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Pastor Leavitt 

Psalm 1:1    
1Blessed is the mana 

who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, 
nor stands in the way of sinners, 
nor sits in the seat of scoffers; 

2but his delight is in the lawb of the LORD, 
and on his law he meditates day and night. 

3He is like a tree 
planted by streams of water 

that yields its fruit in its season, 
and its leaf does not wither. 

In all that he does, he prospers.  

On Sunday, April 24, several members of Beautiful 
Savior dedicated a Jacaranda Tree in memory of 
Dave Engelhardt.  Dave took care of the grounds 
around the church, including flowers, plants, and 
trees.  In many ways Dave reminds me of the tree 
in Psalm 1.    “He is like a tree, planted by streams 
of water that yields its fruit in its season, and its 
leaf does not wither.  In all that he does, he 
prospers.”  Dave represents the character of the 
members of Beautiful Savior Family.   We are 
blessed with “Psalm 1:3 trees growing together in 
Christ through outreach, worship, and service. 

 

The tree in Psalm 1 grows beside streams, 
continually receiving nourishment from the water 
and producing fruit as the season arrives.  This 
simply and accurately describes the natural cycle of 
our communion with God.  He is always there for 
us – always providing for us.  From that provision 
flows our spiritual growth and ability to give to 
these around us. 

 

May we continue to receive the nourishment we 
need from God’s Word and the Lord’s Supper as we 
move into the summer months.   As we continue to 
grow in Christ we pray that they would provide the 
kinds of fruit in us that will glorify His name and 
help grow His Kingdom among us.  That’s the kind 
of tree in Psalm 1. 

  

 In Christ, 

   

  

Pastor Leavitt 

 

 

   

  

 

 

 

Donna Thomas with 

Pastor Leavitt 

http://biblehub.com/psalms/1-1.htm
https://biblehub.com/esv/psalms/1.htm#footnotes
http://biblehub.com/psalms/1-2.htm
https://biblehub.com/esv/psalms/1.htm#footnotes
http://biblehub.com/psalms/1-3.htm
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 BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

MARCH 8, 2022 

 

Present: Pastor Leavitt, Pastor Todd, Bob Brzycki, Jerry Dalton, Rebecca Reich Sammito, Bill Christensen, Barb Christensen, Orval Stuckemeyer, Robert Morris, Dennis Wilm, Pat Brzycki, 
Davey Davis, Martha Music 

Vice-President Jerry Dalton called the meeting to order.  Pat opened the meeting with a prayer. 

 

Motion:  It was moved and seconded that the minutes of the February 8, 2022 Church Council meeting be approved.  All present voted in favor.  The motion passed. 

 

Treasurer’s Report – Bill Christensen 

Bill reported that due to recent illness, the February financial report was not available this evening but would be presented along with the March financial report at April’s Church Council meeting.  
He did report that donations and other income is $10,000 greater than last year. 

 

Evangelism – Barb Christensen 

The board did not meet in the past month.  Martha Music suggested a church food drive for Manatee County’s Food Bank.  Barb reported that there will be a ‘baby shower’ for Community Preg-
nancy Center during the weekends of March 19-20 and March 26-27 and that it would not be a problem to have the food drive during these weekends.  Barb and Martha will coordinate with Pam 
about advertisements for these events on the website and in the weekly news. 

 

Youth – Davey Davis 

Davey reported that the board was continuing to work on plans for the National Youth Gathering trip to Houston in July.  A car wash fundraising event has been scheduled for Sunday, March 13 
from 9:00 A.M. to 12 noon.  The board will be assisting Fellowship Board with Easter brunch.  Davey informed Barb Christensen that some youth members may be interested in volunteering with 
Stephen Ministry.  Plans are underway for scheduling events during the summer for the college students.  The annual Easter Egg Hunt has been scheduled for Saturday, April 2 at 10:30 A.M.  
Parishioners are welcome to donate candy for this event. 

 

Trustees – Orval Stuckemeyer 

Orval informed Council that Service Guild has offered to pay for replacing chairs in the Fellowship Hall.  The option of sending the chairs out for repair, etc. seemed not to be a feasible option.  
Orval researched purchasing new chairs and he was able to purchase 50 chairs for $3,000 and this is half the cost of sending the chairs under warranty out for repair.  The chairs are presently 
on order.  Orval is looking into replacing chairs in the Still Building library.  A new 45-gallon tree in memory of Dave Engelhardt was purchased for $1100 and planted near the tool shed.  There 
have been some issues with the burglar alarm.  DeHart Security referred Orval to another company who determined that the system was fine and that it should be referred back to DeHart Secu-
rity.  They are scheduled for a service call on Wednesday, March 9.  Dan Najjar, a committee member, procured services of a bobcat to remove two large piles of debris on the property.  Dan 
inspected the Youth Building deck which is in poor condition and suggested replacing the deck with a poured concrete slab.  Orval informed Council that Dorothy Schawk provided plans for an 
on-site trail.  Bob Brzycki informed Council that the development of a master plan for the church facilities and grounds is one of Vision 2025’s goals and a committee for this endeavor will be 
formed in the fall.  Therefore, he recommended that the trail plans be placed on hold for the new committee to review. 

 

Stewardship – Pat Brzycki 

The board will meet on Thursday to discuss plans to offer assistance in the wake of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.  Pat informed Council that the board would like to encourage an annual Luther-
an World Relief Fund raising event at the end of the year if no other collection had been made.  Martha Music suggested “Giving Tuesday” in November as a date for parishioners to donate to 
the Lutheran World Relief Fund.  “Giving Tuesday” is the day after the Thanksgiving weekend.  Pat informed Council that the board provided input on the board’s job description to the Constitu-
tion and By-Laws Review Committee.  The board evaluated their yearly goals.  In May, a time and talent survey will be developed and presented to parishioners in the fall.  Martha suggested 
that the results of these surveys could be published in Church Windows.  2023 donation envelopes will soon be ordered.  The board is recommending the removal of “Debt Reduction” on the 
green envelopes.  Pat asked Council for suggestions to replace “Debt Reduction”.  Council members agreed that adding “Other” would be a suggested recommendation.  Pat inquired about the 
Vision 2025 envelopes and it was agreed that the church should continue contributing to this campaign.  Discussion took place on mission partnership possibilities.  Pat informed Council that 
BSLC donates annually to the District’s Mission fund.  Last year, our congregation contributed $60,265 to the FL/GA District of which 17% is used by the District for missions.  Pat distributed 
information on local mission partnerships that the congregation supports.  BSLC annually contributes to LWML, Angel Tree, Manatee County Food Bank, Community Pregnancy Center, Luther-
an Family Services, Bible Ministry, Backpack Ministry, Youth Board, Benevolent Fund, etc.  The board will be providing an article about this support of missions in a future church monthly news-
letter. 
 

Senior Ministry – Dennis Wilm 

The board held its monthly meeting this morning with President Bob Brzycki as a guest visitor.  Jo continues to keep the Senior Ministry list of members up-to-date and Pam maintains the church 
directory.  Members who have received greeting cards from the board have expressed thanks and appreciation.  A St. Patrick’s Day Super Seniors event is scheduled on March 17 in the Fellow-
ship Hall with food and Irish music.  Lunch at Linger Lodge is being planned for Thursday, April 21.  Plans for summer activities are being made.  The board will match funds raised from the 
Board of Youth’s car wash event on March 13.  The board is hosting the Lenten meal on March 16. 

 

Elders – Robert Morris 

Robert informed Council that the last board meeting was several weeks ago to review their board’s by-laws for the Constitution and By-Laws Review Committee.  Worship services are going 
well.  120 worshippers attended the Ash Wednesday service.  Pastor Leavitt and Pastor Kuehn will be alternating sermons for each of the remaining Lenten services.  The board will be hosting a 
Lenten meal tomorrow from Sonny’s BBQ. 

 

Pastor Kuehn 

Pastor Kuehn informed Council of the recent passing of Carroll Bennett.  Future services and burial will be private.  He will officiate at the baptism of Melanie and Dennis Bonneau’s granddaugh-
ter on March 19.  Pastor will finalize the Lutheran Hour Ministries program on Noah this week and next week.  Wednesday’s evening Bible Study will then resume after Easter. 
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Pastor Leavitt 

Pastor Leavitt updated Council members on the status of his injured knee after today’s medical appointment.  He thanked all those who assisted him at Sunday’s worship services and to all 
those who offered advice.  Prayers were much appreciated.  Pastor announced the recent deaths of Cheryl Kail and Carroll Bennett.  Cheryl’s funeral service will be tomorrow at 10:00 A.M.  
Arrangements for Carroll Bennett will be private.  New members were welcomed on Sunday, Feburary 13:  Betty Martin, Denise Hartman, Beth Loveday, Les and Kay Schwab, and Bob and 
Arlene Webb.  Prayers are encouraged for the families of Cheryl and Carroll.  Prayer Partners, under the leadership of Julie Robinson, will be hosting a breakfast event on Saturday, April 23 
from 9:00-11:00 A.M.  Pastor reports that the Constitution and By-Laws Committee Review has been steadfastly hard at work on the revisions of the church’s Constitution and By-Laws.  Re-
becca offered a brief update.  On Sunday, March 13, Pastor will be officiating at the wedding of Diane Christian’s son, Tony, and his fiancee’ on Lido Beach.  Hope Lutheran Church has ex-
tended a pastoral call to the Rev. James Krach from Our Savior Lutheran Church in Gladwin, Michigan.  Prayers are encouraged for Hope Lutheran and this call. 

 

President’s Report 

Bob reported on his attendance at this morning’s Senior Ministry board meeting, held at Jo Ross’s home.  He reported that the board is hard at work under the leadership of Chairperson Den-
nis Wilm.  Bob will attend each of the board’s meetings throughout the year with Elders in March and Stewardship in April. 

 

Old Business 

Dennis Wilm and Davey Davis reviewed information that was researched on insurance coverage for abuse prevention.  Atlas Insurance strongly recommends coverage for abuse pre-
vention.  FL/GA LCMS District no longer has an abuse prevention program and recommended Protect My Ministry, based in Tampa.  They are the largest provider in the country 
for background checks for churches.  The coverage and costs were reviewed and discussed.  Pastor Kuehn expressed reservations about the annual background check require-
ment, stating that one initial background check should be sufficient.  Martha Music offered that the County Sheriff’s department offers free background checks.  A committee will be 
formed to decide on the best option to protect against abuse of children and youth. 

 

Motion:  It was moved and seconded that a committee will be formed to review coverages and plans for insuring against abuse prevention of children and youth.  
All present voted in favor.  The motion passed. 

 

Stewardship Chairperson Pat Brzycki reviewed the history of BSLC Foundation and its dissolution, voted on by parishioners at the November 2016 Voters’ Assembly meeting.  Lack of 
interest and participation were the key factors for dissolving this foundation.  Pat presented the option of investments and an endowment program through LCMS Foundation.  
Tony Hunt is our LCMS Foundation representative and he was a speaker in October’s Eternal Life seminar.  Tony has offered to speak between worship services on Sunday, April 
3 (Bible Study will not be cancelled).  Council members and interested parishioners are welcome to attend.  Announcements will be forthcoming in the weekly news and April’s 
newsletter and on our church website.   

 

Motion:  It was moved and seconded that a 1-hour seminar individual investments and endowment by  Tony Hunt of LCMS Foundation be scheduled between 
worship services on Sunday, April 3.  All present  voted in favor.  The motion passed. 

 

Martha reminded Council members of the opportunity to advertise church volunteer opportunities on the church website.   

Voters’ Assembly meeting, scheduled for Sunday, May 1 at 9:15 A.M. will be held in the Fellowship Hall.  Agenda and details of this meeting will be discussed at the next Council meet-
ing on April 12. 

Fellowship will open and close the Church Council meeting on Tuesday, April 12 at 7:00 P.M. 

 

Pat closed the meeting with a prayer. 

 

Motion:  It was moved and seconded that the meeting be adjourned.  All present voted in favor.  The motion passed. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 9:10 P.M. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Rebecca Reich Sammito 

Church Council Secretary 

Approved April 12, 2022 
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We are getting ready to start “Greeting” our visitors and members again!   

It feels so good to have the door opened for you as you arrive, and a 

smiling face welcoming you into Church!   We have stopped this for a 

couple years due to COVID but are ready to start again!    

 

For those of you who have done this before, we encourage you to start 

again with us.   For those of you who haven’t done this yet, we hope you 

will join us in welcoming people here!    

 

For newer members, it is a great way to meet the people coming, and introducing yourself.   For 

those who have been members for awhile, it’s a great way to meet the newer members and of 

course our visitors!    

 

We also have a “Welcome Desk” that we hope to have someone sit at before and after each 

Worship Service (15 minutes before and 15 minutes after) to answer any questions, and if you don’t 

know the answer, find someone who does.    Please see anyone from the Evangelism Board, an 

Usher, or an Elder to find out more information! 

Attendance in Worship – We rejoice when members and visi-

tors join us in worship.  The Fellowship pads in the pews and rows are 

now available for you to sign at all worship services.  Please take a few 

minutes to let us know you were here.  You can report changes of ad-

dresses and other notes on these forms to keep your contact infor-

mation current with the church.   

       Name tags for members – So far in February, we are thankful that many visitors and seasonal 

guests have worshipped with us.  We also added seven new members to our congregation recently.   

It would be great if all members would wear their name badges to help our new members and guests 

feel comfortable and get acquainted.  In this way, we can reach out and welcome all who enter 

God's house. 

       Thank you for entering your attendance each week and wearing your name badges. 

Wednesday Bible Classes for both Men and Women 

will break following May 4th, and resume again on 

June 1st.     
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CARD MAKING MINISTRY IN MAY! 

YOU ARE INVITED 

 WHO: YOU 

WHAT:  We will make ‘Fourth of July’ cards for our Beautiful Savior home-

bound members and 2 Birthday cards for personal use. 

WHERE:  STILL BUILDING 

WHEN:  MONDAY, MAY 16 at 10:00 AM 

WHY:  FELLOWSHIP, FUN, and CARD MAKING  

RSVP by Saturday, May 14 to Joyce Adams (517-317-2304 or curjoy2@gmail.com) 

  A $5 contribution is asked to cover the cost of materials. 

  No experience necessary!!    First timers welcome!!   Hope to see you there!!! 
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Do we have a picture of your Mom for our Mother’s Day Video?   If you have sent to 

us in the past you do not need to send again.  If not please email a 

picture of your Mom and her name to office@ beautifulsav-

iorlcms.com.   We would also welcome pictures of you with your  

children!  

 

IF WE DON’T ACKNOWLEDGE  RECEIVING YOUR  PICTURE  

THAT MEANS WE DID NOT RECEIVE IT!     

 

Pictures needed by Sunday, May 1st! 
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 5/01 Casey Reinhardt 

5/03 Bobbe Matlock 

5/05 Marcia Reth 

5/05 Carol Ottobre 

5/06 Dennis Bonneau 

5/07 David Davis 

5/07 Cassie Davis 

5/08 Zachary Vagn 

5/12 John FitzGerald 

5/13 Robby Greenleaf 

5/14 Diane Christian 

5/15 Bryan Moore 

5/16   Anita Muhlhauser 

5/18 Kelly Kure 

5/19 David Schnepel 

5/21 Paul Nolting 

5/23 Julie Motycka 

5/24 Johnathan Proctor 

5/24 John Westberg 

5/25 Janet Roelle 

5/27 Sharon Staker 

5/28 Pearl Del Collo 

5/28   Helen Carroll 

5/28 Bob Matlock 

5/28    Sue Wilson 

5/30 Jane Sloman 

 

  

 

 

 

5/11/1976 Bob & Lydia Paton 

5/13/1978 Dan & Debbie Wagener 

5/15/1976 Pastor & Lynn Leavitt 

5/21/1988 Rick & Traci Moore 

5/22/1971 Bill & Barb Christensen 

5/23/1981    David & Julie Thieme 

5/27/1995 Charles & Ann King 

5/27/2006 Dan & Jo Najjar 

5/29/1992 Tom & Kathy Goering 

 

Our dear brother in Christ, Pat McInerney, went to 
his eternal home on April 2, 2022.    

 

A memorial service was held for him at Beautiful 
Savior following his burial at the Sarasota National 
Cemetery. 

 

We ask that you keep his family in your prayers. 

Thank you to everyone who helped out with the Easter Brunch this 
year.   Dan Legler and the Fellowship Board were so pleased with all 
the delicious food that was brought in, and all the wonderful members 
that took part in it!  

 

Thank you from the Congregation to the Fellowship Board for all your 
hard work!  It was truly appreciated from all of us! 
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It’s Senior Prom time    ! Whether you fondly remember 
your Senior Prom or have always regretted missing it, 

here’s your second chance  . Join the SuperSeniorS at noon on 

Thursday May 26th for great party   food   and refresh-

ments ☕, while enjoying and dancing to the awesome       

music    of the Sun Coast’s most renowned entertainer,  
Eddie Tobin.  

 

Invite your friends, neighbors and relatives but please 

sign up on the SuperSeniorS  fellowship  board.  

BINGO! Yes  , it’s time for snacks    , 

refreshments ☕️, Christian fellow-

ship          ❤️         and lots of 

prizes   . Join our SuperSeniorS at 
1:30 pm on Thursday May 12th. All 

friends, neighbors and relatives of 

all ages are welcome.   See ya there.  
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We thank all those who made the Good Friday Worship 

Service so special with the presentation of “The Weeping 

Tree” Cantata during the service.   Directed by Norm Vagn, 

narrated by Pastor Todd and Jessi Kuehn, sung by the 

Beautiful Savior Choir, and the students from Riverview High 

School and their instruments were wonderful.    

Norm Vagn with Riverview Students 
Pastor Todd and Jessi Kuehn 
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Lynn, Lois, and Pastor Leavitt Pastor Leavitt baptizing  

Granddaughter Louella Leavitt 
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Beautiful Savior 
Service Guild 

 

With Love, Serve 
God and Others 

On April 14, 2022, Doris Schmid of the Service Guild presented a prayer shawl to 

Priscilla Collett and one to her daughter Pamela Gigante.  Both of them are on our 

Prayer List.   They also each received a “Mantle of Caring” prayer. 

 

The ladies of the Service Guild would like to thank everyone 

for your generous support during our recent craft and bake 

sale. Your continued generosity allows us to provide many un-

budgeted items to aid the church, the staff and the congrega-

tion. We are truly blessed to serve you all. 

 

 

 

The Quilters are sad to see our Winter Quilters leaving to re-
turn to their Northern homes.  We will miss them, but will carry on in our work making quilts for Lu-
theran World Relief and for our congregation members.  Anyone interested in joining us is invited to 
come on Thursdays from 10 a.m. until noon in the Wayman Stills Fellowship Hall.  We will be happy 
to train you in the simple work we do.  Bring a sack lunch to eat after we do the quilting.   
 
The Quilters are always thankful to receive donated cotton material, and bed sheets and pillow cases 
that are new or lightly used to be used to make the quilts.  These items may be dropped off at the 
church office. 
 
Stop in and see what we do.  We’d love to have you join us. 
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Stewardship Board 
 

Thank you for your generous donations to the LCMS World Relief Fund designated to help our sisters and 

brothers in Ukraine.  Collections totaled $5,131.00 and will be forwarded to Lutheran Church Missouri Syn-

od.  Horseshoe Cove RV Resort in Bradenton generously donated $3,700.00. 

 

Below are some comments from the LCMS web site about how the financial assistance is being directed to 

help.  

 

 

LCMS INTERNATIONAL MISSION The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 

(LCMS) Office of International Mission (OIM) continues to work with the Rev. Serge Mas-

chewski, bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Ukraine (ELCU), to offer assis-

tance in the wake of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. Currently, pastors of the ELCU are vis-

iting their members and trying to aid anyone in trouble. Financial assistance from the 

LCMS has been used to buy helmets and body armor for pastors as they continue to 

minister to their people. 

In addition to helping provide protection for those delivering the life-giving Word and 
Sacraments, assistance has been distributed to ELCU congregation members and other 
refugees fleeing to the West. Additional aid has assisted those remaining in Ukraine, in-
cluding providing funds for: 
 
 Food, accommodations, documents and clothes for Eastern Ukrainian refugees who 
have arrived in Lviv and Vinnytsia; 

 A hospital in Lutskfor that cares for refugees and military personnel; 

 Congregations of the ELCU, including their members; and 

Food banks and medicine for the community. 
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PRAYER REQUESTS   

 Dolly Morris—at home from hospital with double pneumonia 

 The family of Debbie Miller, who went to her eternal home 

 John Gaul—strength and healing from surgery   

 Carolyn Tudor—at home after hospital stay 

 Priscilla Collett and daughter 

 Mary Laxton—strength and healing, fell and broke shoulder 

 Ozzie Hauswald—strength and healing, fell and broke hip, in rehab 

 Wonnor Yee—strength and healing following hospital stay 

 Linda Capriotti—in need of successful recovery, comfort and healing 

 Russ & Margarete Wiltshire—at home, still in need of strength and healing 

 June Graham—comfort from pain and cure for infection 

 Carla Miller—blood clots, at home recovering 

 Uschi Frimberger—still has pain, in need of comfort   

 Virginia Johnson—cancer in colon and lymph nodes, in need of strength and healing 

 

GUESTS, FAMILY AND FRIENDS 

 Kenneth Weiser—in hospital for tests, son of Beth Loveday 

 Barry Curless—in need of prayer as he fights cancer 

 JoAnn Beals—in rehab, in need of strength and healing 

 Dave Measell, lung cancer, with wife Linda as caretaker, brother-in-law and sister of Willie Gwyn 

 Luis Ottobre—strength and healing, might need pacemaker 

 Judy Harper—Brain tumor and surgery, cousin of Jane Schneeberger 

 Anthony Carlesimo—strength and healing following procedure, brother of Linda Stamos 

 Dawn—cancer—daughter of Ginny Dryden 

 Mother of Robyn Robison—strength and healing 

 Stacey Westenberg—cancer for third time, friend of Carolyn Tudor’s daughter 

 Earle Timmom—cancer has returned, friend and former neighbor of Carolyn Tudor 

 Joe Mazolla—strength and healing from cancer, friend of Lydia Paton 

 Bud Collins and son Curtis—strength and healing 

 Lynn Rumel—auto-immune disease affecting bones, daughter of Mary Lou and Carl Albrecht 

 Ruth Jean Bolt—strength and healing from upcoming heart surgery, cousin of Jane Schneeberger 

 Owen White—recovering from serious stroke involving blood clot on brain, nephew of Dolly Morris 

 Harold Morris—undergoing radiation for prostrate cancer, brother of Dolly Morris 

 Pam Osgood—continuing cancer treatment—sister of Bill Christensen 

 Rick Hillis—cancer in both his kidneys, cousin of Carolyn Tudor 

 Dawn—-diagnosed with skin cancer, daughter of Genny Dryden 

 Glenn Latta, Jr.—four year old coping with Leukemia, hospitalized with aggressive chemo, friends of George & Judy Koegel 

 Kim—breast cancer, daughter of Ken & Mary Laxton 

 Weston Hermann,—13 year old son of Jared, undergoing extensive chemo for brain cancer, friend of Darci Allison 

  Guy Montes—cancer , tumor in his brain, nephew of Willie Gwyn 
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Don & Chris Andersen   (2)  Family 
Dennis & Melanie Bonneau Honor of Family   
Bob & Pat Brzycki       Memory of Family   
Bob & Janice Cascio (4)  Memory of Parents 
Dick & Jean Evers   Honor of our Family 
Gloria Higgins    The Higgins Family 
Pam King       Memory of Alex King, Jr. 
Pam King     Memory of Alex King, Sr. 
Norm & Bee Kurtz   Memory of Bee’s Mom Laverne Baker 
Lois Leavitt    Memory of Pierce Leavitt 
Pastor & Lynn Leavitt  (8”) In Honor of Louella Leavitt Baptism April 17th 
Pastor Leavitt (8”)   In Honor of Lynn’s Birthday April 17th 
Carol Miller    Memory of Larry 
Dolly Morris    Memory of Husband Rudy 
Mike & Nancy Murphy  Memory of Linda Rhodes 
Martha Music (2)   Loving Memory of Music Family 
Dan & Jo Najjar    In Honor of Lillian & Len Najjar 
Dan & Jo Najjar    in Honor of Carroll & Sue Bennett 
Joyce & Doug Payne   Family & Memory of Loved Ones 
Julie & Warren Robinson (2)  Memory of Parents 
Pam Rooney & Linda Daley Memory of Mom Janet Schildberg 
Doug & Carol Rose   Memory of Parents 
Paul & Jo Ross  (8”)   Memory of Art Willaredt 
Harold Schiferl    Memory of Jane Schiferl 
Doris Schmid    Memory of Husband Otto    
Gail Weaver    Family 
Dennis & Ann Wilm   Honor of Family 
The Yee Family    Family 
 

EASTER LILIES ON THE ALTAR WERE PLACED BY  

THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE:  
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  Celebration of Life 

 

Lately, we have had a lot of “Celebration of Life” services these past 6+ months 

now. It seems to be the new trend when it comes to memorial services, not only 

here but also throughout our culture even outside of church fellowship. 

 

What exactly is a Celebration of Life service and why do we have them? For the 

most part, it is looking at the achievements that an individual had throughout 

their life. When it comes to Christians, I would hope the celebration is what 

Jesus has done for that person more so than what that person accomplished on 

their own.  

 

Everyone is great and happy and celebratory, right? Not so fast! Most if not all who have lost a love one they 

cared for very deeply are crushed by the death of the person their celebrating. To them I cannot imagine they 

feel like “celebrating” anytime soon! I think it becomes unhealthy for us to try to bury the sorrow and hurt we 

feel with the passing of a special person to us. I wonder if a secular society is trying to soften the blow that death 

delivers because there is no hope for them after this life. 

 

We have to make room and have time for a period of mourning in our life. There are places in the Bible where 

mourning is prevalent. 5 So Moses the servant of the Lord died there in the land of Moab, according to the word of the 

Lord,…  8 And the people of Israel wept for Moses in the plains of Moab thirty days. Then the days of weeping and 

mourning for Moses were ended. (Deuteronomy 34:5, 8, ESV)  

 

Read the story of Jesus raising Lazarus from the grave and you can feel the sorrow from those close to the 

family, even from Jesus… “Jesus wept.”  While the believer is certainly celebrating with Jesus and the saints, 

those left behind are crushed by the separation.  

 

I get why we have a “Celebration of Life” ceremony but it is alright and necessary to mourn. Death was never 

meant to be a part of life! We as believers are so very blessed that death doesn’t have the final say, Jesus does! I 

guess what I’m trying to say is in the midst of our sorrow we can still have joy in our hearts knowing our loved 

one is in a good place and that is something we can all celebrate. But it is okay if it takes time to feel like 

celebrating. Don’t bury the sorrow and hurt, let God walk you through it on the road to glory. 

 

We will be reunited with our loved ones some day and that hope is something to hold on to because our God is 

faithful and keeps his promises. 

 

56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 57 But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our 

Lord Jesus Christ. (1 Corinthians 15:56–57, ESV)  

 

         In Christ, 

          Pastor Todd    
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TRANSPORTATION HELP NEEDED 

 
 

The ability to travel around town, going wherever we 
want whenever we want, is a freedom that most of us 
enjoy. We take for granted that we can slip behind the 
wheel of a vehicle and drive off without giving it much 
thought. But for a growing portion of the elderly 
population, once routine outings like going to the grocery 
store, the library, social gatherings, or doctor’s 
appointments have become monumental challenges. As 
we age, health conditions may impact the ability to 
drive and we must find other methods for getting around. 

 

Research indicates that older individuals who are no 
longer able to drive attend fewer medical appointments, 
go shopping and out for meals less often, and reduce 
the frequency of their visits to friends and family 
compared to younger drivers. When a senior can no longer drive, this change doesn’t have to 
render them housebound or deprive them of engaging activities and a social life. 

 

Many elders look to their family members to fill this gap, but family caregivers don’t always have 
the time, resources and/or ability to meet all of an aging loved one’s transportation needs. 
Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church has members that have transportation needs.  The Parish 
Health Ministry Board is developing a list of members who would be willing to drive to various 
appointments or run errands.  The list of available drivers would be given to the member in need 
of a ride, and it would be up to them to contact a driver.  The driver is a volunteer offering a 
service “friend-to-friend”.  The driver would not be employed by Beautiful Savior or paid for 
providing the ride.  If contacted by a member but the driver cannot accommodate the request, he 
or she should feel free to decline and ask that another volunteer driver be requested. Agreement 
on the specifics of and acceptance of the request are between the member in need of the ride 
and the driver. 

 

If you are interested in providing rides or running errands for members, please email Mary 
Luecke: maryluecke@gmail.com or Christine Gruschkus-Wright: hut109@ yahoo.com or call the 
church  office @ 941-355-2798. 

 

Thank-you for considering helping with this needed and much appreciated service. 

mailto:maryluecke@gmail.com
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LWML NEWS:   

 

Hope Seeds:  We will be packing seeds on Monday morning, May 2 at 
10:00 in the fellowship hall!  Come and join us for 

conversations and supporting missions to the hungry.  We 
are also collecting freezer quart bags for them to use in 

packing the family packages of seeds. We will also present 
them with a $250 Thrivent gift card to help them in their 
ongoing efforts to help the hungry in the mission fields.   

 

Mites:  The FL/GA district has sent out an email to all 
the zones to dedicate our efforts in receiving mites in 

the next few months so that mission grants from 
2020-2022 can be fully funded before new grants are 

voted on at the September convention in Tampa. 
 With the covid restrictions of the last two years mites 

have fallen way behind.  So please bring in your mite boxes to the 
narthex or give them to any LWML member.  We send a check monthly 

to the district.  

 

New Members:  We are very happy to welcome Betty Martin and Lois 
Leavitt to our chapter.  New members are always welcome to join our 

group for fellowship and fun as we support the mission of the LWML to 
serve the Lord with gladness.   

 

Our next meeting is May 9th at 10:00am in the Still Building.  Please join 
us!! 
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 SUN  MON  TUES  WED  THUR  FRI  SAT 

 1 
 
8 AM & 10:30 AM   
Worship Services* 
9:15 AM Voter’s Mtg 
9:15 AM Sunday School 
10:30 AM Contemporary 
Worship Service 

2 3 
 
 10 AM Service Guild 
Mtg 
  

 4 
 
7 AM Men’s Bible 
Study 
8 AM Men’s Fellowship 
& Yardcare 
10 AM Women’s Bible 
Study 
   

5 
  
10 AM Quilting 

6 7 
 
Private Piano Recital 
 
4:30 PM Worship Service 
  

8 
 8 AM & 10:30  Worship 
Services 
9:15 AM  Bible Study 
9:15 AM Sunday School 
10:30 AM Contemporary 
Worship Service* 

9 
10 AM LWML Mtg 

10 
10 AM Crafting 
7 PM Church Council 
 
 

11 
  
8 AM Men’s Fellowship 
& Yardcare 
 

12 
 
10 AM Quilting 
   

13 14 
  
4:30 PM Worship Service* 
   

15 
8 AM & 10:30 AM   
Worship Services* 
9:15 AM Bible Study 
9:15 AM Sunday School 
10:30 AM Contemporary 
Worship Service 
 
   

16 
 
 10 AM Card Minis-
try 
 
7 PM Elders’ Mtg 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

17 
 
  

18 
 
8 AM Men’s Fellowship 
& Yardcare 
   

19 
 
10 AM Quilting 
 
 
 
 
  

20 
 
2 PM Memorial 
Service for 
Debbie Miller    

21 
   
 4:30 PM Worship Service 
  

22 
  
8 AM & 10:30  Worship 
Services 
9:15 AM  Bible Study 
9:15 AM Sunday School 
10:30 AM Contemporary 
Worship Service* 
 
  

23 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

24 
10 AM Crafting 
 
  
 
  
 

 25 
   
 8 AM Men’s Fellow-
ship & Yardcare 
  

26 
 
 10 AM Quilting 
  
 

27 
 
   
  
  

28 
 
4:30 PM Worship Service* 

29 
  
 8 AM & 10:30 AM   
Worship Services* 
9:15 AM Bible Study 
9:15 AM Sunday School 
10:30 AM Contemporary 
Worship Service 
 
  
 
 

30 
 
OFFICE CLOSED 
FOR MEMORIAL 
DAY 

31 
 
 10 AM Crafting 

 1 
  
 
 7 AM Men’s Bible 
Study 
8 AM Men’s Fellowship 
& Yardcare 
10 AM Women’s Bible 
Study 
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Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church 

7461 Prospect Road 

Sarasota, FL  34243 

www.beautifulsaviorlcms.com 

Pastor: Rossetter Leavitt 

Specific Ministry Pastor: Todd Kuehn 

Office Manager: Pam Rooney    

Website:  www.beautifulsaviorlcms.com 

7461 Prospect Road 

Sarasota, FL  34243 

Phone: 941-355-2798    Fax :941-355-3278 

Office Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9:00 A.M.– 4:00 P.M. 

E-mail: pastor@beautifulsaviorlcms.com 

              office@beautifulsaviorlcms.com 

              todd@beautifulsaviorlcms.com 


