
Discussion and Reflection Questions 
Pentecost 16A - Sunday 17th of September 2023 

Read: Matthew 18: 21-35 
21 Then Peter came and said to him, ‘Lord, if another member of the church sins 
against me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?’ 22 Jesus said 
to him, ‘Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. 23 ‘For this reason 
the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts 
with his slaves. 24 When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten 
thousand talents was brought to him; 25 and, as he could not pay, his lord 
ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his 
possessions, and payment to be made. 26 So the slave fell on his knees before 
him, saying, “Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.” 27 And out 
of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. 
28 But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow-slaves who 
owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, “Pay what 
you owe.” 29 Then his fellow-slave fell down and pleaded with him, “Have 
patience with me, and I will pay you.” 30 But he refused; then he went and threw 
him into prison until he should pay the debt. 31 When his fellow-slaves saw what 
had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to 
their lord all that had taken place. 32 Then his lord summoned him and said to 
him, “You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 
33 Should you not have had mercy on your fellow-slave, as I had mercy on you?” 
34 And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he should pay his 
entire debt. 35 So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do 
not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.’ 

Discussion & Reflection Questions 
1. Jesus uses stories to help us understand forgiveness. What is a story that 

has helped you understand forgiveness? 
2. To understand forgiveness do we need to understand sin? What are some 

of the simplicities & complexities of sin? 
3. What role does vulnerability and humility play in forgiveness? 
4. Peter asks Jesus specifically about sin within “the church”. Do we focus 

more on sin outside the church? Is it too hard to look within or more 
personally at ourselves? 

5. Verse 34 is hard! How do we make sense of this? 
6. We had a theme a few years ago: “Living Forgiven”. What does it look like to 

live like we really are forgiven & what difference can it make? 



Prayer 
O God, you call your Church to witness that in Christ we are reconciled to you: 
help us so to proclaim the good news of your love, that all who hear it may turn 
to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 


