, mercy, and generosity in sending His Son in time to save us for all eternity. 

 

This is why we give generously of our income to the work of the church. We want to be like our heavenly Father. We want to emulate 

His generosity by being generous ourselves. We give to the work of the church because we have witnessed the generous giving of our 

Father in heaven. 

 

More than that, we are recipients of it. It is because we have received our Father’s gifts that we desire to give ourselves. His gifts are 

not just spiritual. They are temporal and earthly as well. As Luther’s Small Catechism teaches in the Fourth Petition of the Lord’s Prayer: 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

What does this mean? God certainly gives daily bread to everyone without our prayers, even to all evil people, but we pray in 

this petition that God would lead us to realize this and to receive our daily bread with thanksgiving.  

 

What is meant by daily bread? Daily bread includes everything that has to do with the support and needs of the body, such as 

food, drink, clothing, shoes, house, home, land, animals, money, goods, a devout husband or wife, devout children, devout 

workers, devout and faithful rulers, good government, good weather, peace, health, self-control, good reputation, good 

friends, faithful neighbors, and the like. 

 

In other words, He gives us everything that we need for the care of both body and soul. His generosity knows no bounds. 

 

Therefore, we sit down at the beginning of the year, the beginning of the month, or the beginning of the week and set aside a generous 

portion of God’s daily bread for His work in the church. This is not done because He has commanded us so to do but rather because 

we, as His children by grace, want to emulate His generosity in our own lives. He is our Father; we are His children. And children want 

to be like their parents. 

 

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod - LCMS Stewardship Ministry - Newsletter article – October 2021 
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    On December 5, 2021, the Service Guild 
presented Carolyn Tudor with a Prayer 
Shawl and a Mantle of Caring.   Carolyn is 
in need of our prayers for an autoimmune 
disease. 

On December 1, 2021, the Service Guild visited June Gra-
ham to present her with a Prayer Shawl and a Mantle of Car-
ing.   June is in need of our prayers for comfort, relief from 
pain, and cure for infection. 

 

    June expressed that she finds "The prayer shawl to be 
warm and comforting which means a lot to me."  

Bob Graham is a member of Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church.   He 
is a U.S. Army veteran.  Bob retired on January 31, 2021, just before 

his 90
th birthday, as a volunteer with Veterans Outreach.  His geo-

graphical service area had been all of Florida.  Since his retirement, 
Bob has become a part-time volunteer with Veteran’s Outreach.  He 
still visits with the veterans in the Sarasota and Bradenton area to 
determine their needs for personal assistance. 

               On September 26, 2021, the Service Guild presented six 
lap throws to Bob Graham.   Bob was thankful for the six lap throws, 
and he will give each of six veterans a lap throw when he visits 
them.  Thank you, Bob, and thanks to all of the men and women who 
serve and protect our country.   Please keep Bob and all of our veter-
ans in our prayers.  

Prayer Shawl Ministry—Service Guild 
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2/01 Rick Moore 

2/01 Jana Flick 

2/04 Robert Cascio 

2/06 Gerry Ziegenfuss 

2/09 Sandy Hoffmeister 

2/09 Connor Flick 

2/10 Linda Walker 

2/12 Harold Schiferl 

2/12 Norm Kurtz 

2/14 Roger Race 

2/14 Chris Andersen 

2/17 Mary Jean Wilson 

2/25 Don Andersen 

2/27 Bob Graham 

2/27 Miranda Daley 

2/28 Judy Kalkwarf 

 

  

  

 

 

 

2/1969  Don & Chris Andersen 

2/05/2001 Linda & Chris Daley 

2/10/1973 Len & Elsie Najjar 

2/10/2000 Alan & Billi Miller 

2/15/1992 Julie & Warren Robinson 

2/20/2015 George & Judy Kartsounes 

2/29/1992 Robyn & James Robison 

DAVID C. ENGELHARDT 

July 28, 1938—January 26, 2022 

 

Our dear brother-in-Christ, Dave Engelhardt, went to his eternal 

home this morning.    The memorial service will be in Ohio on a 

date to be determined.    

 

Please keep his wife Donna Thomas, his son David, and their 

families in your prayers.    

JANET L. SCHILDBERG 

September 10, 1933—January 3, 2022 

 

Our dear sister-in-Christ and my Mom, Janet Schildberg, went to 

her eternal home January 3rd..    The memorial service for her 

will be Monday, March 7th at 11 a.m. 

 

Please keep my sisters Linda Daley and Cindy Verenski, myself 

and our families in your prayers.  
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Beautiful Savior 
Service Guild 

 

With Love, Serve 
God and Others 

IT'S THAT TIME AGAIN, FANS. 

THE SUPER BOWL WOULDN'T 

BE THE SAME WITHOUT         

ENJOYING A BIG BOWL OF 

CHILI.    

 
Back by popular demand, the ladies of the   

Service Guild will be selling containers of their 

"world famous" chili w/beans after services on 

Saturday, February 12th & Super Bowl 

Sunday, February 13th.  $8.00 per quart 

container.  

CARD MAKING MINISTRY IN  

FEBRUARY! 
We will meet on Monday, February 21, at 10:00 AM in the 

Still Building.  This month we will make a St. Patrick’s Day card 

for our Beautiful Savior homebound members.  Those who at-

tend wil then be able to make 2 birthday cards for their person-

al use.  A $5 contribution is asked to cover the cost of materi-

als.  Designs for the cards, all the materials needed, and step-by-

step instructions for making the cards will be provided.   No 

experience necessary!!   First timers welcome!!! 

Please RSVP to Joyce Adams (curjoy2@gmail.com; 517-317-

2303) by Saturday, February 19.  

We have two new members, Patti 

Jones and Dorothy Schawk.   Both    

ladies go to the 10:30 a.m. Worship 

Service.  We hope you welcome them 

to our Beautiful Savior Family.   

 

Pictures hopefully coming soon! 

mailto:curjoy2@gmail.com
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Many thanks to all who helped make our SuperSeniorS Winter Fest a huge success. 

The fellowship was sorely needed, the food was great and the music and message 

from Dave and Roger was really inspiring.  Having our brothers and sisters from 

Hope was a Blessing.  
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 February is a month for Love.  . Please 

join the SuperSeniorS to celebrate Agape 

Love ( the kind of unconditional love God 

has for all of us and wants us to show to 

each other). Invite your friends, neigh-

bors and relatives to join us for “A Day 

of Christian Love   and Fellowship” at 

noon on Thursday, February 17th. Enjoy a 

scrumptious lunch and awesome fellowship 

while your host introduces special guest 

performer Jonathan Elgart ( leader of 

Krossing Jordan).  Please sign up on the       

SuperSeniorS board in the fellowship 

hall, so we know how many to plan for.  

Want to enjoy some Christian fellow-

ship       ? Want to scarf some awesome 

snacks/ refreshments    ? Want some  clean/ 

fun entertainment ? Join the SuperSeniorS at 

1:00pm on Thursday, February 3rd for “The 

Pacifier”, a fun, funny, family spy adven-

ture, starring Vin Diesel. Bring your 

friends, neighbors and relatives. No need to 

sign up, just show up   .  

Some of our Quilters with all the quilts they made to send off 

to Lutheran World Relief.   There will be an article in next 

month’s newsletter.  Thank you ladies for all your hard work! 
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Pictures taken by Jo Ross 
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Thank you all for a fantastic SuperSeniorS Christmas party  . Ariella and Nic 

were incomparable, the food was great  , the host was ahhh well   and the 

fellowship was the warmest Christian fellowship ever. Special thanks to all our 

kitchen help, set up, clean up etc. Be prepared for a wonderful New Year and 

lots of fun new events ⛄️ ❤️  
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PRAYER REQUESTS   

 Betty Benishek—strength and healing from COVID 

 David Engelhardt—went to his eternal home, prayers for his family 

 Janet Schildberg—went to her eternal home, prayers for her family 

 Wonnor Yee—strength and healing following hospital stay 

 Pastor Todd & Jessi—strength and healing from COVID 

 Mary Luecke, strength and healing 

 Florence Young—strength and healing with congestive heart failure, at home 

 Carol RosenDahl—at home following stay at rehab for strength and healing 

 Carolyn Tudor—strength and healing from procedure for autoimmune disease  

 Linda Capriotti—in need of successful recovery, comfort and healing 

 Russ & Margarete Wiltshire—at home, still in need of strength and healing 

 June Graham—comfort from pain and cure for infection 

 Jo Najjar—strength and healing from back surgery 

 Carla Miller—blood clots, at home recovering 

 Uschi Frimberger—still has pain, in need of comfort   

 Linda DeGuzman—strength and healing of arm and hand 

 Bill Sloman—strength and healing from surgery 

 Virginia Johnson—cancer in colon and lymph nodes, in need of strength and healing 

GUESTS, FAMILY AND FRIENDS 

 Mother of Robyn Robison—strength and healing 

 Stacey Westenberg—cancer for third time, friend of Carolyn Tudor’s daughter 

 Earle Timmom—cancer has returned, friend and former neighbor of Carolyn Tudor 

 Joe Mazolla—strength and healing from cancer, friend of Lydia Paton 

 Bud Collins and son Curtis—strength and healing 

 Lynn Rumel—auto-immune disease affecting bones, daughter of Mary Lou and Carl Albrecht 

 Ruth Jean Bolt—strength and healing from upcoming heart surgery, cousin of Jane Schneeberger 

 Owen White—recovering from serious stroke involving blood clot on brain, nephew of Dolly Morris 

 Harold Morris—undergoing radiation for prostrate cancer, brother of Dolly Morris 

 Pam Osgood—continuing cancer treatment—sister of Bill Christensen 

 Rick Hillis—cancer in both his kidneys, cousin of Carolyn Tudor 

 Dawn—-diagnosed with skin cancer, daughter of Genny Dryden 

 Glenn Latta, Jr.—four year old coping with Leukemia, hospitalized with aggressive chemo, friends of George & Judy Koegel 

 Kim—breast cancer, daughter of Ken & Mary Laxton 

 Weston Hermann,—13 year old son of Jared, undergoing extensive chemo for brain cancer, friend of Darci Allison 

  Guy Montes—cancer , tumor in his brain, nephew of Willie Gwyn 
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Pictures from the Ladies Tea held on 

December 14, 2021 by the LWML 
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 3 Later, when they arrived at the Mount of Olives, his disciples came privately to where 

he was sitting and said, “Tell us, when will these things happen? And what supernatural sign 

should we expect to signal your coming and the completion of this age?” 4 Jesus answered, “At 

that time deception will run rampant. So beware that you are not fooled! 5 For many will 

appear on the scene claiming my authority or saying about themselves, ‘I am God’s Anointed,’ 

and they will lead many astray. 6 “You will hear of wars nearby and revolutions on every side, 

with more rumors of wars to come. Don’t panic or give in to your fears, for the breaking apart 

of the world’s systems is destined to happen. But it won’t yet be the end; it will still be unfolding. 
7 “Nations will go to war against each other and kingdom against kingdom. And there will be 

terrible earthquakes—seismic events of epic proportion, horrible epidemics and famines in 

place after place. 8 This is how the first contractions and birth pains of the new age will 

begin!” (Matthew 24:3–8, TPT)  

 

I wonder if every generation feels like they might be the last one here before Jesus comes back. I imagine many of us at 

BSLC might think that. We look around and see a country and a world spiraling into the abyss. We can’t help but 

wonder how long the Lord will let this last. And just like the disciples that asked Jesus, “when will these things happen?” 

We asked the same thing. 

 

We certainly hear of wars and rumors of wars as Russia’s seems intent on invading the Ukraine and China might do the 

same in Taiwan. Natural disasters seem to be on the rise all over the world. Horrible epidemics and famines are here 

also. Is the end near? 

 

I imagine many generations in the middle ages felt the end was near as wars raged throughout Europe and the black 

plague killed millions at a time. Fast-forward to the Enlightenment and wars and pandemics continued to rage. I wonder 

how many people felt the end was near during World War I which ended because of a pandemic. How about World 

War II? I imagine we can go throughout the timeline since Jesus’ ascension and find signs of the birth pains that will bring 

forth a new age. 

 

Jesus is emphatic that no one knows when he is coming back. That doesn’t mean many radical theologians haven’t tried 

to pick an exact date. They have all been humbled and humiliated. I would never presume to know the date of his return 

but maybe this insight might shed some light on the situation. This is my thoughts and not a “Lutheran” doctrinal 

position. I say this with this specific verse in mind: 3 …God our Savior, 4 who desires all people to be saved and to come to the 

knowledge of the truth. (1 Timothy 2:3–4, ESV)  

 

God knows the future and holds it in his hand. He knows when the last person alive on this earth will come to faith in 

him. Once that last person does will there be any reason to not come back? If that’s the case and we are still here that 

means there is at least one unbeliever out there waiting to hear God’s Word and be transformed by the hope of the 

Gospel. This also means we as God’s people need to be planting those seeds wherever we go, in doing so we will 

literally be ushering in God’s Kingdom at the very least in the hearts and minds of the lost. 

 

Hang in there, hopefully there is a revival on the horizon. Maybe one last great harvest is growing and waiting to be 

cultivated. Wouldn’t that be something special to witness and be apart of? 

 

          In Christ, 

 

         Pastor Todd 
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 SUN  MON  TUES  WED  THUR  FRI  SAT 

  
  

 1 
 
10 AM Service Guild Mtg 

2 
7 AM Men’s Bible 
Study 
8 AM Men’s Fellowship 
& Yardcare 
10 AM Women’s Bible 
Study 
   

3 
 
10 AM Quilting 

4 5 
  
 
10 AM GriefShare    
 
4:30 PM Worship Ser-
vice 
  

6 
   8 AM & 10:30 AM   
Worship Services* 
9:15 AM Bible Study 
9:15 AM Sunday School 
10:30 AM Contemporary 
Worship Service 
  

7 
 
   

8 
 
10 AM Crafting   
7 PM  Church Council 
 
 

9 
  
7 AM Men’s Bible 
Study 
8 AM Men’s Fellowship 
& Yardcare 
10 AM Women’s Bible 
Study 
  

10 
 
10 AM Quilting 

11 12 
10 AM GriefShare    
11 AM  Ken Zidlick 
Memorial 
4:30 PM Worship Ser-
vice* 
  
  

13 
 8 AM & 10:30  Worship 
Services 
9:15 AM  Bible Study 
9:15 AM Sunday School 
10:30 AM Contemporary 
Worship Service* 
 
NEW MEMBERS  
WEEKEND  
  

14 
 
10 AM Lwml Mtg 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

15 
 
10 AM Crafting 
  

16 
 
 7 AM Men’s Bible 
Study 
8 AM Men’s Fellowship 
& Yardcare 
10 AM Women’s Bible 
Study 
 

17 
 
10 AM Quilting 
  
Noon  Super-
Seniors   “A Day of 
Christian Love” 
with Jonathan 
Elgart 
 
 
 
 
  

18 
 
   

19 
  
10 AM GriefShare    
 
 4:30 PM Worship Ser-
vice 
  

20 
 8 AM & 10:30 AM  Wor-
ship Services* 
9:15 AM Bible Study 
9:15 AM Sunday School 
10:30 AM Contemporary 
Worship Service  
  
 
  

21 
 10 AM Card Minis-
try 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7 PM Elders’ Mtg 

22 
 
10 AM Crafting 
 
  
 
  
 

 23 
   
 7 AM Men’s Bible 
Study 
8 AM Men’s Fellowship 
& Yardcare 
10 AM Women’s Bible 
Study 

24 
 
 10 AM Quilting 
  
 

25 
 
   
  
  

26 
 
 10 AM GriefShare    
 
4:30 PM Worship Ser-
vice* 

27 
 8 AM & 10:30 AM  Wor-
ship Services 
9:15 AM Bible Study 
9:15 AM Sunday School 
10:30 AM Contemporary 
Worship Service* 
 
  
  
  
 
 

28 29 
 
 10 AM Crafting 

30 
  
 7 AM Men’s Bible 
Study 
8 AM Men’s Fellowship 
& Yardcare 
10 AM Women’s Bible 
Study 
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Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church 

7461 Prospect Road 

Sarasota, FL  34243 

www.beautifulsaviorlcms.com 

Pastor: Rossetter Leavitt 

Specific Ministry Pastor: Todd Kuehn 

Office Manager: Pam Rooney    

Website:  www.beautifulsaviorlcms.com 

7461 Prospect Road 

Sarasota, FL  34243 

Phone: 941-355-2798    Fax :941-355-3278 

Office Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9:00 A.M.– 4:00 P.M. 

E-mail: pastor@beautifulsaviorlcms.com 

              office@beautifulsaviorlcms.com 

              todd@beautifulsaviorlcms.com 


