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BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR  NEWS 
We Grow in Faith, as a Family, Through 

Outreach, Worship and Service, 
Volume 258 

June,  2022 

Pastor Leavitt 

Give kids a grand-new perspective!   Go off-
road for a MONUMENTAL adventure through 
the colorful canyons and sunbaked trails of the 
southwest.  By exploring God’s awesomeness, 
kids form a rock-solid faith for the road ahead.  
Monumental is this year’s Vacation Bible 
Theme for this special week in June.  The dates 
are June 13 – 17.  Each evening starts at 5 
p.m. and concludes at 8:30 p.m.  Cassie Davis 
is our VBS Director again this year, and we 
thank her for her leadership and work to make 
this a great week for the families and children 
in our community. 

 

Our Bible Point for Monday, June 13th is:  God 
loves you no matter what. 

 

The Key Bible Verse is “Your unfailing love will 
last forever.”  (Psalm 89:2) 

 

The Bible Story is:  Joseph’s family feuds.  
(Genesis 37) 

 

More Bible Points, Bible Verses, and Bible 
Stories will follow in the days ahead. 

 

We thank those who are volunteering their 
time and efforts for making this years’ VBS a 
blessed-filled week.  Also thanks to everyone 

who have donated materials and supplies 
that are needed by our teachers and 
workers that week.  Please keep our 
Vacation Bible School in your prayers that 
God will work in the lives of the children 
and families who will participate that week.  
We are excited to be hosts to those who 
come and are truly loved by God and us. 

 

Join us for this MONUMENTAL adventure. 

 In Christ, 

   

  

  Pastor Leavitt 

 

 

     

SUMMER VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
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BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

APRIL 12, 2022 

 

Present: Pastor Leavitt, Bob Brzycki, Jerry Dalton, Rebecca Reich Sammito, Bill Christensen, Barb Christensen, Dan Najjar, Robert Morris, Dennis Wilm, Pat Brzycki, Davey Davis, Dan Legler, 
Mary Luecke 

Vice-President Jerry Dalton called the meeting to order.  Dan opened the meeting with a Lenten devotion and prayer. 

Motion:  It was moved and seconded that the minutes of the March 8, 2022 Church Council meeting be approved.  All present voted in favor.  The motion passed. 

 

Treasurer’s Report – Bill Christensen 

Financial reports for January – March 2022 were distributed as there was no meeting in January and Bill was ill in February.  As of March, we are $18,000 ahead of last year’s donations and 
other income.  Expenses have increased with a $6,000 surplus for 2022.   

 

Evangelism – Barb Christensen 

Barb reported that she, Pastor Kuehn and Donna Taylor visited new homeowners with gift bags at the Grady Pointe community.  The collection drive for Community Pregnancy Center was a 
huge success with numerous donated items and $755 in money and gift cards.  The last class for Grief Share is Saturday, April 16.  Crutches and a wheelchair were donated for Joni and 
Friends.  Newcomer Arlene Webb has assumed the responsibilities of Bible Ministry.  Arlene has met with Jean Evers to discuss this ministry.  We thank Jean Evers for all of her efforts in this 
important ministry.  The greeters and Welcome Desk program are back in order.  Previous volunteers will be contacted.  Volunteers are needed and Pam will post an ad in the church newsletter.  
Doris Schnepel will present a brief discussion on the Greeter Program at the Prayer Partners Breakfast on April 23.  Greeters have been assigned for Easter Sunday.  The Awana program will 
be tabled until Barb contacts Woodland Church in Bradenton.  Barb will contact Stephen Ministry to seek more information about the program.  Pastor Kuehn has volunteered to undergo the 
Stephen Ministry training.  Doris Schnepel has ordered new brochures and pamphlets for the Welcome Desk rack.  Plans are being discussed to host a Board of Evangelism BBQ as a future 
outreach initiative. 

 

Youth – Davey Davis 

Davey reported on behalf of Cassie, chairperson for Children’s Ministry.  This recent Easter Egg hunt was a huge success, attended by 40 individuals.  The board thanked the congregation for 
their support in this endeavor.  Cassie has scheduled Vacation Bible School for June 13-17.  Sunday School is now being attended by 5 boys and one girl.  Board of Youth thanks the boards for 
their financial support of the National Youth Group gathering in July.  They are nearing their financial goal for this trip.  Youth from Hope Lutheran Church have been attending youth events 
monthly.  Due to inclement weather, the car wash fundraising event was cancelled and will be re-scheduled.  The board has been involved in a tee shirt design for their NYG trip.  Board member 
Kama has a friend who designs tee shirts. 

 

Trustees – Dan Najjar 

Dan informed Council that a tree, in memory of Dave Engelhardt, has been planted.  The concrete slab has been poured to replace the deteriorating Youth Building deck.  Work will begin on de-
mossing trees on the church property. 

 

Parish Health Ministry – Mary Luecke 

The board continues to contact those on the prayer list with recipients expressing much appreciation for the cards and thoughts.  Board member Chris Wright was approached by Orval 
Stuckemeyer about the possibility of future layperson training on CPR, ADE, and the Heimlich maneuver.  Mary asked Council for their input on how and when to coordinate this training.  Dis-
cussion took place and will be discussed at next month’s Council meeting.  Norm Kurtz has generously volunteered to drive members who require transportation to medical appointments or 
require other assistance.  Volunteer drivers were discussed and there is some concern on liability.  Members are encouraged to seek medical transportation services, available at a minimal fee, 
through Manatee and Sarasota Counties.  Further information will be published in the church newsletter.  Mary talked briefly on the new BSLC Emergency Response Guidelines.  A special thank
-you to all those who assisted in the formulation of this policy.   

 

Stewardship – Pat Brzycki 

Pat informed Council that Jim Luecke has ordered 2023 church donation envelopes.  Approximately $9,500 has been raised for Lutheran World Relief on behalf of the turmoil in Ukraine.  Funds 
raised from the board’s Lenten dinner has been donated to Board of Youth.  In meeting their goal for sponsoring educational seminars, the Board will be hosting seminars by Thrivent, Lutheran 
Church Extension Fund and LCMS.  They will be scheduled in November, January and February, following the Sunday 10:30 A.M. worship services.   

 

Senior Ministry – Dennis Wilm 

The board held its monthly meeting this morning.  Dennis informed Pastor Leavitt that Jo Ross recommends continuing the weekly announcements on signing the friendship registry books 
during worship services.  The board continues to send greetings cards to church members.  Norm Kurtz has been busy coordinating senior activities in the coming months.  On April 28, Frankie 
Lombardi will entertain at the Acapulco for a Cinco de Mayo celebration.  Bingo is planned for May 12.  A Senior Prom event has been scheduled for May 25 with entertainment by Eddie Tobin.  
A livestream event is planned for June.  A patriotic event will be held in July, and plans are still being worked out for August.  Dennis announced that he will be returning to Wisconsin in the 
summer months and Jo Ross will attend Council meetings from May through October.  Dennis announced a $1,000 board donation to Youth Board. 

 

Elders – Robert Morris 

Worship services are going well and streaming has returned.  The church continues to welcome numerous visitors, including those from the Grady Pointe community.  Robert reviewed the 
church schedule for Holy Week.  On Maundy Thursday, worship service will take place at 4:30 P.M. with communion and Stripping of the Altar.  “The Weeping Tree” Cantata by our choir with 
Music Director Norm Vagn and Riverview High School students will take place on Good Friday at 4:30 P.M.  Contemporary worship service will be held at 4:30 P.M. on Saturday, April 16.  Four 
services are available on Easter Sunday:  7:00 A.M. in the Prayer Garden, 8:00 A.M. traditional service with communion, 10:30 A.M. traditional service with communion in the sanctuary, and a 
10:30 A.M. contemporary service in the Fellowship Hall.  Easter Brunch will be served from 9:15-10:15 A.M.  Robert announced Elder liaisons accordingly:  Dennis Bonneau for Stewardship; 
Norm Kurtz for Music, Ushers and Trustees; Paul Morris for Sound Board; Mike Murphy for Altar Guild; Randy Thies for Fellowship; Dave Taylor for Evangelism; Paul Ross for Senior Ministry, 
and Robert Morris for Youth.   
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Fellowship – Dan Legler 

Dan informed Council that a local baseball event and a rodeo event will be scheduled in 2023.  Easter Brunch is being planned.  Dan informed Pastor Leavitt to remind parishioners to sign up 
with description of a donated food dish.  Funds from the brunch will be donated to the Youth Board. 

 

Pastor Leavitt 

Three new members have been received on April 10:  Loran and Sharon Balanz and Lois Leavitt.  Pastor thanked the Constitution and By-Laws Committee Review Committee for all of their 
efforts into the review and revision of the church’s Constitution and By-Laws.  Bible Study will not be held during Holy Week and will resume on Wednesday, April 20.  There are two upcoming 
memorial services:  Betty Benishek on Saturday, April 16 and Pat McInerney on April 19.  Pastor Leavitt and Pastor Kuehn will be attending the Prayer Partners breakfast on April 23.  Pastor 
Leavitt will officiate at the marriage of Carol Miller and Harold Schiferl on April 23.  Pastor’s granddaughter, Louella Leavitt, will be baptized during the 10:30 A.M. worship service on Easter 
Sunday.  The dedication of a tree in memory of Dave Engelhardt will take place after the 10:30 A.M. worship service on Sunday, April 24.  Pastor thanked the Trustees for the beautiful job of 
painting and remodeling of the Sacristy.  Prayers are encouraged for the following:  Debbie Miller who is on life support; Dennis and Melanie Bonneau on the loss of their son, Bryan, on April 
10; Lillian Perraut, mother of Linda Stamos, who is undergoing hip surgery as a result of a fall and for Hope Lutheran Church who has extended a pastoral call to the Rev. James Krach from 
Our Savior Lutheran Church in Gladwin, Michigan.   

 

President’s Report 

Bob reported that he will be attending the Board of Stewardship monthly meeting on Thursday and the Board of Elders monthly meeting on Monday.   The agenda for the Voters’ Assembly 
meeting on May 1 has been emailed to all Council members.  Bob asked members to email him if any of the boards wish to provide input at this meeting. 

 

Old Business 

Dennis Wilm and Davey Davis provided information on insurance coverage for abuse prevention.  They recommend background checks and video training for all employees of the 
church and all members of the Youth Board and Children’s Ministry Board.  Industry standard is every 3 years on background checks.  A 2-to-1 policy will be in effect if a confiden-
tial issue arises.  This would be accomplished in a visual area with the 2nd adult present and in visual contact.  Issues that need to be reported would involve Law Enforcement, 
parents, Church President and Pastors.  Cameras are recommended outside and inside all of the buildings.  Dennis and Davey recommend that Council consider the purchase of 
the “Protect My Ministry” program at a cost of $300.  A documenting report “Report of Suspected Child Abuse” has been drafted. 

Motion:  It was moved and seconded that the congregation purchase the “Protect My Ministry” program.  All present voted in favor.  The motion passed. 

Motion:  It was moved and seconded that background checks be performed on all church employees, all members of Youth Board and all members of Children’s 
Ministry Board.  All present voted in favor.  The motion passed. 

 

Pat Brzycki updated Council on the LCMS Foundation presentation by Tony Hunt on April 3 with 14 members present.  LCMS Foundation offers an endowment investment program with 
a 0.55% fee to LCMS.  LCMS Foundation would manage the endowment investments and BSLC would be responsible for its administration.  Pat will contact Dolly Morris and 
Joyce Brown in reference to a carryover balance of $5,191 from BSLC Foundation.  Stewardship Board will meet on Thursday to continue this discussion. 

New Business 

Mary informed Council that the BSLC Emergency Response Guidelines was reviewed and approved by Council members. 

Motion:  It was moved and seconded that the BSLC Emergency Response Guidelines be approved.  All present voted in favor.  The motion passed. 

 

Rebecca presented a synopsis of the Constitution and By-Laws review and revisions.  With the exception of By-Law/Article VII (Church Foundation), the draft is complete.  The board will 
meet on May 2 to discuss and review Church Foundation with Stewardship Board recommendations in mind.  Pastor Leavitt, Pastor Kuehn and all Council leaders and chairper-
sons will receive this draft via email from Rebecca.  This will be done in advance of the May 10 Church Council meeting to assure adequate time for reviewing.  If approved by 
Council, it will be brought forth in a motion.  Rebecca will then proceed to submit the entire draft, including By-Law/Article VII (Foundation) to the District in July.  District will review 
and approve this draft in August.  It will then be presented to the parishioners for a vote at the Voters’ Assembly meeting in November. 

An in-depth discussion took place on the subject of our congregation supporting Christian schooling (K-8th grade) on-site or to raise funds for area Christian school scholarships.  Home-
schooling on the campus would require a Florida-certified instructor.  Further research is needed and Board of Elders will place this topic on their agenda for Monday.  Further 
discussion will take place at the next Council meeting. 

Youth will open and close the Church Council meeting on Tuesday, May 10 at 7:00 P.M. 

Dan closed the meeting with a prayer. 

 

Motion:  It was moved and seconded that the meeting be adjourned.  All present voted in favor.  The motion passed. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 9:25 P.M. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Rebecca Reich Sammito 

Church Council Secretary 

Approved May 10, 2022 
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BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH 

VOTERS’ ASSEMBLY MEETING MINUTES  -   MAY 1, 2022 

 

Meeting was called to order by President Bob Brzycki.  Those who are new members or who have never voted in the voters’ assembly meeting were encouraged to sign the constitution in 
order to become legal voting members.  41 members were in attendance.   

Pastor Leavitt opened the meeting with prayer. 

Bob Brzycki briefly described the purpose of the meeting. 

 

Treasurer’s Report  -  Bill Christensen 

Bill informed parishioners that BSLC had a surplus of about $51,000 for 2021.  This was distributed to the following funds for future use:  Capital Improvements, Deferred Income, Insurance 
Fund, Evangelism Fund, Fellowship Fund, Parish Health Ministry Fund, Senior Ministry Fund, and Youth.  For 2022, we are showing a year-to-date deficit of about $4,000, compared with a 
surplus of about $4,000 in 2021.  Although April has not yet been closed out, it appears we could regain some of that differential.  More individuals are using their bank’s Bill Pay service for 
their donations to the church instead of using donation envelopes.  Questions on Bill Pay service may be addressed to Bill.  Some individuals are using a Qualified Retirement Distribution, 
paid directly to the church to satisfy their pledge and to receive a tax deduction.  Questions on IRA Distribution may be addressed to Bill.  As of this writing, BSLC remains in a strong financial 
condition due to the generous support of its parishioners. 

 

Board of Evangelism – Barb Christensen 

Barb updated the parishioners on all of the board’s outreach efforts.  The congregation continues its interactions with Kinnan Elementary School and Abel Elementary School.  Welcome bags 
are being distributed to the new homeowners of Grady Pointe, a planned community located across the street.  We continue to support Community Pregnancy Center in Sarasota, Forty Days 
to Life campaign, Bible Ministry, and the Throne of Grace ministry.  Grief Share classes ended recently and a new class will begin in the fall under the leadership of Donna Taylor.  Training 
classes on greeting and talking to potential new members were held in January.  Peter Meier, Executive Director of Missions and Outreach, conducted these classes.  The board will meet at 
1:30 P.M. on Tuesday, May 3 in the Fellowship Hall.  Anyone is welcome to join the committee which meets monthly.  The board continues to seek volunteers for greeting parishioners at the 
church’s door prior to worship services.  A volunteer is also needed to remain at the Visitor’s Desk for distribution of reading materials for visitors.  Tentative plans are being made to begin 
the Awana program in the fall and for the Stephen Ministry to begin in the future.  The Awana program would serve area youth from ages 2-18 with various activities to spread God’s word, 
combined with crafts appropriate for each age grouping.  Stephen Ministry offers a proven and effective way to organize, equip, and supervise a team of congregation members, call Stephen 
Ministers, to provide one-to-one Christ-centered care to people in the congregation and the community experiencing life difficulties.  Barb is a trained Stephen leader and Pastor Kuehn will 
become a trained Stephen leader.  Further details on Stephen Ministry are forthcoming.   

 

Board of Trustees – Orval Stuckemeyer 

Orval informed parishioners of the recent dedication of the jacaranda tree in memory of Dave Engelhardt who was a very active Trustees member and passed away in January.  The con-
crete slab has been poured to replace the deteriorating Youth Building deck.  De-mossing and trimming of the trees have been started and will continue.  New mulch will be placed on the 
grounds this weekend with the assistance of Youth Board members.  Windows of the church and Fellowship Hall have recently been cleaned.  New Fellowship Hall chairs have been placed 
on order and we thank Service Guild for providing the funds for this.  The sacristy and choir room have recently been re-painted.  Painting of the sanctuary is on hold.  Drywall repair has 
been completed in the Sound Booth.  Irrigation sprinkler heads will be checked and re-directed for improved lawn/plant watering.     

 

Pastor Kuehn 

Pastor Kuehn updated the parishioners on recent Board of Evangelism projects.  Bible Study via Zoom continues weekly on Wednesdays at 7:00 P.M. and in the Fellowship Hall on Sundays 
at 9:15 A.M.  All are invited to attend and participate.  Pastor recently officiated at the Baptism of Hailey Bonneau, granddaughter of Dennis and Melanie Bonneau.  Pastor asked parishioners 
to keep Dennis and Melanie in their prayers upon the recent and unexpected passing of Hailey’s dad, Bryan.  Dorothy Shauck inquired as to future plans for inviting residents of a new assist-
ed living facility being built on the corner of Prospect and Tallevast.   

  

Pastor Leavitt 

Pastor Leavitt thanked the congregation for their participation in the weekly Lenten services, followed by a supper in the Fellowship Hall.  Special thanks to all the boards for sponsoring these 
supper meals.  Several memorial services have held here at the church.  On April 24, a new jacaranda tree was planted and dedicated in memory of Dave Engelhardt, an active Trustees 
member.  Pastor thanked all the Trustees for beautifully maintaining the church grounds.  The congregation has been receiving numerous visitors.  Pastor encouraged all of us to cordially 
greet them and invite them to Fellowship Hall events.  The Constitution and By-Laws Review Committee has been hard at work to revise our present Constitution and By-Laws under the 
leadership of Mike Murphy.  Voting members will learn more about this at the next Voters’ Assembly meeting in the fall.  Pastor informed parishioners that his term as Circuit Leader for the 
Florida/Georgia District will end in June upon culmination of the District Convention on June 16-18.  The Rev. Dr. R. Brian Stolarczyk of Lutheran Church of the Cross in Port Charlotte will 
assume this role.  The Rev. James Krach from Our Savior Lutheran Church in Gladwin, Michigan has accepted the call to become pastor of Hope Lutheran Church in Bradenton.  He will be 
installed in June with his wife, Jennifer joining him.   

 

Vision 2025 Update – Bob Brzycki 

Vision 2025 Chairperson Bob Brzycki presented an update on the status of the Vision 2025 campaign.  It was established in August 2019 and recommendations were made for a five-year 
plan for the church in accordance with the church’s mission in the areas of evangelism, staffing, finances, programs and physical facilities.  Outreach programs through the Board of Evange-
lism continue to be ongoing.  Pastor Leavitt plans to retire in 2025 and the Board of Elders will be involved in the call process in the future.  Office Manager Pam Rooney has announced her 
official retirement date of January 11, 2023.  Senior Ministry Board, a recommendation cited in the Vision 2025 goals, has been actively involved with sending handwritten notes to 145 mem-
bers in 2022.  Notes are being sent for special occasions.   

Care and encouragement are provided for those who request prayers and expressions of sympathy are being sent to those who’ve lost family members.  Super Seniors’ monthly activities 
continue with movie/game days with fellowship and snacks, live entertainment, excellent food and off-site activities.  Cinco de Mayo was celebrated this past week at Acapulco Restaurant.  
The board will continue interactions with Parish Health Ministry and the Board of Youth.  Sunday School for 4 boys and 1 girl (pre-K through 5th grade) continues under the leadership of 
Cassie Davis.  In July, youth will be attending the National Youth Gathering in Houston.  Youth has been involved in numerous church activities, including the sponsoring of a Lenten supper 
and maintaining church grounds.  Music Ministry under the leadership of Norm Vagn continues.  While new choir members have joined, they have also lost members.  Interested persons 
may contact Norm Vagn.  Music Ministry will continue to publicize their ministry through outreach and church membership.  The Constitution and By-Laws Review Committee, under the 
leadership of Mike Murphy, will have its final meeting on May 2.  Parish Health Ministry, a new recommendation in the Vision 2025 goals, has been busy with the development of emergency 
guidelines for the church, blood drives, blood pressure screenings between services on selected Sundays, and presentation of wellness programs.  We thank PHM for their role during the 
COVID pandemic in following up-to-date CDC guidelines to keep our church members safe.  Future plans will be made for a Master Plan for the church facilities and grounds.  Through the 
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 generosity of our members, the church debt has been eliminated, hurricane protection through new windows have been installed, repairs to the church roof have been made, and exterior 
painting has been completed with some interior painting done.  Air conditioning replacement will be done as needed.   

 

Constitution and By-Laws Review Committee – Mike Murphy 

Mike announced and thanked the following committee members:  Jo Ross, Marian Murdoch, Rebecca Reich Sammito, Dennis Bonneau and Randy Thies.  Special thanks were offered for 
Pastor Leavitt who attended all meetings, held January through May.  The church’s Constitution and By-Laws were developed in 1994 with its last revision in 1998.  The committee agreed 
that the original Constitution and By-Laws served the congregation well all these years and through lively and open discussions, committee members were hard at work doing revisions for 
boards’ job descriptions.  Members were assigned boards to interview and obtain information necessary to update.  The committee will meet May 2 and the draft will be presented to the 
Church Council on May 10 for their review and approval.  Upon their approval, Rebecca will submit the draft to the District in July for their approval in August.  The draft will then be present-
ed to parishioners at the Voters’ Assembly meeting in the fall for a vote of approval.   

 

Other Business 

Jean Evers, former Bible Ministry leader, announced its new leader, Arlene Webb.  Arlene and Bob have recently joined Beautiful Savior. 

Jo Ross reminded parishioners to sign the Friendship Registry books on a weekly basis and thanked all those who have signed the books.  This will help to monitor attendance as well 
as recognizing visitors.  Carol Rose sends out a one-time note to all new visitors.  

Pastor Kuehn encouraged a round of applause for Jean and Dick Evers for their faithful service to Bible Ministry.  And a special thank-you to Arlene Webb for taking over the reins.  

Motion:  There was a motion and second to adjourn the meeting.  All present voted in favor and the motion passed. 

Pastor Kuehn closed the meeting with a prayer.  Meeting adjourned at 10:00 A.M. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Rebecca Reich Sammito, Church Council Secretary 

Approved May 10, 2022 

Stewardship Board  

 
Quote from LCMS (Lutheran Church Missouri Synod) 

https://makingdisciples-resources.lcms.org/local-missions/ 

 

God also knows these experiences have the power to change us 
at our core as we take our eyes off ourselves and look beyond our 
own needs. There is nothing to earn or gain through our actions. 
Serving our neighbor is simply giving thanks for what Jesus has 
done. To quote Martin Luther, “God does not need your good 
works, but your neighbor does.” 
 
Beautiful Savior contributes each year to the Florida/Georgia District 
10% of our congregation contributions to support God’s work.  From that contribution, 17% goes towards mission work desig-
nated by the district.  Beautiful Savior generously supports local mission ministries on an ongoing basis. 
 

LWML – Lutheran Women’s Missionary League 

 School Backpack Program (Abel and Kinnan Elementary Schools) 

Angel Tree (Abel and Kinnan Elementary Schools) 

 Community Pregnancy Center 

 Mother’s Helping Mothers 

 Wheels for the World 

 Outreach of Joni & Friends 

 Lutheran Social Services – Christmas Gifts  

 Manatee County Food Bank  

 Pastor Todd’s Men’s Group – Thrones of Grace 

 Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church Youth 

 Benevolent (Mission) Fund 

Concordia College selected college student given Collections from Bible Study on 1st Sunday of the month 

 Bible Ministry  

 Foreign Missionary 

 Special Outside Speakers – Missionary – Music 

 US Military Services – Manatee Operations Troop Support 

 Local collection for LCMS – Lutheran World Disaster Relief 

 

Thank you for your continued support for these missions! 

https://makingdisciples-resources.lcms.org/local-missions/
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 SUMMER WEDNESDAY MORNING   BIBLE 
STUDIES 

We invite you to spend some time with us as we study some topics 
with a Biblical connection during the summer months.  Our first study 
is called:  “Out of Nothing:  The Word, Creation, and Faith.” 

In this Bible study, we will consider theories of evolution, the 
plausibility of random chance, man’s spiritual and physical nature, and 
how God’s creation and salvation are intrinsically linked in the person of Jesus Christ.  We 
will be looking at those topics in June. 

 June 8  -  “When a Day is Just a Day” 

 June 15  -  “Human Authority vs. Divine Authority” 

 June 22  -  “Faith Meeting Facts” 

 June 29  -  “Foundation for Evangelism” 

 

The Men meet at 7 a.m. and the Women meet at 10:00 a.m.   Come join us for Fellowship, 
Prayer, and Bible Study. 

Thank you again from your Evangelism Board.   A 

couple of us took your donations to the Community 

Pregnancy Center and they were overjoyed.  They 

shared stories with us on how our donations help with 

decisions being made, and we hope to have them come 

out and share with all of us. 
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ALTAR FLOWERS —  We are now using a new Florist, 

Tallevast Florist (941-870-3020), for our Altar Flowers .     

Please let me know what you think!   And if you need flow-

ers in the future please call them and give them a try, and tell 

them you are a member at Beautiful Savior!  

 

The flowers are still $50 an arrangement, and we hope you 

sign up to dedicate to yourselves, friends or family.   We ask that you return the vase 

that they come in when not needed anymore, as we return to the Florist to help 

keep our costs low.  Thank you for helping us keep fresh flowers on our Altar! 

 We are so grateful to 

Norm, Melissa, Nicholas, 

and Zachary Vagn for all 

their hard work, volun-

teering their time to be 

our Praise Team Band for 

the Contemporary Wor-

ship Services. 

Thank You! 
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6/02 Uschi Frimberger 

6/06 Mary Lou Albrecht 

6/06 Becky Harris 

6/06 Bill Sloman 

6/08 Joseph Nibert 

6/08 Rebecca Sammito 

6/09 Martha Music 

6/10 Doris Schmid 

6/10 Barbara Loreto 

6/10 Melissa Vagn 

6/11 Thom Dillman 

6/12 Craig Mebane 

6/12 Connie Proctor 

6/13 Ellan McMorrow 

6/15 Terry Jones 

6/18 June Graham 

6/18 Robert Morris 

6/19 George Kartsounes 

6/23 Ken Laxton 

6/25 Carla Jean Miller 

6/26 Dan Najjar 

6/28 Len Najjar, Jr. 

6/28 Jack Blessee 

6/29 Doris Schnepel 

6/30 Mary Armstrong 

  

 

 

 

6/03/1989 George & Rebecca Sammito 

6/03/2006 John & Martha Fitzgerald 

6/07/2008 Paul & Jo Ross 

6/09/1979 Orval & Judy Stuckemeyer 

6/12/1988 Ralph & Jinny Scheffert 

6/13/1970 Norm & Bee Kurtz 

6/16/2012 Gerald & Barbara Cefola 

6/17/2012 Richard & Peggy Graven 

6/20/1979 Bill &  Marian Murdoch 

6/22/1958 Dick & Jean Evers 

6/23/1973 George & Judith Koegel 

6/24/1989 Paul & Kim Morris 

6/28/1975 Bob & June Graham 

6/29/2013 Robby & Kama Greenleaf

  

I just wanted to thank everyone who prayed, sent cards, 
texts, emails, offers for meals, etc when I had surgery last 

Thursday. I’m as good as can be. In a bit of pain in the ear-
ly morning but getting along well. It never ceases to amaze 

me the amount of love this congregation has for those who 
are hurting. I feel the outpouring of care and love for me 

and I can’t tell you how much I appreciate it. Thank you from the 
bottom of my heart.        Jessi Kuehn 

Attendance in Worship – We 

rejoice when members and visitors join us in 

worship.  The Fellowship pads in the pews 

and rows are now available for you to sign at 

all worship services.  Please take a few minutes to let us 

know you were here.  You can report changes of addresses 

and other notes on these forms to keep your contact 

information current with the church.   
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Pearl Del Collo went to her eternal home on Thursday, May 
26th, just two days before she would of turned 103!  

   

There will be a private service for her at the National Ceme-
tery.  

 

Deborah  (Debbie) Miller passed away April 16, 2022.  

There was  a Celebration of Deborah's Life on Friday, 
May 20th at 2:00 pm at Beautiful Savior Lutheran 
Church.   Please keep her family in your prayers. 

     
Virginia Johnson went to her eternal home on May 14th.   The 

Memorial Service for Virginia Johnson will be Friday, June 10th, 

at 10 a.m.    Please keep her family in prayer, and, if you are 

able, please join us for the service. 

     
Wonnor Yee went to her eternal home on May 12th.    Please 

keep Celeste and her family in prayer at this time.  There will 

be a service for her in New York by their family and friends.  

We will let you know if anything will be done here at a later 

date. 

There are new Directory’s placed in the Magazine 

Rack on the wall leading into the Fellowship Hall.   

They are run periodically but some people are not 

aware that they are there.   Pick one up so you have 

the latest information.  Thank you! 
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Paul & Jo Ross 

Bill & Barb Christensen 

Robert & Anita Muhlhauser 

Joyce Payne 

Doris Schmid, Casey Reinhardt, 

& Guest Entertainer Eddie Tobin 
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Norm & Bee Kurtz 
Pastor & Lynn Leavitt (in the 

same Prom Dress) 
Lynn Leavitt (in her original 

Prom Dress for the first time) 

Pastor & his Mom Lois Leavitt 
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Beautiful Savior 
Service Guild 

 

With Love, Serve 
God and Others 

 

 

 

We are very thankful for the recent donation of used bed 

sheets for the Quilters to use in making the quilts for 

Lutheran World Relief.  We are always happy to receive new 

or lightly used sheets.  

Donations may be dropped off at the church office and will 

be put to good use. 

The Quilters meet in the Wayman Stills Fellowship Hall on Thursdays from 10 

a.m. until noon when we break to have lunch together.  If you are interested 

in joining us in our work, or just in coming to see what we are doing, we 

would be happy to see you. 
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Thank you to all who attended and enjoyed 

our Seniors Prom. The food was great  ,  the 

entertainment was awesome  ,the fellowship 

        was the best and the jokes 
were, well...  

 

With the snowbirds ❄ Gone and a lot of lo-
cals headed north to visit family, we will 

forgo a luncheon event in June, but invite 

you to join us on June 9th at 1:30 for snacks    and 
refreshments and more Christian fellowship while enjoying 

“ The Pink Panther “ starring Steve Martin, Kevin Kline 

and Beyoncé. Please invite your friends, neighbors and 

relatives to join you.  

Father’s Day is coming up on June 19th, and 

we will be showing our Slide Show once 

again during our Worship Services that 

weekend.  If you have not yet submitted a 

picture of your Dad, or yourself with your 

kids, please email one to office@ beautiful-

saviorlcms.com and we will put it in this 

year!   PICTURES NEEDED BY JUNE 13TH! 

Our thanks to all of you for your cards and  well wishes for 

our Wedding Anniversary.   

      Pastor & Lynn Leavitt 

For the month of June … 

Congregation members are invited to bring 

baked goods or fruit to share during Sunday 

fellowship.      THANK YOU    

     Beautiful Savior Fellowship Board 
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PRAYER REQUESTS   

 June Graham—strength and healing, n rehab after 8 day hospital stay 

 Bob Graham—strength and healing, in-home rehab after suffering falls  

 Jessi Kuehn—prayers for comfort and strength for recovering from  surgery on right 
ankle   

 Laura Hysell—strength and healing 

 Mary Lou Albrecht—strength and healing from knee surgery 

 Judy Stuckemeyer—strength and healing from surgery 

 Barb Christensen—strength and healing from procedures 

 Priscilla Collett and daughter 

 Mary Laxton—strength and healing, fell and broke shoulder 

 Linda Capriotti—in need of successful recovery, comfort and healing 

 Russ & Margarete Wiltshire—at home, still in need of strength and healing 

 Carla Miller—blood clots, at home recovering 

 Uschi Frimberger—still has pain, in need of comfort   

  

GUESTS, FAMILY AND FRIENDS 

 The residents of Uvalde, Texas — comfort and healing 

 Kenneth Weiser—strength and healing, son of Beth Loveday 

 Barry Curless—in need of prayer as he fights cancer 

 JoAnn Beals—in rehab, in need of strength and healing 

 Dave Measell, lung cancer, with wife Linda as caretaker, brother-in-law and sister of Willie Gwyn 

 Judy Harper—Brain tumor and surgery, cousin of Jane Schneeberger 

 Anthony Carlesimo—strength and healing following procedure, brother of Linda Stamos 

 Dawn—cancer—daughter of Ginny Dryden 

 Mother of Robyn Robison—strength and healing 

 Joe Mazolla—strength and healing from cancer, friend of Lydia Paton 

 Bud Collins and son Curtis—strength and healing 

 Lynn Rumel—auto-immune disease affecting bones, daughter of Mary Lou and Carl Albrecht 

 Ruth Jean Bolt—strength and healing from heart surgery, cousin of Jane Schneeberger 

 Pam Osgood—continuing cancer treatment—sister of Bill Christensen 

 Rick Hillis—cancer in both his kidneys, cousin of Carolyn Tudor 

 Glenn Latta, Jr.—four year old coping with Leukemia, hospitalized with aggressive chemo, friends of George & Judy Koegel 

 Kim—breast cancer, daughter of Ken & Mary Laxton 

 Weston Hermann,—13 year old son of Jared, undergoing extensive chemo for brain cancer, friend of Darci Allison 

 Guy Montes—cancer , tumor in his brain, nephew of Willie Gwyn 

 

A heartfelt thank you to all of you that sent cards, called, visited and even brought meals during 
my recent illness.  I am so blessed to be a part of Beautiful Savior and the wonderful friends 
there.  Thank you Pastor Leavitt and Pastor Todd for your visits also.    

God is good!      Dolly Morris 
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Is it dementia or depression? 
 

In older adults who experience intellectual decline, it’s sometimes difficult to tell whether the cause is dementia or depression. 

Both disorders are common in later years, and each can lead to the other. 

 

Depression in the elderly can also lead to a phenomenon called pseudodementia—an apparent intellectual decline that stems 

from a lack of energy or effort. People with this problem are often forgetful, move slowly, and have low motivation as well as 

mental slowing. They may or may not appear depressed. This syndrome responds well to treatments for depression. As mood 

improves, a person’s energy, ability to concentrate, and intellectual functioning usually return to previous levels. 

 

Although depression and dementia share certain traits, there are some differences that help distinguish one from the other: 

 

 A decline in mental functioning tends to be more rapid with depression than with Alzheimer’s or another type of  

 dementia. 

 

 Unlike people with Alzheimer’s, people with depression are usually not disoriented. 

  

 People with depression have difficulty concentrating, whereas those affected by Alzheimer’s have problems with 

 short-term memory. 

 

 Writing, speaking, and motor skills aren’t usually impaired in depression. 

 

 Depressed people are more likely to notice and comment on their memory problems, while those with Alzheimer’s 

 may seem indifferent to such changes. 

 

Since there is no simple test to reveal whether someone has depression or dementia, treatment is often worth trying. If de-

pression is at the root, treatment can produce dramatic improvement. 



17 

 

“And when did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?  And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to 

you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me’.     Matthew 25: 39-40 

 

Many people who are struggling with illness, recovery, etc. need to know Christ is with 
them.  Phil Zielke made it his mission to give hope to cancer patients after battling cancer 
twice.  Phil’s Friends was established as a full-time ministry in 2009 and is an LCMS 
Recognized Service Organization providing faith-based hope to those with cancer.   

 

Hope of Christ for Cancer Patients-Phil’s Friends recently received the $70,000 
granted them at the last Convention (June 2021).  The money will be used to provide care 
packages and encouraging cards, “Cards of Hope”, for 12 consecutive months.  The care 
packages contain a Bible, fleece blanket, knit hat, fuzzy socks, Biotene gel, lip balm, 
toothpaste, toothbrush, unscented lotion, journal, pen, puzzle book and playing cards.  Most 
importantly, there is a letter that contains the message of the Gospel and an explanation of 
how our “hope” comes from our relationship with our Lord.  The Bible and the Gospel 
messages may introduce someone to the love of Christ or strengthen their relationship with 
the Lord.  The Hope on Call program started in 2020 can virtually connect specially trained 
volunteers with someone who has received a care package. Anyone can request a care 
package be sent to someone struggling with cancer.  Through 2021 Phil’s Friends have 
mailed over 40,000 care packages impacting 200,000 people suffering from cancer. Once 
again your mites were a part of this grant.  Thank-you! 

 

 

Our FL/GA District LWML recently closed the books for the last 
biennium (2020-2022) and the mission goal was reached.  Thank 
you also for your help.  When you give mites they are distributed 
between our FL/GA District and National LWML.  You are donating 
to both and that is why we can support so many projects-those in 
our own state, other states and around the world.  Mites are sent 
in monthly from Beautiful Savior and if that mite box is full, bring it 
in!. We will not be meeting again until September but the mites 
are sent each month.  Also in September the FL/GA District will be meeting in Convention in 
Tampa.  Lucy Fuller will be representing the Sarasota Zone as president.  Robyn Robison, 
our zone secretary, and Dolly Morris will be attending as delegates. We pray for God’s 
leading in all our decisions. 

 

Hope your summer is filled with blessings! 

“Serve the Lord with Gladness”  Psalm 100:2 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

 3 For Jesus has been counted worthy of more glory than Moses—as much more glory as 

the builder of a house has more honor than the house itself. 4 (For every house is built by 

someone, but the builder of all things is God.) (Hebrews 3:3–4, ESV)  

Time flies when you’re having fun, so the adage goes. With everything that’s going 

on in the world good and bad, it occurred to me a week or two ago that we are 

coming up on the 20th anniversary of our new building that contains the sanctuary 

and fellowship Hall. It was June 2002 when we dedicated the building to the glory 

of God. 

 

I remember coming over here to Beautiful Savior in May of 2002 and worshiping 

in what is now the Wayman Still administration building, three weeks later we were in the new sanctuary. God 

has certainly has advanced this little missionary church that worshipped in a store front and Fire house in the 

early years. 

I think back these past twenty years and remember a lot of faces we don’t see anymore because God called them 

to glory. I also have seen a lot of new faces become part of our community too.  

God has been very good to us over the years, even to the point of the new extension to the Fellowship hall that 

doubled its size in 2014 without having to take out a loan to build because of the very generous members we 

have. 

Unfortunately or possibly fortunately ministry is changing, it was changing before 

COVID, but since COVID more people have been connected to us online. Online 

worship seems to be a growing phenomenon and something we have delved into 

in order to reach our members who were at high risk from COVID infection. In 

doing so, we have reached many others also with that format! 

 

That’s great but, when does fellowship happen online? Fellowship is such a big 

necessity for our spiritual well-being. We can come together and meet eye to eye, give a hug or cry on a 

shoulder and for that it’s good to have a facility to do that in. Thank God for all we have on our ten acres and 

what a blessing it is for us that it is all paid for! 

Who knows what the future brings, but we know who holds the future! See you in church. 

         In Christ,     

          Pastor Todd    

 

  

  

Fellowship Hall Expansion dedicated November, 2014 

Fellowship Hall Expansion dedicated November, 2014 



19 

 

 SUN  MON  TUES  WED  THUR  FRI  SAT 

        1 
 
   7 AM Men’s Bible 
Study 
8 AM Men’s Fellowship 
& Yardcare 
10 AM Women’s Bible 
Study 
  

2 
 10 AM Quilting 

3 4 
 
  
4:30 PM Worship Service 
  

5 
 8 AM & 10:30  Worship 
Services* 
9:15 AM  Bible Study 
9:15 AM Sunday School 
10:30 AM Contemporary 
Worship Service 

6 
 

7 
 
10 AM Crafting 
 
1:30 PM Evangelism 
Mtg 
 
 

8 
  
  7 AM Men’s Bible 
Study 
8 AM Men’s Fellowship 
& Yardcare 
10 AM Women’s Bible 
Study 
  
 
 

9 
 
10 AM Quilting 
7 PM Church 
Council 
7:30 PM VBS Mtg 

10 
 
10 AM Virginia 
Johnson Memo-
rial Service 

11 
  
4:30 PM Worship Service* 
   

12 
 
8 AM & 10:30 AM   
Worship Services 
9:15 AM Bible Study 
9:15 AM Sunday School 
10:30 AM Contemporary 
Worship Service 
 
   

13 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

14 15 
 7 AM Men’s Bible 
Study 
8 AM Men’s Fellowship 
& Yardcare 
10 AM Women’s Bible 
Study 
  
 
  

16 
 
  
 
 
 
 
  

17 
 
  

18 
   
 4:30 PM Worship Service 
  

19 
 8 AM & 10:30  Worship 
Services* 
9:15 AM  Bible Study 
9:15 AM Sunday School 
10:30 AM Contemporary 
Worship Service 
 
  

20 
 
 7 PM Elders’ Mtg 
 
 
 
 
 
  

21 
 
10 AM Crafting 
 
  
 
  
 

 22 
   
  7 AM Men’s Bible 
Study 
8 AM Men’s Fellowship 
& Yardcare 
10 AM Women’s Bible 
Study 
  
 
  

23 
 
 10 AM Quilting 
  
 

24 
 
   
  
  

25 
 
4:30 PM Worship Service* 

26 
  
 8 AM & 10:30 AM   
Worship Services 
9:15 AM Bible Study 
9:15 AM Sunday School 
10:30 AM Contemporary 
Worship Service* 
 
  
 
 

27 
 
  

28 
 
 10 AM Crafting 

29 
 
  7 AM Men’s Bible 
Study 
8 AM Men’s Fellowship 
& Yardcare 
10 AM Women’s Bible 
Study 
  

30 
 
10 AM Quilting 

  
 
  

  
  

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

FL-GA District Convention 
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Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church 

7461 Prospect Road 

Sarasota, FL  34243 

www.beautifulsaviorlcms.com 

Pastor: Rossetter Leavitt 

Specific Ministry Pastor: Todd Kuehn 

Office Manager: Pam Rooney    

Website:  www.beautifulsaviorlcms.com 

7461 Prospect Road 

Sarasota, FL  34243 

Phone: 941-355-2798    Fax :941-355-3278 

Office Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9:00 A.M.– 4:00 P.M. 

E-mail: pastor@beautifulsaviorlcms.com 

              office@beautifulsaviorlcms.com 

              todd@beautifulsaviorlcms.com 


